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PREFACE. 


S Trengthening as it were their out¬ 
works, or exhibiting their external 
evidences, may give the facred books 
additional weight and influence; fettle the 
fceptick or convince the unbeliever: but 
the greateft advantage feems moft likely 
to accrue, from fuffering them to fpeak for 
themfelves; laying open their invaluable 
treafure; or difplaying their internal charac¬ 
ters, genuine fpirit, and moft fublime fenti- 
ments. This perhaps might be done moft 
effedually by the way of verfion or tranf- 
lation, but can only be attempted agreeably 
to our prefent laws, by means of illuftra- 
tions commentaries paraphrafes, &c. And 
this, refpeding fome of them which are 
confeffedly replete with religious wifdom, 
have I fincerely endeavoured in the fubfe- 
quent fheets. I have indeed avoided, ap¬ 
plications of thefe poetick writings to ferip- 
ture hiftory, particular perfons, or remark¬ 
able fads, as a liberty, whatever feeming 
light might arife from thence, that is not 
I apprehend allowed to a fair interpreter, 
where a coincidence of all material circum- 
ftances is not apparent. 

As to notes where they are fewer, the 
paraphrafe is intended to be fo enlarged as 
to render them lefs necelfary; and where 
it is moft copious, the only view is to con¬ 
vey to every capacity in the moft familiar 
manner the entire meaning, 
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As to authors my fituation afforded the 
opportunity of confulting, I truly wifh, for 
the fake of the greater perfection the work 
might have derived thence, that I had more 
of their affiftance to acknowledge. How¬ 
ever, where in the courfe of the perform¬ 
ance I have been obliged, I have been fcru- 
pulous to own it; and I hope not without 
an honourable mention of feveral whom 
I do highly efteem : if not in every quo¬ 
tation, which would have been tedious, yet 
in one place or other. I have only to add, 
expreffions of a mod grateful lafting fenfe 
of the extreme honour done me, in the 
many diftinguifhed eminent names upon the 
following lift: and efpecially folicitous wifhes 
and mod ardent prayers, that fome ufeful 
and beneficial purpofe to the glory of God, 
and the good of mankind, may be anlwer- 
ed even from fo fmall a mite thrown into 
the facred treafury of fcriptural religious 
knowledge. 
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PARAPHRASE 

WITH 

NOTES Critical, Hiftorical, and Practical, 


ON THE 

Book of JOB. 


CHAP. I. SECT. I. 

The country Job inhabited \ and eminence of his 
virtue and char abler. His profperity and opu¬ 
lence . His numerous iffue. Their mutual anni - 

verfary fejlivals: and the folemnities of devotion 
with which they were conjiantly fucceeded . The 
heavenly intelligences , or holy and bleffed fpirits 
affembled. Satan prefumed to appear in company 
with them. The all-difcerning Sovereign obferved 9 
and interrogated him : in the JlrongeJl terms de¬ 
claring the principal fubjeft of the whole perfor¬ 
mance , even JobV integrity . Satan infinuated 
this to be quejiionable , or ungenerous and felf- 
interefied: and had permijfion to try it . Ver. 

* 3 - 

J®* Job i. i. 

T ,„T'HERE once lived in thes.cr. v 

43 1 eaftern land of Uz, or^-v-^ 

Vol. I. B Arabian l# 1 ’ 



2 A Paraphrase on the 

Sect. i. Arabian country of the Aufitze^ land of 1 Uz, whofe 

A vefy extraordinary perfon, name n qj * Jobjand 

* commonly known by die name 
of Job : and that worthy man 
did honour, not only to the 

place . 

* It having been an ancientcuitom for places and nations to 
be denominated after their original founders, reftorers, or be- 
nefaftor6 ; there are three different perfons tranfmitted in the 
facred volume, under the title of Uz, or Uts, from whom fe- 
veral cities or countries feem to have derived their refpedlive 
names. One Gen x. 23. the fill born of Aram, reckoned 
the builder of Oamajcus : from whom the adjacent valley 
had its name, -and by the Arabs to this day is called Gaut , 
Gauta, and ALgauta , differing in letters, but not in pronun¬ 
ciation. Another ch. xxxvi. 28. and Lam. iv. 21. of the 
pofteritv of Efav, Edom, or the children of Dijban, from whom 
*;he whole, or greateft part of a country in Arabia Petr tea, on 
the confines of Qanattn , had its appellation. The third Re¬ 
corded, ch. xxii. 21. moft probably w as the perfon from whom 
both Job's country took its namel/z, or as the LXX, Aufttis ; 
Ptolemy, Aajite ; and he himfelf defeended : alfo a people 
dwelling in Arabia Deferta, near Chaldea, having Arabia, part 
of which wa* inhabited by the Sabeaus , to the South, and 
Chaldea tb the EafL Fid. Both, in Phal L. i.C. z 6 . Jur. crit . 
Hijl. V. 1. C. 2 . U/.i-v. H;Jl /Vi. P. 369. and Pair, tn Loc . 

b As to the faft, wdrich has been queftioned, whether fuch 
a perfon as Job ever in reality exhfed ; this incomparable 
performance, the principal part whereof fome have aferibed 
to him, as its probable author, with the honourable mention 
made of him, Ezek. xjv. 14. and St. James v. 11. feem abun¬ 
dantly fofiicient teflimonies ; and if, as fome fuppofe, in its 
prefent form, it be a dramatic work, or heroic narrative, it 
does not thence follow but it may be a true hiilory; thefe 
having, in ordinary, had their rife from fame ancient re¬ 
cords, or living characters. To afeertain the exa£l period, 
when Job lived, may not be fo eafy. The patriarchal age 
bids faireft for it. Sometime betwixt Jacob and Mofis. Scarce 
fo late as’, When the Ifraelitet fojourned in the wildeineft. 
However,' thfr work itfelf, I think, mufc be confefled to lave 
all the genuine inarjta of -a mod remote and early antiquity. 
The metre and cadence feem loofe and unconfined ; but the 
fentiinents and diflion are full of energy and dignity, natural 
fimplicity and the noblcft fublimity. 



that man was c per¬ 
iod and upright, and 
one that feared God, 
and efchewed evil. 


2. And there were 
born unto him fe- 
ven Tons, and three 
daughters. 
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place he inhabited, but even Sect. i. 
to human nature ; for the t rTY"*" 
fanftity of his morals, and J ° u 
the unaffedted fimplicity, and 
undeviating, perfect integrity 
of his principles, and entire 
convention. In other words, 
he was conftant in devotion ; 
irreproachable as to juftice ; 
and induftrioufly avoiding all 
the dangerous ihares of vice 
and folly ; he ever honeftly 
followed as truth and reafon 
led him. 

As to the great end, and i 
, moft defireable blefTing of the 
conjugal relation, he was re¬ 
markably favoured ; and his 
joyful houfe increafed with 
the numerous and promifmg 

B 2 iflue 


c The principal fubjcft is Job's fincerity or integrity. This 
the omnifcient Being a/Terts, Satan denies, or ftrongly fufjiefts ; 
his vifiters largely controvert; and he hinifelf ftrenuoufly 
maintains ; till, at laft, the unerring and impartial Judge 
himfelf, interpofing, puts an end to the debate, and deter¬ 
mines in his favour : after fully convincing him how inade¬ 
quate, and utterly unable he and all mankind are, to pene¬ 
trate the myflerious unfearchable ways of heaven ; or unra¬ 
vel, and explain the whole immenfe fcheme of divine Pro¬ 
vidence. He was neither infallible, nor impeccable, but he 
was, beyond all queftion, an honeft man : and throughout 
the interpretation, or expofition, this main point is to be 
kept in view ; or the confcquence will be much perplexity 
and confufion. What it is to be perfett and upright , the lat¬ 
ter part of the firft verfe, which is explicatory of the former, 
clearly and fully inftru&s us, viz. to reverence, imitate, and 
obey the only living and true God, and to guard againit all 
impiety and immorality. 
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Sect. i. ifiiie of feven fons and three 

daughters. 

lm His fubftance and poflef- 
fions were, moreover, very 
confiderable, his flocks and 
herds furprifingly multiplied *, 
and, in proportion, his do- 
meftics, herdfmen, fhepherds, 
and hufbandmen. So that 
this profperous man had few 
equals in that age ; and, in all 
thofe parts, ra:her held the 
rank of a fovereign prince, or 
noble lord, than of a private 
perlon. 

4 The feveral branches of his 
family appear likewife refpec- 
tableand diftingui fhed : more 
efpecially for a prevailing cuf- 
tom of alternately inviting one 
another to their different 
dwellings, and the whole of 
brothers and fillers in concert 
meeting, by aniverfary enter¬ 
tainments 


3. His d fubttance 
alfo was feven thou- 
fand fheep, and three 
thoufand camels, and 
five hundred yoke of 
oxen, and five hun¬ 
dred fhe-attes, and a 
very great houfhold; 
fo that this man was 
the greatettof all the 
men of the e eaft. 


4. And his fons 
went and feafted in 
their houfes, every 
one his day, and 
fent and called for 
their three fitters to 
eat and drink with 
them. 


d In thofe early ages, manufaftures, traffick, and com¬ 
merce, that fince have/ occafioned fuch extenfive corres¬ 
pondencies, and produced fuch a multitude of riches, with 
fplendid equipages, and magnificent buildings, were not 
known, or only in their infancy : the wealth of potentates 
and greatett Lords of the earth, confitting chiefly in corn, 
fruit and cattle. In this primitive, Ample manner, both 
facred and profane hittory reprefents the heroes of antiquity* 
c Arabia lay due Eafl from Egypt; but, as is common to all 
other countries, it is not improbable the inhabitants of this 
ftyled themfelves men of the Eaft, only to dittinguifh them 
from people of a more Wettern fituation refpe&ing them. 
See Med. War, Fo/. p. 467. and Grot, in Matt. ii. 2, 



5. And it was fo, 
when the days of 
their feafting were 
gone about, that Job 
‘ fent and *fandtified 
. them i and rofe up 
early in the morning, 
and offered h burnt 
offerings according 
to the number of 
them all : for Job 
faid, it may be that 

my 
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tainments to celebrate their re- Sect. i. 
fpeftive birth-days : after dif- 
tance of abode had feparated 
them, and to each had been 
afligned his exclufive portion, 
or independent fettlement. 

Their venerable, good fa- 5 
ther, ever tenderly concerned 
for their morals, and the piety 
of their conduct, kept an ef- 
pecial eye upon thefe return¬ 
ing feafons; and in thecourfe 
of, or early after them, em¬ 
braced the firft opportunity, 
to give exprefs orders for their 
appearance before him, and 

B 


3 


proper 


1 This ancient cuftom has, perhaps, fame affinity to that 
mentioned by Homer y Apollonius Scboliajles , Euflatbius , and 
others, of immolating tongues , at the end of their feaffs, in 
order, as has been fuppofed, to atone for any thing un¬ 
guarded in the chearful guefts. Vid.ApolL Scholia/, in Argon. 
X. i. r v. 516. Euflatb . in Horn. Odyjf. L. 3. p. 131* Atben. L . 

I. C. 14. principio. 

8 The moff ancient preparatory rites, purifications, or 
luffrations, antecedent to Sacrifices, were waffling the whole 
body, or at leaft the hands ; and it was reckoned an aggra¬ 
vated crime to omit this ceremony : they thought a more 
than ordinary purity and fanflity was required at the cele¬ 
bration of divine folemnities ; and that, previoully, they 
ought to abftain from pleafures, which, at other times, 
might lawfully be enjoyed. Vid. Demojiben. Orat. in Near. 
Virg. JEneid. L. <vi. ter. 229. Porpbyr. De Viflim. Horn. II. 
L. <vi . 206. ‘Timarcbid. Libro de coronis. 

h Burnt offerings. From the mention of thefe only x and 
from Job himfelf offering them, may not an argument be 
grounded for the moll diffant and early antiquity of the 
age or period he lived in : for are not thefe the moff ancient 
oblations that we have any account of? And were not the 
heads of it, originally, prieffs to every family ? 
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my Tons have finned, 
and * curfed God in 
their hearts. Thus 
did Job continually. 


5 ect. i. proper preparation, ox purifi¬ 
cation b )' wajhings , to fucceed 
them with the religious fo¬ 
ie mnities of burnt offerings : 
ferioufly reflefting to what er¬ 
rors and frailties even a tem¬ 
porary abated reverence for an 
Infinite Beings or vigilance of 
virtue might have betrayed 
them; and how eafy the tran- 
fition is, efpecially in precipi¬ 
tate and inexperienced youth, 
enjoying health and plenty, 
from the utmoft extent of juft 
liberty, and height of innocent 
gaiety, to fome fentiments or* 
exprejfions bordering on profane - 
nefs , or to fome degrees of 
extravagance and wickednefs. 

Jn this pious and laudable 

cuftom 

•ftp , not *1^0) ftriflly and properly fignifying to curfe 
or blafpheme, feveral of the critics afcribe the ufe of the 
latter to an infinite veneration the ancients entertained for 
the facred name of an all-perfeft Being, to that degree, that 
they devoutly reckoned they could not, even in a narration, 
join two fuCh words together, and not defiled. The fup- 
pofition is natural : and at the fame time it is obfervable, 
that words in all languages, according to the manner in 
Which they are expreffed, and others they are joined with, 
not Only bear different but contrary fenfe9. Thus J^-Jp de¬ 
notes purity , ho It nefs, and likewife a fornicator : Ip a 

proflitute , The Arabic Ckammin, fignifies both hot and cold 
water. Altar bo, joy and for row. Aimaula, mailer and fer- 
want. Apyoc, with the Greeks, fwift and flow. Altus and 
profundus, with the Latins, high and low, above and beneath. 
Further, do not both the Greek'yjxiytiv* and the Hebrew'’ 

fometimes denote intermitting men's regard for, bidding fare - 
hut l to, or renouncing ? See Poc . Life. Not. on Llaimon. Por, 

W-1- '37- 



6. Now there was 
a day when the k fens 
of God came to pre- 
fent themfelves be¬ 
fore the Lord, and 
Satan came alio a - 
mong them. 


7. And the Lord 
laid unto Satan, 
whence Cornell thou? 
Then Satan anfwer- 
ed the Lord, and 
laid, from going to 
and fro in the earth, 
and from walking up 
and down in it 
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cuftom fob was both conftant, Sect. 
and religioufly exaft, peculi-^TT^ 

. r 0 . J * Job. 1. c 

any fcrupulous. 

Now to refemble great 6 
things by fmall, or the grand 
celeftial adminiftration, and 
affairs, by’ earthly policies ; 
there was a day, as are the 
days of heaven, when the holy 
and blefled inhabitants of the 
upper world were affembled, 
to give attendance before the 
Supreme Majefty, feated on 
his throne of glory : and Sa¬ 
tan, once of their obedient, 
happy number, how an ad¬ 
versary and apoftate, was pre- 
fumptuous enough to join the 
faithful, fhining company. 

Early, by the all-difc'eroing 7 

Sovereign, was the evil fpirit 
deferied, and interrogated ; 
from what quarter of the 
creation, faith the Lord, doft 
thou proceed ? or in what tra6b 
of the univerfe haft thou laft 


1. 


B 4 


been 


k There appears to have been a very ancient tradition, 
or general perfuafion, that angels, or intelligences of differ¬ 
ent orders, yet above the human rank of beings, were con- 
ilituted agents, or minifters of Heaven and Providence. See 
(ten. iii. 24.. xviii. 2. xxviii. 12. 

1 The Chaldee Paraphrdfe adds, to try the works of the chil - 1 

drett of men : -not disagreeing with St, Peter's account pf 

the fame grand deceiver, i Ep . v. 8. And hence fome, in- 
llead of *ivnIking ttp and down, render "pnnnoi injuring, 
plundering and ravaging j — but it fnay be queftioned, at 

ieall, 
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Se#t. i* been employed ? To whom 
—'the common enemy anfwered ; 

Xm 7 * I have lately been mod con- 
verfant in that earthly world, 
where embodied fpirits dwell 
upon a temporary probation ; 
traverfing different parts, rang¬ 
ing through various climates, 
and acquainting myfelf with 
their great diverfity of circum- 
ftances and charafters. 

6 The unerring and impartial 
Judge, and friend of virtue and 
mankind, added. With all 
thy unwearied, reftlefs travels, 
ftratagems,and, pofiibly,fome 
dreadful ad vantages; haft thou 
ever attempted to fubvert my 
vigilant and faithful fervant 
*Jcb ? It would truly be to no 
purpofe; his ftedfaft integrity 
is proof againft thy molt pre¬ 
meditated fchemes of horrid 
mifchief: there is not, among 

mankind, 


8. And the Loro 
faid unto Satan : haft 
thou confidercd my 
fervant job, that 
there is none like 
Trim in the earth, a 
perfedl and an up¬ 
right man, one that 
feareth God, and ef- 
cheweth evil i 


leaft, whether it will bear, or ever has, alone, this interpre¬ 
tation ; neither, however true it might be of the grand ene¬ 
my, was it likely to enter into his own confeiTion, or decla¬ 
ration, at this time, and before this auguft aflembly. Every 
charadter, in the whole performance, has its diftinguifhing 
marks, is uniform and perfedt in its kind, and in every thing 
proper and peculiar to it admirably fupported and preierved. 
As the great and diftinguiftiing charadteriftic of Job is reli¬ 
gious integrity , and he appears on all occafions the fame pious , 
upright perfon ; fo is Satan peculiarly niarked out as artful and 
defignmgy malignant, envious, injinuating and fufpicious : and 
never coold the fuhtleft, the moft wicked, and molt mif- 
phievous of beings, be drawn more to the life, than he is in 
a few lines of this book. 



g, io, ii. Then 
Satan anfwered the 
Lord and faid, doth 
Job fear God for 
nought ? Haft thou 
not made an m hedge 
about him, and a- 
bout his honfe f and 
about all that he 
hath on every fide ? 
Thou haft blefled the 
work of his hands, 
and his fubftance is n 

in urea fed 
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mankind, his fuperior, icarce Sect. t. 
his equal, for an exemplary L TTT'T 
and unfeigned piety, for a l * * 
moft generous and unfhaken 
virtue. In fhort, he chufes 
or refufes, a£ts • or forbears 
aftirig, by no other meafurcs 
befides thofe of honour and 
confcience, the fuggeftions of 
reafon, and the fincerity of 
true religion. 

To whom the maliciousand 9,10, u; 

A » -mr-t « ^ 

infinuating adverfary replied : 

I am not ignorant of Job *s for¬ 
tune and chara&er; nor yet 
how much the one depends 
upon the other for its fupport 
and luftre ; and both upon 
an extraordinary kind Provi¬ 
dence. Has he no other motive 
or profpect except pleafing the 
Almighty, the native beauty 

of 


m n3^ feems derived from -pgf, ftgnifyiog 
or thorn fence, and figuratively, barbed irons * The meaning, 
is, haft thou not on ail fides furrounded ', irwironed, that 1 no 

body can approach to attack him i According to 

bic t Avnon panoplia^ ilium induifi't ? Hafi thm not put on bint 
proof artu&tr, or ;w it were cloathedb\mwitb a coat of niail? 

* pD- As rhe former expreifion 'referred to fob's being 
preferred, guarded wW in, that no onecould conic at to 
prejudice him ; fo this, rend-red increafed, to the numbers 
that ‘ZAAvtf out from him, and the <vaflnefi of his wealth and 
power, which, contin^iu-g fhe figure of fpeech, ftilt increafed 
the diifacuky, and interoofed beihvi*t. and occefs to him. 


The 
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Sect. i. of virtue, or the noble me- 
l ' t '7 C ' rit of a confcious integrity ? 

io f ii? ’ Much otherwife ! He is fo 

circumfhinced, enclofed, and 
on all Tides hemm’d in, that 
he cannot well make excur- 
fions, or appear in his proper 
colours : at lead not, and en¬ 
large, fecure, and enjoy, what 
is infinitely dearer to him 
than every thing of religion, 
viz r himfelfand his fubflance, 

his 


increafed in the hnd. 
0 But put forth p thine 
hand now, and touch 
9 all that he hath, 
and he will curfe thee 
to thy face, 4 


The Devil was piqued fuch faintlhip to behold, 

And long'd to tempt him, like good Job of old : 

But Satan now is wifer than of yore, 

And tempts by making rich, not making poor. 

Pope . 

. 8 DK. Verum enim vero , properly rendred is, — 
fee if be do not: — certainly he will, — or, there is no doubt 
of it. See. A kind of afleveration, or form of protelling and 
/wearing. 

P Schultens underftands by nbty. loofen the reins, and 
reckons it a figure of fpeech taken from bridles. The 
tfenfe, probably, here, and in many other places, is exert , 
firetcb forth thy hand in aftion ; or rather, relax its hold, 
and difeharge him from a fpecial prote£lion ; as it fignifies 
to turn but cattle, to pulh away the feet, and to divorce. 
Gen. xlix. 21. Deut. xxii. 19. and 29. and Job XXX. 12. 

9 Cocceius, and after him Schultens , render 7 ^, inftead of 
all that he, iffc. as in our verfion, by quidvis , fignifying any 
thing ; and if both the original and whole turn of the pe¬ 
riod would admit that interpretation, the fenfe would be,— 
touch a jingle article of his property,—let the leaft ill fortune 
attend him, and, as Peters interprets, he will return a fuit - 
able falutation j /. e. he will inftantly renounce or forfake his 
duty. And the grant or anfwer : The whole of his pro¬ 
perty is allowed to be wrefted from him ; and an extreme 
*U fortune to perfecute him; and yet he will not do it. 



12. And the Loro 
(aid unto Satan, be¬ 
hold, all that he hath 
is in thy power, only 
upon himfelf put not 
forth thine hand. So 
Satan r went forth 
from the prefence of 
the Lord. 
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his bleating flocks, and lowing Sec 
herds. But fuffer him to be rr 
dirtrefled, or diverted of thefe, ^ 
and fee if both his apprehen- , 
(ions and aftions do not alter 
with his change of circum- 
(lances; and whenever Pro¬ 
vidence feems unkind, and his 
treatment fevere, he do not 
return anfwerable , quite fuit- 
able , and entirely contemptuous 
falutations^ to the very face of 
God himfelf, I am fully fatis- 
fied, if this were to happen, 
he would no longer conceal 
his real principles and latent 
hypocrify : that his piety is 
no more than to fave appear¬ 
ances, and all his bOafted vir¬ 
tue only an empty name. 

To whom the great Heart- 12 
fearcher rejoins: in thofe very 
defirable inftances of earthly 
happinefs, fuggefted to be 
higheil in Job 's ertimate \ in¬ 
deed, the only ground and 
reafon of whatever piety and 
righteoufnels he makes pre¬ 
tences 


r The natural fignification whereof is, as rendred 

in our verfion, viz . going forth, or departing: it is exprefledof 
an enemy to an engagement , Gen. xiv. 8. an executioner t9 per¬ 
form bis office , Ifai. xxxvli. 36. likewife to fpn'ad the infection 
of fin y Jer. xxiii. 15. and of excrements coming out of the body , 
Exod. xxi. 22. The reader is to judge, which of them may 
be mod properly applied to the depraved mariners, and vile 
intentions, of this malignant, wily being. 



12 


Sect. 
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J * tences to, I grant, with the 
fecurity of his perfon, that 
'he be fubjected to a trial, 
and even left in thine own 
hands to make it. With this 
licence, and no quedion de¬ 
termined upon a mod rigor¬ 
ous procedure, the infernal 
being inftantly withdrew him- 
felf. 


SECT. II. 

Various calamitous incidents , and fcenes of adverfity 
exercife Job*j fortitude and patience . Projperity 

had not diffolved or enervated his unfhaken , firm 
mind : he nobly jlands the teft of the contrary , 
in the lofs of his cattle , and even all his children , 
at one heavy firoke : and under fuch a feries of 
unexpected and fudden , complicated , and dread¬ 
ful difafters , prejerves and maintains one uniform 
character of piety and integrity . Ver. 13, to the 
end. 


Job i. 13. 

Sect. 2. f"TT^O heighten the following 

fcenes, nothing had pre- 
J° to give the lead'alarm 

of them : they all happened 
at one time, when the leafon 
feemed calm and ferene, and 
the family’s repofe unmolef- 
ted : and all in one day, and 
that devoted to mirth and 
pleafure ; when the whole 

young 


Job i. 13. 

A N D there was 
a day, when his 
Tons and his daugh¬ 
ters were eating, and 

O' 

drinking wine, in 
their eldefl brother’s 
houfe : 



I 


14, and 15. And 
there came a meflen- 
ger unto Job, and 
faid, the oxen were 
plowing, and the af- 
fes feeding befide 
them : and the s Sa¬ 
fe ea ns fell upon them, 
and took them away, 
yea they have flam 
the fervants with the 
edge of the fword, 
and I only am efca- 
ped alone to tell thee. 
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young alTembly of Job's fons Sect, 2. 
and daughters, as uiual in the w f x ^ 
rotation of their annual feafts, 
were met for mutual enter¬ 
tainment at the houfe of their 
eldeft brother : then it was 
the ftorm begun, and fo tra¬ 
gically ended. 

The firft misfortune, one 14,154 
employed in hufbandry brings 
Job the following account of; 
the oxen, fays he, being at 
their ufual labour, and the af- 
fes hard by grazing ; when, 
with a fudden and overpower¬ 
ing violence, they were feized 
and carried off* as fpoil, by 
fome Sabean robbers, or Ara¬ 
bian free-booters: who enhan¬ 
ced their injuftice with cruel 
inhumanity, putting the fer¬ 
vants to the fword : neither 
was it without imminent ha¬ 
zard of a fhare in this fad 
difafler, that I only remained, 
and alone can inform you of it. 

He 


• By Sabeans Teem meant, not as the LXX\ Syriac , and Ara¬ 
bic interpreters underfland, and, according to the Ethiopic 
fenfe of the word in its verfion of other parts of feripture, 
•viz. a number of men of whatever nation, but ftriflly and 
properly Sabeans , the defendants of Sheba, the grandfon of 
Abraham by Keturah . As by Chaldeans , at the 17th verfe, 
thofe of Chefed , the fon of Nahor by MiJcha : both which 
dwelt in Arabia Deferta, frequently making excurfions for 
provifion, being notorious for living upon booty and plun¬ 
der. See Gen. xxV. 3. Spanhem. Hiji . Job. Plin. vi, 26, Strab. 
779. and 767. Diod. Sic. xi. 32, PtoL v. 20. 
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Sect. 2. He had not ended, before 
b rry— J another arrives with heavy 
Xm l6 ' tidings of aftoniftiing, farther 
devallation : both the flocks 


16. While he was 
yet fpeaking, there 
came alfo another, 
and faid, the 1 fire of 
God is fallen from 


of fheep, fays he, and their heaven, and hath 

deplorable keepers, were fud- bu j nt , U P the ^ ee Pj 

denly and irretrievably de- confumed them, and 
ftroyed by a terrible ftorm, I only am efcaped 
attended with lightning and alone to tell thee. 

thunder, or a molt difmal 


fhower mixed with liquid de¬ 
vouring fire : and it is by a 
ftrange hand of Providence 
that I myfeif the only one 
preferved, can bring the in¬ 
telligence, and have not pe- 
rifhed in the flames. 


17 As he was relating this, a 
third interrupted with frefh 
advices •, three different bands, 
adds he, of our rapacious 
neighbours, the Cbaldeans y as 
lying in ambufh, and at a cer¬ 
tain fignal ifluing forth, have 
made one joint irruption and 
forcible fpoil of the camels : 
not fuffering an individual, 
who had'the charge of them, 

be fide 


17. While he was 
yet fpeaking, there 
came alfo another, 
and faid, the Chal¬ 
deans made out three 
bands, and fell upon 
the camels, and have 
carried them away, 
yea, and flain the 
fervants with the 
edge of the fword, 
and I only am ef¬ 
caped alone to tell 
thee. 


1 Fire of God, &c. In the Helrenv t<wo fubftanthves are well 
known to be commonly ufed inilead of an adjedive and a 
fubjlanttve . And the word God is frequently to be under- 
itood as et/iphatiCy heightening or mangnifying. Thus moun¬ 
tains of God, denote very high mountains, — cedars of God, 
goodly ones * — fire of Gcd then fignifies, a mighty and terrible , 
fatal and irrefijlible one. 



i^imi 19. While 
he was yet fpeaking, 
there came alfo an¬ 
other, and (aid, thv 
Tons and thy daugh¬ 
ters were eating and 
drinking wine in 
their elaeft brother’s 
houfe. And behold, 
there came a great 
wind from the “ wil- 
dernefs, and fmote 
the four corners of 
the m houfe, and it 
fell upon the young 
men, and they are 
dead; and I only am 
efcaped alone to tell 
thee. 


■Book of Jos* 15 

bdkie my own felf, to efcape Sect. z. 
a bloody (laughter, and alone 
bring the news. 

A meffage, the moft afflictive 18*19. 
and melancholy, was but juft 
behind, foon reached his ears, 
and rended his very heart; 
which the bearer thus relates; 
all your children were affem- 
bled, chearful guefts, at their 
eJdeft brother's houfe, when a 
violent fudden temped, or fu- 
riousoverwhelming hurricane, 
driving from the defart, beat 
down the fabrick upon them, 
and buried the whole company 
in its ruins ; neither the mat¬ 
ter, nor a fingle fervant prefent, 

except 


u Heath obferves concerning Job's fituation, that it was 
apparently on the northerly fide of the Arabian defart, for 
the Ilormy winds in thofe countries blow from the foutherly 
quarters. See Heath, Nat. an the text. 

w -It may n,ot be foreign to the purpofe to remark, that the 
houfes, in ancient times, were tents, tabernacles, pavilions, 
or portable lodges, under which to fhelter in the open field, 
from the inclemencies of the weather. Some, as the JeewiJb 
tabernacle, formed of boards ; others differently — but it 
is in fuch kind of houfes that thofe wandring people, the 
Tartars and Arabs , have always been ufed to lodge. And 
as to tempefts, efpecially violent ones, and perfed hurricanes, 
it may be difficult to fay in what precife manner they attack, 
or from what diredl point of the compafs they blow. Hence, 
in a moll furious one, the Latin poet reprefents, three differ¬ 
ent winds as employed and united. 

Una eurufque notufque ruunt, creberque procellis 
Afrtcui . 

y* r z* 



i 6 A Paraphrase on the 

Sect. 2. except myfelf alone, will ever 

hereafter fpeak of what has 

Job i< 18) . 1 

j(j # happened. 

zo, 21. Under thefe accumulated 

circumftances of domeftick 
grievous adverfity, Job ap¬ 
peared endowed with all the 
natural paflions, but armed 
with religious virtue to com¬ 
mand them: and together with 
other tokens expreflive of a 
manly forrow, and a pious re- 
fignation *, uttered the follow¬ 
ing ever memorable fentence. 
It was in the helplefs, unpro¬ 
vided, and defencelefs condi¬ 
tion, common to all men, that 
I lately begun to exift in this 
earthly world \ and I am cer¬ 
tain, it is irreverfibly deter¬ 
mined, that in the fame native 
poverty and nakednefs, e’er 
long, I fhall ceafe to do it: to 

what 


20, and 21. Then 
Job arofe, and rent 
his mantle, and x flia- 
ved his head, and 
fell down upon the 
ground,and worfhip- 
ped, and faid, naked 
came I out of my 
mother’s womb, and 
naked fhall I return 
thither : the Lord 
gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away; 
ble/Ted be the name 
of the Lord x. 


* The cuftom of flawing the head, or cutting off the hair, 
as a token of heavy forrow, and the deepeft mourning, 
feems alluded to, Jer . vii. 29. lfai. xv, z. likewife by Homer, 
Qdyff t iv. 197. 


- — -The rites of woe 

Are all alas ! the living can bellow 
O’er the congenial duft, enjoined to {hear 
The gracefulcurl, and drop the tender tear. 

Pope. 

\ 

r the LXX add, even as it fee?neth good to the Lord\ fo it is 
come to pefs . 
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' 

what purpofe then (bould I Sect. 2. 
inconfolably grteve, or fink 
under the lofs even of the 
moll valuable important blef- 
lings of fo tranfient and fbort 
a life ? Originally I but re¬ 
ceived them, and fo long as 
the great and good God, in 
his infinite bounty continued, 

I thankfully enjoyed them \ 
he is now pleafed to recall, 
and, furely, my bufinefs is, 
patiently to refign his own to 
him : I truly do acknowledge 
his rightful claim, revere his 
moll juft judgments, and a* 
dore his fupreme authority, 
and boundlefs perfeftion. 

2z. In all this Job In all this behaviour of 22 
finned not, nor * job t there is nothing out of 

charged character, 

x In a literal interpretation it is, he offered no injult, expreffcd 
nothing indecent , nor attributed to the almighty Being, any 
thing unworthy , abfurd, or extravagant ; that is, he a died in 
character, as a man of the ftri&eit piety and integrity ; and 
in no fenfe curfed God, &c. as the enemy had vilely fuggeiled 
he would do. 

The following pathetic, fenfible lines of Anti-Lucretius 
feem not impertinent to the occafion. 

Should that bloom of youth thou now enjoyft, 

Thy vigorous health, the fweet ferenity 
Of tranquil life, and bleflings that fuffice 
Thy not o’er weaning heart; fhould thcfe fair gifts 
Inilant be fnatch'd, at fickle fortune's will; 

[For, like the Ihort-Iiv'd flower, their beamy fades] 

Should dread difeafus, wafleful war, or fire. 

Sudden furprize thee in the flow of joy, 

Vol. I, C Unpraftis'd 
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Sect. 2. chara&er, or inconfiftent with charged God fool- 
J r/ , ~ the jufteft notions of an un- 

' difiembled piety, and fteady 
virtue: no unworthy fenti- 
ments of a moft righteous 
God betrayed — no haughty 
infult, criminal diffidence, or 
peevifh, fretful impatience : 
nothing at all anfwering to 
what Satan, from pure ma¬ 
lignity, had fuggefied. 


Unprattis'd to endure ; or tyrant fell 

Load thee with chains; in dungeon deep immur'd ; 

Or Ihould thy bofom-friend his trull betray ; 

Thy dearelt wife be torn from thy embrace; 
Untimely death thy children all at once 
Sweep off ; thy fpotlefs fame black envy blaft, 

And calumny, fworn foe to innocence ; 

How wouidft thou then behave ?- 

- Whom pure religion’s facred aid 
Firmly fuftains, morality’s belt guide. 

That paffes now time's rapid llream along. 

They as the paft regard ; and, as a dream 
Of yefferday, with equal eye furvey 
Each various feene of life; its fmiles or frowns. 
Nought vain or tranfient has the power to move 
Their lleady niinds ; nor adverfe fortune break 
Whom warm profperity could never bend. 

Tho* on the general fea that rolls mankind 
Tofs’d rudely, and by partial tempeft driven. 
Stemming undaunted the tumultuous waves. 

In the mid ocean they enjoy the port, 

Thro' the glad prefcience of a happier life. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. SECT. III. 

The heavenly inhabitants again convened. The grand 
apojlate prefent. ’The interrogatories repeated t 
touching Satan's fituation lately, and Job’/ inte¬ 
grity. This lajl, moreover, declared as having 
been confpicuoujly manifefied under his pajl unde- 
ferved, but very afflictive trial. Farther inftnu- 
ations of Satan, refpefiing the ground of Job’s 
fubmifflon, and fo eafy refignation of temporal 
pojfeffms, and an jartbly offspring. They were 
not his perfon : that was fecure: and that was 
his great concern. A grant to exercife him there¬ 
in, to the utmoft that difeafes, not incurable and 
mortal, could do. His wife's rajh advice. His 
mild remonjlrance. His friends vifit of condolence. 

Ver. i. to the end. 


Job ii. i. 

A GAIN there 
was a day, 
when the » Tons of 
God came to pre- 

ient 


Job ii. I. 

HERE was another Sec+. 3; 
appointed, * important'—^7-^ 
feafon, when the blefled and 


faithful 


3 The Chaldee Parapbrajl ftile 3 thefe, troops of angels. 
Schmidius fuppofes them to be Job's guard, or miniitring 
fpirits : fuch as fome of the ancients, and particularly So¬ 
crates, feem to have believed, were appointed to every man* 
as genius’s, keepers, or conftant infpettors and attendants, 
during the courfe of his life on earth. The learned and 
ingenious Peters obferves on thefe reprefentations, that they 
are not fo much a poetical drefs and embelliftiment; as a 
prophetical ftyle, and (may I not add, eajlern ujual) way of 
reprefenting things to the mind in the ftrongeft images, au- 
thorifed by God himfelf in holy feripture ; and the ufunl 
form or ftyle wherein his prophets Were commanded to 
deliver the molt facred and certain truths* As kings tranl- 

C 2 aft 
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Sect. 3. faithful mlnifters of heaven 
k r-ry^—'and Providence, in full af- 
lu lt fembly, attended, to pay their 
addrefles, and know the fu- 
preme pleafure of the high and 
mighty one, who inhabiteth 
eternity : and the common e- 
nemy was enough daring and 
impudent, to intrude himfelf 
amongft the auguft court, into 
the glorious prefence. 

2 Heaven and earth’s great 
Lord and Guardian, the in- 
ftant he appeared, obferved, 
and thus demanded of him : 
from what quarter proceeded 
thou ? or in what diftrift, and 
to what purpofe had thou 
lately employed thy pervert¬ 
ed, and fubtle, wicked abili¬ 
ties and arts ? To whom the 
deftroyer anfwers : my lad 
dation, or rather, unfettled, 
wandering motion, has been 
upon earth : various diftridts 

whereof 


fent themfelves be¬ 
fore the Lord. And 
Satan came alfo a- 
mong them to pre- 
fent himfelf before 
the Lord. 


2. And the Lord 
Laid unto Satan, from 
whence comeft thou ? 
And Satan anfwer- 
ed the Lord, and 
faid, from going to 
and fro in the earth, 
and from walking up 
and down in it. 


aft their moft important affairs in a folemn council or af- 
fembly : fo God is pleafcd to reprefent himfelf as having 
his council, and as pafling the decrees of his Providence, 
in an aHembly of his holy angels. 2 Kings vi. 15, 16, 17. 
Ezek. i. 1. Jer. xxiii. 18. Vid. Michael. Com. in hoc. See Pet . 
Crit. Dijf. 4 to. p . 114, and 119. T here is no doubt to be 
made, the idioms ufed, and common forms of expreffion 
arenece/fnry to cloath ideas in, to be underilood ; and the 
people, of that time and place, knew full well what was 
meant by many ftrilcing images, allulions, and figurative 
expreffions, wherein there may be foine difficulty to us, 
who live in a different country, and at a greater diilance of 
time. 



\ 


3. And the Lord 
faid unto Satan: hall 
thou considered my 
fervant Job, that 
there is none like 
him in the earth, a 
perfeft and an up¬ 
right man, one that 
fearcth God, and ef- 
cheweth evil ? And 
Hill he b holdeth 
fall his integrity, al¬ 
though thou c mov- 

edft 
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whereof I have made fhort vi- Sect. 3. 
fits to, being fometimes with 'fT'C .— 
the inhabitants of one region or "* 

climate, fometimes with thofif 
of another. 

He who efteems his own 3 
moral attributes, as his moft 
glorious perfections ; and is 
peculiarly pleafed with the 
truth and virtue of his intel¬ 
ligent offspring, again vouch- 
faf^ thus to make inquifition 
of this reftlefs bufy wanderer. 

Haft thou ever fixed thy dif- 
honeft thoughts, or tried thy 
C 3 infidious 


b pnno. holdeth faf. Schultens takes to be a military 

term, and literally to fignify, that Job had not given up his 
armour , his Jhield, or his buckler was not beaten out of his en¬ 
trenchment, nor difartned ; i. e. retained his integrity. In its 
ufual acceptation, the word is very emphatical, and denotes 
a determined reflation, and invincible con fancy of mind, that 
both perfeveres, and actually prevails over all oppofition, a 
courage which nothing can form . Thus it is applied to the 
matchlefs and irrefiftible power of God himfelf. Prov . xxiii. 
11. See likewife , Dcut. xxxi. 7. Ifai. xxxv. 4. Jer. viii. 5. 

c rvon- moved fl, fignifies to excite , perfuade , f educe ; fome 
add, to fir up, inftigate to the utmof, or provoke and exafperate, 
with Jhouting and clapping of hands, as dogs are to feize and 
worry the prey . The fenfe here, as in moft other places of 
icripture, ieems to be pofejjing, drawing in, or carrying away, 
with plaufble arguments , fhiking reprefentations, or indirett hints, 
and artful, fy infinuations. See l Sam. i. 26. 1 Kings xxi. 23. 
2 Chron . xxxii. 11. Deut. xiii. 6, 7. 

The learned profeftor Cbapplovu thinks the emphafis would 
be ftrongcr, if the laft claufe was read — and yet thou movedf, 
Sec. or the interrogation continued, and th epraterit altered for 

the prefert or future — and dof thou, or wilt thou move, See. 
When the obvious fenfe, or natural connexion, require thefe 
liberties of interpretation, they may be taken, but in general 
ought to be avoided : and the verb in this place referring to 
the paf, thou movedf, feems the proper rendering. 
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Sect. 3. infidious arts, on my excellent me againft him, 
TT'-.l—' fervant Job ? What is thy o- t0 deftro / him witi * 

Job 11. 3. .. r \ ■ . . , , out caule. 

pinion or his principles ana 
character ? I repeat it, the 
whole earth exhibits not a 





brighter, nobler image of his 
Maker, hor an inftance of a 
more rational, impreffive, and 
indexible piety and virtue : 
when with furmifes of envy 
and perfidy, without any 
charge to lay, or fault to 
find deferving thereof, thou 
haft urged me, by uncom¬ 
mon tribulations, to prove 
and try his finceriry and con- 
ftancy : what hath this trial 
availed ? or what advantage 


haft thou gained ? Not the 
leaft ! he remains the fame 
that ever he was — unfhaken, 


inviolate, impregnable. 

To whom, ftung with this 
rebuke, and fraught with envy 
and guileful chicanery, the 
evil one replied. The trial 
}s inadequate, the fu fierings 
are flight, and the proof of 
Job *s integrity is by no means 

apparent: 


4, and And 

Satan anf%vered the 
Lord, and faid, d 
fltin for fkin, yea, 
all that a man hath, 
will he give for his 
life. But put forth 
thine hand now, and 

touch 


d Skin for jlin> the Chaldee Paraph raj} interprets, limb for 
limb. Schultens underftands by it, that being diverted pf 
earthly pofleflions, and even bereaved of children, refembles 
(light (wounds, or bruifes and hurts that go no deeper than the 
fkin. The meaning appears to be, one Jkiu for another , one 
important article , or one per Jon in the room of another : that is, 
he would not fcruple to compound with the lols of his cat* 
fie, and even children, tc five his own life. 



* couch his bone and 
his flelh, and he will 
f curfe thee to thy 
face. 
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apparent : his integrity and Sect. 3. 
courage mull be fmall indeed, 
to be overcome with lofles ’ 
that, he knows, time may re¬ 
trieve, or induftry fupply : 
the main concern, with all 
men, is their own dear per- 
fons ; and for their own fafety 
they are glad to compound with 
the lofs of every thing hefides : 
and let Job* with all his 
boafyd virtue, once feel the 
mighty hand of heaven, in 
the torturing anguilh of fierce 
maladies ; and he will return , 
even the Almighty , and that to 
his very face , a fuitable jdicta¬ 
tion : he will fill the air with 
heavy complaints, and the 
loudeft exclamations, againft 
the power that inflidts this 
mifery, or the Providence 
which only fuffers it to befall 
him. 

C 4 With 


c The learned Schultens very juftly fuppofes, — touch bis 
bone , &c. is a funilar Idiom to that borrowed from the Arabs, 
adegit cultrum ad os : expreflive of affli&ing in a tender arti¬ 
cle. or vital part ; and reducing to fuch extremity that life 
is defpaired of. May it not be afked, whether almoft all 
nations have not fome fuch like phrafe, as well as his favou¬ 
rite Arabs ? 

f That part of the paraphrafe which is in italics is taken 
from Peters \ who, I am very certain, by returning a fuitable 
falutation to the face , underftands, not what is, Itri&Iy and 
properly fpeaking % fuitable to fay to his face t or becoming to ex- 
prefs in his prefence , who is righteous in all his ways : but what 
Satan, perhaps, Ihould reckon fo, or what might be expected 
from a ruler able creature , who had renounced all religion, and 
was grown quite outrageous. 
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SfiCT.3. 




With a fovereign defiance, 
and utter contempt of this 
malignant, vile fuggeftion, 
the great Difcerner rejoins : 
One more bitter experiment 
may be made ; and in the 
invaluable article of bodily 
health thou art permitted, to 
the utmoft, to afflidt and dif- 
trefs him : under this reftric- 
tion,that his life (till remain in 
him,or that it be with no mor¬ 
tal and incurable diftemper. 

Upon obtaining this his 
wifhed for grant, the tor¬ 
mentor withdrew ; and with 
an unheard of cruelty, fell to 

immediately 


6 . And the Lord 
faid unto Satan, be¬ 
hold he is in thine 
hand, but 8 fave his 
life. 


7. So went Satan 
forth from the pre¬ 
fence of the Lord : 
and fmote Job with 
h fore boils from the 

foie 


* Save bis life . Did it not feem expedient, even as to this 
world, that Job fhould furvive a feries of fuch extraordinary 
calamities ? That his character fo attacked, and almoft 
eclipfcd, fhould again emerge and fttine forth in its native 
beauty and luftre ? And his integrity and fortitude, fo exer- 
piied and harrafled, at laft triumph ? In general the fuppofi- 
tion of another life folves all difficulties of this : but it may be 
worfh attending to, whether there was not fomething efpecial 
and particular in Job's cafe. This was fuggefted to me by 
a very learned and worthy friend ; it is ingenious, and may 
employ the more curious at fome of their leifure hours. 

h 0 ore boils , &c. Various have been the opinions and 
conjectures refpeCting this painful and grievous indifpofition. 
Some have reckoned it the variola, or fmallpox, faid to be 
frit taken notice of by the Arab phyficians. — Others, the 
lues venerea, fuppofed to be of Indian extraction, and to have 
made its nrit appearance in Europe, proceeding from fome 
unwholefome diet, amongft the French i'oldiery lying before 
Naples. From a refemblance of fymptoms, Bechet and Pit¬ 
cairn favoured this notion : and probably it occafioned an 
article to be inferted in a Miflal printed at Venice A. D. 
J542. to be ufed by the recovered from that difeafe, in 

honour 



foie of his foot unto 
his crown. 


9 . And he took 
him a potfherd to i 
fcrape himfejf with¬ 
al ; and he fat down 
among the alhes. 


q, Then faid his 
wife unto him, doft 

thou 
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immediately executing it: he Sect. 3. 
gave fuch a taint and infec- v t TVT^ 
tion, or raifed fuch a com- 
motion and violent inflam¬ 
mation, in the blood and 
juices of Job's body, as 
quickly overfpread the whole 
of it, with fiery eruptions, or 
ulcerous eating fores. 

The acute, inexprefiible g 
pain and anguilh thefe cre¬ 
ated/ added to the weight of 
grief he before conflidted with, 
could not but render him ex¬ 
tremely miferable : the reft- 
lefs, good man, was truly re¬ 
duced to the neceflity of try¬ 
ing every expedient for the 
leaft refpite ; and one while 
applied ragged Ihells, or bro¬ 
ken earthen ware to cleanfe 
or eafe the part, moft vio¬ 
lently affedted : another, fat 
down penfive and mournful 
amidft heaps of rubbilh and 
alhes. 

At the fad fight of this 9 
fpedtacle for wretchednefs, 

Job's 


honour of St. Job, as he is there Ailed, and as peculiarly 
obliged to his prevailing interceflion for their happy deliver¬ 
ance. The opinion belt fupported is, that it was the Lepra 
Arabum> or EUpbantiaJis , the fymptoms whereof are fpecified 
by Galen % Pont anus, Arataus, Cardan , Sec. Very nearly agree¬ 
ing with the patient man’s defperate cafe, as recorded in the 
facred book. VitL Bartbol. De Morb • Bib. p. 33. 

1 For fcrape , the Chaldee and Arabic ufe a word commonly 
applied to pulling leaves and bark off from trees. 
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Sect. 3. Job' s unthinking and impa- 

tient wife thus expoftulated : 

11#9 * you may (till, if you pleafe, 
determine to profefs an high 
regard for religion, and to 
fupport the chara&er of an 
Undeviated probity ; but if, 
as the cafe appears, you are 
upon the point ot perifhing, 
in my opinion it is much 
more advifeable, openly and 
frankly to acknowledge — 
either that you are a difguifed 
and fecrec, but moft certain 
and enormous (inner, and are 
juftly punifhed : or, that the 
ftri&eft piety and virtue are 
no fecurity ; therefore, no o- 
bligation upon you, further 
to obferve them : nor hardly 
keep any meafures at all, with 
a power that could fo eafily 
relieve, and yet fuffers you to 
languifh, and be utterly loft, 
under fuch an accumulated 
weight of overwhelming mi- 
fery. 

To 


thou Hill retain thine 
integrity ? k Cnrfe 
God, and die* 


fc Cur/e God , Sec. In the paraphrafe of this laft claufe the 
reader will obferve two different interpretations. The for¬ 
mer is fupported by good authorities : and yet, with all proper 
deference, I am inclined to the latter, as better cori’efponding 
with the principal fubjefl. This was j^’s integrity —- now 
controverted, and abating or giving which up woald end the 
debate but if he perlifted, as ne had done, to adhere to it,ihe 
faw no iifue, nor could imagine what further proof might be 
expe&ed ; therefore advifes — matters fcarce could be worfe 
— at all events to renounce it. 
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10. But hefaid un- 
to her, tliou fpeakeit 
as one of the 1 foolilh 
women fpeakcth : 
m What ? Shall we 
n receive good at the 

hand 


To whom the patient and Sect, 3. 
humble man very pertinent- 
]y ahfwered : fuch Uncouth, 0 ll# I0 * 
ftrange expreffions, fuch paf- 

fionate, rafti reflections, from 

the 


1 mVjjn. f«»n 'jai — lignifying to be deflitute of 
Jirengtb/fpirit or courage — > to be nxea k , timorous , dajiardly — 
ordinarily the weakeft people being the moft peevifh, rafti, 
and paflionate : it is the femlnirie plural of Natal, which is 
fully explained, in the iriean chara&er, and ftiort hiftory, of 
the churlifh and froward perfbn bearing that name. 1 Sam. 
xxv. 25. 

m DJ- Jtane, certe, profeHo, imo, properly rendered is, 
indeed? in reality ? in verity ? is it fo to do ? or, fay you Jo 
truly ? expreflive of an unuiual furprize, and an entire dis¬ 
approbation. 

n Scbultenj underftands as in the Greet, 

and as denoting more than barely to receive : to cbufe y take 
bold of and embrace ; or,' accept with pledfure as a gift or pre- 
fent. It is obfervable that the fame word is ufed both of 
good and evil: and, however valuable criticifm is, I fufpeft, 
moft men will incline to a meaning confident with their na¬ 
tural fenfations ; and the difference they unavoidably make 
betwixt pleafure and pain, ptofperity and adVeHity : duty 
may bid us patiently kifs the rod ; but our contexture muft 
be greatly altered, not to feel the fmart. However, an ad¬ 
mired writer of our own feems referring to this. 

- - — Thou haft been 

As one in differing all, that fuffers nothing : 

A man who fortune's buffets arid rewards 

* ‘ r 

Has ta’en with equal thanks. 

And blefled are they, fcfr. 

Another — to the fame purpofe. 

—-Thou haft feen mount Atlas 

While ftorms and tempeils thunder on its brows, 

And oceans break their billows at its feet, 

It ftands unmoved, arid glories in its height: 

Such is that— man,; his'tow ring foul 
’Midft all the ftiocjcs and injuries of fortune, 

Rifes fuperior,, . 
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S?ct. 3. the unthinking and froward. 

^T >?— 4 of your fex, would not fur- 

jO U. IO. p r j^ one . k ut f Vom y QU ^ W J 10 

have known me in profperity, 
and now under the heavieft 
load of dire diftrefies, I confefs 
they do aftonilh me. Pray ! 
what but fliort-fighted, and 
imperfedl creatures, are the 
wifeft and beft of mankind ? 
Or, what is the world we fo* 
journ in, but a condition of 
being fubjedted to inconftancy, 
— abounding with changes ? 
Neverthelefs, under the admi¬ 
rable diredtion of a moft gra¬ 
cious Providence, which dif- 
tributes at one happy period, 
with an unfparing hand, dif- 
tinguifhed favours \ wherein 
we* are to rejoice : which at 
another, yet with no unkind 
views, adminifters afflidtion 
and adverfity, for us to ac« 
quiefce in and improve : nei¬ 
ther of them, ftriftly Ipeaking, 
being certain proofs of love or 
hatred — but talents to ufe, 
and ftations to do honour to, 
by a virtuous character and a 
confcious integrity. The ad¬ 
ditional fliock, Job thus brave¬ 
ly fuftained ; neither, on ac¬ 
count of perfonaly bodily Of¬ 
ferings, did his reafon, inte¬ 
grity, and religious principles 
alter, or fail to fupport him. 

So 


hand of God, and 
fhall we not receive 
evil ? In all this did 
not Job fin with his 
lips. 
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i i. Now when 
Job’s three friends 
heard of all the evil 
that was come upon 
him, they came every 
one from his own 
place; ° Eliphaz the 
Temanite, and Bil- 
dad the Shuhite, and 
Zophar the Naama- 
thite : for they had 
made an appoint¬ 
ment together to 
come to mourn with 
him, and to comfort 
him. 


So total and precipitate a Sect. 3. 
downfal and ruin, in a man 
of Job's fortune and charac¬ 
ter, could not but be reported 
far and wide : and three con- 
fiderable perfons of his for¬ 
mer acquaintance, named, £- 
liphaz the Temanite, Bildad the 
Shuhite , and Zophar the Na* 
amathite , hearing thereof, a- 
gree upon a time, and under¬ 
take a journey, to pay him a 
vifit of condolence : and as 


affettionate, fincere friends, 
adminifter all the confolation 


that they were capable of, or 
his deplorable circumftances 
admitted. 


i2.Andwhenthey 
lifted up their eyes 
afar off, and knew 

him 


Their arrival in Job's coun- 12 
try, and firft diftant view of 
his diftrefied condition, con¬ 
firmed but too fully the mod 

tragical 


0 Eliphaat, the fon ofTbeman , the third from Efau , See Gen . 
xxxvi. 4. Or I Thrnan was the place of his refidence : a city 
eaft of Idumea , within the confines of Arabia Deferta. Light f. 
Chron. p. 25. Spankeim C. xiv. S . 5. and C. iv. S. u. and 
Michael, in hoc . 

Bildady a defcendant of Shuah t one of the Tons of Abraham 
by Keturah 9 and a relation of Job : whofe country took its 
name from him, and belongs to Arabia Deferta . 

7,ophar t the Naamathite f rendered by the LXK , O Mtfaiflf, 
which Spanheim fuppofes to be the fame with the Maonim 
mentioned i Chron . iv. 40. 2 Chron. xx. 1. being a people 
who dwelt in Arabia Deferta , eaftward of the Ammonites . Hi ft. 
Job. C. xiv. p. 460. Tom. it. p.S 52. But were not thefe ac¬ 
tually the children of Ham , or Ammon , i. e. Ammonites ? And 
have we any thing certain and determinate upon record with 
regard to his original ? 

The learned Grotius obferves on this part of the world, 
that it has been remarkable for giving birth to men of emi¬ 
nence, and the moll; celebrated philofophers. 
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Sect. 3, tragical accounts, and renewed 

* their forrows. They beheld 
jo 1 indeed their worthy friend ; 

but how difmally altered, and 
utterly unlike what he once 
was! A picture moft ghaftly, 
and truly mortifying to hu¬ 
man nature ! They acknow- 
ledged the fad difference, and 
gave fenfible proofs, and all 
cuftomary tokens how deeply 
they were concerned for it. 

*3 If the profpeft at fome dis¬ 
tance greatly affeded, the 

nearer 


him not, they p lifted 
up their voice and 
wept; and they rent 
every one his man¬ 
tle, and fprinkied 
duft upon their heacU 
towards heaven. 

9 • - 


13. So they ^ fat 
down with him upon 

the 


P In this manner the ancient orientals, and others of the 
firft ages, expreffed their afflidled fenfe of lome extraordinary 
calamity. 2 Sam. i. 12. JoJh. vii. 6. 1 Sam. iv. 12. Jon . iii. 6. 
And thus Homer , II, 2. 23. Odiff. a* 320. Virgil , i 2 £n. x. 844, 
Thus Laertes and Achilles, 


- - -And forrowing fpread 

A cloud of alhes on his hoary head. 

His purple garments and his golden hairs, 

Thofe he deforms in dull, and thefe he tears. 

Pope . 

4 Something fimilar occurs in the mournful lilence of the 
captive brethren by the river Chebar , Ezek. iii. 15. And in 
JEfcbylws reprefentation of Niobe , three days fucccflively 
fitting, covered with a veil, penfive and filent on the tomb 
of her children. The meaning is, they performed the friendly 
office of a mofl cordial condolence, agreeably to the ufual 
forms of that age and country: and in the cuftom and manner 
reprefented here, may wc not obferve a ilriking portrait of 
ancient fimplicity; and being nearer the original of unaffec¬ 
ted, genuine nature — former friends meet upon a mournful 
occafion — the firll fight renews it — they only look at each 
other — they fpcak not a word — the heart is quite full — 
the grief too big for utterance. They fit down — the na¬ 
tural paflions muft be left to operate — to fpend themfelves — 
and of courfe fubiide a bale — before calm rcafon can refume 
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the ground feven 
days, and fevers 
nights, and none 
fpake a word unto 
hun : for they faw 
that his grief was 


nearer approaches quite a- Sp ct. 3 . 
mazed and confounded them : rry ,—- 
they remained for fome time^° 11,12 
in a profound filence, and full 
of confirmation : his corn- 


very great. plete mifery was very appa¬ 

rent, and with what an heavy 
weight it fat upon his mind. 


CHAR III. SECT. IV* 

Job breaks filence y with reflections, if not natural 
and unavoidable to extreme diflrefs , yet ufual to 
the ancients , and indeed common to unfortunate 
and miferable men in all ages and places. He la - 
ments bis being born ; and throws the ulmoft neg - 
left and contempt upon the time when it happened . 

Inftead of lights he wifhes it devoted to gloomy 
darknefs ; and rather than the cuftomary pomp 
and mirths — to fokmn , inconfolable fadnefs and 
mourning . Ver. i.—13. 

J ob in. 1. Job iii. 1. 

A FTER this confcious of his own c 

opene Jo^ J fincerity and integrity, and , £C J-^ 

yet Job iii. i f * 


its authority, prefcribe remedies, or give counfel. Memo¬ 
rials of this fcene, and the rites and ufages obferved in it, are 
faid to be preferved, to this day, in the Levant, and other 
places. Vid. Lev . De Mod . p . 181. 

1 A difference in the ftyle and arrangement of the words 
is very obvious, therefore the advocates for the metre or 
verification of this facred book fuppofe it to begin here. 

* ’rVO nno ^hultens remarks, that this phrafe not only 
exp re Acs, difcourfe , communication, or conveying the thought* in 

words. 
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Sect -4. yet apprehenfive of the difad- 

' —' vantageous light his unhappy 
jc iii, 1 circumflances might appear 

in, to thofe who did not fully 
know him, after this long fi- 

lence 


his mouth, and 1 cur- 
fed his day. 


words, but an un referred freedom , and the utmofi vehemence in 
doing it . And whatever becomes of the learned author's 
criticifm, it is very evident, that in confidence of the jurtnefs 
of his caufe, and his own integrity. Job' s declarations are 
unconltrained, open, and full of energy. And as to the 
confiltency of them with his charadter for piety and inte¬ 
grity, and an extraordinary patience, it may be obferved, 
that all his good qualities and virtues were no more than 
thofe of a man ; neither was he diverted of human nature, 
which could not but be nature, and fufccptible of impref- 
iions from a feries of the greatert calamities. Did not the 
prophets Habakkuk and Jeremiah ufe pretty much the fame 
tenu* refpcdling their nativity ? The Apoftle, did he not 
defre to be diffolvcd ? And one eminently dirtinguilhed be¬ 
yond them all, wirti the cup might pafs from hitn , nay add, my 
God , ;;;y God , why haji thou forfaken tne ? 

* Beiides, the term ufed is not ■nx or am tut y? p 
the opportte, or direct contrary of which is, “1^3 fignifying 
to do honour to , or to celebrate with pleafure and fejiivity , a 
method of treating Job's birth day ; thofe who are the rea¬ 
died to blame him will fcarce reckon fuitable to his prefent 
circumrtances. The ufe Thuattus made of this chapter is 
worth remarking ; whofe curtom, he fays, it was to make 
an anniverfary repetition of it on every returning St, Bar - 
tholomenv day, in abhorrence of the detertible perfidy, and 
execrable bloody villany then committed by the Parifta* 
maflacre. 

Excidat ille dies sevo, ne poftcra credant 
Secola nos certa taceamus, ct obruta multa 
Nodle tegi propria: patiamur crimina gentis. 

yid. Thuan , ////?. L. liii. 

is the future tenfe, therefore, in ftriftnefs, rendered 
Jball or willper'Jb : but in this place, with the learned gram¬ 
marian, we mud fuppofe it ufed inrtead of the optative mood, 
.which is wanting to the Hebrews, ViJ, Glafs , Philo/. Sacr , 
p. 367. . 



2,and 3. And Job 
fpake and faid, let 
the u day perilh 
wherein l was born, 
and the ■ night in 

^ which 
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knee begins the converfation: Sect. 
and fo far from doing honour V r:T J 

• w 1 m r JOB it 

to his day, in open and unar- 
fefted, truly fpirited and pa¬ 
thetic drains, pours on it the 
utmod negleft and contempt. 

His own honed and drik- 2, 3 * 
ing expreflions were to the 
following purpofe. My na¬ 
tivity and procreation were 

introductory 


v The cuftom of obferving days of nativity appears to have 
been very ancient. A general reafon for the good man’s fe- 
verity on his own, might be the utter impropriety of all joy¬ 
ous lcenes to a perlon in his condition ; and fome add an¬ 
other, which might create an averlion, raife an high dilguft, 
•viz. that Job' s children were aflembled upon one of thefe 
anniverfary occaftons, when they met with fo tragical a fate. 
Vid. Herod \ L . 1 .^. 133. Alex* ab Alex* Gen. D. L . ii. C. 22. 
Macroh. i. 16. 

* The night which told is the literal tranflation, which is 
very improperly rendered, the night in which it was faid, if 
not abfurdly. The word, as it frequently fignifies, had been 
better interpreted, commanded, ordered , appointed . But it is 
cuilomary with the Hebmvs, and what the Arabs are fond of, 
to ufe this mythological manner of exprefiion, and reprefent 
both dumb creatures as fpeaking, and even inanimate beings, 
as if they were living caules, and confcious agents. 7he night 
that told, then, denotes no more in their mode of fpecch, than 
the night on which it happened* 7bus the night conceived, the 
day brought forth , &c. Thefe cannot eafily be miftaken, and 
there is excellence and majefty in them, as there is na¬ 
ture and beauty in thefe ellipfis's and breaches : literally tjie 
words run — let the day persjh — 1 was born on it. — And the 
mght it (aid — that a man-ebild is conceived* The next verfe 
— 7hat day — let it be darknefs. Sec. This chapter, and many 
other parts of this performance, are worthy the learned 
critic's moft curious observation, both as to the ftyle and 
idioms, and efpecially as to the arrangement, order, and con¬ 
nexion of fentiments, with the ftrength and force they ga¬ 
ther in every progreflive ftep, or additional idea.—There is 
fomething in them refembling a pile of buildings, or piece 
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Sect. 4. introductory to all thefe ! I 

moft heartily defpife, and wifti 
oblivion may bury, or per¬ 
dition feize the inaufpicious 
times of both of them. 

My real defire is, that the 
ordinary laws of Providence 
might be revoked on that dif- 


mal day ; and the common 
benefit of light denied it: that 
the great Lord of heaven and 
eternity would difown, and 
his fun in yon firmament 
abandon it to entire darknefs. 

And not only mere priva¬ 
tion, as to the fun's glorious 
rays, but that fpecies of dark¬ 
nefs which is thickeft, moft 
gloomy and dreadful as death 
itfelf; I fhould be pleafed 
might engrofs and contami- 

D D 

nate it: let it be overcaft with 
brooding fogs of an infec¬ 
tious air i — made horrible 

with 


which it was faid, 
there is a man-child 
conceived. 


4. Let that day be 
darknefs.let not God 
regard it from above, 
neither let the light 
fhine upon it. 


5. Let darknefs 
and the fhadow of 
death Rain it, let 3 
cloud dwell upon it, 
let the darknefs of 
the day terrify it. 


of Snilhcd architecture, wherein every part is both perfect in 
itfelf, and adds to the fymmetry, beauty, and magnificence 
of the whole. It would iwell the notes coo much, to give, 
the naked images, and I have endeavoured to exhibit them 
in the paraphrafe. Were not the following Lines borrowed 
from them ? 

Curs'd be the fatal day that gave me birth, 

In clouds of darknefs let it Rill be hid. 

And roll no more in the vaR rounds of time. 

Silence and folitude dwell every where. 

And darknefs only be the wretch's day. 

All the curtain? of the Iky be drawn 
And the Rars wing. 



6 . As for that 
night, let darkrtfifs 
fetae upon it; let it 
not be joined to the 
days of the year 
let it not come Into 
the number of the 
months. 


t 

* 

7. So let that night 
be folitary, let ho 
jayfoi voice come 

therein. 


8 . Let them curfe 
it that curfe the day, 
who are ready to 
raife up their mourn- 
wg. 


9. Let the ftars of 
the twilight thereof 
be dark, let it look 
for light, but have 
none, neither let it 
fee the dawning of 
r$he day, 
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with rifing tempefts, or only Sdc*. 4. 
remembered as days are 0 
publick calamity. Jol),ll - s ‘ 

As for that ne^ef to be 6 


enough detefted night, appro¬ 
priate it entirely to obfeura- 
tion ; feparate it from all 
other portions of time ; erafe, 
deftroy, annihilate it from 
having any difference made 
of it in calendars or chroni¬ 
cles : or ever hereafter being 
reckoned in accounts of re¬ 


volving months or years. 

By no means let it be coft- 7 
fidered ad a feftival, and cele¬ 
brated as an occafion of en¬ 


tertainments, diverfions, and 
demonftrations of joy ; but 
of folitirde, dejeftednefs, and 
melancholy. 

If there be one more fubtle 8 


and expert in curfes than o- 
thers, that declares extraordi¬ 
nary marked out days, or 
preiides over funerals, let him 
raife his loudeft cries againft, 
or fpend all his imprecations 
on, this woeful day. 

And once more, let no part 9 
of that execrable night, what¬ 
ever efforts are made for it, 

j j w m • • -l. 

find the lead glimmerings of 
light fhed upon it: no twi¬ 
light not dawn; not a twink¬ 
ling flat, nor tbe feebleft ray: 

£) % but 
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IO 


Sjct. 4. but from beginning to end, 

it be unremitted, total 
j0b “*• 9> darknefs. 

The reafon is very obvious, 
and to me thoroughly con¬ 
vincing ; becaufe had the laws 
of generation not taken place, 
but fome way my paflage into 
life been then obltruCted, and 
effectually prevented, this life 
could not have been doomed 
to be embittered with thefe 
mod: afflictive fcenes. 

To have died previous to 
my pregnant mother’s painful 
delivery, or expired immedi¬ 
ately afterwards, and early 
efcaped from life, its feeble 
lamp being extinguifhed as 
foon as lighted \ how much 
preferable ! how greatly de- 

firable 


11 


10. y Becaufe it 
{hut not up the 
doors of my mother's 
womb, nor hid for- 
row from mine eyes. 


It.* Why died I 
not from the womb ? 
Why did I not give 
up the ghoft when 
I came out of the 
belly ? 


y The following ingenious lilies may be quoted as fimilar. 

The dead are only happy and the dying, 

'1 he dead are dill, and lading flumbers hold them. 

Death ends our woes, 

And the kind grave fhuts up the mournful feene. 

* 

For a parallel place offeripture fee Jer. xx. 14, 15, 16. 

* It has already been obferved, what beauty and dignity 
the feiitiments in this work derive from their order andpo- 
fition : the flru&ure and oeconomy of the words likewife 
gives them the utmoft energy and fuklimity : why, fays 
Job t did not the womb exclude fo unhappy a perfon, or 
fhut me up and confine me ? He proceeds — why had I 
life ? Or wherefore did I retain it when given ? To what end 
any means ufed to preferve it ? &V. 
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Arabic in comparifon with Sect. 4. 
what has been allotted me ! ‘ T>.7 
12. Why did the Moreover, when I had^° 111,1 ** 
knees prevent me f breathed vital air, and juft 

Sat'Aodd £k? looked on the world » a releafe 

might have eafily happened 
to my weak and helplefs in¬ 
fancy ; had it not been for 
the unafked care, and over 
officious, really barbarous 
pains of relatives and nurfes. 

To what purpofe their fo 
welcome reception, ready ob- 
fervance, and conftant fufte- 
nance, all to rear, train, or 
ripen a moft unhappy man, 
to full maturity ? 


SEC T. y. 

Job affigns bis reafons why he moft ftncerely wijhed 
never to have entered upon this mortal being , or 
betimes have quitted it. He enlarges very ele¬ 
gantly and emphatically , on the comparative ad¬ 
vantages of death and the grave : concluding with 
fome farther intimations of his own Jufferings 
Ver. 13, to the end. 


* 


Job iii. 13. 


F OR now fhould 
I have lain Hill 




Job iii. 13. 

O W welcome any one 
of the gates of mort.t 

D 3 liny 


1 




* There is a remarkable beautiful climax or gradaron l a 
the form and contexture of the words—I fhould have hid tnc 

-.low il 
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.$b.ct. j.lity to have been opened to 
\'rXT-‘ the peaceful quiet harbour, 

jo vy j ;iere a |j ^ ant j 

mountainous, taging billows, 
©f anxious care, throbbing 
pain, and rending grief ftiouki 
have fubfided ; and an entire 
relaxation, undreaming, fweet 
repofe; uninterrupted., perfe& 
tranquility, and' everlafHng 
reft entiled. 

Where 


and been quiet, I 
ffiould have ftept ; 

1 been at 

fell. 


down —had nothin? to djftur.b me in that pofture — have 
gdne to fleep —^arni to all purpQfes truly refted. 

^The fojlpwmg elegant linds rfprefent the promiscuous, 

mixed Hate of d\ mortal femaics. 

■ 

Can pomp and pride make difference in our duff! 

Go caff a curious look on Helen's tomb ; 

Do rofes floupfh there, or myrtles bjqom 1 
The mighty Alexander's grave Survey ; 

See is there aught uncommon in the clay ! 

.Shines tjie.eardi brighter round it, to declarq 
The gloriqi^ .rbb^r ofahe world Jies ^re ?. 

What, do, thy pyre^l^ fcWPfife 1 

What groamefs in the high rpjs^I foriy lies f 
The lines of Ninus th is poor cdmfort'brings. 

We fef their duff, aijd traffrek for their kings, 

f * 

mnnn defolaiaifibi r vajiitatcs. Some 

reckon this alludes to repairing or rebuilding what the 
depredations of time, or ravages of war had deffroyed. 
Others, .erefting in uqjnfiabited defarts, fepulchrai nipnu- 
inents, mausoleums, of pyramids : whjph was copimonly 
done, and moff probhbly is the meaning : indeed the words 
migh£ bear aoqdipr fpnfe, and contain ap excellent moral — 
they lay foundations — b^t it is in duft. — They raife 
pO'mpous edifices r- 1 but they will ffiortly fall into ruins and 
jdefolation. Such is the fatality attending all human affairs, 
#pd fo ipnpplhhlf apy fpjid ground of durable, everlafting 

IWWW/' *» wi%ja afld virtue. 
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14. With kings 
and counfellors of 
the earth, which 
built defolate places 
for themfelves : 


* 


Where there is no further Sect. 5. 
diftin&ion, no room for envy J 

and civil jealoufy, for the en- ’ 
chantick magick of fecular 
power, the viGonary, fond 
conceits of earthly greatnefs; 
but my lot would have been 
common with that of illuf- 


trious potentates and able po¬ 
liticians, the founders of Hates 
and rulers of kingdoms : be¬ 
twixt whofe depofited poor 
remains and mine there would 

k 

have been no material differ¬ 


ence, notwithftanding their la¬ 
borious, fplendid provifions, 
of monuments in defart places; 
of magnificent towers, or the 
ftrongeft pyramids •, all, alas! 
perifhable memorials, and 
weak defences, to perpetuate 
dying fame, or guard againfi 
the univerfal depredations of 
all-devouring time. 

15. Or b with As the unwearied toils *5 

of a mighty, boundlefs am¬ 
bition ; fo the re file fs, tor¬ 
turing care of an infatiable* 
fordid avarice here they all 
end: thehigheftemployments 
are refigned, and exhauftlefs 
D 4 treafures 


princes that had 
gold, who filled their 
Koufrs with filver : 


Pincda y Pocock , and others, have obferved on the rich ^ 
furniture, precious jewels, and vaft quantities of gold and 
filver, which it was cuftojnary to depofite with their remains 
in the magnificent fepqlchres of the 4 rah. Vid. Pined, in 
hoc. and Pocock in Not . ad Spec . Hi ft. Arab. 164, 
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Sect. 5. treafures lavifhed out upon, 
—'or laid in their magnificent 
Jo 11 ** , 5 * fepukhres, utterly infignifi- 

cant: I fhould know no more 
poverty, nor any Ms, than 
thofe who once called mines 
their own, or whole tombs 
are filled with immenfe riches. 
16 As to any bodily pain or 
pleafure, and the lead fecular 
hope or fe*r, no one man 
more than another, is diflin- 
guifhable from the injured 
outcaft abortive, or the un- 
finifhed falfe conception. 

.17 Here is moreover a cefia- 
tion, and fovereign relief, as 

to 


x6 e Or as an hid- 
den untimely birth 
J had not been ; as 
infants which never 
faw light. 


17. 6 There the 
wicked ceafe from 


troubling ; 


c This feems to conneft bell, and mod naturally to follow 
the 1 i tb verfe, and probably was mifpiaced by fome negli¬ 
gent or faulty tranferiber. 

d Two different fenfes are given in the paraphrafe, taking 
in both the literal meaning, and our tranflation : though, 
with Schu/tens , I am ready to think the proper interpretation 
is, thofe agitated with violent diforders, or to/Ted upon the 
ocean of a life full of calamities — are now wholly exempt 
from them : and thofe whofe fpirits were jaded and quite 
exhaulted, with a toilfome weary march, at their journey's 
end. The diftemper he reckons like that very fingular one 
phyfijians ffyle, cboria Jandi <viti t or one the elephant is 
fometimes feized with. 

The lines quoted below feem tb be fimilar, and cannot but 
entertain the ingenious reader. 

Death we lho’d prize as the beff gift of nature, 

As a fafe inn where weary travellers, 

When they have journey’d through a world of cares, 

put off life, and be at reft fore ver. 

No wars, no wrongs, no tyrants, no defpair, 

Diflurb the quiet 


Death 
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troubling ? and there 
the weary be at reft. 


18. There the • 

prifoners reft toge¬ 
ther, they hear not 
the voice of the op- 
preffor. 


in. 17 


to various evils : the fierceft Sect. 
pains, the heavieft calamities, 
and the mod ungoverned, dil- 
trading paflions: the troublers 
of mankind forbear their vio¬ 
lence, the oppreffed lay down 
their burdens, and the weary 
traveller finks down to reft. 

It is, as redemption and 18 
liberty to captives in war, or 
the vidims of ftern juftice : 
no longer are they held in 
lonely durance, loaded with 
irons, at the capricious will of 
exading keepers, nor terrified 
with the infulting menaces of 
proud opprefiors. 

Difference 


Death is the priviledge of human nature, 

And life without it were not worth our taking. 
Thither the poor, the pris’ner, and the mourner. 
Fly for relief, and lay their burdens down. 

The glafs is almoft run, the fcene is Ihort, 
Prefenting but one object to my view ; 

O eloquent, O juft, O mighty death ! 

Who (hall recount the wonders of thy hand ? 
Whom none can counfel thou haft well advis’d. 
And whifper’d wifdom to the deafeft ear. 

Whom all have trembled at thy might has dar’d. 
Whom all have flatter’d thou alone hail fcorn’d. 
And fwept poor deify’d mortality 
With common allies to an humble grave. 

Death joins us to the great majority, 

’Tis to be born to Plato 's and to Carfar's, 

’Tis to be great forever; 

’Tis pleafure, ’tis ambition then to die. 


* By prifoners feems meant, captives taken in war, or perfont 
on fome account fubje&ed to the confinement and miferies 
of a prifon or tower, from bind with cords and chains . 
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Sect. 5. Difference there is none in 
—'the grave, of birth or for- 
U1,| 9’ tune> ran k or character ; the 
moft exalted, and the ipean- 
ell, are in equal circumflan- 
ces ; neither do any command 
or obey ; exercife dominion 

or pay fubjeflioji : even the 
loweft Gave ha& his manupiif- 
lion aod full difcbargp. 

In the ju/teft eftimaxe of 
dearth and its 


20 



priv 

what reafbo can be given why 
it is denied y and a moft m in¬ 
ferable life prolonged, to thofe 
who fpend it pnly in con>r 
plaints, and melancholy bitter 
reflections. 


*9. The linalland 
great are f there, and 
the fervant is free 
from his mailer. 


20. Wherefore is 
light given to him 
that is in mifery, and 
life unto the bitter in 
foul. 


21 Though ufually fo to others, 
dying is no matter of concern 
or terror to them ; they truly 
defire, and exp^il impatiently, 
that dear mortality, which 
fhuns, which flies them. Ne¬ 
ver were the richeft frefh 
mine, or concealed immenfe 
wealth, more the objeft of 
the greedy worldling’s covet¬ 
ous wilh.es, and moft diligent 
refearches, to obtain and fe- 


21. Which long 
for death, but it 
cometh not, and dig 
for it more than for 
hid tre afuie. 


cure them. 



1 Kiri Something very emphatical in the expreflion. 

Ibi ipfc : id eft idem : ibidem : eodem gradu habitus . They are 
ail one and the fame : in all refpeSs alike : there it not the Uaft 
difference made among the whole affembly. 



2 2. Which rejoice 
exceedingly, and are 
glad when they can 
rind the grave. 


2 3 * 8 is 

given to a man w hole 
way is hid, and 
whom God hath 
hedged in. 


24. For my h figh- 
; .ng conieth before I 

ear, 
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In the neareft profpeft of Sect. 5 , 
this fovereign refuge of an j .'7rr r -T J 

° i ” i , » Job m. 2 2 

qp«n gr^ve, they would be 
highly delighted, l?ap for joy, 
and exult in raptures and tri¬ 
umph. 

Coufider their grounds and 23 
reafons, and there is nothing 
ftrange, unaccountable, or un- 
reafonabje, in fuch longing de¬ 
fires : for there is no other vi- 
fible expedient of relief, nor 
end, of mifery* The mazes 
3nd labyrinths they are in¬ 
volved in feem abfolutely in¬ 
extricable : and inexpreffible 
difficulties and perplexities as 
the, ftronge^ fences, Jb envi¬ 
ron them, that it is impoffiblt 
otherwise to break through, 
or find .a way to efcape. 

Never can thefe calamitous 24 
ctrcumftances be more pro- 



f>. It may be obferved, that a different interpretation is 
given of.this verie— \yhich runs thus—let light be bellowed, 
or days prolonged, to a man enjoying profperity, and under 
a divine prote&ion : probably owing to the laft claufe, which 
in other places denotes fo much: the connexion and fenie 
will not, that 1 fee, be much altered, fhould this be allowed : 
but I prefer the former rendering, as more dire&ly of a piece 
with the entire context. 

,l 1 cannot but congratulate the worthy Mr. Peters's happy 
family, if he has one, When I read in his excellent diflertation 
— 41 Why Ihould Job's grief and ligha recur at his meals 
“ particularly, but becaufe thefe would naturally put him in 
44 mind of his fons and daughters being met together at 

* «■ their 
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S6CT.5. perly applied, than to my 
'rryr 'owncompleatlydiftreffedcafe. 
J° m,2 +*What do I truly live upon 

but mournful fighs ? Or 
what drink down the largeft 
draughts of but the moft bitter 
lamentations ? Not more na¬ 
tural is it for hungry lions to 
howl, and impetuous torrents 
to rage and roar, than it is 
habitual to my troubled breall 
to fend forth groans and cries. 

25 How ftiould it be expedted 
to be otherwife, for in thofe 
fecular inftances I held moft 
important of the kind, I am 
moft a fufferer, and what I was 
truly apprehenfive for is di¬ 
rectly ftruck at, efpecially laid 
wafte. 


eat, and my roarings 
are poured out like 
the waters. 


2$. For the thing 
which I greatly fear¬ 
ed is come upon me, 
and that which I was 
afraid of is come un- 

m 

to me. 


26 The train of evils was, 
moreover, fo fuccefiive and 

uninter- 


26. »I was not in 
fafety j neither had I 

reft; 


,f their banquets, when the houfe fell upon them and def- 
14 troyed them.” I am inclined to fall in with another of 
his very natural and reafonable fuppofitions, that the greateft 
of Job's fears was for his children : efpecially, for the text in 
other places leaves us no room to doubt it, this tender pa¬ 
rent was in continual folicitude, left any impiety might have 
been committed by them in their more unguarded hours, that 
might provoke the Deity to punilh them. Whether this 
was the real fear, and whether they did become guilty and 
fuffer, is no where clearly and exprefsly told us. See Pet. 
Crit . Dijf. 4J0. p. 55> 58. As to Job' s vifiters’s furmifes on 
this head, they might have no better foundation than thofe 
refpeOing his own perfon, which we are allured had no 
ground at all. 

* The Chattee Paraphraft interprets this, reading it interro • 
gatively — that Job could eafily have fupprefled his grief on 

account 
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red ; neither was I 
quiet; yet trouble 
came* 
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uninterrupted, and the mife- Sect. 5. 
ries fo increafed, and crouded 'r i 

, , r Jobm.20. 

upon one another at the fame 
time, that they raifed my 
alarms, debarred me of all 
means or power to guard 
againft them. I fhould have 
readily fubmitted to the or¬ 
dinary incidents of a variable 
chequered ftate ; but in the 
fmalleft compafs of time, and 
without being forewarned, I 
was all on a fudden, reduced 
to this deplorable, mod mi* 
ferable condition. 


account of the lofs of his cattle; nor did the other pieces of 
bad news much difturb his reft or quiet, till it was told him 
of the death of his children, and then trouble came upon him 

indeed. 

The indulgent parent will not be difpleafed with the fol- 
lowing pathetic lines. 


■ ■ ■■ — Our children 

Bind me to life. O dear, O dangerous paflions ! 

The valiant in himfelf what can he fuffer ? 

Or what does he regard his Angle woes ? 

But when, alas f he multiplies himfelf 
To dearer felves, to the lov’d tender fair, 

To thofe whofe blifs, whofe being hang upon him. 

To helplefs children I Then, O then ! he feels 
The point of mifery feft’ring in hi9 heart, 

And weakly weep6 his fortune like a coward. 

The ancient form of falutation among the Arabs , exprefles 
how much they gloried in a male pofterity. Fcelix agas, 
marefque parias, non femellas. Fid. Scbuli . in hoc. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP* IV. SECT, VI. 

Eliphaz the Tmanite , the eldejt oj Jobb friendly 
vijitersi anfwers. He intimates the difficulty of 
advtfing iH fuch unhappy cafes ; and yet the necefi 
fity of doing ity and that ‘With the utmojl freedom . 
He reminds him of the counfel he had adminiflred 
to others 3 and withal , how poor a proficient he 
feemed to he y in the practical ufe of his own ex¬ 
cellent inflru&ions. He cxprejfes jlrong fufpicionSj 
that the fecret eaufe of JobV mifery was his ini¬ 
quity. Ver. i—i2* 

Job IV. I, 2 . Job iv. T, 2, 

sect. 6. J? L IPHAZ the Temanite, k 'J' 

.r .—’ a perfon of eminence, years, tnfwcreA und 

job iv, i, anc j j ar g e experience^remarks* fcid f ff we affey to 

z * onj^’s afflidions and com- commune with thee, 

plaints, ttfthe following pur- be grieved? 

pofe. Can you fubmit thefe hold himfeIf from 
affairs to an open and friendly flaking* ? 
difquifition ? Or will you at¬ 
tend impartially, and tarta 
kindly that which is pfoper 
in your cafe, and intended for 
your benefit ? From what has 
appeared 1 ,- I queftion whether 
the fofteft hints would be re¬ 
ceived with temper and pa¬ 
tience,' 

k Eliphatififtb&wes his difcoarfe with a'peculiar decorum 
of modefty and candour ; as if he would make great allow¬ 
ances for the delicacy and impatience of Job's mind, from 
the difdtde^ of his body ; but the handfome addrefs is foou 
ended, and the fequel bears ftrong marks of the contrary. 



j. Behold, thou 
haft 1 inftrufted ma¬ 
ny, and thou haft 
ftrengthned the weak 
hands. 


4. Thy words have 

m upholdenhim that 
was falling, and thou 
haft ftrengthned the 
feeble knees. 
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tience, and yet inftfu&ion and Sect. 6. 
Ibarp reproof are f in my opi- TTC^ 
nion, indifpenfably necefTary. 2 ° 

I muft freely remind you 3 
of the wife [entires you have 
read) and admirable rules pre¬ 
ferred to multitudes in afflic¬ 
tion •, few more able, or more 
ready at accomodating dif- 
courle to all the various fpe- 
cies of adverfuy ; and direct¬ 
ing, as occafion required, to 
a prudent and felf-denying 
Virtue, or animating with a 
noble ardour and magnani¬ 
mity. 

The confequence has prov- 4 
ed, how fuccefsfully you have 
done this in cafes peculiarly 
perplexed and difficult, and 
to perfons in extreme danger 

what 


1 In the original thefe expreflions have a peculiar beauty and 
elegance ; and Rhenferd . quoted by Scbuitens, fuppofes them 
borrowed from military difeipline, or agoniftic exercifes, 
Infirufted others, trained, exercifed, formed, difciplined them for 
fervice. — Strengthned the weak hands, braced , confirmed \ mado 
attinjt. and vigorous to wield their weapons ; never be difarmed , 
or defpoiledol theirfliield and buckler; nor, through timidity, 
drop them. 

m The allufion feems preferved, and the different pofitions, 
motions, orgeftures of the body, in time of adlion deferibed. 
Stooping to evade the meditated ftrokes of a formidable arm 
— recovering , raifing up the body, and returning them, or 
renewing the attack, fcfc. The meaning is not unlike that, 
which, in infinite abufe, was expreffed concerning the beft 
of mankind, St. Mark XV. 31.— He faved others ; himfelf he 
cannot feme- 
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Sect. 6 . what fteadinefs, vigour, and 
— conttancy, a word fpoken in 

J° iv. 4. j- ea j- on ^ as produced ! 

5 But how different is your 
own conduct, from what you 
ufed to dictate ! indeed, how 
devions from all wifdom and 
fober counfel! for now it falls 
to your own heavy lot to be 
exercifed, and your are quite 
difpirited ; very plainly give 
way to impatience, and all the 
weakeft pafiions. 

6 Are you not thus dejefted 
and aftonifhed,fuffering much, 

and 


5. But now it is 
come upon thee, and 
thou fainteft,it touch- 
eth thee, and thou 
art troubled. 


6. B Is not this thy 
fear, thy confidence, 

thy 


D There are different renderings of this verfe, which ought 
to be taken notice of, though 1 have followed that of the 
learned and judicious Peters , as bell connecting, and moll 
conformable to the defign of the whole paflage. 
tranflated confidence , often fignifying folly , he interprets — 
Is not thy fear thy folly ? Thy hope, and the integrity of thy 
ways ? That is, does not thy fear proceed from fome folly 
or wickednefs thou hall been guilty of P Or if thou art inno¬ 
cent, ought not thy hope to keep pace with thine integrity ? 
For remember , &c. The *r tau there, or conjunctive particle and, 
as he obferves, being mifplaced, and naturally to come be¬ 
fore tik njathcay thy hope ; but there are feveral examples 
where the vau is poftponed, and that with elegance. 

The learned profeltor Chaplouu underltands by jiratheca, 
not dread and terror , but religious fear, and if the former had 
been meant, fays, we fhould have read pachadeca, the word 
that Job himfelf ufes to exprefs his great fear, chap . iii. 2$. 
jirah being generally applied when religious fear, or awful 
reverence of God is intended. The verbal criticifm is not 
without fome foundation, and yet not fufiicient for his pur- 
pofe : for pachad fometimes fignifies fearful apprehenfion of 
danger, which keepeth the mind in religious reverence, and 
even the fupreme object of this awful veneration. — Cm, 

xxxi* 
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thy hope, and the 
oprightnefs of thy 
ways ? 


7. Remember, 1 
pray thee, 0 who pe - 

ri fhed 


and apprehenfive of more, and Sect. 6 . 
greater mifery, from the impi- 
ety and iniquity which you are 
confcious that,you have com¬ 
mitted ? And, on the other 
hand, might you not, uport 
folid ground, have hoped for 
peace and fafety, or luccour 
and relief, if you had fincerely 
praftiled that piety and virtue 
you pretend to ? 

Recolleft your own obfer- 7 
Vations, and fearch antient 

ftory ; 


xxxi. 42. Job xxv. 2. And jirah, very commonly, to be afraid % 
timorous from fome apprehenfion of danger or mifchief. Gen . 
xix. 30. Deut. xx. 8. Judg, vii. 8. viii. 20. The fenfe he puts 
upon the words is — Was not this fear thy confidence ? Was 
it not the foundation of a great degree of felf-fufficiency — 
extreme vanity and folly ? And that ftrong preemptive hope 
— did it not proceed from a felf-confcioufnefs of thy own 
integrity ? Did not the uprtghtnefe of thy ways poflefs thy 
mind to fuch a degree, as to think that thou wert one of the 
choice favourites of the Almighty, (jc. 

Does not what follows feem nearer the mark, viz. interpret¬ 
ing the words as if he had faid — Where is your fear — confi¬ 
dence, hope , and uprigbtnejs of ways, or integrity of life and man¬ 
ners — they are all reduced to nothing: and they certainly 
never were any thing but mere pretence, and downright hy- 
pocrify ; otherwife you had either not fuffered at all, or 
flood the teft of thefe fufterings without murmuring com¬ 
plaints, or horrid defpair. The fenfe is not greatly altered, 
which ever meaning is approved of, but 1 have exprefted in 
the paraphrafe what I apprehend is the juft interpretation. 

c The force and beauty of the particles is not always pre- 
ferved by interpreters — ’D u ^ hie, quis site ? that is, 
inftanee in a fingle perfon, produce me one individual fa<ft, 
of extraordinary calamities, fuch as bear undeniable marks 
that they are divine judgments— as fudden and irretrievable 
deftruttion by thunder and lightning, ftorms and tempefts, 
befalling a pious and upright perfon. I £ EJipbaz, as lias 

Vou. I. E been 




A Paraphrase on the 


* w 

Job iv. 7. 


8 


SEct. 6. ftoryjyou will not be able, from 

both, to produce an jnftance, 
or (hew a (ingle faft, where a 
man of virtuous character, 
and diftinguifhed integrity, as 
you report yourfelf to be, has 
been marked out by extraordi¬ 
nary calamities, and abandon¬ 
ed to hopelefs wretchednefs. 

In all the examples that 
ever I have met with, the 
judgment and vengeance was 
not more dreadful and exter¬ 
minating, than the previous 
iniquity had been flagrant and 
remorfelefs: fudden and ir¬ 
retrievable deftru&ion was al¬ 
ways preceded by the height 
of impiety and immorality. 

9 They are firft ripe for indig¬ 
nation, and veflels of wrath, 
fitted, by their enormities, for 
deftruftion : then their herb¬ 
age, corn, or fruit; their cat¬ 
tle, 


rilhed being inno¬ 
cent ? Or where were 
the righteous cut off? 


8. p Even as 1 have 
feen, they that plow 
iniquity, and fow 
wickedncfs, reap the 
fame. 


9. By the * blafl of 
God theyperilh, and 
by the breath of his 
noftrils are they con- 
fumed. 


been fuppofed, be here referring to the terrible perdition of 
^Job's children, unlefs he had inconteftible evidence, the 
calumny muft be allowed one of the vileft, as the farcafm —- 
the keeneft: that malice could invent or di&ate. 

P Peters thinks Elipba'x. is here again artfully touching upon 
the fame tender point which BildaA cxprefsly declares —. 
chap. viii. 4. namely, that Job's children adlually fuffered for 
their impieties and tranfgreflions: and towards the conclufion 
of h is fpeech he promifes him, as an encouragement to re¬ 
pentance, among ft other bleflings, that of a numerous off¬ 
spring, as one of the greateft. 

q A metaphor expreffive of heavy ftorms, violent tempefts, 
oY overwhelming hurricanes, the fad effe&s whereof were 
frequently experienced in the Arabian defarts.' 



io, and 11. The 
roaring of the r lion, 
and the voice of the 
fierce lion, and the 
teeth of the young 
lion are broken. The 
old lion perilheth for 
lack of prey, and the 
ftoutlions whelps are 
fcattered abroad. 
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tie, houfes, and even them- Sect. 6 . 
felves 
fpeedy 

thunder, the blaze of light¬ 
ning, or the utter devaluation 
of rufhing winds or fweeping 
tempefts. 

The wretches, to render Hi 
them deferving of fuch mi- 
fery; and otherwife it had ne¬ 
ver been inflidted, mud: have 
long rioted in tyrannical op- 
preflion, and mercilefs rapine 
and extortion : wild beafts are 
proper emblems of them: par¬ 
ticularly lions of both fexes, at 
feveral ages, do truly repre- 
fentthem, in the grievous de¬ 
predations they pradtife on the 
foreft : and likewife in the due 
chaftifement given to their 
pride, and violence from dif- 
afters and maladies — pining 
hunger and fatal fnares, the 
cry of hunters, and decrepit 
age. 


and offspring, become 'rT 
vidtims to the (hock of 1V ‘ 9 


r Whatever defefls an other matters the original language 
is complained of as labouring under, the lion is not an in¬ 
to^ thereofj neither did it want names for diftinguilhing 
the fexes, ages, or qualities, of this lordly and ravaging wild 
beaft. The fimile feems defigned to take in both father and 
children, with all the evil implacable difpbfition9, and wicked. 

inhuman practices, they could well be fuppofed chargeable 
With, or guilty of, 



CHAP. 



« 


13- In 1 thoughts 
from the vifions of 
the night, when deep 
deep falleth on men. 


14. u Fear came 
upon me, and tremb¬ 
ling, which made all 
my bones to (hake* 
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reft upon authority 
human : 


iv.i2. 


merely Sect. 7. 
the important fecret rT 
was, little by little, imparted J0 
from a much fuperior intel¬ 
ligence. 

This happened at an hour, 13 
when I coukf have no appre- 
henfion, or expe&ation of an 
incident fo alarming and ex¬ 
traordinary : all action had * 
ceafed, and every kind of 
found was hufhed into dead 
filence : the labourer’s weary 
limbs were at reft, and his 
fenfes locked up in a profound 
repofe : then my mind felt a 
ftrange perplexity and agita¬ 
tion, impreffions more than 
natural, an impulfe that I 
could- give no account of. 

The confternation foon en- 
creafed to the higheft degree 
of horror and aftonifhment ; 
to the enervating quite of 
nature, and throwing the 
whole frame into one general 
tremor. 

E 3 When 


14 


Schulte ns interprets deep thought, or fuch as lay 
hold upon, and engage the whole heart; and difturbed ones, 
that by Come extraordinary motion greatly harrafs and op* 
prefs it. 

u It is literally* fbar called to me, and trembling, by a 
drong figure of fpeecb the pafiions are made to fpeak, as in¬ 
animate and irrational things frequently occur in ancient au¬ 
thors, as uttering wsorda, and drawing conclufions. 
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SECT. VII. 

To confirm his reflexions, or give them the greater 
moment and folemnity , Eliphaz produces the awful 
authority of an extraordinary vifion, or divine 
revelation . He introduces this with very tre¬ 
mendous circumflances, and concludes it with im¬ 
portant inftruftion. This refpeXs the unrivaled 
greatnefs of the infinite heing , and the comparative 
impcrfeXion both of men and angels . He appeals 

to the judgment of all impartial wife men y as per¬ 
fectly agreeing with his opinion, and efiablijhing 
the main point — that entire wretchednefs ever 
prefiippofes the mofl atrocious offences . 

J O B iv. 12. Joe iv . 12 . 

Sect.;. 'T'O prove the argument ]NJ ° w ^ 

T -p—' T JL beyondallcomradi&ion, £ r J ght t0 me> J[ 

jo iVti2. J hsve been favoured, in <L mine ear received a 

very unufual manner, with a # little thereof, 
fpecial intimation, that plainly 
refpeds, or may properly be 
applied to it *, and muft give 
ample fatisfaftion, to every 
fair enquirer. What I am 
now fuggefting, did nor pro¬ 
ceed from my own refearches 
or obfervations, nor does it 

reft 

8 faultdum, Schultens from the Arabic interprets, truth 

the tnojlprecious and invaluable , from its ordinary figniiication 
ill that language, of a necklace , o v firing of pearls or jewels. 


1 
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When an actual fpirit ap¬ 
peared, I had a diftindl view 
of ir, paffing and re*paffing, 
and not without inexpreftible 

diforder and confufion; my 
very hair flood upright. 

The unknown iubftance, 
or intelligence, made a {land; 
but 1 can determine nothing 
of its fhape or form : celeftiaL 
and refined it was, above any 
earthly fimilitude or refem- 
blance to defcribe it by: how¬ 
ever, I was top fenfibly affec¬ 
ted, to doubt, or ever forget 
the reality ; and that, in a 
mod foft, mild cadence, I 
heard the following articulate 
and important founds. 

Whatever 


15. Then a * fpi¬ 
rit pafled before my 
face, the hair of my 
flefh flood up. 


16. It flood flill, 
but I could not dif- 
cern the form there¬ 
of ; an * image 
before mine eyes, 
there was filence, 
and I heard a voice, 


* If any one chufe to underhand by fpirit , as the original 
often fignifies, a wind, or fierce blajl of that rujbtng element ; 
the fenfe may admit of that interpretation : and it is obferv- 
able in favour of it, that th z,image, or etc foe, appears in the 
jiext verfe. 

y There is fomething of fmgular beauty and fimplicity 
in the painting and llrudture of this whole pafTage : neither 
can this performance in general, well be read without ob- 
ferving, that a fubjeft once entered upon, is feldom difmifTed 
before the images have grown to their utmoflftrength, and it 
have been exhaufled, enriched, and adorned with all proper 
natural circumflances. Thus, when fob curfes his day, he 
jiever leaves fight of that day, till he has rolled it back into 
its original chaos, and thickert darknefs, whence all things 
emerged. By image here, Scbultens underhand5 the numen , 
or Deity himfelf; for whofe grand appearance, after 
fpitably preparing his reader, he, as it were, fet the fablime 
lde4 before his. eyes-in the utmofl niagniheence. 
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17. Shall* mortal 
man be more juit 
than God ? Shall a 
man be 1 more pure 
than his Maker ? 


Whatever claims limited Sect. 7. 
erring mortals have, or what- 
ever companions they draw, 
with refpedl to one another ; 
yet on the part of the match- 
lefs Creator, in the prefence 
of an adorable Deity, and 
regarding all his difpenfa- 
tions, they have no more 
right to complain, than they 
have meafures and ballances 
to try them by : from the leaft 
to the greateft of them, they- 
cannot pretend they are inno¬ 
cently afflidled ; nor, in the 
judgment of his glorious tri¬ 
bunal, do not deferve heavier 
punilhments than the moft J 
diftrefled of them ever en- ' 
dured. 

E 4 Not 


z Enojh and gabtr are promifcuoufly ufed in fcripture : but 
here there Teems to be a difference ; and, as in Tome other 
places, one to denote inferior , the other more dijlingtujbed 
men. 

a The Tame learned critic thinks QX h ere F ut for JO de¬ 
notes the fame with *3^*7, therefore inftead of ikore it fhould , 
be rendered before , or in the prefence of, in which I agree with 
him ; as likewife that complaint againjl is rather meant than 
co?nparifon with the juftice and purity of the all-perfeft Being ; 
which could hardly enter into the thoughts of the moft pre- 
fumptuous of created natures. But might they not be tempted 
to imagine their fuficrings were more fevere than they had 
deferred ? Moreover, he and fome others reckon Eliphasz 
abufed, and dealt hypocritically and diflioneftly in the appli¬ 
cation of his viffon or oracle, to.colour over, and more fire- 
nuoufly urge his fmifter thoughts of his afflifted friend. 
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Sect. 7. Not only fallible man in his 
*-rv—* higheft perfection, but beings 
Jo ^ |8 ' 0 f a mor g excellent order 

exift not neceflarily are not 
objefts of an abfolute and ens¬ 
ure depcndance—norwichout 
their defeftibility and liable- 
nefs to precipitancy : before 
his throne of dazzling fplen- 
dour, his miniflers and winged 
envoys veil, £hade their dimi¬ 
nutive borrowed luftre, and 
confefs their infinite diftance : 
none of them wilh for a fe- 
verer eye and exaft fcrutiny ; 
and fome have fwerved, are 
degraded, and condemned to 
eVerlafling punilhments. 

19 How arrogam and over¬ 
weening muft be any extraor¬ 
dinary pretences to wjfdom 

or 


1 E. Sehol4 be 

ptn no truft in liis 
ferratKe ; and Ail an¬ 
gels he charged with 
folly ; 


19. How much 
lefs in them that 
dwell in c houfes of 

day. 


* There are different interpretations of this verfe ; and 
fome have refered it to the angels who loft their firft eftate : 
which, in my opinion, would tarnifh the beauty, if not fpoil 
the fenfe of the whole paflage. It muft be exprefted of the 
holy and blefled angels, who yet have not in themfelves the 
amen, as the word tranflated truft is in the original) fable <ve* 
rify and unchangeable reElitude, nor hath he put in the mofi 
perfeSl of them , as it is literally, A?^» Splendor , glory, 

or the perfection of incommunicable wifilom. Errors im¬ 
plying corruption are not fuppofed. But dtfe&bility , and 
imperfection in comparifon with him who is abwe all, and 
jn all , muft be granted. 

c By houfes of day are doubtlefs fignified onr mortal earthly 
bodies, brittle and frail f eafily undermined or overturned 1 
(obnoxious to unnumbered accidents, and af l^ft to a total 

ditto luti on ; 



clay, whofe founda¬ 
tion is in the dud, 
which are crufhed 
before the moth. 


20. They are de- 
flroyed from morn¬ 
ing to evening, they 
perifti d without any 
regarding it. 


21. Doth not their 
excellency which is 
in them go away ? 
They die, e even 
without wifdom. 


Brit'of Jo*. 
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their organization rT 
_Johiv.19 


pr righteoufnefs in embodied Sect. 7. 
-mankind : 

and contexture is indeed cu¬ 
rious and wonderful, but its 
ground and unftable founda¬ 
tion only earth and duft : fub- 
jefted to numberlefs cafualties, 
and eafily reducible to its ori¬ 
ginal principles. 

From various caufes and 20 
unforefeen accidents, in an un¬ 
interrupted quick fucceftion, 
mankind unavoidably and ve¬ 
ry juftly fubmic to mortality: 
nay, on their own accord, and 
without any vifible external 
caufe co-operating, as if they 
contained the feeds of dilTo- 
lution, by infenfible degrees 
they wafte and die. 

It makes no difference what 
perfections of body or mind 
they have prided themfelves 
in ; or where they have placed 
their fecurity, all is extirpated 
and entirely ended ; and this 

too 


21 


diflolution : from this paflage probably the apoftle had his 
fublime and beautiful expreffion, 2 Cor . v, 1. — If our earthly 
houfe of this tabernacle nvere dijfobved , &CC. 

As Cocceius and Codurcus have obferved 
— (hould be rendered, on their onvts accord , of themfelves , no 
man forwarding their fate, or giving an helping hand to their 
fpeedier mortality. 

e Literally it is, they die f hut not in wfdom : the meaning 
feems to be, there h nothing durable or ftedfaft in them — 
and their wifdom, which ihould mod diftinguiih, but feldoni 
properly direfts them, either living or dying. 
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Sect. 7. too frequently before they 


Jobiv. 2i.. 


know themfelves ; and have 


improved to any degree in 
wifdom and' virtue. 


Chap. V. 

Job v. 1 . You cannot but be fenfible, 

how nearly you are concerned, 
and how directly aimed at, in 
that which has been fuggefted. 
Now roufe all your innate vi¬ 
gour, to make the beft de¬ 
fence that is pofiible; employ 
the ablefl: advocate you can 
find to plead your caufe •, and 
if you know a man of cha¬ 
racter and integrity that will 
do it* 3 inftantly appeal to him, 
to give your arguments and 
authorities the utmoft energy, 
the greateft weight. 

2 There are no perfons of 
reputation and veracity, who 

will 


Chap. V. 

1. f Call now, if 
there be any that will 
anfwer thee ; and to 
which of the faints 
wilt thou turn ? 


2. For s wrath 
killeth the foolifh 

man, 


f Schultens underltands this as fpoken ironically and taunt¬ 
ingly , and the terms to be forevfic — as it were fummoning 
him to court, with advocates, evidences, and patrons, fuitable 
to the occafion. Is it not more agreeable to the ages of 
antiquity and funplicity, to fuppofe their courts conMed of 
the principal inhabitants, affembled to compromife differ¬ 
ences, or arbitrate mifunderilandings among neighbours ; 
with a very fmall refemblance to modern terms and benches . 

6 As in many other paflages, the critical will obferve that 
the words, gather llrength, in this (as I apprehend) prover¬ 
bial fentcnce, which literally rendered is, the indignation of an 
offended Deity, fimply killeth , as a vegetable is cut down, 

the 
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xnan, and envy Hay- will undertake to invalidate Sect. 7. 
cth the filly one. the evidence of fads, or con- 

tradift this plain pofition: that v ' 2m 

extraordinary calamities, and 
reduced wretched circum- 


3. I have Teen the 
foolifh taking root : 
but fuddenly I curfed 
h his habitation. 


(lances, are the natural effedts 
of ungoverned paflions, and 
juft punifhments from an of¬ 
fended God for wicked prac¬ 
tices : the wife and virtuous, 
with one confent, will join to 
vindicate the divine judg¬ 
ments, and to fix on the fuf- 
ferer the heavy charge of un- 
righteoufnefs and hypocrify. 

It would be happy for man- 3 
kind if there were fewer in- 
fiances of afflidion, and efpe- 
cially of the wickednefs which 
caufes it : but I have been 


an eye-witnefs of promifing 
fchemes laid by the impious 
and unjuft man, for a deep- 
rooted power and fplendid 

profperity: 


the 'vain and tbougbtlefs ; his burning zeal or extreme fury bills 
to the heart , inflifts a bitter death on the fuccefsful flatterer % 
or profperous deceiver. 

h Curfed . The original, if, as Schultens and Chappelow fup- 
pofe, it be derived from the root and not rather ^^jp f 

may either be rendered dijhonour , fligmatize, blafpheme ; or 
penetrate , pierce deep y flrike through , as a wedge driven with an 
hammer. The meaning feems to be, before the event I 
could pronounce fentence,and moll plainly behold vengeance 
hoverjug over the proud opprefl'or j or.his crimes hurrying 
him On to fudden definition : not more certain could I 
have been made if this by a formal execration or public 
mourning, with all the folemn pomp of religidus cere¬ 
monies. 
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Sect. 7. profperity : and could like- 
L rT v ~“" J wife difcover their fandy, weak 
J° v * 3 - f ounc ] a tj on . eafily foretel the 

coming day, and dreadfuV 
event that threatened, and 
would early diffipate, as leaves 
in autumn, or chaff before the 
wind, all thefe fhort-lived ad¬ 
vantages. 

4 As I was pofitive it would 
do, fo in due time it hap¬ 
pened : moreover, his off- 
1’pring and family, whom a 
regular piety would have ren¬ 
dered his crown joy and fecu- 
rity, by their innocent con¬ 
nexion with him, or criminal 
profecution of the fame perni- 
ciouscourfes, are involved; and 
utterly unable to fecure or de¬ 
fend themfelves : they feel the 
dead weight of a blafted cha* 
rafter, and general odium in 
public affemblies : and in 
courts of judicature find nei¬ 
ther judge nor advocate, pru¬ 
dent friend nor powerful in- 
terceffor, to efpoufe their in- 
tereft; and obviate, prevent, or 
mitigate the heaviest condem¬ 
nation. 

Vengeance 


4. His children are 
far from fafety, and 
they are crufhed in 
the i gate, neither is 
there any to deliver 
them. 


i This alludes to the antient known cuftora oF. holding 
courts of judicature in Itruftures eretted, or apartpifnts htted 
up on purport, over the city gates. 



j. Whofe harveft 
the k hungry eateth 
up, and taketh it 
even ont of the 
thorns, and the rob¬ 
ber l fwalloweth up 
their fubftance. 
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Vengeance (till purfues, and Sect. 7. 

deferved miferies encreafe. ~TT jrmma 
The product of their induf -/° v ’ 
try, their richeft harveft, and 
plenteous crops ripe for reap¬ 
ing and gathering, the hun¬ 
gry and ravenous devour ; 
however fenced and guarded : 


and common robbers, with 
the utmoft fagai^y ranfack,. 
and with irrefiftible violence 
bear off the refidue. 


6, and 7. m Altho 1 
affliction cometh not 

forth 


It is very obfervable to the 6, 7* 
prefent purpofe, that neither 

iniquity, 


k Hungry . Some underftand this of the thievifti Arabs, and 
plundered by profeffion ; but thofe feem refered to after¬ 
wards by the term rubbers. Others of wild beafts, wolves, 
&c. What is expreired is the Jlrong jlimulating appetite , 
or nsoractcus hunger , that urged them ( on to overcame all op- 
pofition and difficulty of ftrong fences, and even feize the 
fruit or corn that was intermixed with prickly thorns and 
briars ; and probably thefe were a kind of wild people and 
favages, that rather herded with the brutal world, than 
mixed among mankind ; it certainly jignihes thofe that were 
ready to peri/h with hunger. 

1 S'wailo'wetb up, rather Jnujfeth up, feenteth afar of “ and 
greedily purfue? , till the whole be plundered and ravaged. 

m There are varioos renderings of this palTage; with fome 
fmall alterations I have followed the learned and judicious 
Peters. His interpretation feems moft natural and eafy, 
though the original might bear the fenfe Schultens has put 
upon it ; which is to the following purpofe : that although 
the vanity and folly of wickednefs fhall not, for any long 
time, fpring and rife among mankind ; nor fir all iniquity 
grow and flourilh among the Tons of earth and duft ; yet they 
are extravagantly fond, and perverfely bent upon committing 
it; and the lightnings glittering by flaflies ny above, or on 
high : that is, men are obftinately vicious, and God's light¬ 
nings are prepared to punilh them. 
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Sect. 7 # iniquity, nor its confequence, 

perplexity and mifery, fall 
J * "upon man naturally and ne- 

ceflfarily, without the determi¬ 
nation or direction of any 
moral agent : for then he 
would be born to, might pro¬ 
perly be faid to inherit them; 
they would come of courfe, 
as glittering fparks fly from 
the burning coal ; neither 
would it be in his power to 
prevent or haften them by his 
piety or impiety, virtue or 
vice. 


forth of the durt, 
neither doth trouble 
fpring out of the 
ground : yet man is 
bom unto trouble, 

m 

as the n fparks fly 
upward. 


” Sparks , &c. Jons of the burning coal. This is a manner 
of expreflion very frequently to be met with in the Hebrew 
and Arabic languages, whereof the learned Cbappelow gives 
a multiplicity of inllanccs. — Thus arrows are ftyled Jons of 
the quiver, Lam. iii. 13. Corn Jon of the floor, z King.} tiv. 14. 
and attendants on a bridegroom, by the fame metonymy, in 
the Greek — children or Jons of the bridegroom. Mat . ix. 1 
The like ufe is made of the words, hujband y father , mother t 
Jon and daughter* See Chapp . Comm . on the text . 

The anchor of the moving Itrains beneath feems to have 
had this paflage in view. 

The human race are Tons of forrow bom ; 

And each muil have his portion : vulgar minds 
Refufe to crouch beneath their load ; the brave 
Bear theirs without repining. 


SECT; 
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SECT. VIII. 


m 

From the above ft ate Eliphaz had given of human 
affair j, with the different effects of metis actions y 
efpecially the juft feverity exercifed upon the un¬ 
godly and impenitent ; he earneftly exhorts Job, 
in the humbleft ?nanner to make fubmiffion to the 
Almighty , and implore his favour : he fubjoins 
feveral confiderations on which this counfel is 
grounded ; and concludes with the certain happy 
conferences to him who obferved it. 


J O B v. 8. 
Would feekunto 
God, and unto 
God would I commit 
my caufe. 



I 


Job v. 8. 



ruinous: but it is not def-Jobv.8 . 


pera.te, if you would be per- 
luaded to make ufe of one 
timely expedient : indeed the 
only one there is for your fup- 
port or relief: and that which 
I (hould not hefitate a mo¬ 
ment to determine on : viz. 
informing yourfelf fully of 
the nature and properties of 
religious virtue : cultivating 
rational and impreflive fenti- 
ments of the divine attributes, 

laws 

N 


0 Ulam the particle of connexion, or rather introduftion of 
a new fentence, is here pafled over by our tranflators — it 
fignifies, neverthelefs , yet, howbeit, truly, purely ; the fenfe is, 
notwithflanding this, I would think of the Deity with the 
do felt attention and higheft efteem — entirely fubmitting to 
his fovereign pleafure. 
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Sect. 8. ] aws anc ] Providence : and 

with an humble fubmiflion, 
and unreferved, fincere, and 
entire refignation, leaving e- 
very thing that concerns you 
to God’s faithful care and fo- 
vereign direction, 
g And that no intricacy or 
difficulty of affairs may hinder 
or dilcourage * confider the 
works of creation and Provi¬ 
dence: thofe numberlefs won¬ 
derful effefts of an almighty 
and unbounded caufe : thofe 
various aftonifhing difplays of 
an inexplicable contrivance, 
and unfathomed tranfcendent 
wifdom. 

10 To inftance in an obvious 
common benefit, how furprif- 
ing the product of rain and 
diffufion of water, by means 
of dews, fhowefs, fountains* 
and winding rivers ; feafon- 
ably, and in due proportion, 
to refrefh the greateft extent 
of Ufrd, and diverfity of foil. 

More 


9. Which doth p 

great things and un¬ 
searchable ; marvel¬ 
lous things without 
number. 


to. Who giveth 
rain upon the earth, 
and fendeth water? 
upon the fields : 


P In the original great things and marvellous things are femi¬ 
nine plurals, frequently ufed in the Hebrew to exprefs the 
neuter gender, or requiring in other languages that the word, 
thing , matter , See. fhould be added. Unfearcbable> literally 
rendered, is, et non ejl perferutinatio — there is not feratiny , Vf 
inquijition to be ?nade . Without number , literally ufque dtpn noit 
Jit numeral , even until there be no number , or ftill addittg^tiD the 
irtultitude, till there be no figures or numbers td'cotftt^or tell 
with — exceeding all reckoning. „ 



It. To fet up on 
high thofe that be 
low ; that thofe that 
mourn may be ex¬ 
alted to fafety. 


12. i He difap- 
pointeth the devices 
of the crafty, fo that 
their hands cannot 
perform their enter- 
priz#i 
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More diftrefied, and Fuller Sect. 
of anxiety you can fcarce ^ 
than the lower conditions of J 
men necefiarily are, through 
the prevailing want of this 
mod ufeful element, and excef- 
five droughtinels of feafons : 
yet the flood-gates of heaven 
again open, and plentiful rains 
renew the face of nature; give 
power and wealth to thofe who 
expeflcd nothing but a defpi- 
cable poverty ; and remove 
far from danger thofe who 
thought deftruftion inevitable. 

Individuals and communi¬ 
ties have, moreover, had fre¬ 
quent ground of terrible a- 
larms from intriguing men, 
and fubtle, plotting heads : 
when, by unexpected means, 
their wicked, deep defigns 
have been unravelled : and, 
in the moment they were to 
be executed, they have totally 
mifcarriedi 


12 


^Scbultsns reckons thefe phrafes borrowed from arithmetic, 
and to denote the ancient fimplicity of counting or telling 
numbers by means of the lingers, and different turnings of 
the hands. The meaning then may be thus exprefled, that 
their vicious artful fchemes are rendered abortive, and the 
whole amount of their profit by collufion or oppreflion is a 
very trifle, or nothing at all. 



VOL. I. 
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Sect. 8. The event has proved the 

1 direct contrary of what they 
J° v - 1 3 * deigned: that which they con¬ 
trived to prejudice others has 
only hurt themfelves : - and 
their mod deliberate meafures 
‘to do mifchief, ended in their 
own confufion anddeftruftion. 

14 As if a more than common 
infatuatiorf and diftraftion was 
entailed on thofe extraordinary 
pretenders to wifdom and fa- 
gacity, and they had utterly 
renounced all ufual guidance 
of fenfe or reafon •, they ap¬ 
pear bewildered where others 
can fee no difficulty ; and mold 
egrogioufly blunder, betraying 
the ItrongeLt fears, where the 
way is exceeding plain and 
obvious. 

>5 And a moft kind provifion 
it is for thofe who are within 

the 



13. r He taketh 
the wife in tbeir own 
craftinefs ; and the 
counfel of the frow- 
ard is carried head¬ 
long. 


14. s They meet 
with darknefs in the 
day time, and grope 
in the noon-da)' as in 
the night. 


15. Hut he fa vet 
the poor from the 

fword; 


r The original is emphatical, and feems taken from en¬ 
tangling bird-lime , or flicking %le<uj — it intimates, that their 
belt concerted meafures, as if they were the moll precipitate 
and foolifh ones, are converted into fnarcs, and prove the 
caufes of their own ruin. 

8 This feems a metaphor taken from blind men, and in 
the Hebrew is extremely beautiful and expreflive —literally 
it is, in day-time they beat their heads againft pitchy 
thick ‘darknefs, and as it was night feel for their way at 
noon time : i. e. they Humble at, or flrikc themfelves a^aintf 
objects, notwithftanding it is light, as if it was impo.TtbJe to 
fee them for very darknefs — and cannot fo much as guide 
themfelves with the powerful direftion of meridian beams. 
But the verfe can fcarce be read, without feeling for the blind 
man his hazards, and feeing his extended arms. 



fword, * from their 
mouth, and from the 
hand of the mighty. 


i6. So the poor 
hath hope, and ini¬ 
quity ftoppeth her 
mouth. 


i y. 11 Behold, 
happy is the man 

whom 
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the reach of their power, and Sec 
objefts of their malice, thatpr 
they are thus abfurd and ftu- 
pid : the humble and honed, 
the lowly and injured, having 
no other defence but their own 
truth and innocence, would 
have no chance to efcape, nor 
ground to expeft fafety or de¬ 
liverance, were not tyrants 
and perfecutors, oftentimes, 
as blockifh and befotted as 
they are wicked and cruel. 

It appears in theiflue, that 
the poor in fpirit, and meek 
of the earth, had the folideft 
ground of a moft joyful hope, 
that the feene fhould fome- 
times change ; and his con- 
ftancy and relolution not al¬ 
ways be trampled on and 
overborn: now in his turn he 
triumphs : and the ungodly 
and inhuman boafters and op- 
prefiors are filenced, afhamed 
and confounded. 

The checks and rebukes of 17 
Providence ought ferioufly to 

F 2 be 


* From their mouth , may either denote the extremity of 
danger which the poor are in from infolent perverted power, 
or the nature of their attacks, as proceeding from the lips in 
calumny , reproach , falfe <witnejs t or jentences of condemnation. 

° The elegance of thefe elipfis'sor breaches hath already 
been remarked — literally it is — happy , or hleffcd , or the 
bappinefs of the matt— God cerrttlctb him* Thefe are Eliph:ix'* 

moral 
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Sect. 8 . be attended to, for they have 
"v—'their important ufes : to tin- 
1 thinking, provoking mortals 
it is a peculiar happinefs, ra¬ 
ther than be fuffered to pro¬ 
ceed, to be corrected into more 
prudent & virtuous meafures, 
more fobriety of thought and 
regularity of conduct : there¬ 
fore whoever you be, that are 
under God’s correfting hand, 
do not be untradlabie and un¬ 
manageable : but of that wife 
number who are convinced 
and admoni filed, not of thofe 
who expoftulate and murmur. 

The aifcipline hath a mo¬ 
ral tendency, and, to thofe 
who duly improve it, is com¬ 
monly retrained to a fhortcon- 
tinuance ; pleafure and pain 
you will find almoft inter¬ 
changeable ideas ^ and adverfe 

events 


whom God correct- 
eth : therefore def- 
pife not thou the 
chaining of the Al¬ 
mighty. 


i 8. For he * mak- 
eth fore and bindeth 
up ; he woundeth 
and his hands make 
whole. 


moral inlhu&ions, or falutary precepts, (in a kind of prover¬ 
bial form, the ufual manner in which the ancients delivered 
them,) deduced from his principal fubjeft, which was the 
providence and juftice ot God, confpicuous in improving, or 
deflroying the fortunes of men, proportionably as they were 

wood or evil. 

^ _ 

* This beautiful reprefentation of providential chaftife- 
inents which often carry their own remedies with them, 
feems borrowed from the operations of the chirurgic art : 
which are. generally much more painful than the diforders 
they cure : but the pain occalioned by the latter is lading, 
that of the operation is momentary, therefore preferable: for 
who would not increaie the prefeut pain for a moment to put 

an end to it. 

\ 



19. He fhall deli¬ 
ver thee in > fix 
troubles, yea in (even 
there fhall no evil 
touch thee. 


20. In z famine he 
ihail redeem thee 
from death ; and in 
war from the a power 
of the fword. 
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^ events to be early fucceeded, Sect. b. 
and abundanly com pen fated 
with profperous ones. 

And farther, in the general 19 
courfe of your future righteous 
and fober life, many troubles 
that happen fhall be timely 
remedied ; and many more 
fhall be effectually prevented ; 
even numberlefs dreaded ones 
never happen-at all. 

Under the publick calami- 20 
ties of a defperate famine or 
defolating war, with all their 
baleful concomitants j you (hall 
often meet with unexpected 
fuccour, and wonderful pre- 
lervation. 

F 3 In 


v Here, as in many other places, agreeable to the oriental 
idiom, and indeed a manner of expreflion familiar to molt 
languages, a definite number is put for an indefinite one — 
nml in fix — yea in /even intimate, that many evils fhall be 
remedied, and many more prevented. 

x Schultens underftands by publick famine, owing 

to the real fcarcity of provifions, with mortality, peflilence, 
and all the other calamities thatfometimes have accompanied, 
and greatly embittered it; and by famine, ver. 22,— private 
penury, and extreme poverty. 

a Our tranllators have very properly rendered 
the power, ox force ; literally it is, from the band, &e. which 
every one mutt have obferved commonly fignifies, flrength, 
vigour, or power exerted in afiion, The fame word is applied 
by the drabs to the wind, flame, grave, Jnare, lion, bear , dog ; 
and they literally exprefs themfelves — the hand of the wind, 
the hard of flame, &c. Schultet(s interprets the phrafe as ex- 
pruflivc ol all the ravages and devaftations of war and blood- . 
fhed ; which are doubtlefs implied, 
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Sect. 8. In ordinary it may be ex* 
^“"""v^peftcd, that a modeft and 
Jo v, 21 ’prudent virtue will be your 

fecurity from fcandal and de¬ 
famation i and, if not, yet 
your confcious integrity will 
be proof againfi: its bitternefs; 
and your honeft heart intrepid 
under its word confequences: 
even fuppofe your reputation, 
fortune, and life, in one and 
the fame breath, ftruck at by 
this fcourge, this fcorpion. 

22 In the way of honour and 
confcience you will heartily 
defpife any incidental evils 
that may follow ; it will be 
quite below you to be afraid 
of private ill fortune, and 
thofe anxieties and diftrefies 
which fometimes befall lervile 


21. Thou lhalt be 
hid from the b fcourge 
of the tongue : nei¬ 
ther (halt thou be 
afraid of deftruftion 
when it cometh. 


2 2. At deftru&iou 
and famine thou lhalt 
Iau^h : neither lhalt 
thou be afraid of the 
c beails of the earth. 


I 


drudges, for their necefifary 
luflenance. 

As though there was an in- 23. For thou lhalt 

timacy, connexion, or confe- d he in league with 

the 



b The Jhut, or the fcourge of the tongue , is a very common 
idiom for all the fpecies’s of Hander and defamation ; thofe 
nmnberlefs methods of prejudicing their neighbour in men's 
difccurfes, too commonly and bafely pradiifed, 

c p^n rvn in the Hebrew, and in the Greek, are 

frequently ufed to fignify ferpents male and female ; and as 
hearts are afterwards mentioned, they mod probably denote 
ferpents, bafililks, and other venemous reptiles here. 

d Scbultenj remarks, that our verfion does not come up to 
the> original, which fignifies, taming , bringing into fubjetlion, 
forcing to fur render, or reducing to the fate of tributaries and de¬ 
fend wits. 



■ 
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the e Rones of the 
|je!d ; and the beafis 
of the field fhall be 
at peace with thee. 


7 * 

deracy betwixt you and the Sect. s. 
{harped: flinty ftone, or pon- t 
derous unweildy rock, you J ° ' ,23 ‘ 
will be under no concern 


about them : and, as if they 
were fubjedts and tributaries, 
you (hall receive no harm 
from noxious animals and 


24. f And thou 
fhalt know that thy 
tabernacle Jhall be 
in peace , and thou 
{halt vifit thy habita¬ 
tion, and fhalt npt 
fin . 


2;. Thou fhalt 
know alfo that thy 

feed 


poifonous ferpents. 

You may fully depend up- 24 
on peace and fafety, a grow¬ 
ing profperity and the meft 
compleat happinefs within 
your own houfe and family : 
and without, when you vifit 
and examine the (late of your 
flocks and herds, there (hall 
be no room for repining, you 
will find them multiplying and 
fiourifhing. 

Your fubftance and poflef- 25 
lions arifing from the earth’s 
F 4 yearly 


<■ C’.'appclo'iu propofes here to read ibne inflead of abne t and 
that thofe favage Arabians^ diftinguifhed by the name of 
[emit.'?) are alluded to. Whoever recollefts what the an¬ 
cients ufually wore on their feet, and how many perhaps 
had no covering or defence at all for them, will not wonder 
that to be exempt from injury, by the fiones of the field , was 
reckoned an happinefs. 

* Tn this verfe we meet with terms borrowed from the rural 
palloral life of ancient times. By is meant the Jhep • 

herds moveable teutSy which they could eafily ftrike to go in 
queft of frefh pafturage : by "p} any kind of lodge or hut to 
d well in, more particularly a Jheep~cotc . Thou Jhalt not fin , the 
words lignifv, thou fhalt not deviate from thy fcope, mifs thy 
mark, or be fruftrated in thy purpofes —all events fhall an- 
fwer thy moil languine hopes, and the utmoft of thy wiflics. 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 8; yearly produce fhall greatly 

exceed your confumption, and 
■ v ' 2 ^*a numerous and moft defire- 

able, healthful, and dutiful 
offspring fhall give relifh to 
all your other enjoyments. 

26 After you are fully fatisfied 
with life in its nobleft perfec¬ 
tion, and drawn out to the 
longed: date of human nature, 
confeffing it is enough, you 
fhall with eafe lay it down ; 
and the common receptacle 
take your earthly remains : as 
heaps of full ripe grain in 
time of harveft are piled up 
in flocks, or depofited in gra¬ 
naries. 

AH 


feed fhall be great, 
and thine offspring 
as the grafs of the 
earth. 


26. e Thou {halt 
come to thy grave in 
a full age, like as a 
{hock of corn com- 
eth in his feafon. 


s The rural images are {till preferred, and Job brought to 
a decrepit and extreme old age; to a mortality, ftrifUy fpeak- 
ing, natural ; and to the houfe appointed for all the living 
•— by fimiles taken from corn that is compleatly ripe, and 
Jaid in a regular heap, or carried into the bam. 

Among numberlefs other beauties, the moft happy and 
appofite fimiles of this performance are very obfervable. 
What more natural emblem, than harveft, of mortality 
without pain or ficknefs, from mere old age, and an univer- 
fal decay and failure of all life's organs and fanftions. The 
following lines do elegantly exprefs this. 

Of no diftemper, of no blaft he died ; 

But fell like autumn fruit that mellowed long, 

Ev’n wonder'd at becaufe he dropt no fooner; 

Fate ieem’d to wind him up for fourfeore years j, 

Yet frefhly ran he on ten winters more. 

Till, like a clock worn out with eating time, 

The wheels of weary life at laft ftood Hill. 
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27. Lo this, we 
have fearchcd it, b fo 
it is ; hear it, and * 
know thou it for thy 
good. 


All I have to add is, that Sect. 8 . 
thefe inftru&ions are the fenfe>T“ v — 
of all your friends, and^° 
grounded upon folid wifdom 
and abundant experience ; 
therefore, if you know your- 
felf, and confulc your true in- 
tereft, you will make a proper 
ufe of them, and reap the 
greateft lading benefit from 
them. 


h n *n ta It a fe res babet t certum frmum efl , the thing is fo, 
the matter is very plain and certain. 

! 1*7 JH Know it for thyfelf or kna<w thyfelf. Eliphax. i 
this clofe ihort conclufion feems to take in all Job's friends, 
as unanimoufly concurring with him in the cenfure he had 
paft, and the advice he had adminiftered. 
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CHAP. VI. SECT. IX. 

ft 

Job renews bis mournful complaints . He fets jortb 
the multiplicity and extreme acrimony of bis afflic - 
tions which extorted them. Having no vifible 
• profpeft of their removal or abatement , be wifhes 
them heightened to the degree that would fpeedily 
ijfuc in compleat dejlr notion . He vindicates his cha - 
rafter and piety ; and though his expectations, as 
to this world , were cut off, and he could have no 
imaginable temptation to falffy or conceal the 
truth, yet he would freely declare it, and not ad- 
wit his integrity to be juftly impeachable •, nor at 
any rate allow , that wifdcm was departed from 
- him . Ver. i—14. 

1 

Job vi. 1, 2 . 

Sect. 9.^ 05 , clearly perceiving in 

- -yt ^ U what miftaken view £//-' 

Job vi. 1, pfaz confidered his adverfity, 

2w and upon what falfe grounds 

he prefcribed to him humble 
and earned addrefTes to the* 
fovereign Being; remonftrated 
to the following purpofe. T9 
prefcribe remedies, or afford 
proper inftructions in a cafe, 
it is requifke, firft, to under- 

ftand 


Job' vi. 1, 2. 

B UT Job anfwer- 
ed and faid, O 
that my grief were k 
throughly weighed, 
and my calamity laid 
in the balances to¬ 
gether f 


k This expreflion is very properly rendered, throughly , 

exa&ly, jlriftly, or impartially weighed , poi/cd , elevated , ex¬ 
amined: it is a common Hdraifm , and literally tranflated, 
in 'weighing weighed. 



g. For 1 now it 
would be heavier 
than the land of die 
fea : therefore my 
words are fvvallowed 
up. 
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ftand it; and in this unhappy Sect. 9. 
one of mine, I cannot but in- 
timate a real concern that this 2m 
is not done * and earned wifhes 
that the long train and fad 
detail of fufferings, as well as 
complaints, might be duly at¬ 
tended to, impartially ex¬ 
amined, and fairly dated. 

They are fo multiplied and 3 
accumulated as not eafily to 
be reduced to any rules of com¬ 
mon experience, or brought 
within the compafs of general 
obfervation: when the numer¬ 
ous grains of fand contained 

D 

in the wide extended ocean 
are diftin&Iy told; or the bulk 
and weight of the whole mafs 
is exaftly fhewed ; then will 
language exprefs my miferies, 4 - 
and words be found to fignify 
both what they are, and what 
they denote. 

External 


! nnv Nunc enimvero may be interpreted, as Schultens ob- 
ferves, fo as to add great force : partly affirming or concluding, 
and partly noting the encreafe of his afHittions, even tcuffie 
prefent time. Swallowed up, as ly^ i s rendered, 5 . Jarcbi 
interprets by the Chaldee megam gemin , fignifying ftammering 
words , or fuch as have no articulate found ; which he mult 
have derived from yy*}, a radix not found in the Hebrew, but 
in the Arabic and j&fhioptc, denoting a ftammering -voice, or 
an impediment in the fpeech. y\^, which feems to be the 
radix of this word fignifies, to be abforbed , /wallowed up, de¬ 
voured : the fenfe is, 1 am unable to reprefent % utterly loft in at - 
tempting the defcription* 
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Sect. 9. 
Job vi. 4. 


External marks of wretch- 
ednels furely never were 
ftronger, and yet they exprefs 
but a fmall part *, the raging 
diftemper burns inwards, and 
is known only to the Being 
who inflames, or the mind 
that endures it : as the fatal’ 
wound, from a transfixed fhaft 
impregnated with deadly poi- 
fon, fpreads, infefls, and foon 
deftroys the whole body ; or 
as the advancing regular 
troops of a victorious enemy 
throw a town or country into 
the utmoft confirmation : fo 

am 


4. For the m arrows 
of the Almighty are 
within me, the poi- 
fon whereof drink- 
eth up my fpirits ; 
the terrors of God 
do fet themfelves in 
array againft me. 


m There is fomething of grandeur and fublimity in the 
images of this reprefentadon : the plain meaning is, his pain 
was violent, his inward anguifh excruciating, his mifery in- 
expreflible : but he accounts for it from arrows drenched in 
poifon ; and his horrors from armies that attack him. The 
Perfiam and Scythians were remarkable for this inhuman bar¬ 
barous cuftom of poifoning their arrows. 

Qui mortis foevo geminent ut vulnere caufas. 

Omnia vipereo fpicula felle linunt. 

Ovid. 


Integer vitae - 

Non eget mauri jaculis ncque arcu, 

Nec venenatis gravida favittis 

O " o 

—-— pharetra. 

Hor . 

Vid. Sen. in Here. Oet , 566. Soph, in Trochin. 1061. Inelefl. 785. 

A fimilar poetical expreflion Dcut. xxxii, 42. 1 will 
make mine arrows drunk with blood. Figuratively the word 
Signifies, calamities, forrovus, thunder , lightning, hail , rain , &c. 



5. n Doth the wild 
afs bray when he 
hath grafs ? or low- 
eth the ox over his 
fodder ? 


6. 0 Can that 

which is unfavoury 

be 
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am I very fenfibly affe£ted Sect. 9. 
with prefent mifery, neither 
am I without apprehenfions as J 
to future. 

Thofe who have met with 5 
nothing greatly to perplex or 
difturb them, can hardly con¬ 
ceive of the affliftions of o- 
thers ; but is it common, or 
would it anfwer any end, to 
pour out bitter lamentations 
without occafion ? Did I ever 
ufe to do it ? No more than 
the wild afs in the riche ft paf- 
ture brays as hunger-bitten 
or the ox lows as ftarved with 
plenty of provifion. 

While our natural fenfa- 6 
tions remain, it is impoffible 

not 


n This feems to bean apophthegm, or proverbial remark¬ 
able expreflion, and to intimate that Job had fuflicient caufe 
for his bittcrdl complaints: it has moreover been interpreted, 
as glancing :u the too common condolence of the profperous, 
namely, finding fault with the diftrefled, in particular Job's 
viffter’s ; and E/ipbaz , to the introdudion of whofe difeourfe 
it may contain an anfwer : that whatever inilrudion or en¬ 
couragement Job's advice had afforded, and whatever defed 
in the application of his own religious maxims he might be 
willing to reproach him with, yet the moft virtuous of man¬ 
kind could not fupprefs the voice of nature, nor, in his con¬ 
dition, avoid lamentation. Both parties, as is not uncom¬ 
mon in the heat of difputation, might be a little too fevere 
upon one another’s expreflions ; but Job , on all occafions, 
appears to hav e had the more rational, enlarged, and noble 
fentiments of God and providence, of piety and virtue. 

0 This, I apprehend, is another ancient aphorifm : the 
fenfc I have endeavoured to give ih the paraphrafe, but there 

are different opinions about the allufion and literal interpre¬ 
tation. 
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Sect. 9. not to make fome difference 
—'with refpedt to matters that 
J° vi. 6. are ^ j n themfelves, altogether 

diflimilar : neither is it at 


be eaten without fait ? 
or is there any tafte 
in the white of an 

c gg ? 


man’s option whether or no 
he will relifh that which is 
infipid ; or truly enjoy that 
which has not the power to 
afford him the lead degree of 


fatisfaction. 

7 So far from that, as to my- 
felf, I am perfe&ly fatiated 
with the things which were 
always unpalatable, that in 
health I was averle to ; and 
which now, under affli&ions, 
and my ftrength enervated, 
cannot but create an high dif- 
guff, and utter abhorrence. 

8 Whatever is the caufe, and 
however it may be reckoned I 

ought 


7. The things tha: 
my foul refilled to 
touch are as my I01 - 
rowful meat. 


p Oh that I 
might have mv re- 

queft ! 


tation. Schultens underHands by ur cbalamuth, the rifing fa- 
li<va in the mouth of infants, or its falling and dropping in the 
cafe of old age. Others, as Mahjenda, Hottinger , and Hinckel- 
man, Jalinja njel fpuma coagult laStts, ^nd would read, is there 
any tafie in the watery ferum, or infpid whey f rainedfrom curdled 
milk ? — Or, is there airy tafle in the froth of milk curdled ? 
They fuppofe Job defigning to retort upon Elipbaz, as hav¬ 
ing faid nothing to the purpofe : and Pope fomewhere ufes the 
fame fimile — calling one of his carping critics and poetical 
perfecutors, a curd of af'cs milk ; but our own interpretation 
of the unuiual term, by the white of an feems to come 
nenreft to the author’s meaning. Mr. Mudge thinks the next 
verfe alluding to that difeafe commonly called the Doctor, or 
to job's medicines and bitter potions. 

p There is a peculiar elegance in the original, 
quis dahity and afterwards, Deus det, literally, who will give, 

and. 
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queft ! and that God 
would grant me the 
thing that I long for. 
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9. Even that it 
would plcaie God to 
ddtroy me ; that he 
would 1 let loofe his 
hand, and cut me off. 


ought to behave in this extre- Sect, 9 
mity, yet whence relief inuft' T v : "1 
proceed, and wherein it only V1 * 
confifts, is very clear to me : 
my beft reafon diftates, as 
mofl fuitable.to my circum- 
ftances, this humble, ardent 
addrefs to the infinite Being. 

That this world, bearing 9 
the gloomieft afpedl on all 
accounts that concern me; my 
fortune and family gone, my ' 
conftitution quite broken, and 
my friends only left to en- 
creafe my burthens with heavy 
cenfures; he would be pleafed, 
if agreeable to all his grand 
defigns of government, wif- 
dom and benevolence, fome 
way, by withdrawing his fup- 
port, or augmenting my tor¬ 
tures, immediately to give me 
adifeharge, and, atone ftroke, 

1 m yx • 


reduce me to duft again. 


This 


and, may Cod give. It is in his foie option when and how to 
grant this. May not this fentence imply the llrongefl: pof- 
frble refutation of the cenfures pall upon Job ? that what¬ 
ever he had done he was willing to die with it ; which had 
it been evil, as his friends fuggefted, could not but excite 
terror in the near approaches of this end of all men. In 
lhort, he may be underflood as declaring, I am not a hypo¬ 
crite, for i am not afraid to die. 

f 

** Sc bit ltens explains this term as borrowed from archery, 
and as exprellive of an arrtnv , which being drawn to the head 
in a well-fining bow, and the hand fuddenly taken away, files 
with great rapidity to the mark' aimed at. 



8 o A Paraphrase 

Sect. 9. Thi9 Ihould be my comfort 

even in death, and, 1 am in no 
Jo vi.io. d ou bt, would infpire me with 

conftancy and magnanimity ; 
that 1 have afted uprightly 
and fincerely, neither prevari¬ 
cating with the laws of God 
myfelf, nor concealing them 
from others, my children or 
domefticks, or wherever my 
authority could influence, 
i, Indeed, what natural vigour 
remains in me, that I fhould 
cherifh any other hopes ? or 
flatter myfelf brighter fcenes 
and happier days may return ? 
What will fhortly be the ifiTue 

is 


on the 

10. r Then fhould 
I yet have comfort, 
yea I would harden 
myfelfin forrow: let 
him not fpare, for I 
have not concealed 
the words of the 
Holy one. 


ii. What i j mv 

■ 

ftrength that I OiouM 
hope r and what u 
mine end that I 
fhould prolong my 
life i 


r The paraphrafe of this verfe is partly taken from Peters* 
Schultens explains the words as figurative and very empha- 
tick : t err am pede percutiam cum Jirenuitate . — In the utmofi 
vehemence 1 out'//fiamp the earth with my foot, triumph, exult , 
treat with injult and defiance the hitterefi pains of dying moments : 
yielding a glorious teftimony to the whole world, that my 
confidence and integrity have been the foie diredors of my 
entire converfation. I know not but the laft claufe may 
vindicate Job , and likewife indirediy hint at E lip ha z , whole 
diftinguifhing charaderiilics feem to have been artful and in - 
finuating j — as if he had faid, I am no double’dealer, time - 
ferver , in modern language, no canter or trimmer , I have 
aded uprightly, meant what I fhould do, and fpoke fo that 
every one might difeern the bottom, and full meaning of 
my honed heart. Whether in ftridnels this be the fenfe of 
the text or not, would to God it was the fettled principle, 
and prevailing pradice of all mankind ! The learned Mudgc 
t ran Hates, l do not conceal my words from the Holy One ; from 
his knowledge ; fpeaking low, as if 1 was afraid he fhould 
hear me This may feem to limit the fenfe too much ^ 
which, as a dying declaration, fhould be mod general. 



i 2. h my Arength 
the ftrengthof [tones? 
or 13 my flcfh brafs ? 


1 3 *L not my help 
in me ? and is wif- 

dom 
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is exceeding plain ; and what Sect. 9. 
benefit or end of being can I 

n r L T Job VI.Hi 

previoufly propole, tnat I 
fhould wifti the few and evil 
days of a life, fo tranfient, to 
be prolonged ? 

My miferies forbid the de- 1 2 
fire, and indeed the materials, 
whereof my conftitution is 
formed, extinguifh the hope } 
unlefs my bodily Jubilance* 
as monuments, confuted of 
molten brafs, or of the com- 
paft hard rock; the reiterated 
violent Ihocks,- I but barely; 
fuftain,. will at length over¬ 
come me: 

Like that of all other mor- 13 
tals, my frame is difiolvable, 

perifhable, 


■ This feems to be a proverbial expreflion, the ancients 
made ufe of as well as the moderns ; and the comparifon is 
frequently to be met with in the poetic, and other writings of 
antiquity. 

XaXxfov de pot it 0$ tvtin. Horn. 11 . Lib. 13. 490. 

- WQoiifVTO k iXafia, xj / srX«7u varw 

^ZetpKt Tbeoc. Id. xxii. 47. 

triplex — circa peftus. Hor. 

Non enim eft e faxo fculptus, aut a robore dolatus homo 
— habet corpus, habet animum, movetur mente, movetur 
fenfibus. Cic. Acad. iv. 31. 

Schultens interprets this as having fomething in it of de- 
rifion and (neer — Behold ! — Mark ! I am fhut up and tied 
down by a fuperior power, and have no poflible way of ro- 

Vol. I. G lieving 
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Sect. 9. perifhable, and if I could but dom driven quite 

' calmly wait, fuccour will from me f 
** vl,l ^'come ; but it encreafes the 

difficulty to have a man’s lit-* 
mofl: patience tried, and, at the 
fame time, fufpe&ed ; and all 
one's prudence and virtue in 
the hardeft exercife, and yet 
to be fcarce allowed the pof- 
fcffion of a fingle good qua¬ 
lity. 


lieving myfelf; and from thence it follow*, according to my 
friend s fine reafoning, that I have not the leaft wifdom, 
truth, virtue, or religion^ 


SECT. 



I 
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SECT. X. 

Job, after declaring bis integrity , and by wifhing for 
a fpeedy and fudden deaths giving the Jlrongefi 
proof thereof\ upbraids his friends with unkind - 
nefs \ and , by a beautiful fimile y reprefents their 
fallacious and ungenerous treatment . He profef -■ 
fes his opennefs to conviction from rational argu - 
; but withal his unalterable refolution to re-* 
fign bis underftanding and judgment to nothing elfe. 

He very movingly pleads with them , in a matter of 
fo much confequence.as his character , to retraCi any 
hafly centres, to reexamine , and not fix upon him 
charges he never deferved . 

Jo b vi. 14. Job vi. 14. 

jhoutd X facred in extreme mi- 

G 2 fery, Job vi.14. 

x The words will bear another interpretation, neither have 
I wholly omitted it in the paraphrafe, <viz that he is an un- 
gpdly wicked man, and whatever he profefles, really devoid 
of all true religion, who fhews no pity to his friend in ad- 
verfity. The <vau then muff be interpreted aloqui , otherrvjife t 
as it fometimes figmfies, dnftead of but, which it more fre¬ 
quently denotes. This is true in fa£l, but the ufual fenfe, 
moll probably Job's meaning, and that he is referring to 
ttpbax' s intimations in the foregoing difcourfe, that he was : 
guilty of fome fecret wickednefs and gfofs enormity ; and; 
his ftiong efforts to bring him openly to confefs it: which he ! 
takes extremely unkind. 

The following lines exprefs the fenfe in part, may help to* 
check the infolencc of wealth, and may entertain the gener¬ 
ous humane reader. 

There is a facred reverence due to mifery 
Scorn to infult the wretched - - — 

' Great fouls with generous pity melt. 

? Both facred and profane authors exprefs heavy affliction,. 

and 
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■ 

Sect. io. fery, that gives it an un- 

doubted right to mercy : the 
J° V1 * l 4 * un( j one and wretched expedb 

this debt, from the common 
feilowfhip of human nature ; 


what overflowings of the ten- 

D 

derefl: companion, may dif- 
trefled virtue promife itfelf 
from a fincere friendfHip ? 
How can you then depart 
from thefe maxims, and fuf- 
peft, what no man had ever 
any room to do, viz. the 
truth and integrity of my 
piety and virtue ? Do not you 
tempt me to renounce my re¬ 
ligious principles by thus 
queftioning them ? or do not 
you dernonflratc vour own 
want of the nobleft branch of 
religion, by fhewing no hu¬ 
manity or charity ? 

15 But how low a degree of 
friendfnip, or how irregular a 

one, 


Jhould be Jhrwed from 
his friend ; but he 
forfaketh the fear of 
the Almighty, 


15. 1 My brethren 
have dealt deceit- 

fully 


and the depth of adverfity, by terms borrowed from metals 
that diflolve in the furnace, or wax that melteth by the fire \ 
literally it is, to him that is liquijied t dij/blved, melted dvuan* 
cb xxx. 22. Pj\ cvii. 26. xxii. 14. lfai. xiii. 7. And the 
Heathen poet, 

Sic mea perpetuis Hquefant pe&ora curis, 

Ignibus admotis ut nova cera folet, 

Ovid. 

* This is a moll elegant ftriking reprefentation of the in- 
ftability and ft range mutability of human affetlions ; very 
few look upon their moll virtuous frieods, with the fame 

unaltered 



fully as a brook, and 
as the (ireams of 
brooks they pals a- 
way : 


16. Which are 
blackifh by reafon of 
the ice, and wherein 
the fnow is hid. 
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one, and what unfteadinefs and Sbct 
llrange prevarication do I find 
among my acquaintance; and J 
to what more properly qan I 
compare them, than to the 
iudden rife, and violent fwell 
of lakes or rivers, and their 
as hafty and precipitate fall 
and decline ? By their con¬ 
flux and torrent, they promile 
inexhauftibJe fupplies of re- 
frefbing element, but they are 
tranficory, and do not anlwer 
men’s expectation. 

From different caufes both 16 
their quantity, and even fotm 
and colour are uncertain, and 
perpetually fluctuating j one 
G 3 while 


unaltered eye of generous and fteady regard, whether under 
the frowns or (miles of capricious fortune. The general- 
lity, it is plain from numberlefs inftances, do not : whom 
he compares to inconftant brooks, by means of defeending 
rains overflowing in winter, but dry in fuminer. Thus moil 
friends are tp an excefs obliging while favours are mutual, 
and there is no more than ordinary occafion for them ; but 
in extreme neceflity, when their help is moll loudly called 
for, (hun, fcarce know, and bafely defert them, for whom 
lately they profefled an entire eftesm. The fimile is natu¬ 
ral, and worked up with the utlnoft beauty and energy. 
Scbultem obferves, that the drabs ufually compare a treacher¬ 
ous friend to a fudden torrent, or land-flood, and hence fay 
— 1 put no truji in the jlznjjing of thy torrent : and, O torrent 
thy fanning fubjtdeu So the Latin and Engl'Jh poets, 

Donee erit> faelix multoS numerabis amioos. 

Nemo ad amiiTas ibit amicus opes. 

■ 

I call’d to all my friends, but they were gone : 

Friendlhip grows cold when poverty comes on. 



1 
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<Sect. io. while clear and tranfparent, 

another turbid and muddy ; 
j° vx. i . u f ua jjy m oveable and fluid *, 

bur.when turned to ice, ftiffand 
torpid, taking a dufky black 
hue, and difcolouring as well 
as abforbing the whiteft fnow. 

17 They do not continue long 
in this congealed rigid ftate, 
before a milder air feparates, 
warmer weather agitates, and 
a growing heat and fultrinefs 
of feafon quickly dilpatches 
them from their wonted chan¬ 
nels. 

18 They are foon loft in the 
rapidity and irregularity of 

their 


i j. What time 
they T wax warm, 
they vanifli ; when 
it is hot, they are 
confumed out of their 
place. 


18. v * * * * x The paths of 
their ways are turned 

afide : 


v There is a different rendering of this, which I prefume 

is rather valuable for its peculiar elegance than real folidity: 
it is however taken from the Syriac , and fupported by the 
authority of fome Jewifh writers. Inftead of a vox warm 

they interpret Zarab, by friguit , coar ft us ejl, viz. In tempore 
quo frigefcunt, five coarftantur evanefcunt : that is, aim oft in 
one and the fame moment of time, they are cold and hot, freeze 

and thaw , roar in loud torrents, and ftlently glide away. The 

fentiment is ingenious and pretty, and the truth thereof every 
day experienced from unftabJe felfifh men, who,like flies, balk 
in the warm fun of another's profperity, but, in the inftant of 
his change of circumftances, are all gone. The prophet Je¬ 
remiah, ch . xiv. 2, 3. probably had this palfage in view, for 
the moft material thoughts are the fame, in his defeription of 
a great drought and fcarcity of water. Judah mourneth , and 
the gates thereof languijb. The cry of Jerufalem is gone up. 
Their nobles have fent their little ones to the waters ; they came to 
the pit , and found no water, they returned with their veffels 
empty : they were ajhatned and confounded , and covered their 
heads 

x Schultens refers this paflage to the bands of travellers, 
who, whether for pafturagc or merchandize, wandering in 

the 



a/idc:*they go to no¬ 
thing and periih. 


19. The troops of 
Tema looked, the 
companies of Sheba 
waited for them. 


20. They were 
confounded, becaufe 
they had hoped; 
they came thither 
and were afhamed. 


21. * For now ye 
are nothing : ye fee 

my 
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their winding vaft courfes 5 Sect. io. 
and by means of the thirfty 
earth and fcorching fun eva- * ' 
porate, or are exhaufted. 

The travelling companies 19 
of merchants, or wandering 
unfettled people, from Tema 
and Sbeba , fully expected, on 
the banks of thefe overflowing 
lakes or rivers, to pitch their 
tents, to unload their bur* 
tjiens, and find chere a com* 
modious harbour for reft, and 
abundant refreftimenc. ' 

The greater their depen- 2 d 
dance, the more vexatious 
proved their difappointmenc: 
upon their arrival, all their 
flattering hopes appeared vain 
illufion : they were in the ut- 
moft confternation and real 
confufion ; neither could they 


account for fo fudden and 
aftonifiling a change. 

You cannot but perceive 
where this emblem is pointed, 
G 4 and 


the vail defart, and quite fpent with fatiguing journies and 
parching thirft, had left their proper road to follow the 
water-courfe, had loft themfelves, and perhaps defpaired 
and died. His reafons do not appear fatisfa&ory, nor the 
travellers properly introduced, to perfect the fimile, antece¬ 
dent to the next verfe. 

a The application is natural and fpirited : they had ufed 
founding words, and promifed great things; they performed 
nothing. The fenfe comes to the fame, whether the reading 
be to /UHcfw, nihil, nothing , of no ufc or value ( or 

the 
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Sect.'10. and how exaftly it tallies to 

your own charafter and be- 
J° vi. 21. Saviour . whatever we were 

all in the heights of profpe- 
riry, it is plain you are no¬ 
thing, nor able to afford the 
lealt relief or confolation un¬ 
der a change of circumftances. 
Adverfity only fo alters, af¬ 
frights, and confounds you, 
that either you have not judg¬ 
ment left to difcern that I am 
the fame perfon, or not cou¬ 
rage enough to appear in an 
honeft man’s vindication. 

22 And whether it be the one 
or the other of thefe, I may 
fairly conclude, that if you 
had any fafls to produce to 
my difad vantage, they would 

be 


my calling down, aiid 
are afraid. 


22. b Did I fay 
bring unto me ? or 
give a reward for me 
of your fubflance ? 


the thing, the very torrent f and deceitful brook itfelf . The 
learned Hebrician, Mudge , has it, you fee my heart-broken 
condition , that needs the clearing of friends, and you fiand aloof 
and are afraid to come near me, 

b Probably alluding to the prevailing cuftom, efpecially 
among the Orientals , of accompanying their vifits or ad^ 
drefles to diftinguifhed perfonages, with expenhvc gifts, or 
rich prefcnts ; which if they ufually had done, but now 
difcontinued, in the inltance of Job himfelf, he might in¬ 
timate how ungenerous it appeared, as he had now the moll 
occafion. It fcems quite foreign from the purpofe, as foine 
have done, to refer it to his behaviour as a magiflrate, or 
man of wealth and power ; and his incorrupt, unbribed, 
unrewarded proceedings in his Ration. 

His appeal to character is afterwards made with great 
propriety, as it is the laR thing a generous mind would have 
recourfc to : it was abfolutely nece/Tary, when it was done, 
to vindicate himfelf. 



23. Or deliver me 
from the enemies 
hand ? or redeem 
me from the hand 
of the mighty ? 


24. Teach me, 
and I will hold my 
tongue : and caufe 
me to underiland 
wherein I have erred. 


25. c How forcible 
are right words ! but 

what 
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be in the higheft degree ag-Seg 
gravated ; and if I had re- . 
quefted any favours or pre- ° 
fents, they would have been 
utterly denied me. 

However ufual it be for 23 
opulent and powerful friends, 
at no fmall expence, where 
they profefs a regard, to fhew 
liberality and munificence, to 
pay down the price of their 
deliverance when taken cap¬ 
tive ; or interpofe by force of 
arms to recover them from 
oppreffion and thraldom, 
mine, I may be pretty cer¬ 
tain, are not of this fort. 

But knowledge and pro- 24 
found wifdom you pretend 
to, produce fomething that 
fhews this, and I will by 
filent and all attention : fui- 
ther, as to my errors and 
tranlgreflions, which you al¬ 
lege, but do not prove •, only 
fupport a fail, or exhibit a 
Angle inftance, befide the in¬ 
firmities common to all men, 
fo as to convince me wherein 
I am guilty, and I will im¬ 
mediately fubmit, and moft 
humbly confefs it. 

How convincing and per- 2$ 
fuafive are folid plain argu¬ 
ments. 


c The Chtd Jee Paraphrafe renders, how [west an the words 
of the juft, and let him that is ft of you to reprove, reprove ; 

which 
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Sect. 10. ments, diredtly to the point, 
—' and proceeding from confident 
jdeas and candid minds ! but 
what fignify general declama- 
tory fpeeches, or uncharitable 
rafh cenfures ? 

26 Can you efteem laboured 
long difcourfes, made up of 
words or fentences that are 
nothing at all to the purpofe, 
adapted to my cafe, and likely 
to aflliage my intenfe mifery : 
are they proper to fet again ft 
that energy of fpeech, which 
flows diredly from the inward 
fenfe of the acuteft pain ? ra¬ 
ther are they not meer tri¬ 
fling with grief, and infulting 
wretchednefs ? 

27 And what afts of tyranny 
or iniquity will he boggle at, 

who 


what doth your argu¬ 
ing reprove ? 


.26. Do ye imagine 
to reprove words, 
and the fpeeches of 
one that is dcfperate, 
which are as wind ? 


27. d Vea.ve over¬ 
whelm the fatherlefs, 

and 


which in the language of the New Teftament would be, — 

He that is without fin among you, Ut him firfi caft a ftorte — 

St. John xiv. 7. The LXX, inftead of forcible , read trifling, 
defyicable words —— and interpret how vain and frivolous 
feem the words of one who is true ? The fenfe of the origi¬ 
nal is — what firength and weight is there in words, that 
really dire SI and yield infirufiion P but what argues or fignifies, 
that chiding and declaiming which proceeds from you ? 

d The Vulgate renders — fubvertere nitimini amicum veft rum, 
you endeavour to fulvert your friend: and fome-underhand 
tic ru , not of* digging, but of feafling and revelling . The 
radix fignifies to provide, snake ready , prepare , as it is ap¬ 
plied to wells , pits, jcpulehres, catching wild beafts, making 
provifion for a feaft — and the means of doing mifehief; the 
laft feems here intended, and mod probably to endeavour it 
by means of a pit or well, (though pit is not in the original,) 
as the Arabs much abounded with thefe ; which have been 

foppofed 
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and you dig a fit for who is capable oF fuch & pro- Sec t, to. 

your friend. cedure ? the orphans patri- 

mony is not fecure in his 
hands, nor his friend's life 
fafe, if in his power to de- 
ftroy it: there is nothing to 
hinder him from going the 
utmoft lengths of injuftice and 
barbarity. 

28. ■ Now there- .For your own fakes, and 
fore be content; look f or m ine, I befeech you take 

upon me, /or u ts t j^ s w jf £ refolution, ftriftly 

j^ c ito accommodate your talk to 

the cafe in hand ; or utter 
nothing bnt what is proper 
for you to fpeak, and me to 
hear: I hang out no falfe co¬ 
lours; look full in my face,you 
fee a true man : look on your 
own, and reflect within your- 
felves, whether it be not utterly 
improbable, that I fhould deal 

in 

fuppofed greatly to have contributed to their independency 
and fecurity. Diodorus Siculus mentions their wells : and 
though thefe defcendants of Ifmael cannot be faid never to 
have been conquered, for Pompey y Trajan , and Sc'verus were 
too potent for them : yet none of their conquerors have ex¬ 
tirpated or fubdued them. Vtd. Dio. A xviii. A xxv. A xxxvi. 
in excerpt. Theodos t p, 849, Ed Leunclav . Plut % in Pom . A mm, 

Marcel. 

c Some fuppofe the manner of arraignments at the bar of 
publick juftice here alluded to, in which the criminal and 
his accufers were to meet face to face, and look full at one 
another ; if any circumflance could be gathered from thence 
that might help to acquit or convitt him. There is no 
doubt of fuch a cuftom, but whether of equal antiquity 
with the early age of Job y may not be fo eafy certainly to 
determine. 
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Sect. io.in fubtlety, or, in any refpeCt 
—'deceive you. 

]o vi.29. R eturn5 I befeech you, to 

a more fcdate and impartial 
way of thinking, and retraCt 

your premature judgment and 
perverfe conftruClions : do not 
take every thing by the 
word handle, nor account for 
my fufferings from criminal 
caufes: let it not be iniquity, 
either fecrec or publick, that 
has brought all this evil upon 
me : again and again recol¬ 
lect yourfelves, and confider 
matters mod deliberately, be¬ 
fore you dived a man of his 
innocence, and charge me with 
crimes I am perfectly clear of. 

30 My expreflions have been 
open and ,unreferved : what 
can you tax them with, or 
what jud law have they con¬ 
tradicted ? can you fay, that 

I am 


29. f Return, I 
pray you, let it not 
be iniquity ; yea re¬ 
turn again, my righ- 
teoufnefs u in it. 


30. ? Is there ini¬ 
quity in my tongue ? 
cannot my talte dif- 
cern perverfe things ? 


f As if they were taking leave without faying any thing 
further, and going oft* continued in their opinion : the pa¬ 
tient man recalls them with the moll graceful modefty and 
pathetick tendernefs : return , Sec. Lei it not be iniquity — yea 
return again t there may be righteoufnefs in me : at leaji make 
another trial , before you fully determine there is not. 

& The moving pathos and perfect propriety of this conclu- 
fion are equally admirable ; which is the temper and principle 
of every man of integrity, he declares that—ihould his tongue 
utter what was not right and juft, the only reafon would be, 
bee a fife he did not judge right, could not think juftly —- 
but could he not really diftinguiih in the plained cafe in the 
world, *iiz» his own actions, character and integrity ? 



- . 
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I am incapable of diftinguifh-Siier. 10. 
ins; betwixt right and wrong, 'TT 

i • j „ ■ Job vi. 30, 

or that my moral judgment is 
vitiated and perverted ? 


C H A P. VII. SECT. XI. 

• i 

By fever al very natural and fir iking fimilitudes Job 
farther reprefents his misfortunes and calamities . 
He bewails himfelf in pathetic moving ftrains . 
.. He expofiulates ; and folicits a fpeedy releafe, or 
fome fmall refpiteprevious to his dyings or this 
releafe happening in the ordinary courfe of things . 
Ver. 1, to the end. 


Job vii. 1. 

I S there not an 
appointed time 

to 



Job vii, 1. 

S there not a certain and Sect. 11 

* 

determinate portion of 



time, Job viL ‘ 


h The original fignifies, a regular attendance , an orderly 
difebarge of duty : ana, in fome few places, the time allotted, 
or particular feafon preferibed for thefe : it is likewife fre- 
quently applied to military affairs — an army of difeiplined 
troops : to wars and battles : and denotes the terms of en- 
liftment, the condition of fervice. The fimile has great 
flrength and propriety in it — the foldier reafonably experts 
his pay and difeharge, according to the terms of his en- 
liftment ; his ftation having hard fervice and the greateft 
hazards belonging to it. Is not this man’s condition ? and, 
if he be faithful, may he not hope for a recompence ? Do 
not the following lines elegantly illuftrate this affefting 
paflage ? 

Wait thou with patience, till the circling hours 
Shall bring the time of thy appointed reft, 

And lay thee down in death. The hireling thus 
With labour drudges out the painful day,, 

m 

V. 


And 
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Sect, uptime, afiigned by the laws of 
t Providence, to comprize, in it 

Vlu lm the life of mortal man, with 
whatever concerns it ? are not 


to man upon earth ? 

are not his days alfo 

like the days of an 

? 





bis days of labour and pa¬ 
tience, like thofe of an hire¬ 
ling, fixed and limited to a 
definite number ? 

2 As the lengthening (hades, 
and evening refrefhingbreezes, 
are ardently wifhed for by the 
laborious vafial, to remit his 
toil, and repofe his weary limbs; 
and as the induftrious hireling 
has a fixed eye to, and impa¬ 
tient expedation of the produft 
and recompenceof hisincefiant 
care and arduous pains : 

3 So may 1 folicit, I hope 
without offending, a mof£‘ 

welcome 


2. As a 1 fervant 
earnefUy defueththe 
fhadow, and as an 
hireling looketh for 
the reward of his 
work : 


3 * So am I made 
to poJTefs months of 

vanity. 


And often looks, with long expefhng; eyes. 

To fee the fhadows rife \ and be difmifs’d. 

, & 

Fix'd is the day when mis’r-y wilt be pail. 

The utmoft time our faculties can laft. 

As longs tjie flave for fleep.!s_refrefhing bow’r. 

As hirelings. £gh for night’s rewarding hour, 

So while vain months protrail this painful breath, 
Long harrafs’d virtue leeks repofe in death. 

▼ 

F The difference betwixt a fir^vant and an hireling, in 
antient times, mod probably was, that the former had-been 
taken in war, or bought with money ; the latter fet a value 
on his time and labour : henqe one fee ms! to have nothing 
more in view than reft ; the, other looked, for his wages. 
A fervant labouring in the hf at of the fyp eamefily defires, 
gafesy pants trfter a cool refrefbing Jfiade, is ian interpretation 
the w° r ds will bear, but hardly exprefles the full meaning. 



* «anity, and weari- 
fome nights are ap¬ 
pointed me. 


4. 1 When I lie 
down I fay, when 
lhall I arife, and the 
night be gone ? and 
I am full of toflings 
to ai)d fro unto the 
daWning of the day. 


5. My flcfh is 
clothed with worms 
and clods of dull, my 
fkin is broken and 
become loathfome. 

» 1 
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welcome deliverance from the Sect, ii 
heavier preffures of affli&ion r T 
and adverfity entailed on me ; J vu> 3 
Cnee even the nights, that 
yield others relaxation, 50 me 
continue the round qf fatigue 
and anxiety. 

If there be any fcnfible dif- \ 
ference, my nights are moft 
tedious and diltrefsful ; in¬ 
deed my wakeful grief, tcaz- 
ing pain, and perpetual change 
of pofture for very anguifli* 
make me wifh them the Ihort- 
eftmeafures. 

.. The,whole,, once curious 

* 

machine, my animated body* 
now more refembfes a livid 
dead corpfe, or carcafs in the 
pqfiefiion of devouring in¬ 
fers ; nothing remains but a 
ghaftly deformity, and uni- 

verfal 


k The original denotes pain and mifery , as well as empti - 
nefs, infignfeancy or vanity ; and peffejfes intimates, thefe were 
a kind of inheritance left, or eftate entailed upon him : but 
misfortunes and calamities have inherited me, is a form of 
fpeeah, as Scbultens obferves, peculiar to the Arabs . As 
likewife, when time is applied to afHiftion, to. ufe the term 
months, not, in ordinary, days } which, in our language, would 
anfwcr better to nights. 

1 Literally it is, if' I Jhall lie down and fay , when Jhall 1 
arije ? then he extends the evening, and I am full of agita¬ 
tions and toffings, even unto the daswn of the day . The mean¬ 
ing is, his mifery was conftant and uninterrupted, without 
the lcaft intermiflion or ceflation. For a parallel place, and 
a; description of heightened troubles, fee Dfut. xxviii, 65, 

fav. 
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Jobvii. 6. 


Sect. ii. verfal Tendency to dififolution 

and putrefaction. 

No weaver’s (hurtle moves 
and returns fo quick and con- 
ftant to the end of his labour, 
as do my days of grief and 
pain fucceed one another y 
neither have I any ground to 
hope for abatement or mitiga¬ 
tion, till my life is ended. 

7 Oh that it might be recol¬ 
lected, and moft ferioufly con- 
fidered, how precarious and 
momentary a good this life is : 
and yet what conlequences fol¬ 
low, and advantages are gone, 
abfolutely, and beyond a pof- 

fibility 


6. My days arc 
fwifter than a weav¬ 
er's fhuttle, and are 
01 fpent without hope. 


7. n O Remember 
that my life is wind : 
mine eye fhall no 
more fee good. 


« Ab. Ezra, S. Jarchi, Bocbart , and others, reckon this 
verfe beginning with a metaphor fhould end with one ; 
and inftead of /pent, or worn away without hope , render the 
words fail , or are cut of at the end of the thread or woof ; 
and beta, they either fuppofe written inftead of caph , the 
note of fimilitude, by fome negligent transcriber, or to be 
the fame here in fignification. To be fpekt without hope of 
their long continuing , and to be certainly cut ojf at the end of 
the thread or woof, makes no material difference in the fenfe : 
— only the latter feems to add Co the beauty and perfection 
of the alkfion : the weaver's fhuttle ie in quick and con¬ 
tinual motion, till the working up of his piece, and.cutting 
it out of the loom ; but my iucceinve miferable days are 
much fafter weaving me up, till the whole (hall be finiflied, 

and life ended. r 

■ 

n Some think Job (hould have infered, from the brevity 
and uncertainty of life, how patient and refigned he ought 
to be ; but is not his reafoning, that a condition of being 
fubjcdUd naturally to fomuch vanity and uncertainty, {hould 
not moreover have extraordinary, calamities Annexed to it j 
but matters fuffered to proceed in their ufual courfe ? 



8. The eye of him 
that hath feen me 
Jhall fee me no more: 
thine eyes are upon 
me and I am not. 


9. As the cloud is 
confumed, and va- 
ni/heth away : fo he 
that goeth down to 
the 0 grave {hall come 
up no more. 


10. He /hall re¬ 
turn no more to his 
houfe, neither /hall 
his place know him 
any more . 
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eyes, as well as his who is ut¬ 
terly deprived by it of all fen* 
fation, they (hall never more 
behold him with pleafure, ef- 
teem or defire. O thou un- 
fleeping eye of Heaven and 
Providence, if thou fix one 
frown upon me — 1 inftantly 
wither, decay and die. 

As the thickening cloud in 9 
its quickeft difperfion, or the 
Condenfed vapours in their 
hafty difeharge, by defeend* 
ing rain, moulded hail, or 
fleecy fnow ; fo unexpected, 
and fudden, frequently, is 
man’s diflolution : his defeent 
into the grave, and pafiage 
to the invifible regions, hap¬ 
pen upon the (horteft notice, 
but he never returns. 

All earthly relations and ro 
connexions, fituations and cir- 
cumftances, he has taken a 
lafting farewell of : thofe fta- 


and gone, when it is once de-J^C 
parted. 

As if death clofed all men’s g 


0 both fignifles the grave, and perhaps mod coiji- 

monly the fame with hades in the Greek , or the invifible date 


and region of departed fpirits, neither does it appear from 
any part of this work, that Job doubted another life, and 
a great variety in which, I apprehend, he expreifes Sis firm 
perfuafion thereof. 
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Sbct. ii . tions, perfons or places, that 
L TT / 7T J were mod familiar to him, 

V11 * may mourn his lofs, but fhall 
never more be his property, 
nor enjoy his prefence and ac¬ 
quaintance. ' 

11 If thefe gloomy fcenes be 
my only fad relief from un- 
deferved and extraordinary ca¬ 
lamities, with the heavieft re¬ 
proaches, I fhall not impofe 
filence upon myfelf, fmother 
the violent inward heat, nor 
attempt to fupprefs thofe juft 
and bitter complaints, which 
would force their way againft 
all oppofition. 

t2 This liberty, I think„ought 
not to be denied me, unlefs it 
appeared that I fhould make 
an improper ufe of it * and 
that my paftions tranfported 
me, as fwelling waves j or my 
afflictions had transformed me 
into a downright monfter : 

then 






11 . r Therefore I 
will not refrain my 
mouth, I will fpeak 
in the anguilh of my 
fpirit, I will com¬ 
plain in the bitter- 
nefs of my foul. 


1 2. Am I a fea, or 
q a whale, that thou 
fetteft a watch over 
me. 


P Noldius and Schultens in Re ad of therefore /, &c. render 
gam ani, vicijfem ego , etiam ego, in my turn 1 , or 1 aifo ; inti¬ 
mating that Job thought he might take his turn of fpeaking. 
Perhaps it might befl be rendered here, moreover, neverthelefs , 
or fence this is the cafe. The meaning feems to be, 1 mull e’er 
long fubmit to this fate, and I will flrenuouily aflert my right, 
and defend my integrity while I am living. 

* By the word tamin the learned Bochart undcrftands, not 
the dragon or whale, becaufe it hath neither feet nor fcales, 
liveth not in rivers, is not encompafled by nets, nor taken 
with a hook ; but the crocodile • Vid, Both. De Animal . L i. 
P * 46—-50, 



13. When I fay, 
my bed Ihall comfort 
me, my couch Ihall 
' eafe my complaint; 


14. Then thou 
feared me with 
dreams, and terri- 
deft me through vi- 
fions. 


15. So that my 
foul chufeth ■ Wrang¬ 
ling, and death ra¬ 
ther than my life. 


16. 1 I loath it, f 
would not live al* 

way: 
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indeed banks might beraifedSECT.it* 
to keep me within compafs, 
or guards fee to prevent my 
doing mifehief. 

I have recourfe to all the 
ordinary means of refrefhment 
or alleviation : I expedt, on 
my bed in quiet llumbers, to 
forget a while my griefs ; 
and, reclined on my eafy 
couch, to beguile the fenfe of 


pun. 

But I do not find it fo ; 14 
my reft is interrupted with 
irregu! ar and confufed dreams, 
and my imagination haunted 
and difturbed with ftrange vi- 
fionary objedts, hideous fan¬ 
cies, and the wildeft horrors. 

To that degree that they 1 $ 
make me weary of living ; I 
ftiould really prefer to it fome 
incurable malady, or even art 
Untimely cruel death. 

1 am throughly furfeited 16 
with what has already been 

H 2 allotted 


T There is fomething elegant and poetic in the literal in¬ 
terpretation of jijja be fichi > as if his bed took party Jympa - 
tbixedy or complained with him complaining . 

* Strangling ; ma chan ah : Schultens renders fuffocationy Of 
ftoppage of breathy fuch as the Arabs ftyle al-chouak, *viz. a 
dileafe in the throat obftrufting or flopping the breath, fo 
as to hinder it from reaching the lungs and the heart: liter¬ 
ally, my breath itftlf chujeth to be flopped> and my boms chufe 
death. 

1 Chapfelow feems to think, that maafl't will admit the 
fame confirmation with mafafliy as appears by comparing 

ver. 
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Sect, k i^ allotted me of this fordid def- 





( 


picable life : ceafe your cruel 
perfections: my days, I hope, 
are hading to an end \ and 
that nothing will retard or 
prevent their fpeedieft flight, 
for they are empty of all fa- 
tisfa&ion, and full of mifery. 

O mod tremendous Ma- 
jedy, forgive my unfeigned 
wonder, that an all-perledt 
Deity fliould' render one of 
human race fc* confidera- 
ble, as to treat him like an 
enemy ! and reduce him dill 
l^ver, whofe mortal exidence, 
and unnumbered frailties dif¬ 
fidently humble him. 

The condefcenfion is infi¬ 
nitely beneath my peerlefs 
Sovereign, to contend with 
one who can make no relit 

tance ; 


way 
for i 
nity, 


let me alone, 
iy days are va- 



17. What is man, 
that thou ftiouldft 
magnify him ? and 
that thou fhouldft 
fet thine heart upon 
him ? 


18. And that thou 
fhouldft vifit him e- 
very morning, and 
try him every mo¬ 
ment ? 


ver. 5 ; of this chapter : inftead of' 1 loath, he would read, 
] am ready to be dtjjolved, 1 cannot live, or let tne not live. 
In this interpretation the terms are trdly plaintive and 
moving ; but, with the ingenious Langhorn , vve mull fay, 

“ As man he fuffer’d, and as man he mourn'd.” 

The radix is DKO. which fignifics, to refufe a thing vuith 
contempt , to reject vuith dijdaiv , as not vuorth acceptance : it 
fhould therefore, I think, be rendered, 1 mofl heartily defpife 
life upon ftch terms at at prefent 1 pojfejs it. The following 
verfes are refered in the paraphrafe, as Job feeins to have 
intended them, particularly to his own cafe ;■ though they 
might be general exprelllons concerning an univerfal provi¬ 
dence, in common ufe at that time, as well as fmce upon 
record in. other parts of fea ture. 



19. How long wilt 
rliou not depart from 
me, nor let me alone 
till u 1 fwallow down 
my fpittle ? 


20, and 21.1 have 
finned, what fhall 1 
do unto thee, O thou 
Preferver of men ? 
why halt thou fet me 
as a mark againrt 
thee, fo that I am a 
burden to * myfelf ? 

and 


1 
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tance ; to be fevere upon himSECT. 10. 
who is not ca 
the te(t of a 

and never ceafe trying, with 
inconceivable tortures, a weak 
and helplefs man. 

Indulge me, in the utmoft 19 
humility to afk, why thy dif- 
pleafure is fo hot ? when it 
will abate ? or whether I am 
to expert the leafh refpite, or 
a continual increafe to the laft 
moment of my almoft ex- 
haufted and miferable being ? 

But O thou molt exart and 20 , 2 \ % 
unerring Judge of what is, 
and what ought to be in every 
heart; if in this, or in any 
•other refpert I have gone too 
far, and been out of my fphere, 
let me trull thy mercy; though 
H 3 lam 


pable of Handing ~r7 v ~r“‘ 
r . • rv 0 J°b vu, 

rigorous juicice ; q 


u Schultens interprets this, allow me fo much time of refpite % 
as while a per fort lets the faliwa go down : and it is a proverb 
with the Arabs, let me fwallow down ?ny j pit tie ; i. e. reji 
after my fatigue. And Hariraus , in his narratives llyled al- 
makamah , the af'embly or ficiety , gives an in fiance of a per- 
fon, who, when eaineltly requefted to give an recount of 
his travels, anfwcrcd, with foine impatience, let me fwallow 
down my fft tie for my journey hath fatigued me . Another is laid 
to make this quick return to one who ufed the fame form 
of cwpu’liion, that, if he pleafed, he might fwallow down the 
Tigris end Euphrates. , 

* According to the correction of the Hebrew feribes it fhould 
be read, and the original text was, yaleca, a burden to thee , 
and not ]palai t to myfelf : but the Jewijh critics are known 

(q have taken great liberties, and feveral of the mod learned 

of 
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Sect. n.I am no fuch wicked and un¬ 



godly wretch as thefe men 
imagine me to be, [for thou 
knoweft the uprightnefs of 
my heart,] yet I acknowledge 
myfelf a Tinner, and humble 
myfelf under thy affli&ing 
hand ; renouncing every fault 
and error I may have been 
guilty of, whether known or 
unknown. Let my repentance 
and confeflion then prevail 
with thee for pardon ; and 
take away this heavy load of 
evils from me, and thereby 
remove the caufe of thole 
fufpicions which my friends- 
have entertained againft me. 
For now, if I expire under 
thy rod, their fufpicions are 
confirmed, and my character 
entirely ftained beyond redrefs. 
And fhouldfl: thou feek me 
in the morning, (the ufual 
hour of judicature,) to judge 
between me and my friends, 
behold, I am not. The de¬ 
termination comes too late. 
When I am dead and gone, 
there will be no convincing 
them of the rafbnefs of their 

r * »• t 

cenfures ; 

' # 


and why doft thou 
not pardon my tranf- 
greflion t and take a- 
way mine iniquity ? 
for now ft all I fleep 
in the dud, and thou 
ftalt feek me in the 
morning, but I ftall 
not be. 


of that people have condemned them for it. The latter 
part of the paraphrafe of thefe two verfes is taken from 
feterr } whofe interpretation feems very expreflive, plain 
;w 4 full. .' ' ' ' 
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cenfures; which* as they arofe SECT - *1. 
from the dreadful evils which i TT v ~^" 
they fee me fuffer, can only be {o, Vi! 
removed by a vifible removal 
of thofe evils. 


CHAP, VIII. SECT. XII. 

Bildad the Shuhite refumes, and enlarges on the ar¬ 
gument againjl Job. Notwithstanding all his 
prdeflations of innocence and piety, he affures him 
there was no medium in the affair , but either he 
mujt acknowledge his own guilt , or charge the 
Almighty with unrighteoufitefs. 'That mifery was. 
a natural confequence , and infallible token of wick - 
ednefs. That this truth was ejtablifhed both by 
ancient tradition and univerfal experience . He 
therefore concludes , that both Job, and efpecially 
his children , had deferved what they fuffered ; 
and , as ever he defired profperity , he muft renounce 
his evil courfes . Then , but not till then , it might 
be reafonably hoped , Providence would interpofe 
for his deliverance and fafety. Ver, 1, to the 
end. 


Job viii. i, 2. 

T hen an- 
fwered v Bil¬ 
dad the Shuhite and 

faid : how long wilt going vindication, and en- J°“ vili ' 

thou H 4 larges '* 

v In companion with Zophar , ydio was impetuous, fierce 
and violent in his temper, Bildad may be reckoned grave, 
fedate and fententious; yet the manner of his introduction i* 
irregular and abrupt, and fomewhat fudden and pafiionate. 


Job viii. 1, 2. 

DILDAD the Shuhite utvs* ct. 12. 
dertakes to refute the fore-'— 
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Ssct. i z .larges to the following pur- 


the ftrong emphafis you lay 
upon every frivolous fentence, 
it feems as if you defigned to 
carry your point by a tedious 
prolixity, vehement paffion, 
or obftinate unyielding con¬ 
tention. 

But what does your com¬ 
plaining tend to ? or where 
will this clamorous defence of 
your own innocence end, but 
in fettling the moft impious 
fhocking charges, even upon 

the tremendous maEchlefs So- 

< » • 

vereign ? 



pole : from the multiplicity 
of infignificant words, where¬ 
with you ftun our ears, and 


thpa * (peak thefe 

things ? Atuthmv long 
flail the words of thy 
mouth be like a ftrong 
wind ? 


3. * Doth Gcd 
pervert judgment ? 
or doth the Almighty 
pervert jullice ? 


* The original for /peak, frequently, though not always, 
denotes, talk as in common converjationj words of eourfethat will 
not bear a frill examination : and Bildad feems retorting upon 
yob his charge againft Eliphaz: Our tranflators have added, 
apd how long jbalf and be like, for which there is no necef- 
iity. The Hebrew is fufnciently expreffive, and literally is 
■— Hew long will you fay thefe things P as a Jlrong wind are 
the words oj your mouth . Similar to Cicero's introduction of 
his oration again ft Catiline. Qumfqite tandem abytere. Cat Hina 
fatientia noflra ? And the poet, 

* — Cfit tanta fuperho 

Falla fonas ore } el Jpumanti turbine p erf as 
Ig v. or anti am aitres. 

Sil. ItaL l. xi. 581. Sophoe . in EleSl, 611. 

1 The Chaldee paraphrafe renders, doth God fulrvert judg- 
fn°nt y or the Almighty corrupt juflice ? as do the LXX. The 
terms feem forenfic, and the dreadful corruption alluded to is 
■— when the wicked are treated in courts of judicature as if thpy 
lyse re righteous, and vice verfa* 



4. b Tf thy chil¬ 
dren have finned a- 

gainft 
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vereign ? And have you anySECT. 1*. 
reafonable ground ? Is it pof- 
fible, that the all-perfeft Go- ° VJiI ' 3, 
vernor of the univerfe, fhoiild 
violate his own eternal and 


unchanging laws of truth and 
equity ? And the fupreme in 
power have the lead tempta¬ 
tion to exercife that power in 
his judgments and difpenfa- 
tions, after an arbitrary, un¬ 
juft, and tyrannical manner ? 

The fuppofal is not more ^ 
impidus and wicked, than it 



b Cbappeto<w propofes to read* inftead of if\ becaufe : and, 
in the room of and, therefore ; as is done Ezek. xxxv. 6. 
The inftances wherein the conditional particle fignifies he - 
eaufe are fo very few, that it is rather to be underilood in its 
ufual fenfe, for if%tffo be, jince , perhaps, as* This would 
make that a pofitive aflertion, [that they actually were caji 
firicken, fujfered to fall ; (from the Arabic , he had 
armed himfelf, pointed his (word, fent out his weapons ) literally 
by the hand of their tranfgrejjions or prevarications .] which is 
indeed implied, but which no juft man, furely, would dare 
to avouch, and declare as an indubitable faft, unlefs he had 
the cleareft proof for it. Fqr though, as Peters obferves, 
many pious parents have had but untoward children, it does 
not appear from the hiftory that this was Job' s cafe : yet 
that the lofs of fo many children at once mufl needs fit up- 
permoll in his thoughts, and be accounted by him as the 
greateit of his calamities, is what no fond parent, I believe, 
will tjucllion. Bildad here offers at fomething to check his 
Complaints upon this head ; though, like the reit of the ad^ 
vice thole miierablecomforters gave him, it rather had a ten¬ 
dency to inert afe his forrows. Pet . Crit. DiJJ'. qto. p. 56. 

The meaning is the fame, more direflly exprelfed, that 
Eltphaz had more figuratively, and under different allufions, 
jefinuated j that if either he or his houfe and family hnd 

Lccn 
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S£ct* 1 2t is abfurd and extravagant. 

But it is eafily accounted for, 
Jobvm. 4. , J : 

that your once prolperous and 
flourifhing family is now ruin¬ 
ed and extinft : that your 
children, taking evil courfes* 
fuffered ; and, perfifting in 
them, were overwhelmed with 
a fudden and terrible deftruc- 
tion. 

5 Neither can any other ex¬ 
pedient be purfued to avail in 
your own cafe, but an imme¬ 
diate application to the Al¬ 
mighty *, religioufly worfhip- 
ping his adorable attributes ; 
devoting yourfelf entirely to 
his fervice and obedience; and 
with all lowlinefs and humi¬ 
lity fubmitting to his govern¬ 
ment and authority. 

You 


gainft him, and he 
have call them away 
for their tranfgref- 
fion : 


5. If thon wouldft 
feek unto God be¬ 
times, and make thy 
fupplications to the 
Almighty : 


been innocent, fudden. and utter dellruftion had never be¬ 
fallen them ; at leaft not with fuch extraordinary circam- 
fiances ; therefore, inftead of expofhilating and remonftrat- 
ing, he lhould, as an humble fuppliant, with earnefl intrea¬ 
ties, implore the divine mercy and favour. Scbultens reckons 
Bildad's defign was not fo much promifing Job , on the terms 
of humbling himfelf, better fortune ; as convincing him 
by inferences of fome certain truth and general doctrine, 
and of neglecting or violating the laws of Godi and virtue. 
The ingenious and learned profefior aggravates, fometimes, 
both Job's words and thofe of his friends. Indeed the fa¬ 
ther Houbigant may have been too fevere upon him, for his 
performance is a valuable one : yet his fiery criticifm wants 
frequently to be criticized upon by men of cooler imagina¬ 
tions, and fometimes he refines a little beyond the genuine 
iiniplicity, and plain honelt meanings of earlier ages. 
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If thou wert You cannot be without the Sect. 12. 


pure and upright, 
lurely now he would 
awake for thee, and 
make the habitation 
>if thy righteoufnefs 
;Tofperous. 


fulleCt affurance of this plain 
truth in your own underftand- 

ing; that nothing can be want¬ 
ing befides renouncing all hy- 
pocrify and infincerity ; and 
praftifing an undiflembled 
truth and virtue, to obtain 
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heaven’s immediate protec¬ 
tion ; to have all your mife- 
ries removed ; and enjoy the 
mod diftinguifhed bleflings of 
a kind Providence. 


7. Though thy be¬ 
ginning was c final], 
yet thy latter end 
ihould greatly en- 
creafe. 


8 . For A enquire, 
I pray thee, of the 

former 


It matters not to how ne- j 
ceflitous and diftreffed a con¬ 
dition you are reduced, at the 
precife time when this event 
takes place ; it will fpeedily 
produce the mod furprizing 
difference, and greateft health 
and plenty \ and though you, 
and every body elfe, came na¬ 
ked into the world, yet, in- 
ftead of languifhing away in 
forrow the decline of life, your 
latter end fhould be remarka¬ 
ble for peace, joy and triumph- 
If you are in any doubt of 5 
this, you may eafily be fatif- 

fied t 


e Scbultensy from the Arabic , fuppofes one term to denote 
that he had fcarcc a hair or feather ; the other, that they were 
thick ft, or greatly abounding. 

d It more than once or twice appears in this work, how 
great a lire Is was laid upon the authority of the ancients, 
&id the knowledge derived to them from their long-lived 

forefathers ; 

► 
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Sect, iz.fied, by only having recourfe 

to the ?ge that went before 
Jo vm.8. y QU . ne j t h er can t ^ e j ea fl- djf_ 

faculty remain, if you (till 
farther enlarge your inquiries 
(and be properly qualified with 
abilities and impartiality for 
making them) to remoter pe¬ 
riods, and the accounts trans¬ 
mitted from men of ripeft 
judgment, and of the earlieft 
antiquity, - 

9 You do not feem to rely 

r . much on our experience and 
authority ; neither do we af- 
fume to ourfelves any extra¬ 
ordinary degree of wifdom or 
understanding: in the few and 
tranfient days of one man’s 
whole life, do his utmoft, the 
labours of his mind mult be 
confined to a few objects, and 
the effedts of them take in but 
a very inconfiderable coni pals 
of truth and knowledge. 

* •' Their 


former age, and pre. 
pare thyfelf to the 
Search of their fa¬ 
thers. 


9. (For we are 
but ofyefterday, and 
know nothing, be- 
caufe our days upon 
earth are a fhado'w.) 


forefathers ; neither need we confider the following verfe, 
with Chappelouo, as a jatyrical irony , nor with Schu liens, as 
a bold hyperbole, but as a plain matter of faft, that there 
coold no comparifon be well made, betwixt the intelleftual 
progrefs and large experience ot mankind, when their lon¬ 
gevity extended to near a thoufand years, and when the 
common ftandard was not one fixtli part of that number ; 
{qt Job feems to have lived after the flood, when the periods 
were much abreviated, and were gradually fhorccning ; but 
probably before they were fixed to, and generally terminated 
in, three fcore and ten years. \ 



iO. Shall not they 
u\ich thee, and-tell 
thee, and utter c 
words out of their 
hearts ? 


n. ( Can the rufli 
grow up without 
mire ? can the flag 
grow withoutwater ? 
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Their ftudied lellons of re-S ect. n, 
ligious inftrudtion, and well 
digefted obfervations concern- IO# 
ing the government of Provi¬ 
dence ; have both the folideft 
foundation, and come with 
the greateft weight of autho¬ 
rity : they cannot but either 
inform and convince, or at 
Jeafl: filence and make you 
afhamed. 

Their fimilitudes taken from u 
natural things, and applied to 
moral, afford the mod de¬ 
lightful and beneficial reflec¬ 


tions : the original fource of 
your calamities, and the cer¬ 
tain ground of their continu¬ 
ance, being evidently no other 
than your defedt of virtue, 
you fee elegantly illuftrated in 
the following one. Can the 

O 

rufh, or paper reed, fpring 
up to any height, unlefs it be 
planted in marfhy lands ? and 
can the fedge, or red grafs, 

grow 


« By mi Him feems denoted, injlruftive fay i figs, fentences of 
ionfequence, as contradiftinguilhed from words of courfe . 

* Thefe Teem to he antient proverbial expreflions borrowed 
from natural things, founded on obfervation, and are agree¬ 
able to the known laws of vegetation and natural philofo- 
phy; as Niwton, Derhdm, &c. have abundantly proved 
by incontellible experiments. The rujb, or papyrus , proba¬ 
bly was that plant growing in the fens of Egypt, or native 
of the banks of the Nile, whereof the inhabitants are faid 
in antient times to have made paper. 
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grow and flourilb in a dry and 
barren foil ? 

There needs not the rude 
hand to pluck, nor the mow¬ 
er’s fcythe to cut them down ; 
drain their moifure, or fupply 
them not duly with (bowers 
or fprings ; they decay of 
courfe, they foon languifh and 
die. 

In like manner it is with 
the worldly greatnefs of an 
ungodly wicked man ; even 
the mod formal pretender to 
religion, without any truth 
and reality •, his moft pro- 
mifing hopes, and afpiring fe- 
cular views (hall certainly all 
deceive him. 

He may pleafe and hug 
himfelf with his own folly and 

ftupidity. 


t 2. Whilft it is yet 
in his greennefs, and 
not cut down, it wi. 
thereth before any o*- 
ther herb. 


13. So are the 
paths of all that for¬ 
get God. And the hy¬ 
pocrite's hope (hall 
perifh. 


14. 8 Whofe hope 
fhall be cut off, and 

whofe 


e Literally tranflated the exprefiion is ftrengthened in this 
latter verfe, for it is, bis hope fiall cut ojf y quite tire y difgufi , 
grie-ve y loath and abominate him ; that is, he Jhall be quite Jick 
of \ or heartily hath the thing which he hopes for , or places his 
confidence in , for it fhall be no better than the fecurity of the 
fpider . Thus infidels, that is, in the fenfe of the Arabs , 
thofe who do not believe in Mahomet , efpecially chriftians, 
are compared, Alcor. ch. xxix. 41. to a fpider , which pre- 
pareth an houfe \ but verily, it is there faid, a fpider T s 
houfe, did they but know it, is the weakeft of houfes. 
The Chaldee is remarkable, and the Arabic , for'this manner 
of exprefiion — thus a country well watered, is flyled the 
houfe of water ; a treafury, the houfe of riches , See. Vid. 
Go lias in Pot. 

The LXX tranflate, he Jhall hold it faft y though he prop ft, 
which, in the ufual fenfe of propping, feems to fuit better 

with 
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wliofc truft fliall be a ftupidity, but, notwlthftand- Sect, i 2. 
ipider's web. jng a |j hl$ fe If- confidence and 

fond preemption, he has not ,° t vm * 
the fubftantial ground-work 
of confiftent good principles; 
nor any better fecurity from 
his hypocrify, for his dreams 
of happinefs, than the fpider 
has defence from danger in 
the weakeft threads of its de- 
lufive art. 

* 

i$. He fliall lean The fagacious infeX may x5 
upon his houfe, but t ru ft t0# an( j even enwrap and 

* ^i a !! w bury itfelf within its curious 

^(hall not endure. web ; but it is not more artifi¬ 
cial and fubtle, than it is brit¬ 
tle and tender: thusthedifiem- 


16, He is green 
before the iun, and 
his branch fhooteth 
forth in his garden. 


bling hypocrite may depend 
for fafety upon an extreme fa- 
gacity, immenfe wealth, and 
powerful connexions ; but 
they will of courfe fail, for 
they are not all of them able 
to iupport him. 

By another emblem, fup- 16 
pofe him not only artful; but, 
as to temporal advantages, 
for a while profperous and 
fuccefsful 5 like a garden plant 

well 


with the conflru&ion and materials of modern buildings. 
But Guftetius's rendering of this paflage is worthy of obfer- 
fttrvation. Objeflum circa quod injanit res eft cujus eum poftea 
trrdebit. The very objeft for which he is mad with impa¬ 
tient delire, is the thing whereof he is afterwards molt weary, 
or fo on eft l'urfeitud with. 
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well watered, fuuated in the 
richeft foil, and fo as ro re¬ 
ceive the fun’s benigneft in¬ 
fluences ; and plenteoufly fend 
forth its fpreading branches. 

As to all human appear¬ 
ance he may be beyond the 
reach of danger, misfortune 
or adverfity ; thus the roots 
of this growing thickening 
tree, may ftrike deep in the 
gravelly earth, intertwine with 
one another, and wreath round 
the hardy rock, fo as to pro- 
mife {lability, and even per¬ 
petuity. 

But notwithflanding his 
profperity, ftrength and fplen- 
dour, the avenging hand of 
Providence has fmitten and 


utterly deftroyed him ; juft as 
the fpecious vegetable, or 
flourifhing plant has been 
blafted and extirpated from 
its place, as if it had never 
been fixed there. 

This proves the certain 
final iftue, of all the advan- 

tage 


17* h His roots arc 
wrapped about the 
heap, and he feeth 
the place of Rones. 


iR. If he dedroy 
him from his place, 
then it lhall deny 
him, frying, I have 
not feen thee. 


19, * Behold, this 
is the joy of his way, 

and 


b Heath, if he could have fupported it, naturally enough 
, to the delign, renders this patfage, they are extended along the 
•vallies, like trees by the banks of a river, like the aloe trees 
which Jehovah planted, like the cedars nigh the waters : for 
which he quotes Hum. xxiv. 6. and Efth. i. 5. 

1 Chappelow fuppofes a tranfpofition or hypallage here, 
and that the natural rendering is, the *way of his joy \ as 

M- 



and out of thtf earth 
lhali others grow. 


i 


10. Behold, God 
will not call away a 
perfedt man, neither 
will he help the evil 
doers. 
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tage or profperity the vile hy« Sac-r. t2. 
pocrice propofes to himfelf, 
from his impious and aban¬ 
doned practice ; his thus 
mocking God and man : hav¬ 
ing a while cumbered the 
ground, he is cut down, that 
a new fucceflion, and wifer 
generation may come in his 
room. 

Upon the whole, the fo- 20 
vereign Lord, and great Di- 
reftor of all events and affairs, 
has a peculiar and diflinguifh- 
ing regard in the difpenfa- 
tions of his Providence, to 


fudg* i. 18. the Hebrew if, raft the city into the fire , initead 
of fire into the city : and Amos v. 16. the Hebrew is, they 
/hall call mourning to fuch as are Jkilful of lamentation , in {lead 
of they Jball call fuch as are Jkilful of lamentation to mourning* 
But the expreffion does not feem improper, and is the more 
ltinging and fatyrical in its natural and mod obvious inter¬ 
pretation — this is the joy, all the fhort-lived pleafure, and 
despicable poor fatisfaftion they fhall ever have, of their 
impious ways, their vicious courfes. There is another ren¬ 
dering, by Heathy from the Arabic , of the word tranflated 
joy, detraxit, by conturbanjit de "via, but neither this nor the 
other feem neceflary to haverecourfe to : and fuch an idiom, 
or common phrafe , is to be found in mod languages. A ju¬ 
dicious critic reckons, the wicked are deferibed by the rufh 
in a dry foil ; the good under that of a vine in a garden : 
and that this appears moil evidently in the application, ;er. 
20 y 21, 22 i the place of {tones being a firm itone wall to 
fupport the vine : but, at <ver. i8, the vine or plant hap¬ 
pens to be deilroyed ; which, 1 fear, will prove an unfur- 
inountable difficulty ; if he pleafes, a wall of too much 
height and llrcngth to be got over, 

I 
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the aftions and characters of 
mankind *, never rejecting or 
abandoning thofe to wretch- 
ednefs, whofe affections and 
converfations are religioufly 
devoted to bis honour and 
fervice : nor, on the other 
hand, ever encouraging the 
obftinately and impenitently 
vicious and wicked, to hope 
for his favour * or expeft the 
leaft relief from him in their 
greateft extremities. 

If you are a truly upright 
and fincere man, never doubt 
it, but, inftead of long be¬ 
wailing your misfortunes after 
this difconfolate manner, you 
lhall very fpeedily have occa- 
fion to fmile with the higheft 
pleafure, and rejoice in tranf- 
port and triumph. 

And as to your enemies 
and perfecutors, who in words 
or adlions have exprefled an 
undue malignity, infulc, or de- 

rifion. 


21. Till he fill thy 
k mouth with laugh¬ 
ing, and thy lips with 
rejoicing. 


22. 1 They that 
hate thee fhall be 
clothed with fhame : 
and the dwelling- 
place of the wick¬ 
ed 


fc Parallel places fee Pfal . xlvii. 1, cxxvi. 2. 

1 This conclufion feems conformable to a fentiment of the 
anticnts, and law of the Hebrews, Dent. xix. 16—-19. con¬ 
cerning the puniflunent of falfe witnefs ; and to intimate, 
that thofe who had charged Job with hypocrify, and de¬ 
clared all his fufterings the deferred punilhment thereof, 
it he was not guilty, ought themfelves to fufter in like 
manner a? he Ihould have done, for their unjuft procedure ; 
but it is implicitly fuppofed there was no great danger, for 
His complcat overthrow was abundant proof what had beea 
his practice. 



ed (hall come to 
nought. 
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rifion, they lhall.be obliged Sect. 12. 
to retradl their errors, and re* 
view their iniquity with fhame J 22m a * 
and confufion ; nay, the hei¬ 
nous offence (hall not be a- 
toned for, but with their own 
deftruftion, and that of their 
whole houfe and family. 


CHAP, IX. SEC T. XIII. 

Job anfwersy by readily affenting to all , and more 

^ than both Eliphaz and Bildad had exprejfed , 
refpeCling the jujlice , omnipotence , and wifdom of 
the fupreme Being ; and man's comparative im* 
perfection. He inftances in fome wonderful de¬ 
ploys of Providence . He acknowledges , that he 

is not exempt from common failings ; and that , 
on their account , he ought to be humble and fub - 
mijfive j but not that he is an ungodly wicked man: 
and that the former alone , he apprehends , called 
not down y as jujlly due to them 9 uncommon and ex¬ 
traordinary difpenfations of affliction and feverity % 
in the judgment of Gody whatever they might do 
in that of man. However , their tremendous Au¬ 
thor feemed infinitely above exhibiting , in this world , 
his reafonsy or admitting refponfes fromy even the 
ihoft regular and virtuous of mankind . Ver. i 

—18. 


Job ix. 1,2, 

T hen job an. 

fwered & faid, 

I know // it To of a 

truth; 


2 . 


Job ix. i, 

°JO By greatly concerned Sect, i 3, 
matters Ihould appear in —- 
fo unjuft and invidious a light, 1X * l > 

l 2 to 
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Sect. 16 -to Bildad and his other friends; 
vT? ' and even his honeft vindica- 
2 . W ' 1 ’ tion be fo widely miftaken ; 


endeavours, in what follows, 
to give them clearer concep¬ 
tions. In fo plain a cafe you 
want neither extraordinary re¬ 
velation, nor antient experi¬ 
ence, moil: fully to demonftrate; 
for (if it was the queftion) no¬ 
body, of common undemand¬ 
ing, would ever hefitate at 
granting ; that a fallible frail 
creature is not finlefs and per¬ 
fect in his obedience : nor is 
it pollible he (hould be con- 
fcious of fuch righteoufnefs, 
as to be able throughly, and 
upon the foot of innocence, 
to defend himfelf before the 
fupreme tribunal of divine 
juftice. 

3 To controvert matters there, 
with any pretence or appear¬ 
ance 


truth ; « but how* 
ftiould man be juft 
with God ? 


3. D If he will 
contend with him, he 

cannot 


171 Both Eliphaz and Bildad had miftaken the cafe ; which 
was neither as the former fuggefts, is man more juft than God ? 
nor as the latter, doth God per vert judgment ? The queftion 
was not, whether the Almighty rewarded the good, and 
puniilied the evil and wicked ? but plainly this, whether Job 
was au hypocrite or not ? 

n laterally it is, as Chappeiow obferves, ft bene placitum 
fuerit ihi ad litem cum illo ; if he jhall be dtfpojed , inclined, 01* 
plea/rdy for litigation or contention with him. The fenfe he 
reckons llrongcr, God will not anfwer him . But may not' 
the meaning more probably be, that every word of the 
Almighty would be £0 powerful and full of conviction, that 

nothing 



cannot answer him, 
one of a thoufand, 


4. He h wife in 
heart, and mighty in 
ftrength: 0 who hath 
^hardened himfelf a- 
gainft him, and hath 
profpered ? 
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anceof competition, equality. Sect. 13. 
or ftri£t equity, would be to the 
laft degree prepofterous : and -* 1X ‘ 

any thing like the contefts and 
oppofitions of this world, in 
their ufual management, if 
pofiible, would be neceflarily 
attended with infuperable dif¬ 
ficulties, and everlafting dan¬ 


ger. 


The debates of mankind 4 
are, in ordinary, on account 
of their power or wifcjom ; 
and terminated as one or other 
proves to have a fuperiority 
of thefe : but above, and be¬ 
yond the reach of any crea¬ 
ture, even an infallible wif- 
dom, an unbounded know¬ 
ledge, and an omnipotent ir- 
refiftible power, are effential 
to, and inseparable from God: 
was there ever a fool-hardy 
wretch who oppofed him and 
fucceeded ? or that contra¬ 
dicted his will and law, and 
at the fame time long en- 
I 3 joyed 


nothing needed to be anfwered, or could properly be replied. 
As Job was vexed and teafed with difcourfes, anfwers, and 
rejoinders from his friends. 

0 There is an elegant quick turn in thefe words, efpccially 
if they be read as a parenthefis. Hardened is borrowed from 
me tab beaten , or hammered into one entire jolid piece: figuratively, 
a temper of mind which is refraftory , unmanageable, 0!, 
that gives extreme perplexity and vexation to him who has it 
to ftwdue . 
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Sect. 1 3. joyed himfelf in peace and 
'—profpericy ? 

Job ix. 5. There is not, in this dif- 

mal cafe of wilful and incor¬ 
rigible difobedicnce, fo much 
as a pofiibility of fecurity ; 
nor can the greateft and 
mightiefl: of our race avoid 
the terrible efFefls of his juft 
difpleafure: with infinite eafe, 
by a fudden fubverfion, and 
without any previous tokens, 
notwithftanding their folid 
foundation and prodigious 
bulk, he is able, whenever he 
will, to remove mountains 
from their ftrongefl bafes, fplit 
their firmed coalition, and le¬ 
vel, or utterly overfet them. 
p The whole mafiy globe of 
earth he can throw into vio¬ 
lent commotions, and dread¬ 
ful convulfions ; make its lia¬ 
bility and fixednefs entirely 
Fail, and every thing hurry it 
on to confufion, chaos, and 

deftruftion. 

The 




Which remov- 

eth the mountains, 
and p they know not; 
which overturneth 
them in hia anger* 


6 . Which fhaketh 

the earth out of its 
place, and the pillars 
thereef tremble. 


p It is common for poetry, in order to fpirit and animate 
defcription, to give life, and even intelleftual powers, to in- 
animated lifelels matter : the fenfe is, before they are aivarc , 
on a fudden , without any warning . The dignity and fubli- 
mity of thefe paflages, hardly any tranflation can hide t 
and the moft literal confirmation exhibits in its utmofi gran¬ 
deur — The mountains know not how they are overturned 
the pillars of the earth quake and tremble with horror* 
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7. * Which com- 
mandeth the fun and 
it rifeth not ; and 
fcaleth up the liars. 



The heavens, with 
greater light which rules the fT 
day, and the lefler the night, 1X * ^ 
are equally fubjeft to his do¬ 
minion, and abfolute jurifdic- 
tion ; fo that he can flop their 
ordinary courfes, or fufpend 
their ufual influences ; inter- 


8. Which alone 
fpreadeth out the 
heavens, and tread- 
eth upon the waves 
of the fea» 


cept their light, and, with a 
word or nod, (lamp on them 
total and gloomy darknefs.. 

His authority, moreover, 8 
extends fo far as to enlarge or 
contract, as a tent or cover¬ 
ing, the atmofphere, fpecious 
Iky, or capacious vaft hea¬ 
vens : the waters likewife, 
whether collefted to clouds 
in the air, or to feas on this 
earth, are under his abfolute 
I 4 direction j 


* The judicious and learned Peters very pertinently ob- 
ferves,' there is no occafion to fuppofe this fpoken prolepti- 
cally, and alluding to the Egyptian darknefs which Ihould 
be ; nor indeed to imply a miracle ; clouds being frequently 
thrown over the fun and ftars : or, as Pindar, in that beau¬ 
tiful fragment preferved by Clemens AUxandrimts , remarks, 
as an inftance of the power of God, that he can, when he 
will, bring light out of darknefs, or throw a cloud over the 
brightefl day. Crit. Dijf, 4 to. p. 30. Vid. jAdfcbin. Prom . 
Vine. 349. Horn. Odyjf. i. 49. Herod . iv. 184. 

Perhaps the whole paffage may be borrowed from fomO 
early tradition concerniug the univerfal deluge, and the 
grand images bell fuit that important revolution. The fall 
oi angels, the creation of the world, and its deftruftion by 
a flood, are farts that, I apprehend, may be very fairly traced 
in this book, as well known at the time it was penned. 
Others more obfeurely, and many, which have been fup- 
pofed contained in it, not at all. 
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Sect. 13. direftion ; and their moft im- 

pctuous waves fubie£i to his 
■Job ix. 8. r \ 

immediate concrou). 

9 Effects, from the fame 
caufe, and under the fame au¬ 
thority, wherever their fixa¬ 
tions be, and whatever their 
refpe&ive dimenfions, are the 
fingle fixed ftars, the revolv¬ 
ing planets with their trains, 
and the various glittering con- 
ftellarions. 

There is no adequately con¬ 
ceiving, with the utmofl 
ftretch of an human under- 
ftanding, of the unnumbered 
difplavs of his almighty power 

in 


9. Winch maketh 
r Artturus,Orion, and 
Pleiades, and the 
chambers of the 
South. 


10. Which doth 
great things paft find¬ 
ing out,yea and won¬ 
ders without num¬ 
ber. 


1 What fixed ftars, or aflemblages of planetary orbs, are 
commonly underitood by thefe names in our language, is 
well known ; but thefe being of late invention, compared 
tp the Hebrew words, it is not fo eafy to fettle their precife 
^meaning ; and whatever the radix’s fignify, fome uncert¬ 
ainty will remain as to their proper application. Schultens 
interprets yajk, tranflated Arfturus, of the North Pole, with 
the ftars that encompafs it ; and Cefil as referring to the 
Northern colder conftellations. Cimab , exprefted by Pleiades , 
as intimating thofe warmer conftellations that diverge to the 
South. Thefe three, which at proper times and feafons are 
vifihle, are oppofed to the laft words of the verfe, cbadre 
theman, the chambers of the South, or right-hand ; that part 
pf the vvorld which inclines to the South — the fame with 
the heniifphere which is hid from us, whofe ftars never ap¬ 
pear to us, but are fhut up, as it were, in conclaves and pe¬ 
netralia. See Cbapp . and ScbnJt. in loc. 

' Natural philofophy and afcronomy were plainly ftudfetj 
by the antie 
prevailed of 
pot fo plain 


; but how far, fo early as Job, an opinion 
"the influences they had on human affairs doe^ 
ly appear. 



ii. Lo he goeth 

by me, and 1 fee 
him not; he palFeth 
on alfo, but l per¬ 
ceive him not. 


12. Behold, hetak- 
eth away, who can 
hinder him ? who 1 
will fay unto ^him, 
>vhat doefl thou t 


13, If God will 
not withdraw his an¬ 
ger, the proud help-' 
ers do iloop under 
him. 


Book of Job. 


l 21 


Job ix. 10 


in this vifible creation ; much Sect, 13. 
lefs can it enlarge to thofe 
boundlefs produ&ions of teem 
ing nature, that are invifible, 
full of wonder, and yet can 
only be admired in filence. 

I may truly efteem myfelf, n 
in fome fort, an inftance ot 
this incomprehenfible, invifi¬ 
ble, and unfearchablc proce¬ 
dure. The ftrokes are fen- 
fibly felt; and I am both fud- 
denly furprifed, and wholly 
furrounded with diftrefies : 
and yet, in your way of argu¬ 
ing, l am as much at a lofs 
to account for, as to guard 
againft them. 

At the fame time, I am as « 
perfectly clear in my opinion, 
or perfuafion of the divine ab- 
folute right, in all the works 
of his hands, as in his refift- 
lefs power : creatures and de¬ 
pendent beings cannot with- 
lland the one, and they are 
not over curioufly to pry into, 
nor prefumptuoufly determine 
about the other. 

Further, that under his dif- 13 
pleafure, and fo long as he 
does not fufpend, what you 
efteem, his dreadful execu¬ 
tions, or withdraw his aveng¬ 
ing arm ; there is no poftibi- 
Jity of relief or fuccour from 

the < 
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Sect, 13. the moft powerful human con* 
x T7y —^ ne&ions or alliances; all man- 
Jo ,x ’ I 3'j c j nc j rnuft confefs their utter 

inability, muft yield and bow. 

14 The height of folly and 
abfurdity, as well as unpar¬ 
donable infolence, then it 
would be, in fo miferable and 
defpicable an pbjeft as I am, 
deftitute of any friends, that 
do not diftrefs and cenfure 
me ; and weighed down with 
calamities ; to meditate any 
other reply, befides modeftly 
afferting my own integrity, 
to the harfheft language of 
his Providence. 

If my caufe was moft ma- 
nifeftly no other than that of 

juftice, 


14. • How much 
lefs ihall I anfwer 
him, and chufe out 
my words to reafon 
with him ? 


15. t Whom, tho’ 
I were righteous, 

would 


* This, and the two following verfes, feem to be taken 
from courts of judicature: Job had, in grand images, treated 
upon the divine omnipotence, unfearchable wifdom, invifi- 
bility, and abfolute independency, as what the moft power¬ 
ful of creatures muft fubmit to, and ftoop under; he infers 
bow much lefs ftiall I anfwer, if brought to a trial ? The 
learned Cbappelow would tranflate, how much more muft I 
ftoop ? and put a frefh interrogation upon anfwer, ts'c. 
Hmu much more jbould 1 ? then proceed, Jhall 1 anfwer 
him ? 

1 Was he ever fo innocent, Madge interprets, he would not 
juftify bimfelf againfi fo much power and wifdom : for who 
would venture to difpute ( Favorirjts faid, with one that 
was mafter of thirty legions) but Job fays, with one that 
was able to let loofc all nature upon him. The upright and 
patient man, in my humble opinion, always both retains 
his piety, and argues to the point : and if ever any fenti- 
jnents appear bordering on an unbecoming levity, they are 

either 
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would I not anfwer, 
but I would make 
Application to my 
judge. 


16. If I had cal¬ 
led, and he had 
anfwered me ; yet 
would I not believe 
that he had heark¬ 
ened unto my voice. 


17. For he u break- 
eth me with a tem- 
peft, and multiplieth 
my wounds without 
caufe. 


juftice, and my own heart de-SECT. 13. 
clartd, well done , concerning 
every ftep of my paft life 
yet there is a difference, and 
an awful diftance to be ob- 
ferved, betwixt the infinite 
Majefty of an eternal Judge, 
and the frail condition of a de¬ 
pendent creature ; and I fhould 
only, in the humbled manner, 
requeft, that my character 
might be cleared, and all men 
convinced, who now doubt it 
on account of my fufferings, 
that I am a fincere perfon. 

And however earned and 16 
conftant my addrefies and du¬ 
plications had been on this 
head, they are, it is plain, not 
* to be reckoned, heard, or re¬ 
garded, fo dong as there ap¬ 
pears no alteration in my ex¬ 
ternal circumftances. 

I fhall always be efteemed 17 
a wicked man, fo long as I 
am a miferable one ; and 
every inftance of dire adver- 

fity 


cither the miftaken principles of his friends, which he is 
expofing ; or interpreters have not attended to the precife 
meaning of the oriental idioms. 

u Chaff Haw propofes to render, inftead of for he breaketh f 
though he Harkeneth t or covereth me with horror. Mont anus's 
verfion favours his tranltetion. But as fome fmall alteration 
in the original Hebrew is neceflary, and the fenfe does not 
require it, wounds better following breaketh than darknefs, our 
own verfion may ftill be adhered to. 
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Sect. i3*fity as a ftrongevidence there- 

But, though my afflic- 

J° lx,1 7 *tions are multiplied, and the 

dreadful fcene fills me with 
horror and aftonifhment; tho* 

I never will think unworthily 
of the Almighty, yet I can-’ 
not charge myfelf with thofe 
provocations, and enormous 
crimes, which my friends fug- 
geft, muft have been com¬ 
mitted, and do render me de¬ 
ferring of fo high a degree of 
refentment and feverity. 
t8 His afflicting heavy hand 
affords me no refphe, nor the 
uninterrupted fucceffion of 
grievous ills, the leaft time 
for reflection or confederation: 
and as to any vindication of 
my virtue before men, the 
icenes of compleat wretched- 
nefs are too confpicuous a 
check, and render me too of- 
fenfive and deteftable a ipec- 
tacle for them to admit of it. 




18. He will not 
fuffer me to take my 
breath, but filleth m« 
with bittemefs. 


SECT, 
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SECT. XIV. 

Job proceeds , enlarging upon the divine matchlefs 
greatnefs : and bewailing his own inability , not- 
withstanding his avowed confcious fincerity and in¬ 
tegrity , to defend frimfelf in oppofition to the cen fares 
cf his friends, arifing from the judgments he had 
met with , He declares thefe judgments , or adverfe 
Providences , promifeuous \ and, in them [elves, no 
certain and decifive proofs , that the unhappy fuf- 
ferers were wicked and deferving of them . That 
the vileji of mankind profpered ; and thofe exalted 
to the mojt important flat ions, even judges of the 
earth, were corrupt and biajfed . He returns to 
deplore and lament his own tranfient wretched life . ' 
He farther vindicates bimfelf \ and declares his 
tniferies were the only caufes, why he could not 
give full fatisfattion , to all impartial judges , of 
his truth and rjgbteoufnefs. Ver. 19, to the 
end. 


Job ix. 19. 

* T F I /peak of 
X ftrength, Jo be 
is Jlrong : and if of 
judgment, who fhall 
fet me a time to 



t 


Job ix. 19. 

T H E abilities and en-SECT. 14. 

dowmentsof man, whe-'-—v—-# 
ther of body or mind, im-J obix,I 9 - 
proved to the utmoft, bear 
no manner of proportion to, 


or 


* Literally it is, if of ftrength, lo ftrong ; and if of judg¬ 
ment, who Jhall fet me a time , or appoint me the time ? They 
feem farenjUk terms, exprefled in a concife manner, and 
with an apparent dignity, and awful veneration; as if he 
was, all that was poiiible, endeavouring to come up to the 
fublimity of the fubjeft, at leaft not to depreciate it. 
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i 

Bect. 14.or comparifon with the real 

' - ftrength, and effectual power 

Jo ix. I 9* 0 f almighty Maker. It 

would be both vain and fruit- 
left, and inexprefiibly foolifh 
and abfurd to oppofe, or fo 
much avS liken any iorce or vi¬ 
gour in myfelf, to that Omni¬ 
potence which extends to every 
proper object of power, or that 
is naturally and morally pofii- 
ble. And if I was never fo feli¬ 
citous, for an opportunity of 
having mineadions examined, 
by the juft authority of an open 
and publick judgment yet 
where, on earth, is there erec¬ 
ted fuch a folemn court ? or 
who declares the fixed days, 
when fuch weighty matters are 
decided ? 

20 And fuppofe fuch an awful 
throne was fettled, and the 
momentous hour come, when 
my whole heart anddife muft 
be ranfacked ; fhould I then 
have refolution to fpeak, and 
powerfully convince, or pleaf- 
ingly perfuade ? Though I am 
not, as has been fuggelted, an 
infincere diffembling hypo¬ 
crite, yet I am inwardly con- 
feious of weaknefles and de- 
feds enough, to check the 
words that were ready for ut¬ 
terance, or damp the molt 
unfhaken and intrepid mind. 

And 


20 . Ifljullify my¬ 
felf, mine own mouth 
fhall condemn me: if 
1 fay 1 am perfect, it 
fhall alfo prove me 
perverie. 



21 , 'Though 1 were 
perfedt, yet would I 
not know my foul : 
I would defpife my 

life. 


22. J This is one 
thing , therefore I faid 
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And if the auguft tribunal re* Sect, 14 
fembled l'ome earthly ones, 
my honeft felf-defence would 1X ’ ZQ ' 
be reckoned fpoiled, with a 
criminal felf-partiality, and 
my moft inflexible profeflions 
of truth and innocence, only 
the effeCt of pride and obfti- 


nacy. 

I would make no pretences 2* 
to an abfolute perfection ; I 
would refer the whole proof 
and trial of my foul to him 
who throughly knows it : fe- 
cular views, and either hopes 
or fears, as to this temporal 
ftate, could have no influence 
in the cafe : and furely no 
judgment ought to oblige me 
to reprobate a life moft re- 
ligioufly conduced; and tho* 

I was confcious of no crimes, 
yet confefs my guiltinefs. 

I perfuade myfelf this fur- 22 
ther exprefllon or declaration 

would 


T This afiertion of Job' s, as the jucydous Peters obferves, 
is the argument upon which he all along infills, and plainly 
fuppofes, or infers the dodtrine of a future Hate ; other wife 
his friends would fpcak more worthily of God than he did, 
by endeavouring to vindicate his Providence, in the exadt 
diftribution ol good and evil here in this life. The learned 
Je ov, Maimonidety puts a fenfe upon thefe words, which I am 
certain Job had too juft and generous fentiments, of the 
dignity of human nature, ever to think of; *viz. that by 
reafon of the bafenefsof the human race, God makes no dif- 
tindlion betwixt die juft and unjuft. They are both alike 
defpicable, and unworthy the regard of his Providence. VidA 
Bust, TrauJJ, Mor t Nevoch, p, 400, 
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Sect. 14. would not offend, becaufe it is he deftroyeth the 

certainly true, and verified in perfect and the wick- 

Jo ix. 22 * n umbeiiefs instances ; that the c 

adminiflrationsof Providence, 
refpeding the prefeat external 
happinefs or milery of man¬ 
kind, are not founded in, and 
exaCUy conformable to, their 
religious character and moral 
behaviour - 9 that, as to tem¬ 
poral profperity or adverfi- 
ty, there is little or no dif¬ 
ference made, betwixt one 
man who is devoted to the - 
ftudy and practice of virtue, 
and another who lives in di- 
red contradiction to its rules; 
they are both liable to difor- 
ders, misfortunes and calami¬ 
ties, and often alike actually 
involved, in one common fate 
of danger arid adverfity. 

2* In fudden changes of the 
courfe of Providence, or at 
the dreadful time, when war, 

peflilence 

z The learned profejTor Chappelow interprets jifyag, from 
the Arabic, as fignifying — to be diflurbed in mind, to be anxious 
c.nd jclicitous about any thing : hence Job's Jcourge was fo far 
from occafioning laughter, and triumph to the Almighty, 
that jityag, he was grieved. It was rather an anxiety to 
him, to impofe fo heavy a trial on his innocent fervant, 
Th is is undoubtedly true of the moft benevolent and merci¬ 
ful Being, but hardly fo well accords with the defign of the 
whole puirgc j which rather, I think, requires to be under- 
flood as a Jirong figure, or bold metaphor. He will laugh, 
rathe" it, the Uonr^e, will lau^h, that is, will not fliew 
him any lenity or mcicy. The learned Mudge fuppofes 

fome 


25. If the fcourge 
flay fuddenly, he will 
z laugh at the triaiof 
the innocent. 



24- The earth is 
given into the hand 
of the wicked : * he 
covereth the faces of 
the judges thereof; 
if not, where, and 
who is he ? 
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peftilence or famine, are Sect 
ipreading defolation and mor- !“T 
talicy ; fhould every virtuous 
and good man expedt a pecu¬ 
liar prote&ion, or miracu¬ 
lous exemption, he would be 
greatly difappointed; both de¬ 
ceive and expofe himfelf by 
iuch extravagant and unwar¬ 
rantable expedations \ for it 
is what never did, and pro¬ 
bably never will happen in 
this world. 

So Far from fuch equal mo- 24 
ral diftindions being made, 
it has frequently appeared, 
that temporal enjoyments, and 
the greateft earthly emolu¬ 
ments, have fallen into the 


fome of thofe fudden mortalities meant by fcokrge ; to Which 
thofe hot climates are fubjeft, fo called from the quicknefs 
and fuccefs of its rotation. Ahd renders — were a fcourge 
tommijjioned to give injiantaneous death y it would laugh to hear 
complaints of the innocent , it would not /pare them one jot, 
a He covereth) Sec . this feems to be an ancient idiom, expref- 
five of their not feeing things tn their jufl light} their , as it were, 
hood-winking themfelveSj or hiding their faces y when they pro¬ 
nounced a wrong and unjuft fentence. It is a beautiful 
lively turn of thought with which this verfe is concluded — 
If it he not jo y pray y if you can y tell toe the place , or Jhew me 
the man. Tyrants and corrupt judges dre exprefsly men¬ 
tioned, and, poflibly, Job *s friends indiredlly hinted at. Sett/* 
fetus mentions an ancient cuftom, poflibly here, and chapi 
3 tiii. 24. refered to, for judges, when they pronounced fen¬ 
tence upon the guilty, to hide Or cover themfelves, with & 
fcreen or curtain, as being unwilling, ever afterwards, to fee 
or hear him. 
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Bands 
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. 14.hands of ungodly tyrants and 
—'wicked oppreflors ; and if ini- 
' Equity of the grofleft kind have 
not been perpetrated under co¬ 
lour of juftice, and in form of 
law; and even judges (fet over 
men’s liberties, properties and 
lives, to protect and defend 
them) been bribed and blind¬ 
ed ; let the contrary be fflewn, 
and examples produced, in 
fupport of their unbiafled cha¬ 
racter, and impartial admini- 
ftration. 

25 But whoever poftefles them 
the enjoyments of life are 
tranfient and uncertain ; and 
as to myfelf, what fatisfaCtion 
can I propofe from the fpeedy 
courfe, and different hurrying 
ftages, of my moft afflicted 
being ? As a meffenger car¬ 
rying intelligence, or eager on 
the difpatch oFbufinefs, makes 
the (horteft Hops, and pro¬ 
ceeded on his journey; fo do 
my days fucceed ; depart and 
produce no folid pleafure or 
lading happinefs, rather are 
remarkable for di verfified evil, 
and the multiplicity of their 
griefs and cares. 

What more proper compa- 
rifon can I exhibit of their 

conltanc 


25. Now my c3aya 
are fwifter than & 
P°-ft> they flee away, 
they fee no good. 


26. They are paf- 
fed away as the 

fwift 



fwift (hips; as the 
eagle that hafteth to 
the prey. 


27. If 1 fay I will 

forget my complaint, 
I c will leave off my 

heaviness, 
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conftant rapid motion, than Sect. 14. 
that of the prime failer, or)~ry~ mm ? 

. , n- • 1. 1 rt Jooix,z6£ 

quick (hipping, whicn eafily 
part the waves, and, under 
favour of propitious ftrong 
gales of wind, early arrive at 
their deftined harbour ; or the 
incredible fpeed of the foaring 
eagle, when, with expanded 
wings, and a mod voracious 
appetite, he fkims the air af¬ 
ter, or, with a fixed eye, darts 
fuddenly down, upon his 
trembling prey. 

What is in the power of if 
man, afiume never fo much 
courage and refolution, in my 
K 2 deplorable 


b Some render Jhips'of defire ; the Chaldee paraphrafe^/^r 
loaded with things of value: and on account of their rich lading, 
as De Dieu thinks, to make the greater hafte for readier fale. 
The learned Michaelis and Schultens interpret, (hips built of 
reed y or the papyrus of Nile , and fuppofe the river on which they 
probably failed, to be at this day called the Ebe y or the Ebbe . 
The ftrength of the fenfe appears gradually encreafing in 
thefe three fimiles — a news-carrier, whofe pace is quick 
and conftant — the (hips or boats of papyrus , which cut 
the waves, and move With (till greater fpeed — the eagle, 
which foars aloft upon its fttong expanded wings, aiid darts 
down upon its prey with the utmoft rapidity and violence. 
Job feems intimating that all memory of his former happi- 
nefs was erafed from his diftrefled mind, almoft the fame as 
if he had never known it. 

e Literally it is — change my countenance t and comfort or 
flrengthen myfelf: Schultens y renidere faciam vultum meum 0 
Panim fignifies, properly, the face ; but, by metonymy, an• 
ger and favour y joy and fomnv, I will fet panaiy my face 
egainjl that man : i. e. I (hall be difp leafed, and exprefs my 

Wrath, 
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Sect, i 4. deplorable condition? If I 

determine not, in this gloomy 
,27 * manner, to mufe and think on 
the evils that have befallen 
me, or at lead not to appear 
deje&ed, and trouble others 
with heavy and forrowful com¬ 
plaints, but roufe chearful 
thoughts, and put on more 
compofed pleafant airs. 

28 They muft be affetted and 
unnatural; and while the caufe 
of my expoftulations remain¬ 
ed, or my miferies were not 
removed, the fame account 
would be given of them ; 
neither would it ever appear 
to my friends, that the Al¬ 
mighty had not been highly 
provoked by my irregular ac¬ 
tions, fo long as he was pleaf- 
ed to lay upon me fuch dread¬ 
ful fufferings. 

Surely 


heavinefs, and com¬ 
fort myfelf. 


z8. Iam afraid of 
all my d forrows. I 
know that thou wilt 
not hold me inno¬ 
cent. 


wrath, Life. Lev . xx. 3. and 1 Seim, i. 18. Paneha fo haju lah 

yod — her countenance [her forrow] was no more to her . 
And Num, vi, z$, z6. The Lord make his face to Jhine upon thee , 
that is, the Lord be favourable to, or make you joyful and 
happy. 

d — 4 Sorrows. Among other fignifications, yatzab, in 
Arabic , as the learned Chappelow obferves, is rendered, to 
irritate , to provoke — indeed in the Hebrew it is fo to be 
interpreted, Ifai. lxiii. 10. They vexed his holy fpirit. The 
Tar gum is, argizu : irritaverunt. Ad iracundiam provoca - 
me runt. Vulg. Lat. Pfal. lxxviii. 40. How oft jay atzibuhu : 
did they grieve him ? in iram concitaverunt . Vulg. Lat. Targ. 
and LXX . Then it fhould be rendered, I am afraid of all 
my provocations ; for 1 know that , &c. R* Levi explains 
this, indignation*s \j>rovocationa] qua mihi font. 
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29 If* I be wick- Surely I am a wicked man, Sect, 14. 
ed, why then labour fi nce %\\ m « friends think fo, _ 

1 ,n va,n ? and a juft God has defervedly Job ** 

punifhed me; though I again 
do moft folemnly declare it, 
that I bear no remembrance 
or confcioufnefs thereof ; but 
it mult be really fo, feeing I 
am treated as if it wereand, 
on account of that treatment, 
all my pretences to innocence 
are fallacious, and all argu¬ 
ments in my own vindication 
empty air. 

30, and 31. If I So long as the rule of judg- 30, 31. 
wafti myfelf with j n g 0 f men’s Jives, and inward 

rny hands never < io principles, is by their external 

clean ; K 3 condition, 

c The Chaldee paraphrafe underllands this of a pofitive 
declaration, and plenary confeftion : as if Job had faid, / 
condemn myfelf ; or, 1 am guilty. He feems rather alluding 
to the charges laid againll him, with the pcremptorinefs of 
them, than to his crimes : neither does he any where ap¬ 
pear to think himfclf obliged, in a falfe humility, to ac¬ 
knowledge enormities he had not committed ; but indifpen- 
fably obliged, all that was in his power, to invalidate hi$ 
friends charges, becaufe they had no ground for them. ' 

f The Chaldee paraphrafe takes bor t in the fenfe of horith t 
for fope, agreeable to Jer . ii zz. and Mai. iii. 7. Though thou 
voajh thee with nitre y and take thee much fope , Sec. — He is like 
a refiner t fire f and like fuller's fope. Plunging in the ditch , 
feem6 to denote, not as in Pfal. xciv. 13. the place of corrupt 
tion —• the pit of the grave ; but Only to return his mifery , or 
continue and improve bis diflreffes . Had not the author of the 
following lines this paflage in view ? 


GnV 


’Tis the cruel artifice of fate. 

Thus to refine and vary on our woes, 

To rail'e us from defpair, and give us hopes. 
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Sect. 14. condition, and my mifery re- 

V r>“ — p mains *, I ftand no chance, by 
jo^ ix.30, an y p 0 fftb] e juftifications, to 

purge myfelf : and if I could 
this moment obtain a deliver¬ 
ance, and thereby clear my 
innocence, yet the next, if I 
met with rrefli difafters, I 
fhould not be fpared : where 
there is the greateft reputed 
crime of adverfity, the beft 
means of purification, or vin¬ 
dication do not fignify, the 
charge flicks faft, and the 
perfon is fully concluded to 

be wicked and defiled. 

1 % 

’Q2 And what is moft flinging 
and terrible, as well as hope- 
lefs and defperate in the af¬ 
fair, is, that thefe calamities 
are efteemed judgments from 
God *, and inflitted as the 
punilhment of enormities, by 
his immediate vengeance ; fo 
that the cafe is never to be 
argued, and fully determined, 
by only one of the parties, 

nor 


clean; yet lb alt tho\i 
plunge me in the 
ditch, and mine own 
clothes {hall abhor 
me. 


32. For he is not 
a man as I am, tkai 
I /hould anfwer him, 
and we fliould come 
together in judg¬ 
ment. 


Only to plunge us in the gulph again, 

And make us doubly wretched. 

—. Snow-water* This mull be allowed an elegant figure, 
whether it refer to the natural qualities thereof — or the 
application and ufe by way of luftration •— or the civil 
purpofes, when men wa/hed their hands in token of inno¬ 
cence. The laft daufe Job himfelf bell interprets, cb , 
sxix. 13. 
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33. Neither is there 
any days-man be¬ 
twixt us, that might 
lay his hand upon ua 
both. 


34, and 35. Let 
him take his rod a- 
way from me, and 
let not his fear terrify 
me, then would I 
fpeak and not fear 
him ; & but it is not 
fo with me. 


nor indeed unlefs the Almighty Sect. 14. 
himfelf appeared. If it were ' 

a fellow-creature I had to con- 30 1X * 324 
tend with, on a point of right 
or property, we might both 
be prefent in a court of juftice, 
and the matter be brought 
to fome fpeedy iffue : but it 
is one who is invifible, and 
tranfcendent in majelty and 
glory. 

Neither is there any to in- 33 
terpofe and mediate the af¬ 
fair ; not a third perfon in 
the whole creation to be ap¬ 
pealed to, nor a poflibility of 
obtaining judgment, or afford¬ 
ing conviftion; this fentiment 
putting it entirely out of my 
power, to urge any thing to 
purpofe in my own vindica¬ 
tion. 

What I could mod: fin- 
cerely defire as the greateft 
priviledge, is, that the Al¬ 
mighty Being, of his infinite 
companion, would withdraw 
his heavy hand of wrath, un¬ 
der which I labour, and ter¬ 
rible fear of an unbounded 

K 


34 > 35 


4 


power. 


s Literally, yk/, or quia non ftc ego mecum ; fome would 
render this, I would jpeak and not fear Ixm ; far l am not fo 
in rnyfclf : that is, I am not the wicked perfon I am repre- 

fented to be, therefore why ftiould 1 indulge abjefl guilty 
/ears ? 
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Sect. 14, power, and more grievous 
'rT v ~" J mifery, which poffefTes my 
jo ix. foreboding mind \ then fhould 

I openly declare, 1 am not 
the obnoxious wicked perfon 
my undifeerning friends fug¬ 
ged: *, nor are my fufferings 
to be laid to the charge of my 
tranfgreflions. But I am not 
likely to be fo highly fa* 
youred. 


G H A P. X. SECT. XV, 


Job, feeing he could not vindicate his character , to 
the conviction or fatisfaction of his friends , un~ 
left he was delivered from the evils they fo per - 
verfely interpreted \ expojlulates with the Al¬ 
mighty* He declares life to be a grievous bur¬ 
den * 5 and never did the overwhelmed hearty of a 
moft miferable mortal , dictate tenderer pleadings , 
nor a dev outer prayer , for a period to be put to 
his troubles ; or that he might be favoured only 
(moft probably to clear his reputation) with fome 
fmall refpite , before his final departure . Ver. 1, 

to the end. 

i ■ 


Sect. 15. 



Job x. 1. 


r 



Job x, 1. 

Do not find there is any 
probability of the removal 

of 

* i 


Job x. 1. 

M v “ 


weary 


is 

of 



h Is wary, valetab , is cut off* Schultens , from the Arabic, 
is unhinged, di jointed, and the whole fabrick ready to fall 
afander. / will leave, See. fuffer it to have its free courfe. 

*•’ 1 • _ . B ' 

Schultens 



my life; I will leave 
my complaint upon 
myfelf ; I will fpcak 
in the bitternefs of 
my foul. 


2. i I will fay unto 
God, do not con¬ 
demn 
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of my heavy lo^d of afflic*SECT. 15. 
dons, nor of an impartial fair 
trial in this world ; and truly **° x ' *’ 
life grows intolerably irkfome 
and grievous to me : I muit 
therefore be indulged the li¬ 
berty of reflefting, without 
reftraint, on the violent fhocks 
I have met with ; and am 
determined to place them in 
fuch a light as is confident 
with truth, and fuggefted by 
my own feeling ftrong fenfe of 
them. 

Was I (landing in my own 2 
right, before the higheft tri¬ 
bunal. 


Scbu/tens accordingly derives and applies the word to Jbeep 
that are left to themfelves , and wander. The following lines 
are a ftrong picture of rifmg exceflive grief, and the vanity 
of attempting to fupprefs it. 

Words will have way ; or grief fupprefs’d in vain 
Would burft its pafl’age, with th’ out-rujbing foul, 

I prithee let me grieve I Is that deny’d me ? No, 

I will not be debarr’d the right of lamentation. 

O that my wailings had the thunder’s voice, - 
That I might rive the very inmoft earth, 

’Till from the hollow womb grim death might rife. 

To give my mis Vies their only cure. 

1 Job, meeting with no relief, on earth, from his cala¬ 
mities, and man’s fevere cenfures, in the ftrains of an honeft 
and open freedom, addreffes all-wife heaven. Had not the 
author of the following lines (his paflage in view ? 

Grief, opprefs’d on earth, finds friends in heav’n. 
Thus, when the woe-prefs’d heart is tir’d with care. 
And ev’ry human profpett bids defpaifj 


1 


Break 
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Sect* 15. bunal, I would, with the ut> 

moil reverence, but with per¬ 
fect freedom, remonftrate ; 
and thus molt humbly in¬ 
treat : O that thou, my God, 
who art all-wife and moft 
righteous, would fo far make 
a diftindlion, even in this 
promifcuous world, as not to 
fuffer me, an upright man, to 
be treated as if I were guilty 
of the .greateft enormities, 
without vouchfafing to aflign 
fuch reafons and purpofes of 
wifdom and government, as 
may vindicate my character, 
though my hard lot Hill re¬ 
mained. 


To pronounce fentence up¬ 
on, and deal with me as an 

adverfary. 


demn me ; fliew me 
wherefore thou con¬ 
tended with me i 


3. Is it good un¬ 
to thee that thou k 

Ihouldefl 


Break but one gleam of heawnly comfort in. 
And a new race of triumphs thence begin. 


The fenfe feems to be, do not fuifer it to be thought that 
thou pronounces fentence upon me as wicked, without ex¬ 
amination, and by virtue of thy own fnpreme authority, but 
in order to clear up all miftaken notions about my charac¬ 
ter, drawn from my circumftances, be pleafed to affign the 
true reafons of them, and of thy own difpenfations. 

k Contending with, and as it were forming an oppojition to 
bwi, had been expreffed in the foregoing verfe— now op - 
f rifling , or crujhing him ; and expofing to the bittereft con¬ 
tempt, the curious and elaborate work of his own hands. 
Is this gracious ? Is it confident with the divine attributes. 


and for the greateft univerfal good and happinefs ? and at 
the fame time giving power to the wicked to get wealth, 
profpering their fcliemes, and fuffering them to enjoy peace 
and tranquillity 
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ihouldeft opprefs ? 
that thftu ftiouldeft 
dcfpife the work of 
thine hands ? and 
Jhine upon the coun- 
fel of the wicked ? 


4. Haft thou eyes 
of 1 flelh ? or feeft 
thou as man feeth ? 


w ——■ 

Job x. 3. 


adverfary, according to the Sect. 15. 
eftimate my friends form, 
how is it reconciled to thy 
boundlefs goodnefs, moft gra¬ 
cious Parent ? which way art 
thou honoured by the fuffer- 
ings and miferies of an op- 
prefied, ruined, juft man ? by 
rendering one formed with thy 
own admirable fkill, and en¬ 
dowed with the nobleft quali¬ 
ties of reafon and undemand¬ 
ing, an objedt of contempt 
and derifion ? or by favour¬ 
ing, and remarkably profper- 
ing men of reftlefs tempers, 
profligate principles, and aban¬ 
doned ungodly lives ? 

Is it poflible thy views 
fhould be narrow and con- 
traded, or thy judgment bi- 
afled and partial, like thole 
who are formed with mate¬ 
rial organs, and bodily fen- 
fes ? Alas ! erring in their o- 
pinions, and imperfedt in all 
their powers. 

Is 


4 


1 This feems an allufion to the carnal views, and partial 
narrow minds of unjuft and ungodly men; with the extrava¬ 
gant opinions, and fordid affections, the avarice and am* 
bition, envy and jealoufy, malice and hatred, that too often 
tinfture their inward complexion, biafs their judgments, and 
aje the fprings of their actions. 
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i$. Is thy duration, like that 
“^of decaying mortals, circum- 
** fcribed within a determined 
number of fleeting days ? Or 
are thy attributes improved, 
and thy wifdom to be poflef- 
fed and exercifed only for an 
appointed period, refpedling 
any particular world thou arc 
limited to ? 

6 What can be the reafon that 
every omiffion and inadver¬ 
tency in my juvenile age, and 
whole life, fhould feem can- 
vafled with the utmoft rigor, 
and aggravated into a wilful 
tranfgreflion ; every efcape 
and deviation cenfured and 
* punifhed without mercy, as 
the fouleft crime ? 

O om- 


Arc thy ■ days 
as the days of man ? 
are thy years as man’6 
days ? 


6 . That thou "en¬ 
quired after mine 
iniquity, and fearch- 
ed after my fin ? 


m Another reafon is here afligned, why mankind judge 
and aft wrong, that they live but a Jhort time in this world ; 
frequently centre their defires upon it, and are willing to 
make the mod of it; have not, during the courfe of a few 
years, their minds properly opened and enlarged, to fee the 
true ends of life, and the nobled excellence of a general 
virtue and univerfal benevolence. Mudge interprets — whe¬ 
ther his days were fliort and uncertain, £sV. that he was in 
fuch a hurry to punilh for fear he fhould efcape him, when 
he knew that nothing could fave him out of his hands. 

n On the above-mentioned accounts he fuppofes the con¬ 
tracted and ungenerous minds of men, fuffer them not to 
enquire diligently after, and find out one another’s good 
qualities, in order to publifh them ; but urge them to make 
a mod curious fearch for their hidden bad ones, and make 
them bed pleafed to fee flaws, and difeover imperfections, 
and in the highed degree aggravate any offences they can 
bring to light. 
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7. 0 Thou know- 
eft that I am not 
wicked, and there is 
none that can deliver 
out of thy hand. 


O omnifeient Deity ! alike Sect. 15. 
perfettly acquainted with my 
inmoft fecrets, as my moft *' 7 * 
publick actions ! I dare, and 
now do appeal to thee ! thou 
art the infallible witnefs that 


I am not a wicked wretch ; 
nor was ever guilty of the 
abominable hypocrify I am 
charged with ! but I appear 
to be in thy hand, and the 
ftrongeft guard placed upon 
me, as a prifoner to thy jus¬ 
tice, and the grofieft offender 
againft thy laws; neither have 
I a friend or advocate, among 
mankind, to redrefs my griev¬ 
ances, or fet forth mine inte¬ 
grity, and the juftnefs of my 
caufe. 


S. Thine hands 
have Pmade me and 

fafliioned 


* However thou art pleafed 8 
to ufe and treat me, ftill I am 

thy 


• There is fomewhat very fenfible and manly, and at the 
fame time exquifitely tender and moving, in this paffage. 
*Thou knowejl without any enquiry, and art perfectly acquainted 
•without telling , that 1 am not impious, profligate, nor in any 
rejpeft deliberately wicked ; but 1 am in thy hands, there is none 
to help me, and thou mvft treat me as thou pleafeft , By the way f 
if I am not delivered from theft evils, 1 Jhall be deemed wicked ; 
neither can 1 otherwifi be refined from the heavy charge. 

f The original is extremely elegant and beautiful, 'ex¬ 
prefling a tnofi artificial, elaborate, and perfedl compofition % 
which its divine Author was now utterly defiroying. If the 
ancients had not cultivated the fciences to that degree of 
perfection, referred for modern ages ; yet he who atten¬ 
tively reads this performance, mult confefs they were far 

from 
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Sect, 15. thy- own workmanfhip ; every 

diftindt part of the furprifing 
x ' ' contexture fhews thy curious 
art; and the union and har¬ 
mony of the whole proves 
thy concern and folicitude, to 
have it a perfedt inftance of 
thy wondrous power and wif- 
dom ; thou art laying wafte 
thy own labour, fpoiling itsr 
excellent form, and, to all 
appearance, defeating thy own 
views in its admirable make, 
by its untimely deftrudtion. 

9 O thou incomparable Arti¬ 
ficer of this complete fabrick, 

and 


frihioned me toge¬ 
ther round about j 
yet thou dolt deftroy 
me. 


9. i Remember, I 
befeech thee, that 

thou 


from being ignorant of the nobleft branches of them. Hy- 
pothefis’s and fyltems, telefcopes, globes, tsV. with a mul¬ 
titude of obfervations and experiments, might be later ; but 
nature was their book, they read the heavens, and, with 
ftrong'rays of unprejudiced reafon, penetrated much further 
into the truth of things, than perhaps we are aware of. The 
whole feems firft intimated, with all its parts and moll exatt 
proportions j then he defcends to particulars, from the for¬ 
mation of the fcetus, to the contexture and integuments,.to 
the ftrength and folidity of the corporeal machine ; till this 
whole is finilhed with motion, and endued with life, thought, 
and reafon, and provided with all proper fupports and ac¬ 
commodations. In the ihort compafs of thefe few lines, 
we have the entire mechanifm and ceconomy of an human 
being ; which the pfalmiji probably had in his eye — Pfal. 
cxxxix. 13. 

* Remember. He had before faid, God knew ; and how 
natural and affecting to pray and beg, that he would recol¬ 
lect or not treat him as if he was forgotten, Expreflkms of 
this kind are very frequent in holy writ, and very beautiful. ' 
Thofe who have condemned Job for them, mull either pot 
have duly attended to the real meaning of the idioms of 

the 
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thou had made me 
as the clay, and wilt 
thou bring me into 
dud again ? 


and Father of the fpirit in- Sect.i*. 
habiting it ! with an heart 
which is truly thine, and hands X ’ ^ 
fpread before thy adorable 
Majefty, fufFer me, thine own 
production, to put thee in re¬ 
membrance that I bear the 
ftrong marks of thy mighty 
hand, and am made in thy 

i now wilt thou 
unmake what thou haft fa- 
fliioned, and utterly deface all 
that beauty and dignity, by 
reducing the curious clay to 
its original duft and earth ? 


own image 


io r Had thou not 

poured me out as 
milk, and cruddlcd 
me like cheefe ? 


From inconfiderable begin- io 
nings, and through various 
forms, agreeable to the courfe 
of nature, and laws of ordi¬ 
nary generation ; haft thou 
not taken care of, and pro¬ 
vided 


the language, or not to the nece/Tary workings of human 
nature. Let the wifeft and bed of men place himfelf in 
Job' s condition, perhaps he will not fee things in the light 
fomehave done ; and if actually fo afflicted, he could obferve 
throughout, the fame decorum as. the patient man did ; an 
infallible Judge would at lead declare, that he had faid con¬ 
cerning him the thing that is right, 

r ‘Job in the whole paflage (and doubtlefs in this part of it), 
particularly deferibing man’s natural production and won¬ 
derful formation. Not, with all due refpeCt to that learned 
author, as Scbuitetis t by a forced interpretation, to give, as he 
diles it, a more beautiful emblem and fublimer fenfe, expref. 
fes, viz. that Job here vainly boads, that, with other ve/Tels 
of election, he partook of the great benefit of the grace of 
fanflificacion from the womb ; at lead, that he was immacu- 
sdte, and untouched with any fpot or ftain, 
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11 


12 


Sect, ij.vided for, my formation and 

nutrition, gradual maturity, 
and final perfe&ion ? 

Thou haft adapted and 
contrived the flefhy mufcles, 
and their curious integument 
the fkin, for ufe and fervice, 
and for ornament and beauty \ 
the bones and finews liftewife, 
for uniting and comparing, 
for laborious offices, and a 
perpetual guard. 

To all this exaft propor¬ 
tion, graceful appearance, and 
ftrong defence, as an inftance 
of thy extreme bounty, thou 
haft added the principle of 
adlion and felf-motion, with 
all the difiinguifiling faculties 
of a rational felf determining 
nature; and thy continual pre¬ 
fence, and ever vigilant Pro¬ 
vidence, hath fupported and 
accommodated my embodied 
fpirit, with the moft impor¬ 
tant, conflant, and multiplied 
bleffings and mercies. 

Though 


11 .Thou haft cfd- 
thed me with fkin 
and flefh, and haft 
fenced me with bones 
and finews. 


12.Thou haft gran- 
ted me life and fa¬ 
vour, and thy * vifi- 
tation hath preferved 
my fpirit. 


■ — 

* The original is emphatically expreflive of the fupport 
and conduct of divine Providence. It fignifies, to go to fee 
in an affiefiiotiate manner , to attend upon, and take care of: to 
make account of took after , and provide for ; have the charge 
of and a particular refpe3 to, as an officer, inf peel or, or oven 
fetr. 



f 3 • A rid thcfe things 
hall thou 1 hid in 
thine heart; l know 
that this is with dice. 


Book of j ob . . *45 

Though I have prefumed SecI, 
to make mention of thefe 

« i • t ♦ r .JOt) X* I 2« 

things, it is not, omniprelent 
Spirit, that thou art unac¬ 
quainted with them 5 but are 
not fuch other, and quite dif¬ 
ferent difpenfations, as I have 
met with, then a kind ot fe- 
cretsandmyfteriesinthecourfe, 
of thy Providence ■, a full ac¬ 
count whereof is referved to. 
thyfelf, to favour the world 
with, at a fuitable period : and 
of which, till then, we are not 
competent judges ? I am in 
no doubt there fhall fome 
time be a communication or 
revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God : and an au¬ 
thoritative declaration hereof 
.would be abundantly fufficient 


1 If the connexion be obferved, and the different verbs 
made ufe of, it will appear with what propriety this comes 
in here. Job had obferved, at ver. 7, Thou knoweji that I am 
not wicked t at the 9th, fays he, remember, &c. and in the 
13 th, this is hid in thine heart , i. e. it is not maxi licit from 
prefent difpenfations that I am a righteous man, and fo 
much in thy favour, as thy wonderful workmanlhip might 
have expe&ed to be. It is concealed from the eye of fpec- 
tators — but I knew this is with thee : thou can ft neither be 
ignorant nor forgetful of it. An ingenious critic makes 
Job a little lly in this expreflion, and to fay rather pertly I 
doubt — with all thy appearance of kindnefs, hadft thoil 
then in thy heart determined to ufe me thus cruelly f Yes, 
I feel but too furely thou hadft determined it; what follows 
is a proof 
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Job 


x. 14 


Sect, i 5. to fet all matters right, as to 

their prefent appearances. 

If I may form a judgment 
from my calamities only, and 
mil (I, with my friends, confi- 
der them in the view of juft 
pun i foments, there fee ms to 
have been a conftant moft 
watchfur obfervancy of my* 
fmalleft offences, and unavoi¬ 
dable infirmities ; and fo far 
from any allowances made for 
natural frailty and temptation, 
the heavieft aggravations of 
them, as fufficient to point me 
out as an habitual^ obftinate, 
and almoft unpardonable tranf- 
greflor. 

15 And if I were actually fuch 
aft offender as is furmifed by 
my friends, what relief or 

mercy 


/ 


14. If I u fin, then 

thou markefl me,and 
thou wilt not acquit 
me from mine ini¬ 
quity. 


i£. If I be wicked, 
wo unto me ; and if 
I be righteous, yet 
will I not lift up my 

head : 


u In the paraphrafe of this and the next verfe, I have, 
With the learned Cbappelo'w , confidered Jin and iniquity in 
one, as diftinft from a vickednefs in the other ; and the former 
to denote hijrmities , cafual offences, the frailty of younger, 
or the furprizet of maturer life the latter deliberate and ag‘ 
gravated tranfgrejjions and enormities. Though it do not ap¬ 
pear abfolutely neceflary to give this interpretation ; for the 

fearch after, and fevere fentencc palled upon fins in 
may be meant in the firft, and its rigorous execu- 
their terrible punifhment, in the fecond. Some 
part of the paraphrafe of the 15th is taken from Peters t 
Who, in Head of fee thou , renders the words, thofe that are 
fpeBators , Bee. They will bear this rendering, and the co¬ 
herence is not affected by it : if any one objedls to the 
change of perfon, they may read — full of confufon, rven 
tbon feejl my affli&hn andptrjktuUon . This is the literal in¬ 
terpretation. 


diligent 
general, 
tjon, or 
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head : I an full of 
confufion, therefore 
fee thov mine afflic¬ 
tion. 


16. For it incrcaf- 
eth : * thou hunteft 

me 


mercy could I then expeff ? Sect. 15.- 
nay what farther mifery might /T 
I not juftly be afraid of? And^° *’ 
though my inward thoughts 
teftify that I am not, but 
truly an upright and pious 
perfon, yet I cannot, will not 
hope for any fuch temporal de¬ 
liverance, upon account of my 
righteoufnefs, as they are en¬ 
deavouring to perfuade me 
of, from a miftaken princi¬ 
ple ; and according to which, 
if no fuch deliverance fhould 
happen, they are (till refolved 
to condemn me as a wicked % 
man, I am full of ignominy, 
and thofe that are fpedtators 
of my afflidhon, inftead of be¬ 
ing moved with compaffion, 
upon feeing me in this mi- 
ferable plight, behave with 
haughtinefs, and eVen pride 
themfelves againft me and in- 
fult me. 

l am thus violently perfe- 16 
cuted, and as if, like the fierce 
L 2 panther. 


1 • * 

* e. ns Peters well obfervei, thou fufferefl: my friends to 
attack and worry me in their turns, as the hunters ufually do 
a ftout lion. — ort yu/v J'oajov xvK&ov.oLyco<rt. As old 
Hamer gives us i hint of the fport, 6/. 792. When they 

furround him on all tides, and attack him one after another. 
For thus did Job's friends. God bath delivered me to the un¬ 
godly, and turned me over into the hands of this wicked. — Hii 

Srcbtrs compafs me round about, be ckarueth my reins afunder , ch. 

xvu 


4 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 15. panther, or hungry lion, I had 

fubfitted upon rapine, and the 
J ’ * herds were not fate during my 

life ; they are hunted down 
to death : fo am I threatened 
and purfued : they attack me 
by turns ; they, as it were, 
furround me, and thus vary 
and enhance my diftrefles. 

17 Every calamity appears an 
occafion of cenfure, and proof 
of crimes which havedeferved 
lt\ in proportion to the num¬ 
ber of evils, my iniquities are 
concluded to have been en¬ 
hanced and multiplied. As 
more and ftronger evidences, 
in a court of judicature, do 
iffue in the criminal’s convic¬ 
tion and fentence : or as frelh 
fuccours, on one fide, conti¬ 
nually fucceeding one another 
in an engagement, in the end 
muft out-number and conquer 
the other : fo renewed and 
violent are the attacks on my 
chara£ter,vand in fuch immi¬ 
nent danger is it of being to¬ 
tally and irrecoverably blafted. 

Oh 


me as a fierce lion ? 
and again thou Ihew- 
ell thyfelf marvellous 
upon me. 


17. Thou renewed 
thy witnefles againft 
me, and increafeft 
thine indignation up¬ 
on me; changes and 
war are againll me. 


Xvi. 11,13. I am perfuaded, he adds, we fhould be very 
fenfible of the beauty and exaftnefs of this comparifon, had 
we lived in Jrb 's days, and been with him at the hunting 

down of a lion. 

* -* 



iS. f Wherefore 
then haft thou 
brought me forth out 
of the womb ? Oh 
that I had given up 
the ghoft, and no eye 
had feen me. 


19. I fhould have 
been as though I had 
not been, I fhould 
have been carried 
from the womb to 
the grave. 


Book of J OE. 

Oh my Lord and Maker ! Sec 
was this the important end for ” 
which I was brought into be- J 
ing j not to take a common 
lot with the reft of the fpecies, 
but to be involved in the 
deepeft inextricable woes ? and 
on their account meet with 
nothing but the fevereft cen- 
fures, and even cruel inful ting 
triumphs ? how much happier 
to have efcaped this unafked 
exiftence, or expired the mo¬ 
ment I received it ? then fhould 
I neither have undergone the 
reproaches which I now fuf- 
fer, nor would thofe partial 
obfervers of my affliftion, have 
incurred the guilt of their hard 
ufage of me. 

In that fhort period I fhould 19 
have known no more what 
living and breathing fignified, 
than if I had never done either. 

L 3 And, 


y Had not Milton in view thefe affecting pathetick fenti- 
ments, in the expoftulations he puts into the mouth of the 
father of mankind ? 

Did I requeft thee, Maker, from my clay 
To mould me man ? Did I folicit thee 
From darknefs to promote me i Or here place 
In this delicious garden ? As my will 
Ci>ncurr’d not to my being, ’twere but right 
And equal to reduce me to my duft, 

Defirous to refign, and render back 
AH f received. 


Milton . 



A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 15. And, without pain or grief, 

j r* - - noife or tumult, have been 

■ 0 x * peacefully and filently con¬ 

veyed, from the place of my 
nativity, to the houfe appoint- 
ed for all men. 


go At the longeft date I can 
reckon of my affli&ed life, it 
will fliortly be finifhed, O 
my good God, fpare me ! and 
you, my friends, forbear dur¬ 
ing this fhort interval. And 
as all the fatisfaftion or confo- 

k 


lation I can have, muft pro¬ 
ceed from what I know at 


prefent of my own heart and 
life •, and what I expert here¬ 
after, as the effect of their 
having been virtuous ; fuffer 
me, if any little refpite from 
torturing pain be granted, un- 

molefted 


20. Arp not my 
days few ? ceafe then 
andlctme alone,that 

I may take 2 comfort 
a little. 


* Job's friends, in a reafonable interpretation, ought to 
have confidered all this as the ftrongeft prefumptive evidence 
he could give of his own integrity — that, as Peters has ex¬ 
cellently obferved, he muft be an upright pious man, be- 
caufe the fame thought which gives, or ought to give, 
.the wicked pain, viz. that the eye of God obferves them y and 
that his power and jujlice reaches to a future inviftble fate ; is 
what Job takes refuge in, as the only fource of comfort to 
him in the depth of his diftrefs. Literally it is, will not the 
little of my days ceafe ? Is it not a very fhort time I have to 
live ? Let me, &c. A gloomy profpeft indeed ! Whether of 
the grave mentioned ver. 19, or of the invifible ftate, de- 
feribed (no doubt) in fuch a mournful ftrain, to move, if 


poflible, the companion of his friends. The ancients ftiled 
death abitionem , a departure , or going away: and Plautus calls 
the grave communum locum , the general rendezvous or common 
place . 



zi. Before I go 
*v. hence I (hall not re¬ 
turn, even to the land 
of darknefs, and the 
fhadow of death. 


22. A land of dark¬ 
nefs as darknefs //- 
jelf; and of the (ha- 
dow of death, with¬ 
out any order, and 
where the light is as 
darknefs. 


Book of Job-. . 151 

molefted to enjoy it with thefeSECT. <$• 
reflexions. ^ 

In the depth of my ad verfity Job x. 21. 
allow me this refuge and com¬ 
fort, in as much as, however 
gloomy the prefent profpeft 
may feem, I am hafling to a 
world from whence I (hall ne¬ 
ver return. — A fituation fo 
clouded and hidden from all 
mortal view, that it may pro¬ 
perly be ftiled darknefs, ob« 
feurity, or the folemn dread¬ 
ful (hades of death. 

An important circumftance, 2Z 
which has the thickeft veil of 
impenetrable darknefs,entirely 
drawn over it. — Where fen- 
fations are at an end, and all 
their objeXs, and our organs 
gone; where no fun, moon, nor 
liars ever fhine, and all our 
earthly temporal diflinXions 
are no more. Concerning 
which, all the light and know¬ 
ledge we can arrive at, is very 
obfeure and uncertain : where¬ 
of we can fearce think or 
fpeak, without being bewil¬ 
dered and confounded; before 
the awful day when we our- 
felves are overfhadowed, and 
launch into the vaft abyfs. 


L 4 C I I A P. 
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CHAP. XI. SECT. XVI. 


Zophar the Naamathite, not without fome pajfion 
and indignation , declares that fuch difcourfe as 
Job\f ought not to be fuffered to pafs without a 
jevere reprehenfwn. He Jbarply rebukes him \ 
and wifhes the Almighty himfelf would inftruft 
him better . He intimates what the heavenly doc¬ 
trine would be . He advifes him to repent j and 
ajfures him of relief\ fafety y and whatever he 
could defire y if he was fpeedy y and confcientious 
\n doing it . Ver. i, to the end. 


Job xi. i, 2. 

Sect. 16 . ^OPHAR the Naamathite y 
v;—fo far from being convin- 
Jobxi. i> cec j or perfuaded by the fore- 

going difcourfe, replies, as one 
really provoked with, and 
highly refenting it. 

Solid 


Job xi. I, 2. ; 
a'T'HEN an- 
JL fwered Zo¬ 
phar the Naamafhite 
and faid, lhould not 
the multitude of 
words be anfwered ? 
and fhould a man full 
of talk be juftified ? 


* The diftinguifhing charafteriftic of Zophar feems to be 
fomewhat pajjionate and cholerick , impetuous and vehement, Eli - 
pbaz. apologizes*. Bildad examines, and declares Job's words 
not to have much weight in them. Zophar inveighs and over¬ 
bears. The multitude of words, literally, that is he who mul¬ 


tiplies them. A man full of talk, literally, a man of lips : a 
common Hebraifm for a copious enlarger, or very prolix 
jpeaker. 

The fedate and judicious Peters remarks, very properly, 
concerning Zophar , that it happened here, as ufual, that this 


fpeaker, who fet out with the greatell heat, is the firft whofe 


arguments are fpent ; for after this vehement fpeech, he 
jnakes but One reply, and it is over with him. 



%. Should thy lies 
make men hold their 
peace ? and when 
, jthou mockeft (hall 
no man make thee 

aihamed ? 


4. b For thou hall 
faid, my doftrine is 

pure, 
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Solid arguments and juftSECT.16. 
reafonings might ferve an ho- f 
neft caufe ; and you would J 
eafily gain us over to it, could 
you only prove that you have 
right on your fide : but we 
fhall always be ready to ex- 
pofe meer evafion, and verbal 
tedious harangue *, and never, 
be fure, think better of you 
for a fruitful imagination, high 
ftraio of impertinence, and 
endlefs noife and clamour. 

The weak and ignorant may 
be impofed on by artful, fiti- 
died, and garnifhed falfboods, 
with a fhamelefs effrontery to 
defend them. But men of un- 
derftanding and difcernment 
will not hold their peace, and 
be fatisfied with fuch oppro¬ 
brious barefaced practices : 
when you would deceive and 
triumph over them, you are 
certain to meet with the re¬ 
proach and contempt you de- 
ferve. 

What does all you have ad¬ 
vanced amount to, befides the 

high 


4 


b It is obfervable of Job's friends, that they rather infer 
and conclude from what he had faid, (and that not always 
the moll fairly,} than produce his own words ; which is, in 
ordinary, requilite and neceilary to do a fpeaker ftrift juf- 
tice ; neither ought the manner of his exprelTion to be 
omitted. Job had more than once declared, that in the 

judgment 
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W — 

Job xi. 4. 


Sect, 16. high opinion, and overween¬ 
ing conceit you are filled with, 
of your own extraordinary me¬ 
rit and wifdom ? At the neg¬ 
lect and expence of your ve¬ 
racity and all modefty, you 
afiert both the reCtitude of 
your principles, and even the 
perfection of your conformity 
to them ; moll impioully ap¬ 
pealing for the truth hereof, 
to the unerring view, and im¬ 
partial decifion of the divine 
omnifcience. 

5 Thus you very fraudulently 
endeavour to evade whatever 
meer mortals can fuggeft. And 
my fincere defire is, that you 
might fpeedily be brought to 
the awful juft trial, you fo pre- 
fumptuoufly wifh for ; this in- 
ftant hear the aroufing thun¬ 
der of God’s loudeft voice ; 
and he himfelf vouchfafe to 
take you under examination, 
and lay your character and ac¬ 
tions wholly open. 

That 


pure, and I am dean 
in thine eyes. 


5. But O that God 
would fpeak, and o- 
pen his lips againft 
thee ; 


judgment of an all-knowing Deity himfelf, he fliould not 
be deemed a wicked man and an hypocrite ; taxing, as it 
might feem, his friends judgment and impartiality : but he 
had never pretended to innocence, the full pofleffion of wif¬ 
dom, nor the perfeft and finlefs pra&ice of virtue. He did 
not appeal to God, as being immaculately and perfectly pure 
find, clean in his unerring view ; but as upright and Jsncere if% 
bis endeavours to be fo. 



6. And that he 
would Jhew thee the 
fecrets >0f wifdom, 
that they are c double 
to that which is I 
knfcw therefore, that 
God exatteth of thee 
lefts than thine ini¬ 
quity defem/eth , 


7. d Canft thou by 
fearching find out 
God ? Canft thou 
find out theAlmighty 
unto perfection ? 
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That it would pltafe him to Sect. t6. 
difcover to you, the important 
diftinftions betwixt right and J 
wrong, and exaft boundaries 
of folid wifdom : they would 
appear to authorize, inflifting 
on you double to what you 
have hitherto fuSisred ■, and it 
be abundantly manifeft, that 
you are very gently and ten¬ 
derly dealt withal, confidering 
what a grievous, hideous of¬ 
fender and tranfgreflor you 
have been. 

You have treated the Cre- 7 
ator and Governor of the 
world, as if he was an unna¬ 
tural parent, tyrannical ruler, 
and partial unjuft judge. But 

firft, 


c Double to that , &c. literally — duplicia in r verliate % in 
confilio, in potcftate y &c. or as the learned profeflor Cbappel<rus 
derives from the radix jajha^ ejl in ejfentia , i. e. eflentialiter. 
The meaning fecms to be, that in the equal balances of 
fecret choice 'wifdom y and ejjbit'talperftftjujlice ; Job's demerit 
appeared double to what he had fuffcred. 

d Zopbar here may both denote the divine attributes, and 
likewise his government and difpenfations j efpecially the 
lad; whereby he has exalted a generous virtue to the height 
of heaven ; and plunged an incorrigible vice into the depth 
of mifery, the gloomy regions of pain, horror and defpair. 
'Are not the following lines pertinent ? 

Reafon, alas ! it does not know itfelfi 
But man, vain man ! would with his 
Short-lin’d plummet- 

Fathom the vaft abyfs of heav’nly juftice* 

Cbapfeltnv renders, canft thou trace the footftept eft God t 
Canft thou reach the perfteHtons of the Almighty £ 
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Sect. i 6. firft, letTTie afk you what you 
b-jp'—' know of him ? what is in your 
■* **’ 7 * power to comprehend of his 

profound counfels and enlarg¬ 
ed defigns ? or what is pofli- 
ble adequately to be under- 
ftood, by the nobleft faculties 
fhort-fighted man has, of his 
omnipotence and wondrous 
perfection ? and how much 
lefs, by the contracted narrow 
capacities, of a prejudiced and 
partial creature ? 

The utmoft elevation of 
yon fublime and lofty heaven 
bounds not its height, what 
ability have you that can be 
.raifed to it ? — the loweft ca¬ 
verns of hidden earth, and the 
/unfathomed depths of a tor* 
menting hell, are not beyond 
its reach, what penetration — 
that can dive to it ? 

9 The largcft dimenfion of 
this whole earth, and ut- 
moft extent of the wideft 

ocean. 


8 


8 . If is e as high 
as heaven, what canil 
thou do ? deeperthan 
hell, what canft thou 
know ? 


9 . The meafure 
thereof is longer than 
the earth, and broad - 
er than the Tea. 


* The univerfe, as Peters obferves, was divided by the 
ancient HebmvSf (poflibly by the Orientals in general,) into 
the upper and lower, the viiible and invifible hemifpheres. 
The one they called fcamaim. or heaven ; the other 

fowl* which we have no Engliih word to exprefs. 
Theft two are oppofed to each other, in this pailage, for 
height and depth. So the pfalmill, Ipeaking of God’s om- 
niprefencc, (Pfoh cxxxix. 8 .) If 1 afeend up to heaven y fre* 

Qrity Dtjf. 4 tQ* edit. p. 318, 



io. 1 1f he cut off, 
and fhut up, or ga¬ 
ther together, then 
who can hinder him ? 


1 1. For he know* 
eth 8 vain man : he 
feeth wickedncfs al- 
fo ; will he then not 
confider it? 


It 3 
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ocean, bear no proportion orSBCT, 16. 
comparifon to it, for it is ab- t *T 
folutely limitlefs and unmea- J ° xu9 
furable. 

Changes, and vicifiltudes 
the mod adonifliing, are in¬ 
finitely eafy for this ftupen- 
dous power to effeft at plea- 
fure and in an inftant. — To 
fufpend the laws of nature, 
or even fubvert the ordinary 
courfe of things ; to confine 
within the narrowed circle, 
or appoint the mod fevere 
trials ; both to dived of li¬ 
berty, and withdraw the mod 
necefiary and valuable blef- 
fings: — neither can any thin 


or 

» 


but the dranged ralhnefs and 


prefumption, tempt a depen¬ 
dent offending mortal to 
fpeak difrefpeftfully of the 
methods of his Providence, 
or aft in contradiction to his 
will and pleafure. 

Thofe foolifii and wicked 11 
men who are fo irreverent and 
daring, may flatter themfelves 



f Sckultens renders, if he invade as an enemy, bind in fetters, 
and deliver over to punijhment , or fummon into one general af- 
fembly y for fubhek judgment. Et quis — at quis and who, or 
but who, Vid. Schult* in loc. 

* nip *no> metbe Jhav , and met he avtn, the men of va¬ 
nity, and men of wickednefs. A character as Cbappelovu ob¬ 
serves, whereby thofe wicked men were diltinguilhed who 
were cut down out of time with a flood. 
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Sect, 16. that he is unacquainted with 
! ' the deceitfulnefs and iniquity 

Jo t heir thoughts and imagi¬ 

nations ; or not incenfed a- 
gainlt,- and refolved to punifh 
their flagrant crimes : but he 
is not ignorant of, nor will 
fail, in due time, to refemv 
as feme have found' to their 
coft, the higheft indignities 
offered to, and vileft afper* 
lions caft upon his honour and 
government. 

12 For fuch empty conceited 
people are the more provoking 
and unlufferable, as they com¬ 
monly make great pretences 
to wifdom ; and beings under 
the dominion of their own' 
headftrong and ungovernable 
pafiions : the wild young afs r 
in its contempt of all reftraint, 
moft properly reprefents them. 

Such. 


12. For vain man 
would be wife, tho* 
man be born like h a 
wild afs's colt. 


h An afi of the q vuildernefs , as Scbuliens remarks, is 2 common 
fimilitude, ufed to exprefs contumacy , obJltnacy y and a brainijh 
hut-beaded fool-hardimfi in man. O.happdow y to the fame 
purpofe,— a wild young afs is 2 common term of reproach 
among the Arabs, for an unlraclable perverfe perfon , who is 
tenacious of his own way and opinion , and defpifes other people's 
advice : adding, the reHeftion is fevere, becaufe robbers and 
plunderers are dillinguilhed by the odious title of perayim, 
•wildaffes in the defart. It may be obferved, that the fimile 
conveys fomewhat a different idea, as ufed by modems, 
to what it did in the mouths of the ancients. It is one of 
Homer s, refpe&ing a principal, warrior and undaunted hero 
in the hegc of Troy ; and rather denotes unbridled rough 
fartenefsy or animal rude courage, than conftitiites, as in later 
times, an objeft of contempt and dertfion, for heaviueis andL 
ftjpidity. 



13, and 14. If 1 
thou prepare thine 
heart, and ftretch out 
thine hands towards 

him : if iniquity be 
in thine hand, put it 
far away, and let not 
wickednefs dwell in 
thy tabernacles. 


Book of Job. 

1 Such unbroken tempers^SacT. 16. 
and favage ruggid dirpofi- 
tions, highly exaiperate : but ' 3 * 
if you (often and humble 
yourfelf, bring your thoughts 
to fome order, and confefs 
before the Almighty your 
manifold tranfgreffions 5 efpe- 
cially, if you truly amend 
your own ways, and reform 
the irregularities of your houfe, 
which you have fecn followed 
with fuch dreadful confequen- 
ces, you will foon reap the be¬ 
nefit. 


35. k For then You will be no longer filled 
Oialt thou lift up thy with confufion, nor unable to 

face without fpot, |jf c U p y 0ur f ace before God ; 
yea, thou malt be , 1 ... * r j 

hedfaft, and /halt not but > Y our religtous confidence 
fear: being well grounded, your 

countenance will be compofed 

and 


* Mudge fuppofes, in nnt*. there is concealed a contra- 
diltindion to his fons, which Bildad had exprefled, cb . viii. 
4, 5* Thy fons indeed, they have fuffered for their fins and are 
paft remedy , but as to thyfelf if thou , Stc. 

k This is reckoned by Schultens , one of the Arabic flowers 
or elegancies; and that, by an unfpotted whitenefs of afpeft, 
they denoted honour , glory, general ejleem, nobility , and illuft 
trious character. Blacknefs , the contrary, Mudge interprets, • 
even if thou art (aft as ft eel, yet thou needcft not fear • C#ft 
JUel they ufed for fpecula, or looking glaffes, and confequently 
was quite bright: this was the more applicable to Job , as 
he would have pafled through the furnace of ajfli&ioji., 
Zophar feems refering to ch. x. 15. If 1 he righteous, yet 
a still I not lift up my head, and to intimate, that if he would 
reform, and become a juft and good man, he Jhould lift up 
his head, even his unfpotted , mod beautiful faze, like the po- 
lifted mirror, or as a molten looking glafs. 
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Sect. 16.and chearful, your mind firm 

and unfhaken, and apprehen- 
jo XK1 5 *fi ve f ears fly as Jhadows, never 

more alarm or torment you. 

Thefe aflfefting melancholy 
fcenes, and all your bitter cla¬ 
morous bewailing* on account 
of them, (hall be banifhed and 
forgotten ; no other memory 
of them fhall continue, than 
of an inundation when it is 
over, or of the flowing water 
in its conftant courfe, which, 
as it pafles, is juft beheld, but 
no more returns, nor is re¬ 
membered. 

17 You (hall yet experience, 
that you have vigour enough 

left. 


# 


16. Becaufe thoa 
(halt forget thy mi- 
fery, and remember 
it as 1 waters that 
pafs away. 


17. And thine agtf 
(hall be m clearer than 

the 


1 This is an elegant fimile, whether it be taken for the 
fame had ufed concerning his miftaken fallacious friends, 
that is, inundations , land-floods , and sinter-brooks ; Or the cur¬ 
rent 0/ rivers keeping in one regular conflant motion, and not being 
remembered shence pajjed . 

m Literally — Jkall a rife from the noon-deny, Schultens, from 
the Arabic , tranflates c ha led, perpetuity, or the continuance and 
Jlability of a happier time ; agreeable to the Arabic apothegm, 
he flood to the meridian ; i. c. he sas placed in the n:ofl ad¬ 
vantageous light , in a fituation both fecure and confpicuous : as 
Op poled to that obfeure and vertiginous dark refs. Job had 
concluded the laft chapter with the gloomy defeription of. 
To enlarge the comparifon, Chappelo^iu, from De Dieu , would 
render quum oifeurum erit, tanquam mane erit ; or to change 
the pointing, and for tajuphah , read teyuphah , a fubftar.tive, 
objcuritaSy then it will be, thine age , a vorld, time or life , fall 
be clearer than the noon day ; thy dark71 eft fhall be as the morning . 
<?on ^are a Sam. xxiii. 4. The latin poet’s advice is fimi- 
lar, but comes much fhort of the eaftern fublimity. 
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the noon -day ; thou left, or it will fpeedily be re* S£ cT. 16. 
flialtihineforth,|tho u ifored,, that you fliall com- 

mand and enjoy health and' ' - 
profperity, to your own en¬ 
tire fatisfa&ion, and alfo to 
S the benefit and pleafure of all 
around you : the clouds and 
darknefs fliall be difperfed^ 
and the meridian beams never 
(hone ftronger, nor the morn- 
ing fun rofe more cheering, 
tlvin you fhall be happy and 
confpicuous. 

18. 8 And thou You have, moreover, the 18 
(halt be fecure be- fofideft grounds to expett the 

cau e fecurity and perpetuity of this 

complete 

i 

-——— Hie murus aheneus elto 
Nil confcire jibi, nulla pallefcere culpa. 

Virg. 


With all due deference to the above learned critic, there 
does not appear to be a neceflity for altering the pointing ; 
nor do the images leflen in the defeription : the fenfe feems 
to be, you (hall enjoy all the /olid advantages of life , you Jhall 
be greatly illujlrious — and there /ball be a perpetual refrejbment 
and renewal of favours. Every entrance, upon a frelh and 
new day, ihall be a kind of refurrettion and renovation, pro- 
ducing before unknown feenes of pleafure and glory. The 
crepujculumy lucifer , or Aurora , the harbinger or fore-runner 
of day, Ihall never fail to prefent to your invigorated fenies, 
the mod joyful unclouded profpc&s. 

■ Some undurJland this of a mod agreeable fettlement, 
with multitudes of wells dug for the convcniency of water. 
Mercer fuppofes it an allufion to the cudom of the Arabian 
Nomades , who moved from place to place, and, digging the 
ground, pitched their tents with greater fafety ; by thefe 
trenches round their tents, being, as Mudge obferves, fe- 
cared from the inundations of violent rains, as well as the 
jlighter incurfions of enemies. Something of defence and 

VOL. I. M prejervation 
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Sect. 16. complete fatisfaftion and hap- 
‘ ry ^ pinefs: as if on all Tides moated 
1X,X 'and defended with deep wa¬ 
ters or impregnable fortrefles, 
your habitation and tranquil¬ 
lity lhall be fafe and unmo- 
lefted. 

The moft faithful vigilant 
fhepherds and keepers, never 
better defended their flocks 
and herds, than you lhall be, 
even in your moft unguarded 
hours ; you will infallibly be 
protected, and, moreover, ge¬ 
nerally courted, and had in 
the utmoft efteem and vene¬ 
ration. 

to The impious and unjuft 
may cherifh eager warm de¬ 
fires of the like felicity, but 

they 


caufe the* is hope 5 
yea thou lhalt dig 
about thee, and thou 
fhalt take thy reft in 
fafety. 


19. 0 Alfo thou 
flialc lie down, and 
none lhall make thte 
afraid ; yea many 
lhall make fuit unto 
thee. 


to. p But the eyes 
of the wicked lhall 
fail, and they lhall 
notefcape: and their 

hope 


prejer'uaiio* from dangers and injuries feems plainly de- 

is verfe is fuppofed alluding to his flocks and herds 
of cattle, wherein the fiibftance of the ancients principally 
confifted ; and their fafety from plunderers of men and ra¬ 
venous wild beafts. They, with their Ihepherd or keeper, 
Jhould be free from danger. 

P This is a common feripture idiom for defeated earthly 
expe&ations, or the vexatious difappointmerits, depending 
tipon human friendlhips, in ordinary fubjefts men to. In 
our own plain dialed, they may look their eyes out, before 
they are any better for the empty profeflions, and moft po- 
fitive promifes of the bulk of mankind. Nay, it is added, 
they lhall by no means efcape threatening ftorms. They 
have no more reafon to expefk any benefit of a temporal 
being, than if they had quitted it, or already departed 
ihis life. 



> 
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hope fikdl be as the 
giving up of tire 
ghofh 


they (hall never obtain It 5 Sect. 16. 

they may attempt, and ftrug- j-££d! 
gle hard to efcape judgment 
and vengeance, but it is im- 
poffible; their mod flattering 
hopes (hall all iffue in empty 
delufion, and in as gloomy 
and melancholy datknefs, as 
are the (hadows of death. 


CHAP. XII. SECT. XVII. 

Job retorts Upon his cenforibus friends their argu - 
mentSy and vain pretences to extraordinary wif- 
dom . He prefumes to be a judge of his own fin - 
eerily y and of the reafonablenejs of an appeal to the 
infinite Being , for which they Jb much derided hirm 
He refers them to their obfervations, as evidences 
againjl external profperity or adverfity , proving 
a man to be righteous or wicked . He intimates * 
that from all appearances , it does not feem to be 
the will of Gody nor agreeable to the rules of bis 
all‘Wife government of this probationary worlds 
that fetch important difeinbltoHs fhould be accu¬ 
rately made in it . He obferveSy that every mart 
has rational faculties to difeern this ; and the an* 
dents bad too much understanding ever to deny ot 
doubt it. Ver. 1—13, 

J°" xK - t *. *■ Toi *il; I, i. 

A fwereX *£ J° . perceiving SsCT . l?l 

no doubt but ye an ^ how high his triends s main „ — 4 

the drift was to exalt themfelves, Job H 

M 2 and *' 
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Sect. i 7 , and how low they were re- 9 the people, and wi£ 

’ ^ — * r 1 j ^ _ j r~ dom fhall die with 

rrvr-' folved, at any rate, to deprefs 

2. ’ ’ and degrade him,,even into a 

mean confefiion of wickednefs 
he had never committed, gives 
in the following very fenfible 
and fpirited anfwer. 

From your own account 
one would be ready to con¬ 
clude, that a mod diftinguifh- 
ing and infallible wifdom was 
your certain prerogative, and 
foie exclufive property and 
priviledge. That both dur¬ 
ing your lives, and after your 
deceafe, it would be in the 
higheft degree arrogant, and 
indeed prepofierous, for any 
one of mortal race befides, to 
prefume to a moiety, or lay 
claim to the fmalleft fhare. 

But 

1 7 'he people, that is, fuch a felehl, refined and noble part 
of men, as national or religious bigots commonly reckon 
themfelves to be ; and in comparifon with whom the reft of 
the world are to be efteemed fools and ideots. Thus the Chi- 
ne/e are reported to fay, the people of their country have two 
eye»> the Europeans one, and all the other aivifions of this 
earth are blind. And thus artful deiigning priefts perfuade 
their poor deluded flocks, that they themfelves are infpired 
and infallible; and believers in them, only, arfe God's people , his 
elefl, vefieh of honour , &c. They adt too much pharifaically, 
as "Job fpoke ironically. The following common expreflion 
feems to have a peculiar beauty in it ; l have underfianding, 
&c. literally, etiam mihi corficut <vos. i. e. ego etiam vir cordis 
ficut vos, l aljo have a heart as well as you : and vir cor - 
datus, or an hearted man , if I may ufe that Cxpreflion, fig- 
nifies more than a nicer ly intelligent , viz. a Jenfsble , fieady t 
brave man » 



3. But I have un¬ 
demanding as well 
as you ; r l am not 
inferior to you : yea 
who knoweth not 
fuch things as thefe ? 
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But whatever your vanity Sect. 17. 
bears you in hand, you are j J 
not the only rational dilcern- °. xn ‘ 3 ' 
ing people, nor are your argu¬ 
ments grounded upon the folid 
maxims of truth and equity : 

I have not yet given up the 
point to you •, neither, unlefs 
I was ftrangely weak and ig¬ 
norant, have you hitherto, in 
the leaft, added to the ftrength * 
of my underftanding, or in- 
creafed my flock of know¬ 
ledge. I cannot but have ob- 
ferved, how the moft aftonifli- 
M 3 ing 


r The Hebrenvy literally tranflated, is, non {adens ego a njobis. 
Or prce wobh : 1 do not fall beneath, from , or before you : I am 
not foiled or worfed by you . Le Clerc conjettures, that the 
phrafe is borrowed from a cuftom of the Orientalsy particu¬ 
larly the Per fans y in their falutations, who, when they met 
a perfon greatly fuperior to them, ufed to fall proflrate. 
Upon which, Peters , with fome fmartnefs remarks, — what 
has this flavifh ceremony of the perfians to do with fob' 9 
time and country ? Amongft the honours paid to fob him- 
felf, in the time of his profperity, fo particularly aelcribed 
eh. xxix though he was the greateft of all the men of the 
Eafl y his contemporaries, we do not find that proftration was 
ever ufed towards him, or fo much as thought of. 7 'heyoung 
tnen> when they (aw him t through a ruflick bafhfulnefs, hid 
them [elves y the aged arofe and flood up : the princes refrained 
talkingy and laid their hand upon their mouth : the nobles held 
their peace. , {chap xxix. 8, 9, 10.) and were all attention 
when he ipoke. — Their tokens of refpeft, in fhort, were 
natural and manly, but no cringing. And one of the moft 
convincing proofs of the antiquity of the book, is, the fim- 
plicity of manners every' where fo obfervable. Schultens, 
#i)ot improbably, fuppofes that this paiTage, as well as chap, 
xiii. I 2, alludes to giants , wrefilers, or warriors ; as wreft- 
ling was an exercife very famous among the ancients. Pet* 
Crit . DiJJ. 4S0. p. 162. Schult, in lac. 
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Sect, i 7 -ing difplaysof omnifcience and 
* 7~ t 77 j almighty power do demon- 
^ * ^‘flrate and magnify thofe divine 

perfe&ions ; and learned the 
many pertinent reflections,and 
prudential fentences, tranfmit- 
ted to us from our experienced 
and long-lived forefathers, 
which are in common ufe, 
and every day repeated. 

4 Although it is not in your 
power to inform me, yet it is, 
and truly, in your ungenerous 
nature?, moft barbaroufly to 
expofe and deride my trou¬ 
bles. My profefied friends, 
and intimate acquaintance, 
l*ake together all the feoff and 
ridicule that is poflible, to fet 
me up as a publick fpe&acle 
of the greatelt odium and uni- 
verfal abomination- Is not 
this your plain undifguifed 
language ? He folemnly pro- 
tefts his innocence, raifes the 
Joudeft clamours to heaven 
for juftice, and declares an 
entire confidence in the al¬ 
mighty Being : but has any 
regard from above been (hew¬ 
ed him ? are the holy and 

good 


4. I am or ond 
mocked of his neigh¬ 
bour, • who calleth 
upon God, and he 
anfwereth him : the 
juft upright man 14 
laughed to fcorn* 


• Though the feofe is dear without it, yet the conftruttion 
feems moft natural and eafy, if, as Cbappelow propofes, the 
latter claufe be interpreted as an interrogation, and thus 
read : he calleth upon God % but does he r or will be , anfixer him ? 
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good man’s injuries redrelled, Sect. 17. 
or his miferies relieved ? Thus f L 
it is his cruel fate, who hath 0 XiI ’ ** 
always preferved facred and 
inviolable a confcious inte¬ 
grity, to be reproached and 
derided. 

* He that is You would not behave in $ 
ready to flip with bis this unequal and unnatural 
feecys^ja Umpdef manner, you would certainly 

of him that is at eafc. view things in a quite differ¬ 
ent light, if you were in the 
like unhappy condition; your 
conduct poflibly might not 
exceed the fad example befora 
you. But it is not very ex¬ 
traordinary to find a man, who 
lives at eafe, and balks in the 
warm funlhine of an earthly 
profperity, to be extremely li¬ 
beral at throwing out reflec¬ 
tions and indignities, on the 
unblemifhed charafter of a 
righteous perfon, who happens 

to meet with changes and ad- 
verfity. 

M 4 Whereas 


1 Cbappehuj thinks it will Jiot be fo difficult to explain tho 
words, taking them as they (land in the original, [for they 
are tranfpofed in our Znglijh veriion J The tran/Iation will 
then be, a lamp difpifed in the opinion <f an indolent man, is 
prepared for the flips (or changes) of the foot : and the fenfe* 
he who is a lamp, or light, to enlighten and inftrutt other 
people, though defpifed by .thofe who are indolent, as if 
they wanted no inftruttion, is prepared for the feveral acci¬ 
dents of life ; which are as natural and common to man. 
as it is for him fometimes to (tumble, or (lip with his foot. 

I have given what appeared to me the true interpretation. 
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Sect. 17. Whereas nothing is more 

notorious, than the flourifhing 
* 1 * circumftances of wretches that 

fubfift by rapine and violence ; 
and their falety, undillurbed 
tranquility, and exorbitant 
growing power, whofe lulls 
and vices are one continued 
outrage and moll glaring in- 


6 . a The taberna¬ 
cles of robbers prof- 
per, and they that 
provoke God are fe- 
cure : into whofe 
hand God bringeth 
abundantly. 


fult, upon all laws, whether 
divine or human s nay, do not 
thefe real objects of Heaven’s 
juft and terrible difpleafure, 
appear to enjoy an efpecial 
protection, and an extraordi¬ 
nary liberality and bounty ; 
even to have all their wants 
mod amply provided for, with¬ 
out their ever increasing the 
favour, or acknowledging the 
bleffing ? 


On 


* Job here may not only be defending himfelf, as a pious 
-end upright perfon, though a grievoufly aiflifted one, but 
indirectly hinting, that his friends had no great reafon to 
boaft of their merit and peculiar excellence, as manifeft 
by their riches and profperity ; for if thefe were the real 
diftinguilhing njarks of excellence, and of divine favour, 
fome of the'vileft of mankind had a higher degree thereof 
than they themfelves had. God provided better for their 
fecurity ; and, as it were, reached to them , placed in their 
<way t and filled their bands with, without their induflry or 
anxiety, a larger (hare of power and wealth. The lall claufe 
Scbultens interprets by a ftrong metaphor, qui adducit numen 
in manu fua . That is, who does not Jcem to be in God's band : 
but to have God in bis hand, and to difpofie of, deflate to, and 

domineer over his creator, and the laws of providence as he 
pleads, f 
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7. * But afk now 
the beafta, and they 
fhall teach thee; and 
the fowls of the air, 
and they fliall tell 
thee. 


On this important fubjeftSaci 
of an univerfal Providence, 7“ .. 
with what is, in faft, obferv-^ 0 XIU7 * 
able throughout the creation, 

I would refer you not only to 
men, but likewife to the in¬ 
ferior brutal world, and wing¬ 
ed tribes * their peculiar ia- 
gacity,furprifinginftinds, and 
moft regular procedure, afford 
the meaneft capacity real in- 
ftruftion and beneficial lec- 


8. Or fpeak to the 
y earth, and it fhall 
teach thee ; and the 
fifties of the fea fhall 
declare unto thee. 


tores. 

Nature’s various other pro- g 
duftions, and even the reptile 
race, with the fcaly inhabitants 
of the watery region, in their 
particular forms, and great di- 
verfity of clafles and ftations, 
impart knowledge. 

It 


* The fame particle is ufed here as chap. xi. 5, and SthuU 
tens thinks not without fome elegance and fmartnefs. Zophar 
fays, 'veularn, at enitnuero ; but truly, and indeed , or J eerily 
rwijb that God -u ould lpeuk y &c To which Job anfwcrs, 
*veulam , and <verily God does freak ; and he mu ft be to the 
laft degree indolent and lluj-id, who does not hear many 
excellent leflons, even in the language of the inferior cre¬ 
ation, To conned this palfage, if that be neceflary, with 
the former, Job is to be underilood principally of wild beajls 
and birds of prey , with the general devaftation that is made 
by one creature upon another in this carnivorous world ; 
wherein, not the moft hannlefs and inoftcnfive, but com¬ 
monly the moft rapacious, fierce and powerful, fare the beft. 

V Scbultens underftands, b y, earth, reutles , or i reefing things 
of the earth, and fuppofes included the whole round of 
creatures, or every thing that walks, Jlies. o-ee/s and ,us t 
heralds of the ftile, and proclaimed of the fnpveme ex¬ 
cellency, and infinite jurifdktion of the all-perfea fkmg., 
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Sect. 17. It is hardly poffible, that a 

reflecting thinking man, with 
Jo xu. 9 a u thefe teachers about him ; 

and from numberlefs demon- 


9. * Who know- 
eth not in all thefe, 
that the hand of the 
Lord hath wrought 
this l 5 


ftrative proofs, (hould be o- 
therwife than fully fatisfied; 
that the univerfe of exiftence 


is the unconftrained free pro- 
dudion of an intelligent and 
almighty Being, and wholly 
fubjed to his unbounded wide 
dominion. 


I0 That all thofe wonderful 
difplays of his power, and 
even the human fpecies them- 
felves, are, by the condition 
of their being, dependent on 
his fuftaining influences, and 
fubjed to certain laws of his 
providence and government ; 
life itfelf, whether the rational 
one of man, or animal of 
beaft, is absolutely at his dif- 
pofal j and it is impoflible 

they 


10. * In whofe 
hand is the foul of 
every living thing, 
and the breath of all 
mankind. 


* Some interpret, a vho knovjetb not all thefe things ? kc. 
others, in, by, and among all. Sec. And Cocceius reckons 
Job, at the fame time that he fpoke, pointed vAtb his band 
to the important object he was thus fublimely treating on. 

a The difference made in the paraphrafe, is not becaufe 
the terms ufed in the original neceffarily require it, for the 
word rendered foul, fometimes exprefles the vegetative life 
of plants and herbs ; and that interpreted breath , is applied 
to animal being ; but becaufe, whether it be fa dire&ly re- 
fered to here or not, there is that ought to he improved, 
and man’s mind ennobled with virtue, a cortfefled moft im¬ 
portant diftinftion, betwixt the fpirit and faculties of human 
beings, and the initinft of brutes. 



11. Doth not the 
ear try b words ? and 
the a\outhtaftc meat? 


12. With the an¬ 
cient is wifdom: and 
in length of days, un¬ 
demanding. 
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they fliould aft in opppfidon^cT. 17. 
to his exerted omnipotence ; 1 

or fo much as exift, unlefs he^° XU,I °* 
vouchfafe conftancly to fup- 
port them ; for in him they 
)ive % tnovty and have their being . 

Is not man formed with u 
natural fenfacions and alfo 
with intellectual powers ? Is 
not the food he lives upon 
firft rafted and relifhed, then 
eaten and digefted ? The like, 
as to fentiments and doftrines, 
whoever publishes them; muft 
not his moral judgment de¬ 
termine, by an impartial manly 
trial of their fitnefs and rea- 
fonablenefs, before he can pro¬ 
perly allent to, and confidently 
believe them ? 

Refpefting tradition and i 2 
the declarations of former 
ages, upon which you reft fo 
much, if it would any way 

ferve 


b Although millin frequently denotes words of courfe , or 
free unreferved conn/erfe % yet here it teems expreflive of the 
mejhalim , or proverbial fayings of the Hebrews , the amthalon t 
or fententious fimilts of the Arabs ; ftiled afterwards by the 
Pfalmijl, P/al. lxjcviii. i. Chi doth mitim kedom f ancient dark 
fayings , or oriental anigmas. In what high authority and 
profound veneration thefe were held, abundantly appears 
from this book, and other facred writings. Job deems in¬ 
clined to efteem them in proportion only to the inftruftion 
they contained ; to conftitute a manly and rational enquiry, 
ae the tell even for doftrines handed down from the fages 
of antiquity; and to eifablilh the invaluable right of private 
judgment. 
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Sect, ly.ferve your purpofe; and firft, 
'r 7 ~' / ~. — fuppofing that every man is to 
Jo Xu - 12 - exam i ne an( ] judge, I readily 

grant you, that the ancients 
were, many of them, wife and 
underftanding men ; and as 
they had a longer time for it, 
made a more confiderable pro¬ 
ficiency than .fome moderns ; 
and have left behind them 
many ufeful and valuable ob- 
fervations. But there is one 
infinitely above them. 


SECT. XVIII. 

Job declares his own rational and elevated fenti - 
merits, of the divine fupreme wifdom and omni¬ 
potence. He mentions a variety of inftances y 
which proclaimed aloud thefe glorious attributes ; 
and how remarkably they had humbled , and tri¬ 
umphed over all human underftanding y power and 
policy . ' Ver. 13, to the end. 


Sect. 18. 
Job xii.13. 


Job xii. 13. 

T H E capacities and abi¬ 
lities of all created in- 


J w 

w 


telligences 


Job xii. i 3. 

IT H him i$ 
c wifdom and 
ftrength 


. c The expreflions in the original are nervous and empha- 
tick ; and the flile plainly riles as was perfeftly proper it 
fhould do, in a preface or introdu&ion to a moA fublime 
defcription, how the greateA affairs of this fublunary world 
are managed, and the fortunes of mankind reverfed by the 
fovereign direction of an all-ruling Deity. W ifdom, Jirengtb, 

counfd 
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firength, he hath telligences are circumfcribedS*cT. 18. 
counfel and under- anc j bounded: in the grand ori- , T .r J 

gin and eternal fource of rea> ° X1I,I3 ‘ 
Ion and power, light and 
truth, there are eflential real 
perfections *, an inconceivable 
vigor, and enlarged boundlefs 
knowledge, adequate to that 
direction, and amazing va(l 
ad miniftration, which has for 


14. Behold, he d 
breaketh down, and 
k cannot be built 
again,■ he ftiutteth 
up a man, and there 
can be no opening. 


its immenfe objeCt the uni- 
verfe of being j even an om¬ 
nipotence which can inftantly 
execute whatever an unerring 
fupreme wifdom dictates. 

It is remarkable in his def- 14 
truCtions, that he applies, with 
a refiftlefs might, fuch defolat- 
ing inftruments as utterly Tub- • 
vert, and fo raze the very 

foundation. 


counfel and underjlandingy all are difplayed in their utmoft 
perfe&ion. The learned Scbultens obferves, that Job is not 
giving a general account of Providence ; but in the vicifli- 
tudes, mixtures, and wonderful revolutions of this earth, 
demonflrating direftly to his purpofe, that in this promif- 
cuous ftate of things, evil happened to the goody good to the 
evil : this interpretation is not without its difficulties ; for 
it may be hard to find in this difeourfe, an inttance of good 
happening to the evil ; the whole rather concerning evils and 
calamities, 

d Scbultens underftands this of a fudden ruin, and total fub - 
verfion of people, kingdoms, potentates, families, or pri¬ 
vate perfons, from the moil flourilhing condition ; and that 
Job had hi9 own cafe particularly in view. Whether it 
was really defigned for it or not, can a paflage more aptly 
peprefs the breaking down or burjling of clouds f and other 
preparatory circumllances for the general deluge •, and the 
latter claufe, the wonderful /hutting up of Noah in the ark f 
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Sact. i 8 . foundation, that there is no 

pofiibility of ever repairing or 
Jobx,, .' 3 Teftoring. Further, it is In 

fo inferutable and wonderful 
a manner he confines or im- 
prifons a perfon, that he 
has no imaginable way or 
chance for releafe or redemp¬ 
tion. 

15 It is again obfervable, that 
he prohibits or reftrains the 
necefiary element of water, 
and an abfolute fcarcity and 
famine enfue : alfo he dif- 
patches it from his exhauftlefs 

ftores. 


15. Behold • he 

withholdeth the wa¬ 
ters and they dry up; 
alfo he fendeth them 
out, and they over¬ 
turn the earth. 


e Th is may be interpreted of excejjtve local droughty And 
the latter of a partial violent inundation . And Scbultens ob- 
ferves, that if it be utiderftood as referring to the general 
deluge t it is hardly to Job's purpofe, for there the good and 
evil were diftinguiihed. But the learned author hath not 
lhewn that this was Job's purpofe : as has before been ob- 
ferved, evil events and calamities are only mentioned through¬ 
out the difeourfe. His immediate view appears to be* 
proving that he was a perfeQ and upright tnan, not an hypo¬ 
crite , though a grievous fufferer in the hand of Providence : 
and in this view, with all proper fubmiflion, nothing could 
be more di redly to his purpofe, than reafonirig from a fe- 
ries of calamitous faSs, ill which the moft righteous of man¬ 
kind could not avoid being involved, equally as people of a 
quite different character : and this feems to be the drift and 
main fcope of his reafoning. On this head the late Bi/hop 
Sherlock has obferved, in his dtjjertation on the fenfe of the 
ancients upon the fall . “ That if the book of Job has all 

4i the appearance that can arife from internal characters, 
“ that it was written before any of the books of Mofes , 
“ may we not fuppofe, that an allufion is made to the def- 
“ truftion of the world by an univerfal deluge, which by 
“ tradition had been delivered down from one age to 
* another ? 9 \ 





ifi. With him is 
ftrength and wif- 
dom ; 1 the deceived 
ami the deceiver are 

hlS. 
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(lores, and the impetuous tor- SE cT. 
rents fpeedily obey, and lay)T 
the earth under a prevailing^ 0 X11 *' 5 
inundation, or utterly deftroy 
it with a mod dreadful uni- 
verfal deluge. 

Beyond all controverfy, it 16 
is an unparalleled and mod 
aftonifhing power and wif- 
dom, that the great unfearch- 
able God in perfection poflef- 
fes. The infidious vile tempter 
and feducer, and the fimple, 
undefigning, unguarded man, 
who fuffers by his wily arts } 
he alike infifts upon as his 
property, and overrules to 
ferve his purpofes. 


He 


* The deceived and the deceiver : it is added , ,c if nothing 
44 nior** is meant by this, but that the cunning man , as well 
* 4 as the weak man, is under the power of God, it is an ob- 
“ (ervation that needed not to have been prefaced with an 
%i exprefs declaration of God’s great voifdom and power j 
41 nor Ihould it be placed as it is, among the greateft works 
of Providence, the creation of the world ; the deftroying 
“ it by a flood ; the fettling and enlarging the nations of 
the earth, and ftraitning them again. In the midft of thefe 
'* great accounts of Providence ftands this obfervation, the 
* t deceived and the deceiver are his . This therefore mult be 
“ fomething relating to the general condition of mankind, 
* and muft be underftood to be an inftance of God’s pro- 
“ vidence, in the great affairs of the world : and for this 
“ rcafon it is very probable, that the words were meant of 
4 ‘ the fill of man through the cunning of the tempter. 
•' He appals likewife as having the fame view, to ch . xxvi. 

13. viz. By his fpirit he hath gamijbed the heavens , hit 
n hand lath formed the crooked ferpent 
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Sect. 18. He is fo far from intruding 
l T ~T r .\ ~ events in the hands of date!- 

Jobxn.i7. iL- c c 

men, that he interpoies ire* 

quently, and infatuates the 
moft deliberate counfels of the 
abled of them : even their 
bed concerted meafures by in¬ 
tervening accidents, he ren¬ 
ders fubverfive of the ends 
they aimed at. And the very 
reverfe of that judgment and 
exad prudence, which is ex¬ 
pected from prefidents in courts 
of judicature, oftentimes ap¬ 
pears in the precipitancy and 
extreme dupidity of the fen- 
tences of judges. 

18 Human wifdom is preca¬ 
rious, and likewife unfettled 
and tottering things are the 
thrones of kings : tor he di- 

veds 


17. He Ieadeth 
counsellors away s 
fpoiled, and maketh 
the judges fools. 


18. He loofeth 
the h bonds of kings, 
and girdeth their 
loins with a girdle. 


6 Ckappeh'-w interprets this, by comparing with Ifai. lix. 
15 , foolijh or mad : and the original properly fignifying to 
flrip> as when a man’s clothes are fripeed ojf y Mich. i. 8. — 
The meaning is moft probably, that the wjfeft politicians, 
who lay their fcherr.es the deepcft, arc defeated , or outwit 
themfehes ; and tliofe who have a prefcribedpattern , or model , 
to proceed upon, even judges deviate from it y dijj'olve all 
obligations y and expofe and profane the law, by the moft noto¬ 
rious deviations from, or violations of its plaineft ftatutes. 

h This feems to allude to fome particular royal veftmenty 
perhaps coronation fajh y or golden brilliant girdle y which ap¬ 
pertained to thofc long flowing robes, wherewith the eaftern 
monaichs were adorned. And the other, that meaner girdle , 
or common lclt y with which travellers ufually tucked up their 
loofe garments for journies, or fervants for their menial 
offices. 'J he meaning, as exprefled in the paraphrafe, is* 
that he weaken?tb their Jlrength y and humbletb their pride . 



tg t He leadeth 1 
princes away fpoikd, 
and overthroweththe 
k mighty. 


20. He removeth 

the fpeech of the 1 
trufty, and taketh a- 
way the underftand- 
ing of the aged. 
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verts the moft illnftrious po- SE CT,i$. 
tentates of all their magni- 

r , , , ° Jobxn.iSrf 

ncence, and reduces them to 
the abjeft condition of bond¬ 
age or fervitude. 

The minifters of religion, \g 
and mott facred and impor¬ 
tant of characters, are not 
fpared y but frequently in¬ 
volved in general calamities. 

And perfonages of the firft 
rank and quality, humbled to 
the lowed condition of fer- 
vile dependance, or defpicabk 
fordid indigence. 

He has filenced thofe, who 20 
employed the organs of fpeech 
to the belt: purpofes $ and ne¬ 
ver opened their lips, but with 
the cleared expreflions, and 
the folided arguments in fa- 


1 Schultens interprets, very juftly, principal perfects 

of the ecclefiufhcal order , as Melchtzedek was Melee 9 king of 
Salem and Cohen , priefe of the moji high God. Gen % xiv. 18. 

k Efhantm , or, in the Arabic y Atbincnvn , or Atzilo'ivn, 
feenis to denote perfonages of a noble birth and parentage , as 
derived from the Arabic , JfV, perenni *vena fuxit . The 
fenle is, that men elevated to the utmoft height of dignity 
and fplcndor, have met with the moil precipitate and dread¬ 
ful downfals. 

1 7 ru/iy kems to denote men extremely capable of ad- 
viiing ; and oi inviolable veracity and fmcerity to do it 
faithfully ; and by fpeech armed With eloquence and argument 
to repreient and enforce it ; they become utterly incapable,, 
or hill into entire contempt: and the aged themlelves, whofe 
expci ience ihey fo much revered, have loft their ta yam 9 
tajU, knowledge, reafen t Jenfe or judgment . „ 


VoL. I. 


N 


voutf 



A Paraphrase on the 

* 

Sect. 18. vour of truth and virtue : and 

« 

has made the organs, or the 
jo X11#2 °* faculties of the venerable for 

age and experience, fo re¬ 
markably fail and decay; that 
they miftook, forgot, trifled,. 
and little differed from infants 
or idiots. 

2 i He hath brought publick 
difgrace upon the moll popu¬ 
lar characters ; upon perfons 
advanced to the highert ports 
of authority : and eminently 
deferving of them, by being 
difintererted and generous be¬ 
nefactors to mankind. And 
hath reduced and greatly em- 
barrafied thofe who fully be¬ 
lieved their ftrength invinci¬ 
ble, or their immenfe fortunes 
importable to be exhaufted. 

He 


21. He poureth 
contempt upon m 
princes, and weak- 
eneth the ftrength of 
the n mighty. 


•4 


m Princes, mdibhn, from to be naturally bountiful, and, 

of mens own accord, liberal and generous. Men of a noble and 
princely fpifit, dijiingnijhedfor their munificence, for a difinterejied 
and uninjerfal benevolence, ornaments of human nature, and truly 
the excellent of the earth : even they have felt the jealoufies 
of capricious fortune, and fallen a facrifice to that fickle 
changing- populace, whom nothing ever long pleafed. 

n The mighty, apbikim , from the radix fignifying, by 

a flrong refolution to command or conjirain them (elves. To hold 
in by force, as the channel the impetuous fwelling ftreams. 
Thus a beautiful contraft appears in the expreifions : the 
former, liberally dealt out , the atter, relolutely kept in. One, 
not without views popularity ; at leaft a growing fame 
might hence have been expeded : but hemeets with igno¬ 
miny and contempt The other, to be effectually fecured 
and defended ; and he proves weak, expofed, and van- 
quifhed. ■ 
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22, He difcover- 
eth deep things out 
of darknefs, and 
bringeth out to light 
the fliadow of death. 


*79 


He revealeth in the open Sect. ig. 
light of meridian blazingd<iy, T .. 
myfterious referved' menV Q xu,2 *‘ 
deepetl intrigues, and aunt 
iecret recedes. Gloomy dark¬ 
nefs, the covert of death, or 


23. He increafeth 
the nations, and de- 
ftroyeth them ; he 
enlargeth the na¬ 
tions, and flraitneth 
them again. 


the grand abyls, are all bright- 
nefs and illumination when he 

His bleflings of peace, 23 
health, and plenty, g r eatly 
multiply nations : his judg¬ 
ments of war, peftiJence and 
famine, foon reduce their 
numbers. The union and 
harmony which he promotes, 
both enlarge their territories, 
and defend their tranquility : 
their jealoufies, difcords and 
divifions, which he fuffers, 
impair their ftrength, and 
contivft their boundaries. 



24. He taketh a- 
way the heart of the 
chief of the people 
of the earth, and 
caufeth them to wan¬ 
der in a' 1 wildernefs 
r.where there is no way. 


He brings into the lowed: 24 
contempt, th' moft exalted 
and import nc Rations and 

t 

comtnifJionaj by lodt/im.'them 

j c r «._* 

in hands which arc: utterly def- 
titutc of ability or integrity 
N 2 conduit 


° % Pcters very juilly obferves, that does' not propedy 
fignify a wiUernefs , but confufion ; and is the very word 
ufed Gen. i. ?, to exprefs the chaos before the world wa 9 
brought into form. A metaphorical expreflion for being be¬ 
wildered. Moreover, the wandering of the Ifraelites was 
that of a 'ivho/e people; this is only of the chief of the people. 
Crit . Di£\ 4 to, p, 32. 


/ 



l8o 
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Sect. i 6.conduct them ; or by wholly 
* diveftin^ governors of provin- 

■Jobxu 24 3 3 , c r - r 

ces, or generals or armies or 


wiidom, courage and fidelity. 
As a traveller who has lofi: his 


way, they appear bewildered, 
and greatly perplexed. 

25 By means of ill formed de- 
figns and unfettled refolu- 
tions, their enterprizes inevi¬ 
tably mifcarry; and all affairs 
they fhould manage, are in 
the utmofl: diforder and con- 


fufion : As the dizzy reeling 
drunkard, they (tumble and 
blunder, from one abfurdity, 
danger and difafter, to an¬ 
other. 


2;.They grope in 
the dark p without 

1 

light ; and he mak- 
eth them to dagger 
like a drunken man. 


p Without light , Schultens interprets, very properly, quod 
nihil minus ejl quarn tux , homo et non jDeus. Ifai. xxx. 3. Caro 
et non fpiritus y nihil minus quam Deus, nihil minus quam jpi - 
ritus ; nothing lefs than light , or as it has been itiled, palpable , 
horrible darkue/s. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. SECT. XIX. 


Job again requefts to be heard before a moft juft and 
equal God. He taxes his friends with a crimi¬ 
nal partiality and infamous prevarication . Under 
pretence of vindicating the ways of God and Pro• 
vidence, they aferibed to him what was utterly 
unworthy of him \ and thereby , he ajfures them y 
very juftly incurred his high difpleafure. He 
counfels them to be /ilent, that they may not ap¬ 
pear entirely contemptible : and adds , as to him - 
felfy that , whatever was the confequence , he fhould 
fupport his character for integrity , and moft 
pioufty and ftedfaftly truft and hope for the divine 
acceptance . Ver. i—17, 


Job xiii. I. 

L O mineeyehath 
feen all ibis , 
mine ear hath heard 
and underftood it. 


z. What ye know, 
the hvfic do l know 
alfo ■ ! am not in¬ 
ferior unto you. 


Job xiii. 1. 

\T 7 Hatever you would Se 
\\ furmife, I have not 
been an inattentive fpeftator*^ 
of the various events of Pro¬ 
vidence, and numberlefs im¬ 
portant viciflitudes in human 
affairs : nor am I unftudied 
in the invaluable knowledge 
of pad ages. 

You cannot in thefe refpefts 2 
avail yourfelves, or make out 
the lead advantage you have 
gained over me. If I be not 
fuperior to you, I will be bold 
to fay, I am your equal, and 
N 3 have 
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Sect. 19,have no occafion to fubmit to 
l — v— your authority and diet ires. 
Job xiii.3. In truth you can neither in¬ 
form nor convince me * and 
you teem to defy all my en¬ 
deavours to do it on your 
part : I fhould fincerely ef- 
teem it the created hippinefs, 
molt humbly to addrels al¬ 
mighty God •, and appear at 
the bar of perfeft reVon and 
equity to argue my own prin¬ 
ciples, and better underttand 
the nature and views of the 
difpenfations of his Provi¬ 
dence. 

4 As for your parts, you per- 
verfely miftake the queftion, 

and 


3. Surely I would 
fpeak to the Almigh¬ 
ty, and 1 defire to * 

reafon with God. 


4. But ye are'for¬ 
gers of Ues, ye are 

all 


4 From r\y> to fevn, or prove by reafon, that a thing is, 
or is rot fo : tv plead , in order to clear a man s jelf: to refute 
falje charges-, or confute and dijprove JalJe and jlanderous lan• 
guage. And it may be aiked, where was the great impiety 
of job's wifhing to defend his integrity before his impartial 
Maker, lince he could not do it before partial men to their 
fatisfatfion ; though he was fully conscious thereof in his 
own mind £ 

1 Schullers underflands this of plaiferers or painters , and 
the expeffion to denote the labour and ftudy wherewith Job's 
friends endeavoured to \ repnre their difeo rfes, bsD %■ 
rifles to fc’v together, or to joint , as carpenters do their 
woik. if c.Tx 61, it is tranliated as in the text, to forge j 
and cgi mealed with a ^' e - — The meaning feems to 

be, cither joining a maliciiu \ JaljkocJ, and fcanaalous aSiion 
to a fetjou : or, Jetting a fries cj thefe together , in order to 
blacken h<m. — Thus Job xiv. 17. Thai Icnxejl up, or joinejl 
Uf'Oi mine iuicuity, or fuidjlment ; i. e. then joinefi puntjhment 
to pU'Ufhment, cr j offering to J offering. And the latter claufe 
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i 8$ 


all phyficians of no 
value. 


O that you 
would 8 altogether 
hold your peace, and 
it /hould be vour 

9 

wifdom. 


6. Hear now my 
rcalbning,andheark- 
cn to the pleadings 
of my lips. 


and only contrive , to defend Sect. 19. 
your own falfhoods and mif- — 
reprefentations ; you are wil-^ ob * lll, 4 * 
fully and fcandaloufly igno¬ 
rant of the very cafe, for which 
you boldly pretend to preferibe 
remedies. 

1 would honeftly recom- 5 
mend to you perfect filence : 
neither have you any other 
chance to be ever hereafter 
deemed wife; or not reckoned 
defpicably foolifh, if you pre¬ 
fume to open your lips, in mat¬ 
ters where you have plainly fo 
little knowledge. 

Hearken to the admoni- 6 
tions your difcourles challenge 
from me : and now I am re¬ 
fuming the argument, and 
giving a farther Hate of the 
cafe, do you clofely attend, 
and freely and impartially ex¬ 


amine. 


N 4 


You 


is literally — phyficians , empyricks, rephaims , ancient giants, 
dead bodies, mummies [for thefe different fenfes the word is 
tiled in] — all of you — meer nothings. 

s j acendo taceretis a common Hebraifm to give energy to , or 
expreis tic certainty of jo me thing . The phrafe is like Jnt oF 
ho'omon fro'V. xvii. 28. E<ven a fool when he ho last r> A* j 
is connttd wife. See, And as Socrates advned, L.querc 
ad : ut lognojeam te. Job wifhes them to refrainjpeaa n - 

that they mi»bt not be known* 
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Sect. 19. You profefs to efpoufe the 
1 ’.T^^aule of God ; but do the 

XI1I, 7- wa y S 0 f hj s providence ftand 
in need of rafh and unjuft cen- 

fures to vindicate them ? Out 

■ 

of zeal for his honour, mu ft 
you make me a wicked man 
and an hypocrite, and utterly 
fubvert all reafon, truth and 
jullice ? WHat is this but e- 
quivocatingSwith your own 
hearrs, and in behalf of God, 
fpeaking flagrant untruths of 
your friend ? 

8 He is furely above all, but 
is he therefore the object of 
vicious favour and partial af¬ 
fection ? 


7. 1 Will you fpeak 
wickedly for God ? 
and talk deceitfully 
for him ? 


8 , Will ye accept 
his perfon ? will ye 

u contend for God I 


* They did not convince or refute , but correfl , cenfure and 
reproach. The terms feem forenfick, and imply that thole 
who declaimed and endeavoured to procure them, or thofe 
\yl)o pafl'ed fcutcnces, were influenced by the power and 
wealth, or the acquaintance and friendlhip of one party, 
to the prejudice and injury of another. This paflage con¬ 
tains jult and excellent morals. The learned in the law 
furely want not to be reminded by this book, to look ftedfafily 
at the merits of things : bjt the bigotted religious of all 
denominations do : and fhould, night and day, ftudy this 
paJfage, to put an end to their uncharitable ce>jures y and but 
too epidemical lying in the name of the Lord : their reckoning 
the miferies of men, of a different party, divine judgments j 
and, in [hon,juf morals of principle and pradice, as hardly 
to be allowed a place in an orthodox creeds or common benefit 

of the clergy. 

u Heath takes this for a judicial term , and to denote putting 
(he Jentence in execution^ from the ufe of the word Judg. vi. 
g 1 , if he be a God let him execute vengeance for himfelf : i. e, 
let him frike him dead who hath coji down his altar . If fob 
was really apprehenfive, to this degree, from his friends, 
he is furely excufable for a mod vigorous defence of himfelf. 



9- 1 Ts it good that 
he ihould fcarch you 
out ? or as one man 
'mocketh another, do 
ye fo mock him*? 


10. He will furely 
reprove you, if ye 
do fecretly accept 
perfons. 


11. Shall not his 
excellency make you 
afraid ? and his dread 
fall heavy upon you. 
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fcCtion ? whether right otSe. 
wrong in itfelf, and according ^ 
to the jlifted meafures, does a J 
thing’s being on the tide of 
God make it fair and equal ? 
or do you come out of regard 
to him, previoufly relolved to 
accufe and condemn me, whe¬ 
ther I am innocent or guilty. 

Is not this a real indignity 9 
to the Almighty ? and may it 
not be fuch a fault as, you 
have too much reafon to fear, 
may one time or other be 
ftriCtly enquired into, and 
draw down his fevere chaftife- 
ments on your own heads ? 

It will undoubtedly prove 10 
a very high offence and pro¬ 
vocation, for which he will 
infliCt upon you heavy judg¬ 
ments, if you, however fe¬ 
cretly and in concert, judge 
thus rafhly and unjuftly, even 
for him, or in vindication of 
his ways. 

You will tremble when he n 
difplays the perfection of his 
juftice, and the glory and ter¬ 
ror of that throne he hath 

ereCted 


* Schultens renders, an bonum erit, quum difeutiet wo* 

bi/cum : will it appear fitting and right when he Jhall difeufs 
or examine with you ? The paraphrafe of this, and of one 
or two of the following verfes, is, in part, taken from 
Peters. 
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Sect. iQ.ere&ed for difpenfing ic. His 
**— frowns', and marks of his high 
Job xiii. difplcalure, which fhould have 

deterred, will fall intolerably 
heavy, and force you moft bit¬ 
terly to lament it, rhat you 
ever affed this part, or thus 
derrogated from the equity of 
the divine adminiftration. 

I2 Your qjifwers taken from 
ob'ervacioft and antiquity, for 
which you depend on your 
memories, are fpeeches of no 
value. And in point of rea- 

foning 


12, ry 0 or remem¬ 
brances are like unto 
allies, your bodies to 
bodies of clay. 


y Schu/tens renders, your memorials even a breath of wind 
will dfurb and difperfe, as if they were written in ajhes and 
like them : and your backs ate backs of clay, which of their 
own accord are ready to flow abroad or fall in pieces . The 
Vulgate has it, et redigentur in hitum cervices vefra. The 
word 33 not only ugnities, as Peters has obferved, the back 
and jboulders of a man, but in general, the prominent part of 
any thing, and therefore is put'lor the bofs of a buckler, Job 
xv. 26. If we iiippofe the bofjes were put for the bucklers, 
this likewile will afford a good fenfe, viz. your bucklers are 
[like] to bucklers of clay ; —that is, your defenfive weapons, 
or arguments, are weak , or as wreiUers in their exercifes, 
you are thrown on your lacks . Some translate your eminencies 
are eminences of clay, and Madge fuppoles 33 to be the fame 
with (Jabhatha. A raifed place in a court of juftice, where tbi 
judges food and abfolvcd or condemned\ and the meaning to be, 
will not ail your grandeurs and tribunals, which you now look 
fo big upon, and from whence you now pronounce Juch pe¬ 
remptory /eu fences, for ink down into mecr duf and afbes before 
Cod, when he jhall raife himielf to lay open your fecret prevari¬ 
cation ? !n this is concealed, he adds, a fecret hint of what 
in faft ha. pened, when God appeared in the winding up 
of the a Cur. By memorials he underftands that by which a 
pet fon is talked of new , and remembered hereafter: i. e, bis 
name and title . 



13. Hold your 
peace, let me alone 
that I may fpeak, and 
let come 011 me what 

will. 


14. * Wherefore 
do I take my flefli 

in 
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Toning and argument you are Sect. 19. 
fairly baffled. — 

Again, therefore I beg you fob xiiu 
to be filent, nugatory haran- * 3 * 
gues are not fukable to thefe 
important matters ; and my 
honour is concerned, and cha¬ 
racter injured, by your at¬ 
tempts to treat on what you 
do not underftand. I fhall 
declare nothing relative to the 
difpenfations of Providence, 
but What truly proceeds front 
the incorruptnefs anddntegrity 
of my heart; and am not, 
and furely you need not be, in 
pain about confequences. 

You afk me, why I fhould 14 
confid'er my cafe as thus re- 

medilefs 


T Thcfc are reckoned proverbial expreflions for one that 
fjtires not, but expofes his life to the greateft danger. Schul - 
tfus interprets, at all events, and whatever further evil of 
i'j.is or mind jhall he infidied on me, it is my determined re fo¬ 
il* lion to report my cafe to the Almighty , and in his ^pretence de¬ 
nt on (l rate my innocence. The paraphrafe, which is from Pe¬ 
ters, feems to exprefs Job's meaning : to put a man’s life 
in his hand ; or, literallv, in the hollow of his hand, is an 
idiom that is well underftood, and often applied to the mi¬ 
litary llation i and probably, to take , or take up his fiejh in 
i s teeth, may have a fimilar meaning ; and both be expref- 
five of an extremity of danger or diftrefs. As a wild beaft 
rouled from his den by hunters, flies with what prey he 
can carry within his jaws : or as other animals run away 
with fpoil they have gotten in their mouths , till they find a 
conv enient place to devour it. Chappelow thinks, beginning 
the 14tli verfe with the quick repetition of j“|Q as the 
1 3th ends, adds great beauty to the text: let come on me what 
r ie ill — what will I take , 
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Sect. i9»medilcfs and defperate : fay- 

% rT^ 7 T~'ing > why fhould you be thus 
jo xni. q qw tQ £ e ]j eve ^ that God will 

deliver you out of your trou¬ 
bles ? This looks as if you 
were confcious of fome wick- 
ednefs, that rendered you un¬ 
worthy of fuch a deliverance. 
To which I anfwer, no ! it is 
not the want of a due hope 
or truft in God, occafioned 
by any wickednefs I am con¬ 
fcious of, that makes me thus 
defpair of my condition. 

15 In all probability, he will 
very fhortly deprive me of 
life ; neither have I the lead 
ground to hope for any other 
relief, but by death, from thefe 
miferies: dill upon other con- 
fiderations, I do both truft in 
God, and am in the higheft 
degree folicitous to fupport 
my character, and aflert mine 
integrity in his prefence, and 
to his approbation. 

Becaufe 


in my teeth, and put 
my life in mine hand? 


15. a Though he 
flay me, yet will I 
truft in him : but I 
will maintain mine 
own ways before him. 


a There is another reading taken notice of, by the above 
author, which the original will bear, amounting pretty much 
to the fame ; lo, he will kill; 1 will not hope : never thelefs 1 
will argue my own ways, or plead my own caufe before him . 
He afro Jcall be my fciv at ion, for an hypocrite pall not come be¬ 
fore him. He would truft in him both in life and death. 
See Crit . 1 f. p 78. 

Ac ochiach , but 1 will maintain : or rather, as Chappelawj 
obferves, only let me maintain . 
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16. b He alfo (hall 
be my falvation : for 
an hypocrite (hall not 
come before him. 


Becaufefrom his judgment, Sect. 19. 
which will doubtlefs-be favou- VrpcT" J 
rable to fincerity, I hope, and X1U ' 
fully depend for the nobleft 


happinefs of eternal falvation 
— but were I a difiembler. 


and pretender only, to piety 
and virtue, without any truth 
and reality, 1 could have no 
reafonable foundation for fuch 


exalted hopes : for a falfe man 
and vile hypocrite, I am cer¬ 
tain, can never bear his pre¬ 
fence. 


b Gam bu t he alfoy or, as the above author obferves, etiam 
hoc tp/um : even this very circumfance ; the maintaining my 
oivn T.vayj, and having prefervtd my virtue , jhall be my falva¬ 
tion : for an hypocrite Jhall not come before him ; i. e. (hall not 
have this priviledge granted him ; (hall not be able to do it 
without horror ; whenever he does it, (hall have a fentence 
of condemnation. This text extorts from Schultens> who, 
in common, thews no partiality to Job , an excellent caution, 
and noble exclamation. “ Beware, fays he, of making 
“ that the voice of defperation, which declares the man’s 
vital and immoveable hope. And, oh the incredible 
“ force of innocence, which in (pi res with fuch confidence !’* 
It feems hardly poifible to put any rational interpretation 
upon this, and many other paifages, without iuppofing Job 
molt firmly periuaded of another life ; and as his happinefs 
or milery in that life, appeared to depend on what he afted 
in this; it cannot be wondered at, that he (hould be anxioufly 
folicitous, both to maintain his integrity, and vindicate his 
character. 1 or antiquity will fenree defend the hypothefis, 
that Job was actually upon a formal trial of his morals, from 
his circumitances for life or death. Though it mutt be 
owned to have a ftronger face of probability, than moft 
other hypothetic!; explanations of this work. And the 
nearer app:.niches are made to the originals of things, the 
juitvT appear their ideas, and the higher their regard to virtua 
and morals. 
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Sect* 19. fence, nor appear before his 
v r7 v Tr fupreme tribunal, without hor- 
{° 6 b A1U ‘ ror and confufion. 


SECT* XX. 


Job again earneftly intreats his mijlaken friends to 
attend and examine . He ajferts his integrity , 

and that upcn the equitable candid trial which 
he dcfired , it would be abundantly manifejl: but 
if it appeared that he was guilty as to the crimes 
they bad charged him with , he was not unwilling 
to fuffer the greatejl punijhments. He requejls to 
be only exempt from prefent pain and all appre ■ 
henfive fear ; and then to be heard before the 
Almighty . He farther expojlulates , and, in ten - 

der moving exprejfions , laments his deplorable dr - 
cumjlances . Ver. 17^ to the end. 


Sect. 20. 



Job xiii. 17. 


W HAT I am going to 

declare proceeds from 
the integrity of my heart, and 
the fulleft conviction that it is 


both juft and right in itfelf, 
and of the utmoft importance 
for you to hear : therefore I 
defire you moft diligently to 
attend to, and be deeply im- 
prcfled with it. ' 

18 My manner of expreffion 
(hall not be more open and 
ynreferved, than my argu 
ments deliberately confidered, 

founded 


Job xiii. 17. 


H EAR diligently 
my fpeech, and 


iny declarations with 


your ears. 


18. Behold now I 
have ordered my 
caufe ; 1 know that 
I fhall be j unified. 




19- e Who is he 
that will plead with 
me ? for now if I 
hold my tongue, I 
fhall give up the 
ghofl. 


i 
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Job xiii. 

18. 


l 9 


Founded in truth and reafon, SEC T. zo. 
and ranged in due order. So 
that I promife myfelf a full 
acquittal from every the lead 
criminal charge, in the ver- 
ditt of all impartial upright 
perfons. 

I am bold to challenge any 
unprejudiced thinking man, 
let him be ever fo powerful, 
and, in other refpcds, formi¬ 
dable, to appear mine anta- 
gonift in this : and, I do not 
doubt, foon convincing him 
that my grievous calamities 
are not the deferved punifh- 
ments of aggravated wick- 
ednefs. It is impofiible I 

fhould 


e Schultens interprets, f quis Jit, qui me reum agere poffit, Ji 
•vel ipfe Dens , ab hoc ip/o momenta memet tradam filentio, in eoque 
abjefia omni deftnfionc met expirabo : i. e. If any one proves me 
guilty, even the Almighty himfelf \ from this moment 1 deliver up 
myfelf' to filence, and, in that condition, abandoning all further 
vindication, nvill expire. Literally it is, <ivbo is he veill plead, 
litigate , contefi voith me ? jane nunc , verily novj I Jhall hold 
my peace , and Jhall give up the ghoft . The meaning feems 
to be, that the affair fhould quickly be difpatched, for he 
was hafting to the higheft tribunal : and he was greatly 
concerned, with all expedition, both to clear his character 
before men, and be prepared to appear before the high 
God. Perhaps the two things which moft engaged his 
thoughts were, one of them, the removal of his ajfidions , 
in order to fatisfy his friends of his integrity —- which no¬ 
thing limit of that would do : the other, that he might 
have no ground to apprehend the return of them . Moreover, 
fome would add, that his heart and mind might be fo 
compofcd and fortified, entirely good and virtuous, that he 
could be able to fupport the divine prefence, and (land the 
teft of his folenm judgment. 
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* 9 - 
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Sect. 2 o.fhould be confident with my- 

felf, and refule giving fatis- 
fadion ^ or, during the (hort 
time I have to live, be filent 
upon this head, before any 
tribunal. You may, if you 
pleafe, fuppofe me already 
expired, and (landing before 
the Supreme One. 

Even there, and, O thou 
truly proper Arbiter and mod 
righteous Judge, in thy mod 
glorious prefence, indulge thy 
faithful fervant only in two 
requeds *, and I have not fo 
departed from my rank in the 
creation, nor degraded my ra¬ 
tional nature, that I fhould 
avoid, or fhrink fiom the mod 
equal, folemn, and unalterable 
determination. 

One is, that thou vvouldd 
be plcafed to defid from cor- 

refting. 


21 


20 . Only do not 
two things unto me : 
then will I not d hide 
myfelf from thee. 


2i. e Withdraw 
thine hand far from 

me : 


J Literally, a fade tua non abfeondar, that is, be i vouldnot 
abfeond, or bide himfelf from the prefence even of the Al¬ 
mighty. As it is recorded the firj] man did, after his tra/f- 
grejjion ; to which this may, not improbably, be an alluiion. 

c Neither his band, vor his dread, the one to opprefs, the 
other to terrify. His hand, or, literally, the palm and hol¬ 
low of his hand, wherewith he had [mitten him, and which 
had given occafion to many uncharitable fumbles and heavy 
cenfures. And his terror , as a Being perfectly acquainted 
with all his frailties, and armed with omnipotence moll 
dreadfully to refent them, to bring on a return of his mi- 
feries, and increafe them to what degree he plealed. Whe¬ 
ther it be the fenfe of the pa/Tage or not, there is certainly 

, fomethingf. 



me : and let not thy 
dread make me a* 
fraid. 


22 , f Then call 
thou and I will an* 
fwer ; Or let me 
fpeak, and anfwer 
thou me. 
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refling, and throw at the$ fi cT. 20. 
greateft diftance this burthen 
of mifery, which lies extreme 
heavy upon my body, mind, 
and character. Further, re¬ 
lieve me from all terrible ap- 
prehenfions, as to the future, 
on account of thy perfeft purity 
and tranfcendent glory, and 
my own manifold infirmities. 

If I may be fo happy as to 2 a 
obtain thefe favours, which I 
hope are not too great for me 
humbly to intreat; in fpite of 
all my friend’s allegations, I 
can clear my reputation, and 
defend my pi/ nciples. O thou 
infallible Difcerner, refpefling 
my righteoufnefs and finceri- 
ty, as is agreeable to thy good 
pleafure, make the ftriftelt in- 
quifition, or permit me to de- 


fomething affe&ing and awful in the fentiment, even to the 
moll virtuous of mankind, of a divine nemefes y and mod glo¬ 
rious prefence ; enough, perhaps, to damp and overfet the 
firmeft mind, if the fame illuflrious Being, who is to inter¬ 
rogate, did not likewife fupport , Jhade his Jplendor % and Jhenjo 
mercy. And it was only integrity , not innocence , that Job 
pretended to. 

f Thefe feem to be forenfick terms, whofe dejign and oh - 
vious meaning is to be fhewed ; not a fimile ever interpreted 
and tortured to agree, in all refpefls , with the fubjett it is 
brought to illullrate, only in one material circumfiance ; much 
lefs is it to be fuppofed, that Job did not exprefs hinifelf 
with the utmoll decorum and reverence refpefting an infi¬ 
nite Being. 


VOL. I. 


o 


clare 
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Sect. 20. clare how I have both a&ed 



and fuffered on this earthly 
ftage. 

And let me only know 
what prevarication, hypocri- 
fy, or habitual prefunnptuous 
tranfgreflion I am guilty of; 
why 1 am thus treated ; that 

mv 


2 j. s How many 
are mine iniquities 
and my fins ? Make 
me to know my 
tranfgreflion and my 
fin. 


z Chappelous diftinguiflies the meaning of the words into 
crooked ways, mijlakes t and contumacy ; and feems to fuppofe 
a fimilar gradation with that Leu . xvi. 21. — Iniquities , 
peruerfe and crooked mays — tranfgreJJions y their prevaricating 
and contumacious offences — and Jins , all their errors and 
failings . 

Peters , from whom part of the paraphrafe of this and the 
following verfe is taken, obferves : they mult never have 
ftudied thefe admirable remains of antiquity, not to fee in¬ 
numerable beauties, paintings of genuine nature, and oc- 
cafions to fet the higheft value on it. — The good man is in 
the depths of mifery, innocently finking under the weight 
- of pain and grief; and what human heart ever exprelfed 
this with more of real unblameable nature, which cannot 
be ftoically eafy in fuch circumftances, and with Iefs impa¬ 
tience. If any one (hould reckon this expostulation fome- 
thing faulty, and unbecoming that awful diftance which 
Ihould be obferved betwixt a creature and his Creator ; yet 
it is very much alleviated by thofe exprefiions of humility and 
felf-abafement, which immediately precede and follow it. 

For if it be a rule of equity to put the beft conltruction 
upon words and things that they will bear, job feems, in 
the firfl: part, to wilh that God would difeover to him the 
particular fins, if any, for which he thus afHidlcd, V. In 
the fecond, the exceptionable part, he feems, neverthclefs, 
to account it the greatest of his calamities, that God ihould 
hide h is face, £sfV. In the Lift part, he confe/Tes his own 
meannefs, or rather nothingnefs, in comparifcn of God ; 
and that in a manner fo ingenuous and fimple, as to Ihew 
that his complaints, however paflionate and moving, had but 
a fmall mixture (fori mud not venture to fay ner.j) of pride 
and flubbornnefs at the bottom of them. Crit. Dff. 4 to. 

P • 5 2 * 



24* Wherefore h 
hideft thou thy face, 
and holdeft me for 
thine enemy ? 


m 


book of J o li¬ 
my juft charadier, which, to Sect. 
an honeft man, is dearer than^TT^. 
life, may not, by my miftaken ^ XW 4 
friends, be thus undefervedly 
fullied and darkened to all ge¬ 
nerations, and I readily fub- 
fnit. It is not diftrefs and 
anguifh, though never man 
knew more, that I am io much 
concerned about * my reputa¬ 
tion is at (take, and I (hall be 


forever reported as a wicked 
man. 

I have certainly committed 24 
no particular fins that I perfift 
in, and errors that I am not 
willing to correct for the fu¬ 
ture. And, O thou juft and 
good God, I cannot but ac¬ 
count it the greateft of my 
Calamities, that thou fhouldft 
hide thy face from me, and 
deal with me as an enemy* 
wliofe friendfhip and favour 
I have always let the higheft 
Value on, and endeavoured to 
conciliate and preierve by the 
integrity of my life, and ne¬ 
ver to depart from that in¬ 
tegrity. 

O 2 The 


.. t » . 

* This is an idiom of fpeech that very frequently occurs 

in holy writ, and feems only to exprefs whnt were generally 

reckoned marks of divine dijpleafure , or offUt ion ; and the 

latter phrafe, as Cbappelow well observes, bringing him intis 

Jlraits and difficulties , as an enemy docs in blocking up, or 

laying clofe iiege to a place, or perfon he wages war againft* 
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Sect. 20. 



The objedl is too incon- 
fiderable for fo great an ex¬ 
pence of power •, and the op- 
pofition by no means worthy 
of fo long a refentment. 
What is a leaf already pluck¬ 
ed or fallen, withered and 
tofied by every wind, that it 
fhould be alfo broken ? Or 
what ftubble which is dried 
and parched, that it fhould be 
further crufhed and perfe¬ 
cted P The fame wafte of 
ftrength it is to diftrefs the 


poor remains of my truly mi- 
ferable being. 

26 Notwithstanding all this 
meannefs, rather meer vanity 

and 


25. 1 Wilt thoa 
break a leaf driven 
to and fro ? and wilt 
thou purfue the dry 
ftubble ? 


26. For thou k 
writeft bitter things 

again ft 


1 This is a beautiful ftriking fimile. Comp. IJai. xlii. 3. 
Matt . xii. 20. The meaning feems to be, would he crujh one 
that was fallen and could make no refjlance ? or increafe ca¬ 
lamities to him that was already undone ? If apologies are 
neceflary for the patient man, as the above author feems to 
grant, yet it muft be faid, many of his exprelTions are the 
iame that never were cenfured in the prophets and holjeft 
men of antiquity It feems moft probable, that we do 
not annex exaftly the fame ideas to their forms of fpeaking 
that they did. Othcrwife, as human nature is the fame, 
we fhould not fee much difference as to the wifeft and beft 
men's exprelTions of their joys and forrows. 

k /?. Le*vi comments on this vcrlc — at tab gozer geziroth. 
Sec. thou decreeji hard and hitter decrees again]} me. Schultens 
makes it allude to the ancient or marks of puhlick 

ignominy, inferibed and deeply imp refed on the faces or hacks of 
criminals andfiaves. The inf crip tes 'ijultus , which Pliny gives 
them, and fuppofes the letters or marks burnt in. Vid. Val m 
M. L. vi. vii. viii. Lipf Eled. ii. 15, Deut. xxviii. 6t. 

PofUbly 



igainft me, and mak- 
ell me to poflefs 
the iniquities of my 
youth. 


27. Thou 1 putteft 
my feet alfo in the 

iiocks, 
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and nothingnefs of mine, up-SH 
on a comparifon with thee, O *r 
thou origin and centre of all 26 
perfection! How rigorous and 
unrelenting an afpeft do thy 
difpenfations bear ? And if 
they be all for the indifcre- 
tions and follies of my un¬ 
experienced juvenile days, how 
fmall muft be confefled the 
allowances made for natural 
infirmity, precipitate paffion, 
or weaknefs of reafon, and 
ftrength of temptation ? 

The greateft offenders a- 2 7 
gainft publick juftice are not 
O 3 more 


Poflibly all that is meant may be concluded from the natural 
original purpofe of writing, viz. to remember matters — and 
the fenfe be, that as if he had written them down he never 
forgot^ heJlxll kept in mind to afflitt and molt bitterly to diftrefs 
him. As to the learned profelTor’s comment on the latter 
claufe, it is not fo fuitable to Job's meridian, as it may be to 
the low-lands ; neither have any interpreters brought his 
age and time fo far back, as that one can well fuppofe him 
prcfent at, or acquainted with the Jynodof Dort. To pof'efs 
the iniquities of his youth , feems to denote no more than his 
fuffering, or being punifhed for the iniquities he had actually 
committed at that time of life. 

1 Pineda and Bolducius underftand this of fetters , or a clog 
worn by prijoners , flaves % and unruly tattle ; and as alluding 
to the ulcerous fores on Job’j feety which forbad his walking 
out. hartrnoray S Jarchi, and R. Levi t explain J'ad of a 
piece of timber with a hole in it to $raw the prijoners foot 
through , with another placed in an oblong fgure o ver it to keep it 
in t anlwerable to a machine not unknown in Great Britain, 
ftludge interprets the above mentioned word, of a clog put 
about the foot of a beajl apt to fray, or a fugitive fave. with 
the owner s mark imprinted o?t the bottom of it , which left the 

print 
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$E more clofdy confined \ the 
*TTt:: molt dangerous men to fo- 
XfU ' ciety not more narrowly ob- 
ferved ; nor the moft igno¬ 
minious bafe flaves branded 
with ftronger marks of in¬ 
famy. 

28 Thus afflifted, decayed -and 
hafling to corruption, is the 
wretched being before thee ; 
Corroded with grief and pain, 
and worn out with mifery. 


s 

flocks, and Iookeft 
narrowly unto all my 
paths ; thcu fetteft a 
print ur on the heels 
of my feet. 


28. m And he as a 
rotten thing confum- 
eth, as a garment 
that is moth-eaten. 


print behind it wherever be trod : why lhouldfi thou watch 
me fo narrowly, that not a fingle falfe flep fhould efcape 
thee from my infancy, on purpofe that thou mighteft find 
feafons for punifliing me ; when 1 muft ioon confume of 
courfe of mylclf, without any thing of this to haften me ? 
Others reckon this a reference to the cruelty of mailers in 
framing and hating the jeet of their Jlaves ; neither is it 
pnlikely that fome fuch punifiiments are alluded to, and 
were well known, in their particular circumfiances, when 
this book was written, but are not now fo eafy to afeertain. 
As to the change of perfons, there are feveral inftances 
where the firfi and third feem confounded, perhaps not 
without beauty and elegance. 

m Scbultens lays, fie complctijfima nafeitur imago — thus rtfes 
a mofi com pleat image Literally it is, be is worn away with 
a putrid erofion , and the moth confumes him as a garment. Se¬ 
veral of the Hebrew Bibles take in four verfes of the next 
chapter belore they conclude this ; and Junius and 7 fe- 
melli us think Job finilhes his complaint with the 27th. Dr. 
Grey and profelfor Chappclow make the laft verfe the third of 

the next chapter. 

• - .. • ■ 
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CHAP. XIV. SECT, XXI. 


In feveral beautiful allufions Job reprefents the un¬ 
certainties and tniferies of this mortal life , and 
pleads for relief and fupport under fome of the 
hcaviejt of them . From this fituation of human 
affairs , the certainty of death in its ufual courfe t 
and the vifible triumphs of the grave , he feems to 
be enquiring for arguments of reafon to eftablijh 
his faith in the invifible worlds and comfort his 
mind with the hopes of the advancement , if not 
re fur region of mankind* to another more perfect 
and fettled exijlence and happinefs . Ver. 1, to 
the end. 


Job xiv. 1, 

M A N that is n 
born of a wo¬ 
man is of few days, 
and full of trouble. 


Job xiv. i. 

W ITH refpedl to oneSECT. 21 

individual of man-'— r —*- 
kind, who entered upon lifeJ°^ xlv * 1 
in the ftrong pains of her who 
bore him, it is lamentably vi¬ 
fible how fmall a compafs of 
time is allotted him, and how 
loaded and difmal withadver- 
fity and mifery that (hort fpan 
is. In fome degree is not this 
O 4 the 


* Great pains have been ufed to interpret this, and the 
mother of our whole race fuppofed to be glanced at in it. 
But as the fubjedt is affliction and mortality, may not the 
expreflion moll naturally refer to the forrow in which the fex 
bring forth. As much as if he had faid, the entrance upon 
life was in trouble, and the few fucceeding days have been full 
of the fame. 
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Sect. 21. the common fate of all, who 

spring from earthly parents 
jo xlv * I - an( j i n [ ia bit this world of va¬ 
nity ? 

a As the beauteous but tender 
flower fprings, and a while 
flourifhes, foon after is pluck¬ 
ed or cut down, and fades. 
Or as the uncertain perpetu¬ 
ally varying (hades, they never 
continue in the fame Ration or 
pofition : fo frail and unftable 
is the hum^n conftitution, fo 
precarious and utterly contin¬ 
gent all mortal perfection. 

3 I am a mo ft remarkable 
inftance of the inftability of 

human 


2. He cometh forth 
like a 0 flower, and 
is cut down : he 
fleeth alfo as a Iha- 
dow, and continueth 

* 

not. 


3. And do ft thoa 
open thine p eyes 

upon 


0 The imagery is beautiful and expreflive ; and flowers 
and lhadows are ftriking pictures of Job' s circumftances. 
The former fprings, blooms, and looks gay ; and it very 
foon is cropt, languifhes, and dies : fuch, in part, had been 
his ftate. The latter is utterly unfteady, continually chang¬ 
ing, and quite loft as to any form or lhape when the light 
departs : fo unftable and tranlient had been all his earthly 
ftiort-lived advantages. This chapter feems to have been 
underftood as denoting the common ftate, and univerfal mi- 
fery of all mankind ; which general application I have not 
wholly omitted in the paraphrafe; though Job feems princi¬ 
pally to have in view his own efpecial diftrefles : and may it 
not b- queftioned, at leaft, whether every diftinft phrafe be 
true of our whole fpecies, and their lives really full of trou¬ 
ble ; neither does he elfewhere reprefent in this light fome 
perfons that did not deferve much favour. 

P Michaelis and R. Sal . underftand by eyes here, obferva- 
twes, ^indices ae eenfores : objernjers , infpeftors, and hufy mif- 
ehienjous /pies. And by open, aperis, quaji acuis ; quicken, 
Iharpen thefe people to make a ftrift inquifition, and call to 
a fcvere account. Whether this be a fenfe that the word 

is 
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upon fuch an one, 
and bringeft me into 
judgment with thee ? 


4.1 Who can bring 
a clean thing out of 
an unclean ? not one. 


5. Seeing his days 
are r determined, the 

number 


human affairs, and the iiu-Sect. 21. 
merous Hidden and dreadful 
changes to which this con¬ 
dition of mortality is 1 objec¬ 
ted. And, O thou almighty 
Lord and Creator, haft thou 
befides placed over me cen- 
fors, and enfnaring curious in- 
fpeftors, to oblerve and im¬ 
prove every incident in my 
life, aad frailty in my nature, 
to prejudice and blacken me ? 

I do not compare myfelf to 4 
thy unfpotted purity and rec¬ 
titude, nor ever pretended to 
be more than a fallible man : 
not one of the entire fpecies 
has it in his power to be any 
more exempt from the una¬ 
voidable weaknefles, than from 
the necefiary wants of a de¬ 
pendent unfettlcd being. 

As man’s original ftock and 5 
natural imperfeftion, fo his 

tranfient 


is commonly found to be ufed in or not, yet in this pa/Tage 
it feems to be the meaning. 

1 he Clerc interprets this as fignifying, that from men 
who are finners there cannot arife men who may never fm, 
when they arrive at the age of falling into it. The mean¬ 
ing of this fpirited lively expreflion feems to be — that 
there was no occafion why Job's friends Ihould be lo very 
inquifitive and cenforious about common infirmities, linre 
he did not (for what man could) pretend to be exempt from 
them. 

r This feems to exprefs the unavoidable neceflity of dying, 
and the latter phrale, within a certain number of years, 

agreeable 
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Sect, zi . tranHent fhort-lived duration, 

may plead in behalf of a moft 
J° Xiv * S’diftivffrd one, for lenity and 

forbearance : at leaf!:, for fome 
pity and mercy, refpecting 
cenfures and reproaches, on 
account of every inadver¬ 
tency : it is but a fhort fpan 
that meafures his time in this 
world ; a certain fmall ftand- 
ard that in ordinary deter¬ 
mines the entire number of 
his fleeting years. 

6 Suffer him then to proceed, 
according to the ufual courfe, 
to the full date of nature ; 
and intermit or relieve him 

from 


number of his month* 
are with thee, thoa 
haft appointed his 
bounds that he can¬ 
not pafs. 


6 . 8 Turn from 
him that he may 
reft, till he lhall ac- 
complifh, as an hire¬ 
ling, his day. 


agreeable to the ufual ftandard of human life, which it would 
be very extraordinary for any greatly to exceed ; though 
many come much fhort of them, and the wicked frequently 
live not out half that number of days he might have ex¬ 
pected, had he afted otherwife. The fenfe very plainly is, 
his friends fhould not be over feverd, nor an excefs of mi- 
fery and calumny be laid upon the offspring of a peccable 
man, whofe life was wholly fummed up within fo narrow 
bounds. 

s This is the conclufion Job earneftly wifhes might be 
drawn from, or interpretation put upon, the unftable nature, 
and tranfient duration of affairs in this world : to abate of 
his mifery and cenfures, till the wdrk was ffnifhed, the 
earthly trial complete, and the proper period of a review 
and judgment commenced. The following lines probably 
were taken from this pafTage, and exprefs the fame beauti¬ 
ful fimile. 


- The hireling thus 

With'labour drudges out the painful day ; 
And often looks , with long expeeli eyes, 
To fee the Jhadows rife , and be difmifs'd , 



7, 8, and 9. For 
there is hope of a 
tree, if it be cut 
down, that it will 1 
fprout again, and 
that the tender 
branch thereof will 
not ceafe. Though 
the root thereof wax 
old in the earth, and 
the flock thereof die 
in the ground : yet 
through the feent 
of water it will 
bud, and bring forth 
boughs like a plant. 

10. u But man 
dieth and wafteth 

away : 
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from extraordinary ojppref- Sect. 21. 
fion& ♦, till, like the laborious 
hireling, having finifhed his^° Xlv ‘ 6 - 
work and his -day together; 
he may receive his wages and 
retire to reft. 

Alter a tree is cut down* 7,8,9. 
we fee, neverthelefs, the old 
(lock flourifh again, and fend 
forth new branches : even af¬ 
ter it fee in ed decayed anddead* 
fee ret fprings, or plentiful 
(bowers fo refrefh and enliven 
its roots, that it again buds, 
and produces leaves, with 
fprfcading boughs. 


And (hall man, when he 10 
once expires, be extindt for¬ 
ever ? 


* The Hebrew is, as Peters , from whom fome part of the 
parapkrufc of this, and of two or three following verfes is 
t.ken, rene^v, or recover The two fimiles in this 

pallage are extremely appohte and beautiful. The death 
of man, as he has it, is not like the cutting down of a 
tree, which foon iprouts again, and flourifhes in the fame 
place j but, rather like the drying up of a river, whofe 
w aters difappear, and we fee no more of them. So man 
appears no more upon the ftage of this world ; he lieth 
down, and rifeth not till the heavens be no more. 

u This may be interpreted, the firft part of a flow lin - 
g fr i*g mortal ty ; and the latter, of a fudden untimely death ; 
however, does not the laft claufe naturally lead to the follow¬ 
ing limilc, where is he ? we fee no more of him, but as the 
waters, &c. and though, as Peters obferves, the comparifon 
exp re fled in r ver % 11, and 1 z, hath nothing to anfwer it in 
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Sect. 21.ever ? Is there no hope that 

—he (hall revive, and be raifed 
Jo^ xiv. a g a j n h erea ft er ? There is nor, 

from his own natural flrength 
and ability * but there is from 
the energy of the Almighty, 
and according to the doctrine 
delivered to us by our an- 
ceftors : but then they in¬ 
form us, at the fame time, 
that this refurre&ion fhall not 
be, but with the diflolution 
and renovation of the world. 
ii, 12. As we fee every thing in a 

flux, and fubjeft to change, 
fo the whole fhall one day be 
changed. The fea itfelf will 
at length be quite abforbed 
and the running rivers, which 
now flow perpetually, as if 
fuppliedbyeverlaftingfprings, 
will, nevertheltfs, in time, 
quite ceafe and difappear: 
this viflble frame of things 
fhall be diffolved, and the pre- 
fent heavens themfelves fhall 

be 


away : yea, mu 
giveth up the ghoft, 
and where is he ? 


11, and 12. As the 
waters fail from the 
fea, and the flood 
decayeth and drieth 
up ; 1 fo man lieth 
down, and rifeth not 
till the heavens be 
no more, they fhali 
not awake, nor bo 
raifed out of fleep. 


the Hebrew , it muft be owned, that the caph of fimilitude, 
(as they call it) or the particle cemo , as t is fometimes un- 
dcrilood. and therefore the paflage may be rendered as in 
the paraphrafc. 

* It may be rendered, fo man when he lietb down y or 
dieth, rijith not ; that is, Dau. Kim chi remarks, on PfaL 
Jxxxviii. 5, io, it is impoflible fer a dead corpfe, which is 
entirely void of fenfe and knowledge, to recover life by the 
Arength of natural caufes. He adds. Job doth not deny 
the refunection of the dead, but fpeaks only of the natural 
powers and abilities of men. 



13. O that thou 
wouldft hide me in 
the crave, that thou 
would it keep me fe- 
cret until thy wrath 
be paft, that thou 
wouldft appoint me 
a fet time, and re¬ 
member me. 


14. If a man die 
fhall he live again ? 
all the days of my f 
appointed time will 
I wait till my z 
change come. 
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be no more ; then, and not Sect. 
before then, comes the refur- c rT v 
reftion and the general judg- ,, J 
ment. 

Tired out with the calami- 13 
ties of life, let me prefently 
undergo this lot, which mutt 
be undergone *, and in it find 
fhelter and refuge from mi- 
fery ; till the time appointed 
us to remain in this feparate 
ftate be fulfilled ; and then 
remember me, and raife me 
to that better (late, which 
thou haft prepared for thy 
faithful fervants. 

Is it true, that we (hall rife 14 
to a new and better life here¬ 
after ? let me, with hope and 
patience, wait this happy 
change, how long foever it 
may be incoming: and what¬ 
ever 


7 NSlf fignifies, regularly attending , being upon duty, an 
leojl in martial order , or army Jtanding ready in battle array : 
anfwering to the Greek r in or dine militari t nee do , and 
rendered by the LXX, TOL^ctTocrlo/xcct, id eft, in pracinciu 
Jio t inftrutla acie fo. Thus it is applied to the heavenly 
bodies moving regularly in their orbits. And God is ftiled 
the God or Lord of bojls or armies , as he hath allotted all 
beings their refpe&ive fpheres, and governs them conform¬ 
ably to the reafon of things, and laws of their ftations. 

1 The learned Mercer and Peters obferve, that the He¬ 
brew, cbalfbatbi, denotes renovation , or happy change of con¬ 
dition. 1 he ufual fenfe of the word is, to pafs , to pajs away, 
to pafs from one things degree , condition , ox flat ion to another ; 
to advance tn degrees of Jlrengtb and vigour ; to take in turns or 
<ourfes by fuccejjion , ' 




2 o6 A Paraphrase on the 

. . • ■* 

Sect. 21,ever dation or condition God 

, i * 

pleafe to appoint me, 

'fab xiv. . , V A 7 • 

H either here or in Jheol, the in¬ 
termediate ftate ; i (hall wait 
in earned expectation of the 
future renovation or refur- 
reftion. 

*5 Whenever thy awaking 
voice fliall command me to 
rife and come forth, mod 
chearfully and inftantly will 
I obey ; and it cannot but 
now give me a peculiar fatif- 
faction, that precious in thy 
fight is thy rational work- 
manfhip, even the death of 
thy faints ; and that rewards 

fhall 


> 


15;. Thon ftialt* 
Call, and I will an* 
fwer thee : thou wilt 
have a b defire to the 
work of thine hands; 


8 There is a-peculiar beauty in this expreluon. He bad 
before reprefented the inhabitants of the invifible world, as 
military men upon duty , and in the exattefl order , ready to bear 
and obey , upon the firfi notice, the word of command. Here he 
fuppofes it given — or himfelf bidden to rife ; and that, as in 
a mujler , he fhould inllantly anfiwer to his name. 

b 1 he LXX interpret, reject not, De Dieu, be mindful of: 
cefaph, in Chaldee, iignifies to caufe Jbame , or blufbing. And 
Schultens, from the Arabic calapba , which fignifies to fhew a 
rugged , aifiert countenance , interprets, thou Icokeft with a Je- 
qjere countenance on the work of thy hands . The Hebrew is 
expreilive of an earneft longing , and mo ft vehement defire : 
hence, probably, the fubftantive denotes the general idol, 
filver-money, which is fo called becaufe few have been fa - 
tisfied therewith ; and not for its palenefs only, as the learned 
Hollander might have gnefled from the courfe of exchange 
among, and trading fouls of his own countrymen. The 
meaning feems to be, it will then appear that thou art a fa - 
ther , and haft all the affection natural to that tender relation : 
never didfl wholly forget thy workmanjhip , and hafi wonderfully 
preferred it, with joy and glory at lafi to befiow thereon a great 
and lafiing reward . 



|6. and 17. For 
now thou c number¬ 
ed my fteps, dod thou 
not watch over my 
fin ? My tranfgref- 
fion ib fouled up in a 
bag, and thou feweit 
■p mine iniquity. 


18. And furely the 
- mountain falling 

cometh 
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XIV. 


■S 


(hall .be adminiftered with all Sect. 21, 
becoming expedition, in the " 7 T 
prqpereft feafon, and with the J 
higHcft pleafqre. 

Then, O nay God, thou 
wilt acquit me before all 
the world, though thou haft 
feemed to deal fo hardly with 
me; to take account of every 
the fmalleft tranfkielfion of 


16, 17. 


my life, and by the fevere 
chaftifements inflicted on me, 
haft laid me open to the bit¬ 
ter cenfures and reproaches of 
my friends * who have mea- 
fured my guilt; by my fuffer- 
ings, and in all their fpeeches 
treated me as a wicked man 
and an hypocrite. 

How infenfible and gradual i* 
foever the decay be, yet the 

leaft 


c This is Job's argument, on which he grounds natural 
reasonable hopes of another life. His ilepa were exactly 
traced, and the whole number of his infirmities difiinftly reck¬ 
oned ; in ftiort, nothing elfe employed a fet of the moll cu¬ 
rious infpedors : every error was eileemed a choice thing to be 
hoarded up with the drifted care, and a flump fet upon it 
who was the owner, or fenced and bound up with the niceft 
art, that no one might open it, but he whole property it 
was That is, in this promifeuous world he appeared 
treated and cenfured, as though he had not one good qua¬ 
lity ; and whatever there*was of the contrary, had been all 
laid together ; and every individual offence preferved to be 
produced againfl him, with as much care as a fenatorial 
decree, or incorporate body’s charter : therefore there fhould 
be a future judgment for a juder retribution. 

d The fnniles here are natural and flriking. By a^conti* 
nual fall of parts thereof the highefl mountain is planed and 

levelled : 
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Sect. 2i.]eafl: continual diminution of 

the higheft crumbling hills, 

Job xiv. . r n 

l8> will, in time, lo walte as en* 

tirely to confume them. And, 
by means of deluges or earth¬ 
quakes, pondrous liable rocks 
are hurled from the places 
they have long retained. 

19 The perpetual dropping, or 
inceflant courfe and flow of 
water, will imprefs and wear 
hollow the hardefl compadl 
ftones : and violent inunda¬ 
tions, with an overbearing 
impetuofity, fweep away the 
various productions of art and 
nature. So, O my God, doll 
thou fport with the mod fan- 
guine hopes, and dafh the 
greateft defigos of (hort-lived 
mortals, as to fecular advan¬ 
tages *, and, in due time, wilt 
bring about the moft impor¬ 
tant grand revolution. 

In 


cometh to nought: 
and the rock is re¬ 
moved out of his 
place. 


19. The waters 
wear the ftones.: thou 
waftieft away the 
things which grow 
out of the duft of 
the earth, and thou 
deftroyeft the hope 
of man. 


levelled : the bulky rock has been transferredfrom the plate it long 
poftejfed. but which now is empty. The bar deft ftones have ban 
excavated , or hollowed and wafted by the dropping or running 
of water , and both the productions and fortrejfes of earth yielded 
to accidents , and keen carried away with inundations. Mortal 
man’s higheft hopes, as to this world, are in like manner 
fubjett to ciifappointment, and certain ihortly all to fail him. 
So the Latin poet. 


Gutta cavat lapidem, non vi, fed ftepe cadendo. 



20. * Thou pre- 
vailell forever againlt 
him and he paireth : 
thou changed: his 
countenance Sc fend¬ 
ed him away. 


21. r His fons 
come to honour, and 
he knoweth it not ; 
and they are brought 
low, but he perceiv- 
Cth it not of them. 
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In the laft conflict with Sect 
mortality, man lies at thy feet . 7 
a compleat vidim ; his beauty 
all withered, and his ftrength 
entire weaknefs : thou rri- 
umpheft abfolutely in this his 
final removal, mod folemn 
change, and loweft degrada¬ 
tion. 

His furviving offspring, 2 * 
once the great objeds of his 
anxious hope and tender fear, 
now unknown and flrange to 
him, muft take their chance 
in the inconftant world he 
leaves them to travel through. 

It may be, the favourable gales 
of an earthly profperity may 
raife them to ilations of in¬ 
fluence and dignity : and the 


* ThU is an elegant and affecting defeription^of death : 

as if he had faid, nature long bolds it out againfi the griefs 
and pains thou infiiftejl ; but in the iJJ'ue thou gainejl a mojl 
compleat viSioty : man quits the fiage, or retreats from living ; 
nuith a ghaftly, pale, and livid afpeft, he bids the voorld adieu . 
He is utterly cajl out as an abjefl and vuorthlejs thing ; never 
more figures or ranks among mankind , 

f There is fomething, when one confiders fob's circum- 
ftances, exquifitely tender and pathetick in thefe Jtrokcs of . 
natare. My poor dead children , had 1 expired before them, l could 
never have prided my]elf in their aecomplifbments arid exaltation : 
and as it is I have fame fmalh confolation, that / have no pain 
or fear to dijhejs me about their being reduced; they have juf 
fered all they can do , However, thofe who are dead cart 
have no more knowledge of, nor interell in, the honours 
or indignities, happinefs or mifery, of their deared friends 
or relatives left behind. 
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rough 



7.10 A Paraphrase on the 

Sect. 21.rough blafts of adverfe for- 

tune may agitate and fink 
2i, XlV ' them. But neither ftate can 

give him pleafure or pain ? joy 
or forrow. 

22 Many tedious long days of 
pain and grief are fometimes 
allotted him, previous to this 
final change. And before he 

D 

takes leave of the world, he 
undergoes an immenfe tribu¬ 
lation in it. 


zz. But his e flefli 
upon him (hall have 
pkin, and his foul 
within him fhall 
mourn. 


C H A P. XV. SECT. XXII. 


Eliphaz the Temanite, highly incenfed that Job 
Jhould be fo arrogant as to urge and repeat his 
appeal to the Almighty , charges him with pride 
that he did not more regard his fupcriors . Im¬ 
piety in not Submitting to divine chajlifement . And 
the greatefi folly that he did not repent and receive 
confolation . Ver. l—17. 

Job xv. 1, 2. 

Sect. 22. C LIPHAZ the Temanite , 

1 — -" highly difpleafed that Job 

Job xv. 1, a fie r ted 

2. 


Job xv. 1, z. 

T HEN anfwer- 
edEIiphaz the 
Temanite 


8 Either this mull be underftood of a ftrong figure of 
fpeeeh, whereof finiilar inltances may be produced from 1 
the ancients, or as what Ihould be previous to Job's diflo- 
lution : as much as if he had faid — But before this final \ 
period , there happens fometimes an extreme and mojl tedious mi- 
jery t both of body and mind % to be endured ; and this is truly 
my own cafe. I rather think that, as exprelfed in the para- 
phrafe, it is a moftftriking metaphor, fortheinfenfibiecorpie’s 
- mouldering decay, and utter deitiuftion in the grave. 



TeihAnite, Arid faid, 
ft Ihould a wife man 
otter vain know¬ 
ledge, arid fill his 
belly with tha eaft 
wind ? 


Book of Jo B. 2II 

afierted both hli own ability Sect. 22* 
and right of judgment, and 7 ~ r ~ 
moreover appealed from his 2 ° xv * ,# 
friends's opinion, to another 
(late, and the tribunal of the 
v Almighty tb confirm his own, 
anfwers as follows. Is it not 
furprifing, and utterly unac¬ 
countable in a man, who de¬ 
fires the reputation of wifdom 
or virtue, to profefs fuch Ar\ 
uncommon lhare of both 
thefe ; to talk in fo weak and 
vain a manner about matter^ 
that (hould be treated feriouf- 
ly ; and, like a baleful blaft, 
of rending ftorm, break out 
into fuch violent dreadful 
paflions. 

P 2 To 


' b The remark of Schuberts is a very obvious one, how the 
controverfy grows more ferious, and the difputants inflamed. 
Eiipba , z prefaced his fiift charge ; here he is too warm to 
find time for that, but falls direftly upon his fubjedt; and 
afles, as it is literally, Jhould a wife man anfwer , or utter 
knowledge of wind, or fill his belly with the eafl-wind? i, e„ 
expetf to beefteemed wife and intelligent, for windy, foolifti, 
and nonfenfical harangue. And puff away, fwell, and look 
exceeding big, by dint only of a noxious vapour, or peflilent 
vehement wind. The Vulgate interprets, implebit ardore fio- 
tnachum fuum ? There feems to be » peculiar piquancy and 
acrimony in the exprelfions. Wind may denote emptixefs, 
frothy and infignificancy ofdifcourfe. "1 he eafl: wind is reck¬ 
oned prejudicial and pernicious to the corn and fn it of that 
country, therefore may further intimate the contagious nature 
and dangerous tendency of fob's dodlrine. Thus it is faid, 
EpJjraim Jiedetb on wind, and fjlloweth after the eafl-wind* 

Hof xii. 1. 
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Sect. 22. 



Job xv. 3. 

( 



^ Paraphrase 0» the 

To what purpofe does he 
pretend to argue and reafon, 
by means only of a multitude 
of frivolous and unmeaning 
words ? or even laboured dif- 
courfe, that proves nothing he 
defigns it for : vindicates not 
himfelf, nor convinces thofe 
who hear it ? 

For you, friend, thus to 
tire our patience, is very un¬ 
becoming ; but you truly do 
what is inexprefiibly more of- 
fenfive to devout and good 
minds ; for there is manifeft 
fhocking profanenefs in what 
you advance; reflexions upon 
the Almighty, and too ftrong 
proof that you maintain no 
communication with him, but 
have abandoned all principles 
and offices of religious de- 


3. 1 Should he rea- 
fori with unprofitable 
talk i or with fpeech* 
es wheiewith he can 
do no good. 


4. k Yea, thoucafl- 
eft off fear, and re- 
ftraineft prayer be¬ 
fore God. 


votion. 


Otherwife 


J The Tar gum interprets, argue with words and teach no* 
thing ; and with difcourfe that is unprofitable : thus the 
word vanity frequently fignif.es an idol. And Scbtdtens ex¬ 
plains— difcourfe which was threatning of religion, notions 
that were unfound and dangerous. If io heretick-hunting 
mull have been a very ancient diverfion. 

k ObfervabJe here is a change of the perfon : in his ufual 
infinuating way he firll diredly throws contempt, then 
makes a full attack — and in fo many words tells Jcb t he 
had renounced, abchjbed, dt[annulled all piety : and his appeal¬ 
ing to God proved moft certainly that he had no more re¬ 
gard for religion. 
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5, 1 For thy mouth 

uttereth thine iniqui¬ 
ty, and thou choofefl 
the tongue of the 
crafty. 


6. ra Thine own 
mouth condemneth 
thee, and not I: yea 
thine own lips teftify 
againft thee. 


213 

Otherwife you never durftSECT. 22 . 
prevaricate, to that degree that -r 1 
your expreflions fully teftify xu * 5 
you do ; defignedly and wil¬ 
fully you endeavour to de¬ 
ceive, at the pegleft and ex¬ 
pence of that honeft plain- 
nefs, and downright fimpli- 
city, which are eflential marks 
of a genuine prevailing piety, 
and infeparable from the in¬ 
tegrity of virtue. 

There is no necefilty to un- 6 
dertake the difagreeable tafk 
of proving what has been 
intimated concerning you ; 
your own repeated clear ex¬ 
preflions only, are fufficient 
teftimonies to all the world, 
that you are an ignorant and 
exceeding wicked man. 

P 3 Where- 


1 Literally, thy mouth teacheth thine iniquity , &c. Michaelis y 
abundantly declares , or Jhen.vs it to others that they may learn * 
And Schmidius very juftly and generoufly remarks on this 
paflage, that when they could find nothing in the former 
life anti aftions of Job , wherewith to accufe him, they have 
recourle to his prefent expreflions in time of tribulation ; 
which was not at all fair practice or well done. 

m rrofelibr Chapfelonxj fuppofes, that Eliphaz, refers here 
to chap. ix. zo, 7/ I juft ify myJelf mine o<wti mouth Jhall con¬ 
demn . It (o he mult be confefied to be ftrangely playing 
or quibbling with the words. Is it not more probable, 
that he is alluding to fome expreflions of the patient man's, 
which he thought criminal, and in their own nature argu¬ 
ments of wickednefa. 




A Pastvphuase on the 


Se^t. 12. 

i - • » « 

Job xv. 7, 



Whereupon, pray, do you 
ground all thefe your ftrong 
pretenfions to extraordinary 
talents l Are ycu the firtt of 
mortal race, chat came into 
the world by the ordinary 
way of natural generation ?; 
Qr was you formed and ex- 
ifting, the fame as at prefent, 
antecedent to the rifing hilly 
ground, or the afpiring lofty 
mountains. 

Have you been admitted 
t$ be prefent at the heavenly 

confultarions. 


7 . Art thou the ■ 
firft man that wa§ 
born ? or wait thoq 
made before the 

V • « > ... 

hills ? 


8. Haft thou heard 

r ■ 

the 0 fecret of God 2 

and 

—■ - • # 


n Schulte*: interprets this, are yog prior to Adam and all 
his defendants ? or are you a man of another nature and 

V- ■ 1 — 

original, than tl^e whole human race and their progenitor ? 
Schmidius and Chapfelcnv underftand by made before the hills, 
eternal. In the fame ftile that wifdom declares, Pro<v. viii. 
25, before the hills was I brought forth ; i. e. 1 was from 
everlafting. And conformable to the pfalmift , PfaL xc. 2. 
It feems inoft probable, that thefe were the ordinary ex- 
preflions of ridicule and infult, to one who pretended to be 
more knowing than his neighbours; or a kind of periphrafis 

for a conceited''empty fellow, 

0 As has been before obferved, fod, or fecret of God, de¬ 
notes the fecret counfel of God. Agreeable to the cuftom of 
rulers and potentates, to hold their courts , and, after firfi 
confulting about and, forming them, ijfj'uc cut their decrees . Per¬ 
haps the fatire may be full as keen in the original, without 
fuppofing a confufion of tenfes ; by rendering the verbs, aa 
. they are both, futures, as follows. Wilt thou pleafe to be ad¬ 
mitted to give counfel in the heavenly affembly ? Doth thy am¬ 
bition carry thee to defre to Jirefi affairs ip the upper world ? 
And wilt thou be abfolute and peremptory in this direQion, as if 
thou hadfl no equal or compeer in earth or heaven ? Jn this inter¬ 
pretation, as is ufual to this performance on every other fub- 
jedl, Eiipkaz runs the general ftrain of farcafm to the fartheft 
that it will bear, then leaves it, and returns to the particular 
occasion. 



and dolt thou reftrain 

wifdom to thyfelff 


9. What knoweft 
thou that we know 
pot ? what undeiv 
ftandeit thou which 
is not in us ? 


10, With us are 
both the p grey head- 

cd. 
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conlultations, and had the Sect, i z . 

I 

plans of divine goverment, 
and wonderful defigns of pro- J v ’ 
vidence laid before you ? Is 
your wifdom in fuch perfec¬ 
tion, or fo limited to your- 
fdf, and your foie preroga¬ 
tive, that ihe reft of man¬ 
kind are excluded the privi- 
ledge, or poflefs nothing to 
compare with your degree of 
it ? 

And as to your friends 9 
here, in what refpefts do your 
abilities, application, or ex¬ 
perience exceed ours ? Is your 
capacity naturally more en¬ 
larged, your judgment more 
diftinguifhing, or your op¬ 
portunities and improvements 
any way to your advantage, as 
fur palling ours ? 

If, as may generally be 10 
fuppofed, men’s advances in 
P 4 knowledge 


p Literally, the hoary , the decrepit t and the prevailing over, 
or exceeding your'father in days . Agreeable to which, one 
oh the ‘Targutas would make Eliphaz grey, Bildad decrepit, 
and A'jphar older than Job's father. £ut if, as Michaelis 
reckons, and as appears molt probable, Bildad and Zophar 
were younger than Job t either this high compliment muft 
centre in l i j'.tz to hiinfelf, or there mult have been others 
prefunt, though they did not, any of them, (except Elibu, 
the youugcll ot all, who is not mentioned till he appears on 
the llage,) betides engage in the debate : and therefore their 
names arc not tianfmitt^d to us. However in this, as in 
many other paflages, it appears what higli regard and vc*, 

Deration 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect 22. knowledge and found wifdom 

J"T~ V - - be to be meafured by the 

Jo xv. 10. num b er 0 y t h e j r years ; the 

favourable circumftances are, 
and confequently the intellec¬ 
tual fuperiority mult be great¬ 
ly on our fide : for with us 
are the truly venerable for an 
hoary age, and thofe who both 
claim the right of feniority, 
and in all refpefts are men of 
authority above any of your 
anceftors. 

11 As was perfectly befitting 
your unhappy cafe, you have 
received admonition and cor- 
re&ion •, and might receive 
encouragement and divine 

confolation, 


ed, and very aged 
men, much elder 
than thy father. 


11. Are the 1 con- 
folations of God 
fmall with thee ? is 
there any fecret thing 
with thee ? 


neration they paid to ancient perfons — and if Job would 
neither fubmit to years, nor yet a vifion, he could not af¬ 
terwards expeft any quarter, or much mercy. 

1 Some refer thefe *o Job's former profperity ; others to 
the conclufion of his friends’s difeourfes — their admoni¬ 
tions mixed with promifes. — Schultens feenis to underhand 
E/iphase- as intimating, that Job had more confolation from 
his friends than he ought to have ; and, being a wicked 
man, too much clemency fhewed him. Is not the fenfe 
fomewhat like an expreflion of our blefled Saviour — that 
if he pleafed, he might now mind the things which belonged to 
his peace , but in truth they teemed hid from his eyes ? or there 
was confolation for him if he could reckon it fo, and was 
fit for it ; hud not an averfion to the methods of obtaining 
it, or foine other in referve. Michae/is paraphrafes — whe¬ 
ther hath God, by a jult judgment, now hidden, and covered 
with thee, the word of his confolation or exhortation, that 
thou canlt no longer even difeern or acknowledge manifeil 
truth. 



12. Why doth 
thine r heare carry 
thee away ? and what 
do thine eyes wink 
at ? 


13. 9 That thou 
turned thy fpirit a- 
gainft God, and let- 
teft fuch words go 
out of thy mouth ? 
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XV.Il. 


confolation, and even reftora- SECT - 22 » 
tion to your former profper- 'TT 
ous ftate, upon your timely J 
repentance and future obedi¬ 
ence. And are thefe doftrines 
of no confequence, or have 
more important ones been 
fome fecret way difeovered to 
you ? 

You have not the fhadow 12 
of a reafon, but you have an 
extreme obflinacy that you 
oppofe to what has been fug- 
gelted. Why do you give 
way to all this pride and paf- 
Aon, this unfufferable fpirit of 
fcorn and ridicule ? 
v Your wild tranfports, and 13 
molt contumelious language, 
what have they flopped at ? 
have they not extended to the 
Almighty himfelf ; neither 
fpared his moft wife and righ¬ 
teous diipenlations ? 

Pray 


T By heart feems meant, the pride , anger, and evil pafiions 
of his heart , why did they tranfport , beguile and pervert him ? 
and thd indications of his ire appear in his twinkling infamed 
eyes, and cloudy wrinkled brows ; i. e. in every motion and 
gejlure . Or it may refer to the art of deception, the nods 
and fi^ ns of cunning harlots , or methods pra&ifed by /■ orcerers , 
conjurers and juglers. Pineda reckons the proper fignifi cation 
to be, winking with the eye % as thofe that aim at a mark. 

8 Job' s headltrong pafiions and vile prevarications, Elipha% 
here reckons the more unpardonable and (hocking*, as they 
were levelled at the Almighty ; and the extremely rafti 
words that burlt out of his defiled mouth, as they blafphemed 
his attributes, and traduced his providence. 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 22. Pray what are the fo high 

excellencies of mortal man, 
Jjobxv.i4.j n a 0 f irnperfedUon, 

that he fhould make pretences 
to innocence ? Or he, whpfe 
earthly original is derived 
from frail woman, that he 
fhould lay claim to a,n irre- 
prehenhble virtue, or moral 

righteoufnefs ? . . 

*5 The moft upright and faith¬ 
ful of his fervants, the al¬ 
mighty Being no further con¬ 
fides in than as imperfeft and 
changeable creatures ; and 
even the heavenly hoft, when 
moft regular in their motions, 
* and arrayed in all their beauty 

and 


14. What is x man 
that he fhould be 
clean ? and he which 
is bom of a woman, 
that he fhould be 
righteous ? 


15. Behold, he 
putteth no truft in 
his faints ; yea, the 
heavens are not clean 
in his fight. 




1 This, and the verfe following, sfre taken from Elipbaz's 
vifion or revelation, chap. iv. 1 he meaning feems to be, 
that the condition 'of mortality does nop admit an unfpotted per - 
fetiion ; nor yet the heavens tbemfefaes, Jor they Jhall change , 
or pafs away : [it may be worth the enquiry of the more 
curious, whether the higheft heavens and angelick worlds 
be here meant, or the probable inhabitants of the different 
planets of this folar fyftem.J much lejs one who is under the 
influence of evil'habit , and entirely governed by his own vicious 
ajfe&ionj ; who is eager, unfatisfied, and moft luxurious in 
wickednefs..' The Chincfe philofopher's diftinftion betwixt 
the faint and the wife man, if it ferve not to illuftrate the 
pjafiage, may yet a little entertain the reader. Confucius , in 
l\is morals, fays, reafon and innocence have been equally 
communicated to both of them, and likewife to all other 
men : but the faint has never, in the lead, declined from 
right reafon, and has conftantly preferved his integrity. 
Whereas the wife has not always preferved it, having not 
always followed the light of reafon, becaufe of feveral ob- 
ftacles,. ^nd elpecially by reafon of his paffions, whereunto 
he has foinetimcs been a fl^ve. 



» 


r 


:v*, 


16, How much 
more abominable Sc 
filthy is man, which 
drinketh iniquity like 
water ? 
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3^4 |p)endo«r, f^ll .infinitely Sect. **. 

of his glpfy, 

a#d amazing bowndlets per- * 
fedion, .- 


W hat heavier cont^ropt &nd 16 
utter 4borp|natioa (joes the 
^bapcjoned wrpjch deferve, 
whp is eager and greedy in 
committing the mqft flagrant 
trail lgreflions, and fticljts at 
nothing to defend as well as 
puriyg them, . .., : 


S E G T. XXIIL 

9 

• I I 

r \ » 

Eliphaz, having in his turn required Job iahfarken 
and regard what, be was going tp^ deliver, as 
warranted both by bis own qbfervatipn , and fy 
the bejl authority of the wifeft ancients r deferibes 
the final wretched iffue of the practices he had, 
before hinted at . He y not obfeurely t points out 

Job as the per fort whom the char abler he had 

drawn fo perfectly fu{ted \ that as part of the 
punijhment had already , he could not be furprized 
if the whole , in due time , became his mijerable 

portion. Ver. 17, to the end. 


J O B XV. 17. 

I Will Ihew thee, 
hear me, and 

that 


Job jcv. 17. 

T HAT impious, and a- Sect. 23. 

bandoned wretches only — 1 

mee t Job XV.. 7. 


« Eliphaz having, as he reckoned from Jol? V own words, 
convicted him of impiety to-God* and a contumacious be¬ 
haviour 
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Sect. 23. meet with a moft terrible def- 

/ — tru&ion, and not, as you are 
jo xv * I 7 *p re f um p tuous enough to af- 

fert, promifcuoufly the good 
and evil, I have fomething 
further to fuggeft, grounded 
on my own obfervation, which 
will, nioft. plainly demonftrate 
the 1 matter, and to which I 
defire you will give diligent 
heed. 

18 The fame I fliall confirm 
by the traditional inftruftions, 
handed down through feveral 
ages and generations, from 
men of long ftanding, extra¬ 
ordinary capacities, and Alin¬ 
ing character. It is not only 
what I have experienced, but 
what they likewife have dearly 
difcovered, and ftrongly in¬ 
culcated. 

19 Even as far back as the 
earlidt accounts of time do 

carry 


that which I have 
feen I will declare. 


18. Which * wife 
men have told from 
their fathers, & have 
not hid. 


19. Unto whom y 
alone the earth was 

given. 


haviour refpeflting the fober counfel of his friends, feems to 
leave the fubjefts of repentance and confolation ; and to 
proceed to thunder our againft him a moft fliocking fentence. 

x Peters obferves very properly, this indeed is the way 
that Metis' directs to preferve the memory of the miracu¬ 
lous works of God. — And it was likewife the way that 
all the ancient wifdom, from the beginning of the world, 
was tnnfjnitted to pofterity. Thofe chara&ers belong to 
none fo properly as to Noah and his Tons ; from whom, in 
reality, the ancient traditioris were delivered down. 

y The fame judicious author, with aftrong probability on 
bis iide, adds /, *0 whom is this applicable, but either the 
; originals 

■ L £1 
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given, and no ftran- carry U 9 j and to thofe origi-SECT. 23. 
ger paiTed among na i $> : or reftorcrs of the hu- L rp' — u 

man race, who had the whole xv ‘ 19 * 
earth as their fingle prbperty, 
and under their foie jurifdic- 
tion •, neither were foreign 

O 

commixtures, ftrange cuf- 
toms, or diverfities of inha¬ 
bitants known among them. 

20. The wicked The following maxims de- 2 o 

man z travaileth with r i ve tQ themfelves the utmoft 



authority. 


originals of the human race, or their confervators and ref- 
torers after the general deilrudion by the deluge i Moll 
probably Noah and his family, from whom Job is fuppofed 
to have lived but a few generations diftant, and might re¬ 
ceive the tradition pretty frelh of fo memorable an event. 
And Spanhemtus from Petrus della <valle, Itiner. ii. c. 8, that 
Emir, then a lord or governour of the Arabs, in the year 
1616, afl'erted that he could prove, by the molt authentick 
teftimonies, his own uninterrupted lineal defcent from Noah, 
Nor, faith he, is it wonderful, if they can refer to monu¬ 
ments of ancient cultoms and manners, how they have never 
commixed with any Grangers in marriage, nor pa/Ted under 
a yoke of foreign iervitude. Scbmidius would interpret this 
of the experience of thofe ancient and pious fathers, which 
they had when they were left alone in the earth, and all the 
relt were dilpcri'ed for their impious attempt to build the tower 
of Babel. Vid. Spanbeim . Hi ft. Job. c. iv. §. 18. and Michael, 
in loc. 

* Scbultens obferves that this is a metaphor borrowed from 
child-birth pains. The original denotes extreme angufto, 
trembling fear, and the great ft horror of mind j which the fol¬ 
lowing lines feem elegantly to exprefs. 

Guilt i.^ the fource of forrow : ’tis the fiend. 

The avenging fiend that follows us behind 
With whips and flings. 

The Hebrew for hidden fignifies concealed , privy, fecret, laid 
up in referve, laid up carefully and fafely , — in Jiore as a trea - 
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Sect. 23. authority, by preceding from 

thefe incorrupt artd melt pure 
Job xv.20.fountains. That the ungodly 

wicked man, in the unavoid¬ 
able .refleftions of his own 
mind, through the whole of 
his life, is difquieted and tor¬ 
mented with violent pain and 
the bittereft anguilh, like a 
woman in travail. And the 
lawlefs tyrant and fetourge of 
mankind, renders himfelf fuch 
a dreaded detefted monfter, 
that an addition of days is only 
an increafe of calamities, and 
indeed he can be certain of no 
future years at all. 

21 There is a peculiar preca- 
rioufnefs attendant on his life, 
Whereof his own troubled 
thoughts and guilty confci- 
ence, give him perpetual and 

molt 


pain all his days, 
and the h umber of 
years is hidden to 
the oppreffor. 


21. B A dreadful 
found is in his ears $ 
in profperity the def* 
troyer (hall come up¬ 
on him. 


fure. Literally it is, all the days of a wicked man , he tra¬ 
ve He th with, or tremhleth under pain and fear. And as to his 
number of years, they are a Jecret, and utterly it: the dark , to 
the inftrteJit cruel tyrant : that is, he has not the ufual proba¬ 
bility of other men, that he (hall live any time at all. 

a The Targum interprets, the found of terrors in hell is in 
his ears . And Ab. Ezra , a dreadful found at his latter end ; 
be-acharitho , in the future fate . The words fee m rather to 
refer to that paining foreboding confidence, which has the 
punilhments of this world, and the refentments of injured 
opprefTed men, for its principal objeft : though others, and 
more diflant ones, may be implied. Whether thefe expref- 
fions were borrowed from fome early tradition concerning 
the firf murderer , or not, yet there feertis to be a great 
fimilarity betwixt fome parts of this paifage and the repre- 
ftntation ol his frightful cafe . Comp. Gen, iv. 14. 



22. b He believeth 
not that he (hall re¬ 
turn out of darknefs, 
and he is waited for 
of the fword. 
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moil terrible alartns. The Sect. 23. 
voice of juftice founds incef- 
fandy in his ears, and nor° xv,zl * 
'without reafon, for at a. time 
of peace, in the mi dll of his 
affluence, and height of his 
profperity, the avenger, aflaf- 
fin, or leader of an enraged 
populace (hall fall upon him. 

If any affliction or calamity 22 
overtake him, he cannot find 
the lead ground to believe or 
hope that he (hall recover, or 
be relieved : and wherever he 
is, or whatever engaged in, 
inevitable danger, a drawn 
fword, and a thoufand deaths 
await, or lye in ambufh for 
him. 

He 


k The images are ftrong and natural; and perfectly agree¬ 
able to what is recorded of the diilrefsful apprehenfions ty¬ 
rants are haunted with : they reckon an utter end near, if 
any afHittion happen ; that the greateft mifery is perpetually 
waiting for them, or that they are always in extreme danger j 
as the Latin poet obfervcs of Dionyjius and Damoclis . 

Diftrittus ends cui fuper impio 
Cervice pendet, non ficuhe dapes 
Dulcem elaborabunt faporem ; 

Non avium citharxque cantus 
Somnum reducent, 

Hor. Carm % L. iii. Od. I, 

i 

Schultens fuppofes a fimilarity betwixt this and an old Arabic 
poet delcribing fome imminent danger by thefe terms : the 
Juoord it drawn t the teeth cf death jhine upon him: mwcolli > 
mark a bin : ex omni fpeula : i. e. ex Dis fpecula gladtus ci itn- 
tninet ncc opviato in caput dcfcenfurus. 
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Sect. 23. He is brought to diftrefs 

' and the extremity of poverty ; 
Jo xv.23..^ as ^ ecome a fugitive and 

vagabond, and beg for ne- 
ceflary fuftenance : with this 
mortification, that nobody 
will beflow it on him. From 


23. c He wander- 
eth abroad for bread, 
faying , where is it ? 
He knoweth that the 
day of darknefs is 
ready at his hand. 


numberlefs prefages, the ef¬ 
fects of his own palt iniqui¬ 
ties, he cannot but be fenfi- 
ble of the quickeft approaches 
of utter deftruftion. 

24 Necefiities and tribulations 
lhall alarm, prefs hard upon, 
and, in the ifiiie, prevail over 
him, weak and defencelefs, as 

a mighty 


24. Trouble and 
anguifh lhall make 
him affraid ; they 
lhall prevail againft 
him as a king ready 
to the d battle. 


c It is not unlikely that this was an oriental idiom, as it is 
2 common phrafe in other languages, for being reduced to 
the greatefl ilraits and difficulties. Schmidius renders, at his 
band , more properly it is, by bis handy that is, by himjelf, 
and owing to his-own demerit and mifeondut. Dr. Grey, for 
bejade , reads, 'tide, his deflrution ; and joins the firit part of 
*ver. 23, to ver. 22. He conftrues join choJkec y the day of 
darknefs , with jeba.yathu , /hall make him affraid: and tzazu- 
tnetzukahy trouble and anguifh , with tith kephclm, fhall prevail 
againft him . Then the three verfes will read : (22.) He beliewetb 
not that he fhall return out of darknefs ; and he i: waited for 
of the jword. He wander eth abroad for bread , faying, where 
is it ? (23, 24.) He knoweth that his definition is ready : the 
day of darknefs pall terrify him : trouble and anguifh pall 
prevail againfi bim y as a king ready for battle. His only 
authority is the LXX, His interpretation is not free of 
difficulties ; and the fenfe doth not feem to render it ne- 
ceflary. 

■ d Schindle^ underftands by caddur the fame as cider, viz. 
a fphtre , or any round thing : therefore tranilates it in the 
text, acies cxrcularis Schuttens , from the Arabic , renders the 
Word, to be troubled \ or confujed } to have one's life dijordtred 

h 



2$. For he ftretch- 
eth out his hand 
againft God, and 
ftrengthneth himfelf 
againft the Almigh¬ 
ty- 


26. Ht runneth 
upon him, evsn c on 
his neck, upon the 
thick bodes of hi9 
buckler. 


Hoik cf Job. 


*25 


4 mighty prince, of cjrperi Ssct. 23 
enced general, with a formi- 
dabjearmy, befieges andeafi- 0 XV 24 
ly takes an unfortified city ; or 
at once invades and conquers a 
naked and diftrefled country. 

The ground and reafon is 2$ 
exceeding obvious \ for in the 
habitual and wilful difobedi- 
ence of God’s laws, he, as it 
were, arms himfelf againft the 
Almighty : and by obftinately 
and incorrigjbJy perfifting in 
wickednefs, collects his uc- 
mod force to oppofe and over¬ 
throw his moral government. 

Elated with, and .trufting 2 6 
to the power arid wealth of 
this world, his behavionr is to 
the laft degree provoking s 
and being wholly bent upon 
iniquity and infolent in it, he 
fets afide the divine authority, 

and out-braves the threatnings, 

as if he could cope with the 


by adverfe fortune. Therefore y at bid lavidor may be trans¬ 
lated, ready, or dejlined for the greateji trouble, or the mojl ad- 
•verje fortune . 

e This, and the foregoing verfe, reprefents wickednefs 
by a figare of fpeech that is common in holy writ, and very 
expremve, as enmity , and war waged againft the Almighty. 
Literally it is, not as our tranflators have rendered, but 
he runneth , Sec. with an extended ereft neck , and with the 
thick bofes of his buckler ; that is, he proceeds in the higheft 
degree provoking and infulting his almighty Creator ; which 
gives a clearer and more conliftent meaning. 

, S 

Vol. I. omnipotence 
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Sect. 23. omnipotence of the infinite 

Majetty. 

Jobxv.27. Hj s natural appetites he 

pampers with the choiceft de¬ 
licacies, and indulges in all 
manner of fenfual carnal plea- 
fures, to the hig .eft degree 
of luxury and epicurifm ; 
every part is diftended, and 
the whole body oppreffed with 
the heavy load of unnecefiary 
nourifliment. 

28 By means of thefe enormi¬ 
ties, and as a juft punifhment 
for them, he is fhortly reduced 
to the greateft extreme diffi¬ 
culties v to that degree as not 
to have an houfe for fhelter, 
but what, with every Waft of 
wind, is ready to fall into 
ruins. 

So 


27. { Becaufe he 
covereth his face 
with his fatnefs; Sc 
maketh collops of 
fat on his flanks. 


28. And he dwel- 
leth in * defolate ci¬ 
ties, and in houfes 
which no man in- 
habiteth, which are 
ready to become 
heaps. 


f A fecure indolent luxury, and fenfuality or voIuptuoufnef>, 
ft*cm h£re intended. Bochart and Schulte ns fuppofe the ca¬ 
mel alluded to. , 

Camelus pinguis fuit interf itis fcapularum. 


6 Some interpret, to make them habitable and tranfmit a 
name ; as chap. iii. 14, <vjbo built defolate places for tbemfel<ves : 
but this does not feem to be the fenfe. 'Rather, as is ufual 
with the Arabs, the condition of a place reprefents the circum- 
ftances of a perfon, and one being dei'olate, uninhabited, 
and ready to become heaps, defcribes the other's forlorn 
and undone cflate. 



29. h He fhall not 
be rich, neither ihall 
his fubftance conti¬ 
nue, neither (hall he 
prolong the perfec 
tion thereof upon the 
earth. 


30, He fhall not 
depart out of dark- 
nefs, the Rame fhall 
dry up his branches, 
and by the » breath 
of his mouth fhall he 
go away. 
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So wicked a man (hall ne-$ECT. 23. 
ver furely be rich ; at IeaftJ 
he /hall not long increafe his^° xvr ' 29 ' 
fubftance : he can never take 
root, nor be eftablifhed in 
power and wealth on this 
earth. 

Once fallen into it, he fhall 3 ° 
remain in obfcurity and mi- 
fery : every thing belonging 
to him of defence or fecurityi 
family or children, /hall feel 
the weight of divine ven- 
geance ; be burnt up with. 

Q^2 lightning 


h There Teems to be a beautiful climax or gradation in the 
different exprefTions of this verfe. —An ungodly man fhall 
by no means be rich. But if he be, it ihall not be for any 
long continuance. And if he fhould continue for fome 
time, yet he fhall not be perfect enlarged, or eflablifhed in 
power and wealth. 

» Be-ruach pi'v, Peters remarks — it is not unlikely that 
Elipkax had here in his thoughts the ruacb gedoia, (as it is 
called chap. i. 19,) the great wind that blew down the houfe 
upon Job' s children : and this is the more probable, as he 
purfues the fame /train of arguing, in the like metaphori¬ 
cal expreffions, in the following Verfcs. From the fpeeches 
of Bi/dad, chap . viii. 4, and Ehphaz, chap . iv. 8—n, wfl 
fee how greatly both thefe friends thought Job to be affe&ed 
with the lofs of his children ; for they both take notice of 
it as a very grievous part of his affliction. But with this 
remarkable difference, that Bildad very civilly fuppofes, it 
might be the fins of his children themfelyes that ocQafioned 
their deftrutlion : Elipbaz, that they might be cut off for 
the fins of their father. And this, perhaps*,is the reafon 
that this latter chofc to fpeak in general terms, and tp clothe 
his fentiments in metaphor and figure ; whereas Bildad is 
very plain and particular. Crit. Dijf. 4 to. p . 57, 

Scbuitens reckons, with the LXX, thunder-bolts,\bnrnittg 
winds, or extraot dinary tempejis , proceeding from the immediate 
hand of heaven > here referred to. 



228 A Paraphrase on tfa 

Sect. 23.lightning from heaven, or dif- 

ptrfed as chaff before the rag- 
jo xv, 3 °. j n g w ind, or fweeping whirl¬ 
wind. 

3l Let no man who is feduced 
by the pleafure or profit there¬ 
of, to engage in courfes that 
are impious and immoral, 
ever expeft any thing but the 
natural effeft and deferved 
punifhment of fuch courfes 
and practices. If he propofes 
any lading benefit from that 
which highly provokes an al¬ 
mighty Being, and mod diredl- 
ly leads to mifery and deduc¬ 
tion, he will, in the end, find his 
grofs error and fatal delufion, 
3 z And this (hall happen by 
fome fuddenand violent death, 
long before his appointed 
time, in the natural and or¬ 
dinary courfe of things, be 
compleated : neither (hall his 
branches and offspring, in any 
refpeft, appear to flourilh ana 
profper. 

Rpfnrp 


32 


31, k Let not him 
that is deceived truft 
in vanity; for vanity 
(hall be his recom' 
pence., 


32. Ft (hall bo 
accomplished before 
his time, and his 
branch Hi all not bo 
green. 


* R. Levi comments — the man who is deceived bj cavity 
— believeth not, ci jhav, that vanity (hall be his recoin- 
pence. The fenfe feems pretty much the fame with the 
prefent rendering, Michaelit reckons this a kind of maledic¬ 
tion or imprecation : as if he had faid, may the JooliJh man, 
vcho is devoted to vanity, never meet with any folid fati fac¬ 
tion, &c. 
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35J He ftialllhake 
off his unripe grape 
as the vine, and fhall 
caft off his flower as 
the olive. 


34. m For the con¬ 
gregation of hypo¬ 
crites fhall be defo¬ 
late, and fire fhall 
confume the taber¬ 
nacles of bribery. 


Before they arrive at any StCT -2j v 
confiderable degree of matu- 
rity and perfeftiofi, they fhalr 
fall a fatfifice to fome incura¬ 
ble difeafe, ftrange difafter, 
or unexpe&ed fudden calami* 
ty as the injured bleeding 
vine, being unable to noufifh, 
flhakes off its unripe fruit ; 
or as the blalted olive — it& 
faded flowers. 

It is equal and reafonabte 34 
that the family, and whole 
combined body of hardened 
impious creatures, who, um 
der the difguife of religion^ 
have been carrying on fecular 
views and interefts, fhould, 
after all their fchemes and re¬ 
vels* in gloomy folitude mourn 
their lives as madnefs. And 
even fire break forth from the 
bowels o i the earth, or de- 
fcend in avenging fhowers 
from heaven, compleatly to 
Q^3 deftroy 


1 Cbappelow propofes to tranflate, his unripe grape Jhall he 
flmhen off y as the vine {bakes off its unripe grape : and his {lower 
fljall he caji off ., as the olive cajis off its flower. 

111 tixpocriiy here feems to denote, that particular fpecies 
of it, which confilts in embracing and profefling religion, 
only for its fecular advantages. And bribery to fignify, 
taking gifts, or receiving prefents, and being corrupted by 
them to pafs fcntence, or bear teftimony to the injury of the 
innocent, and defence of the unjuft. By congregation of hy¬ 
pocrites feem meant, hypocrites themfelves, and all who 
were any way connected with, or dependent on them. 
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Sect. 23.deftroy the tabernacles of 

“'wretches, whofe boundlefs ra- 

JODxy.34, * 1 * • 

pine and extortion, corruption 
and avarice, had moll fully 
ripened them for the hand of 
the reaper. 

3$ Nothing better can be ex- 
petted as the final ilTue ; for 
their whole ftudy and con¬ 
trivance, defign and purpofe, 
bufinefs and practice, have no 
other objetts that they are di¬ 
rected to, or concerned about, 
but wicked impofture, perni¬ 
cious villany, and the mod 
confummate iniquity. 


35. n They con¬ 
ceive mi (chief, and 
bring forth vanity, 
and their belly pre- 
pareth deceit. 


* Thefe feem to have been common proverbial expref- 
fions to denote an high degree of vice and wickednefs : or 
he is here drawing the chara&er of fojne of the vilefl of 
piankind. 


CHAP. 



Book of Job. 


A 


CHAP, XVI, SECT. XXIV. 


Job declares the infignificancy , and withal the ex¬ 
treme inhumanity of his friends's difcourfes . They 
could pretend no other ground for their malignity , 
beftdes his adverfe circumftances : and thefe , pro• 
perly confidered , tended rather to excite their com¬ 
panion than procure their cenfure . His cafe, he 

intimates , was difirefsful: but his friends, by 
their reproaches , greatly increafed his troubles : 
neither was this treatment what might be expected 
by a mojl miferable y but truly pious and upright 
man . He laments his calamities \ ajferts his in¬ 

tegrity \ and , in terms moft pathetic , appeals to 
earth and heaven ; earnejlly wifhing the mtjlaken 
affair might , before his approaching end , by the 
all-knowing God bimfelf \ be fet in its jujl and true 
light . Ver i, to the end. 


Job xvi. i, 2. 

T hen joban- 
fwtred & laid, 
i have heard many 
fuch things ; ° mi- 

ferable 


Job xvi, i, 2. 
cyOB, having heard it againS e< 

«/ fuggelted that his afflic- 

tions were punifhments, and^ 01 
Q^4 that 2 ’ 


0 There is fomething nervous and fpirited in this expref- 
fion, observed by profeffor Chappelovo. Eliphaz had jult be¬ 
fore laid, they [wicked men] conceive yamal, which R. Levi 
interprets held ve cajeb , vanity and lying* To this Job re¬ 
plies, in the fame manner of expreflion, menachame yamal, 
mifehievous , falfe, and troublefome comforters are ye all : 
that is, you op! refs, afflibl and grieve ; you do not at all fup- 
port or comfort . And truly, unlefs Job had been the un¬ 
godly tyrant, and cruel unjuil man deferibed by Eliphaz, 
there could be no fignification or reafonable fenfe, butgreat 
malevolence and fallhood, in the inlinuations implied in fuch 
dcfcrlptions. 



ferable comforters 

■ 

are ye all. 
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Sect. 24.that it was plain, from their 

^T‘ V "T feverity, he mu ft be the great- 
jo xvi. i> e Q. 0 |: f inners> defends himfclf 

as follows. 

I want not to be informed 
what rank of exiftence man 
holds, nor to what abfolute 
wretchednefs hideous tranf- 
greftions expofe their infatu* 
ated votaries : what you ad- 
minifter under the notion of 
afluaging, can only ferve to 
heighten my grief; and what 
you term confolation, has in 
it the bittereft fling of af¬ 
fliction. 

3 Should you not cut (hort, 
for what end can you anfwer 
by, fuch kind of unprofitable 
difagreeable difcourfe ? Or on 
what do you ground the high 
preemption, to proceed in 
this abufive and reproachful 
way P 

4 With malevolence enough 
to do it, and only changing 
circumftances, I could ufe the 
fame detracting viiiiying (tile 

that 


3. Shall vain words 
have an end ? Or 
what emboldeneth 
thee that thou an- 
fwereft ? 


4. I alfo could 
fpeak as ye do : if 
your foul were in my 
foul’s (lead, I could 
heap up words p a- 

gainll 


p The above author renders the particle yal t as it is ufed 
to fignify Gen . xlviii. 22, and Job xxiii. 2, more than, above. 
Then Job is to be underftood as alluring them he was, if 
he pleated, their matter even at fatire and inveftive. The 
a&ion, or getture ot Jbaking the bead\ feems reckoned by the 
ancients as very expreffive of paflion and indignation. 


Tum 



gainft you, and (hake 
mine head at you. 


5. But I would 
ftrengthen you with 
my mouth, and the 
** moving of my lips 
(hould a/Twage your 
grief. 
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that you do : dnd, enjoying Sbct. *4. 
affluence, eafe and tranquility, T “P 

• n u n 7 :Jobxvi.4 # 

copioufly harangue upon, and 
difdainfully triumph over an 
objeft of wretchednefs, and 
friend cortflitting with the 
weight of adverfity. 

But I lhould reckon it, to 5 
the laft degree, ungenerous 
and fcandalous, to treat you 
after this manner, From a 
natural fympathy with tha 
common calamities of an im¬ 
perfect being, I would, all 

that 


Turn quaflfans caput hxc effudit peftore difta 
O ftirpem invifam. 

Hie caput quaflans, non me, tua fervida terrens 
Difla ferox. 

Virg. JEneid. 


K»V HOM <f t KfltfH 'U-fOTl flV [JLudtiO&TeLdVfJLOV; 

Horn. Odyjfl 

A like fentiment is contained in the following lines. 

■ —-To exult 

Ev’n o’er an enemy opprefs’d, and heap 
Afiliftion on th’ afflitted, is the mark. 

And the mean triumph of a daftard foul. 

* There feems a peculiar elegance and pathos in this ex* 
preflion The radix iignifies, to be fhaken as a reed with the 
nuind, to tremble , or be in ftrong agitations , by Way of moan¬ 
ing and condolence. Then it is as much as if he had faid, 1 
Jhould not (bake my head by way of derifeon or indignation ; but 
my lips would quiver and tremble in pitying and bemoaning you, 
Chappelow renders this verfe, and the words will bear it, if 
it was as natural and agreeable to the context, I could be 
firongtr and louder in my reflexions than you j but be [that Is, 
God] cooflraim the motion of my lips. 
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Sect. 24. that was reafonable or pofii- 
' -* ble, fupporc and encourage 

XV1 * 5 y ou . an( j j n e very prudent and 
tender expreflion teftify, how 
fenfibly I felt your mighty 
woes, and how deeply con¬ 
cerned I was, if they could 
not be wholly removed, yet 
any way in my power to lefien 
them. 


6 But, whatever 1 advance in 
behalf of my own innocence, 
and to excite your compaf- 
fion and condolence, it is not 


effedtual : and what better 


ground have I to expeft pity 
or fuccour, fhould I impofe 
upon mylelf the profoundeft 
filence- 


All this infenfibility of tem¬ 
per, and mercilefs brutality 
of mind you fhew, are, ne- 
verthelefs, entirely owing to 

the 


6. r Though I fpeak 
my grief is not af- 
fwaged : and though 
I forbear what am I 
eafed ? 


7. But now 3 he 
hath made me weary, 
thou halt made defo¬ 
late all my company. 


r A kind of fufpenfe and doubt with himfelf how to att is 
here denoted ; as he had but too much reafon to expert 
the event would be the fame, as to the opinion of his 
friends, and the relief of his miferies, whether he fhould 
fpeak or hold his peace. 

• Here is obfervable, by an unexpected and beautiful lively 
turn of thought, a change of the perfons from the third to 
the fecond : as if he had faid — He [the grand Difpofer of 
all events] hath quite exhaujied my natural firength y and tired 
me out , vuajted and difppated me with troubles : and, as what 
Itill more heavily afttiCted him, he, as it were, turns to the 
Almighty, faying, thou haft deprived me of or alienated me 
from ail focial advantages^ and relative comforts . All men have 

foriaken, or only remain to diftrefs and torment me. 



1 * 


8. And thou hall 
* filled me with wrin¬ 
kles which is a wit- 
nefs againft me : and 
my leannefs riling up 
againft me, beareth 
witnefs to my face. 


Bock of Job. 

* * t 

the wearifome forlorn condi J- 
tion which Providence hath . . 
brought me to. By thy al- 
lotment, all ruling Deity ! I 
am deftitute of health, riches, 
and relatives ; and, as the 
pure refult hereof, my friends 
are diverted of all Jociable af¬ 
fections, of all equity, candour, 
or mercy to me. 

The rtrongert arguments of 8 
reafon that I am upright, and 
that thou art not dilpleafed, 
will have no weight, fet againft 
the fenfible proof that thou 
art, and demonftration, as 
' they 


1 Sckultens and others, from the Arabic, interpret this 
word, to punijh a perjon by JirJi tying him neck and heels , as 
a Jheep is bound deftined for Jlaughter : and underhand by it, 
fame grievous, fertile, ignominious punijhment. Chappefovj pro¬ 
poses to read — fince thou haft apprehended me, it [my con¬ 
finement] is as a wit nefs, and rifes up again]} me : my failure 
beareth tefiimony again]} me. This 1 all claufe Schultens ren¬ 
ders, and the belying of me, [by my friends] rifiug up againft 
me, beareth witnefs [againft me] openly to my face. But he 
ingenioufly conjectures, the word ufed here may come from 
EWn. c ^ a ff » and that 3 is a note of likenefs. 

If the miftake of a fingle letter by fome negligent tran- 
fciiber could be fuppofed, and inftead of the original 

to have been . or the fenfe would perhaps be 

clearer of all difficulties ; and the rendering be, my being 
bound in fetters, or the wrinkles upon me are my mockery , or 
the occafion of my being ridiculed and expo fed ; and the general 
defection and failure, or uniyerfal leannefs, rifeth up againft me, 
anjweretb to my face. As it now Hands in the Hebrew it is 
literally, and that which wrinkles me is a witnefs, and riftth 
againft me ; my failure, or falfhood, before my face anfweretb 
or teftifteth; that is, they contradict me, and declare lam punijbed 
and under the divine difpleafure . 



23 6 


A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 24.they efteem it, of numberlefs 

vifible deformities 5 a fhrivel- 
° *ed (kin, and a body wholly 

emaciated. Here they ground 
their calumnies and endlefs 
reproaches, and infill upon 
wickednefs as the certain caufe 
of all. 

9 And as the calamities I 
have undergone have con¬ 
cerned the molt tender arti¬ 
cles, and been of the moft 
irreparable dreadful kind ; 
they conclude the Almighty 
is in the higheft degree in- 
cenfed ; his anger kindled, 
and burning with the utmoft 
fury : indeed that his ven¬ 
geance is implacable, utterly 
inexorable, and will never 
ceafe purfuing me, till I fink 
into abfolute and remedilefs 
deftru&ion. 

iq Confidering me in this 
light, and my Maker as my 
inveterate and irreconcileable 
enemy, they fully conclude it 
right for them to concur with 

his 


9. u He tearethme 
in his wrath who 
hateth me; he gnafh- 
eth upon me with hi* 
teeth ; mine enemy 
fharpeneth his eyes 
upon me. 


1 o. They have 
gaped apon me with 
their mouth, they 
have fmitten me 
upon the cheek 
reproachfully, they 

have 


u Thefe ftrong cxpreffions may be considered as the an* 
fiver or tepmony. Sol Jar chi writes, fat an is the enemy . The 
phrafes were ufual with the Arabs , and probably with othef 
Orienfahy to denote the height of anger and fury. The 
Pfalmijl has the fame, Pfal \ xxxvii. 12. The 9th verfe 
Teems to reprefent the other evils and calamities which had 
befallen him 1 he 10th the cohfeqoent hard ce/tfures and 
abufes of his friends. 



have gathered them- 
(Vive3 together a- 
gainit me. ' 


Book of Job. 2 qy 

his providence in diftreflingSEc-r. 24. 
me i neither do they think it H 
poffible for them to be too fe- XVi ‘ 
vere in executing the divine 
fentence, upon one whom it 


has devoted to indignation 
and wrath, tribulation and 


anguifh, which lhall devour 
the adverfary. 

n. God hath * Thus the affliiting hand of 11 
delivered me to the heaven hath expofed me to 

un S odl y* difficulties, 


* Schultens renders, be hath delivered me bound by the nech % 
from the Arabic /agara t which is particularly applied to a 
dog having a wooden collar or clog fajlened to bis neck . The 
original fignifies, to /but up the doors or gates of a houfe or city » 
jb that no one can either go out or come in. It is ufed to de¬ 
note, being in fucb a manner expofed to calamities that there if, 
no avoiding them> or fo in an energy's hand , and imfrifoned , that 
there is no efcaping. Turned over , Bochart y from the Arabic t 
renders this obfeure word, as he terms it, to be dangeroufly 
perplexed^ or inextricably involved , fomething that is hidden 
and extreme hazardous , to be caji or fall into Jlraits y as from 
a precipice into a well or pit f or as Jheep into thick and flicking 
clay whence they cannot get out of. To turn out of the right 
way and be greatly entangled . Hieroz . L. ii 1 . 14, 

The original denotes perverjenejs y and turning out of the 
right road of action or happinefs . Numb. xxii. 32, becaufe thy 
way is turned again/ me ; or thou haft turned out of the way 
of duty, into a way which is in diredi oppofition to me. In 
the text — God hath turned me over y bath turned me upon the 
hands of the wicked , that is, hath turned me out of the way 
of fafety and peace, in which I was walking, into a road 
where 1 am fallen into the hands of the wicked. See 
lor s Concord . on the foot DT* 

Some underftand, God had delivered him up to the 
cruelty of fatan and his miniftry, to be a mark for all 
their (hafts Mudge fays, the dignity of the image requires 
it, ii iuch a being entered into Job' s fcheme of faith, it 
would be natural for him to fay it, and as it was the real 
fadl, it was further proper that it Ihould fomewhere bo 
hinted. 
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Job xvi. 

M. 


Sect. 24 »difficulties, from which I can 

by no means difengage my- 
felf; and thefc, my profefied 
friends, a partial, cenforious, 
and moft ungodly genera¬ 
tion, under pretence ot my be¬ 
ing forfaken and abhorred ot 
God, take the liberty to look, 
upon me as their own pro¬ 
perty, to ufe as they think 
fitting, and moft tyrannically 
feoff and trample on. 

As you my friends now 
do, no Jong time fince I en¬ 
joyed as much happineis as 
peace and health, a numerous 
family, and large flow of prof 
pericy could afford me. The 
feene is changed. And by 
the will of heaven, not through 
my own wickednefs, I have 

fnffprprl 


12 


ungodly, arid turned 
me over into the 
hands of the wicked. 


12. I was at eafe, 
but he hath y broken 
me afunder: he hath 
alfo taken me by the 
neck and ftiaken me 
to pieces, and fet me 
up for his mark. 


y The original is, he hath difanulied, abolifised , crufhed, 
quafhed me. The allufions are very expreflive, and Chappe- 
low thinks the words, as Pope has it, in found arc an eccho to 
the jenfe. But it is not fo eafiiy made out what is referred to. 
Sol. Jure hi explains the paflage by Jer. xiii. 14, Pful. ii. 9, 
and cxxxvii. 9, the prophet repreients the inhabitants of 
Jerufalem by bottles filed with new wine : and the Lord 
declares, I will dafb them one agaiv.fi another — dajbetb thy 
Utile ones — and thou fhalt daft them in pieces like a potter's 
veffel. The ancient rural amufements and diverfions are 
moft probably alluded to ; and as neither this nor the next, 
will in all articles agree with the famous one of wreftling, 
nor, as has been obierved from Peters on another occalion, 
with any but hunting of wild beafts : the taking of one of 
thefe feeins elegantly fet before us. They overcome him, 
(hake him by the neck, fet him up for a mark ; make a ring about, 
take out his inwards, and pour upon the ground his gall . 



13. His archers 
compafs me round 
about, he cleaveth 
my reins afunder, 
and doth not fpare j 
he poureth out my 
gaul upon the 
ground. 


14. z Hebreaketh 
me with breach upon 
breach, he runneth 
*pon me like a gi¬ 
ant. 



*3 
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fuffcred an entire reverfe of SEC T.24* 
fortune, am become defpica- 
ble and miferable in myfelf, 
and a publick fpe&acle. 

Hardly any images in this 
world, fully exhibit the re¬ 
proaches and perfecutions my 
innocent misfortunes expofe 
me to. As if I was fet up 
for that purpofe, I am the 
mark at which flander and 
malice aim their moft en¬ 
venomed fhafcs. . As if I was 
transformed into a wild beaft, 
and to be hunted down, taken 
in the toils, or fhot through 
with darts, to be purfued and 
(lain; fo am I perfecuted, not . 
in the lead fpared, nor any 
thing omitted to heighten my 
grievances. 

At once I am exercifed and 
diftreiTed in a multiplicity of 
inftances ; and fome of the 

moft 


H 


1 Schuberts^ Mercer , and others, reckon this a frefti fimile, 
and to be taken from fieges, with the ancient battering 
rams : and that probably gladiators and their exercifes or 
combats are refcred to. As it is ufual with this author to 
purfuc a fentiment to the furtheft it will bear, the allufion 
rather leems continued, with thefe additional circumftances, 
of different multiplying wounds ; and at laft, when the 
beaft is quite foiled, halting or running upon him with the ut- 
moft iinpctuofity and violence : and thus it appears a very 
perfed, ami moft beautiful ftriking reprefentation of Job's 
various complicated misfortunes. Mudge renders, quite through 
and through , jo that the breach where the arrow entered, faced 
that where it came out . 
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S^ct. 24. moft difficult to bear are 

the attacks upoti chara&er, in 
14. point of that dear integrity 

which I have ever inviolably 
maintained.; and with charges 
of iniquity and vile hypoerify 
which it is known I have aU 
ways hated, 

*5 If any thing could have 
prevented, or might clear me 
from thefe heavy accufarions, 
and furely it ought to do it, 
1 have been a perpetual moft 
difconfolate mourner : upon 
the awful changes made in 
my circumftances, giving alj 
the tokens of an unfeigned 
deep farrow ; and patiently re- 
figning to a fuperior direction 
every thing of appearance, 
dignity and authority in this 
world, men arc-ufually moft 
fond of. 

My 


15. a I have tewed 
fackdoth upon my 
Ikin, and defiled my 
horn in the dull. 


\ 


a This coarfe kind of apparel Teems to plead a very 
early antiqpity for its u ^ e by way of humiliation ; and hqni 
to denote honour and fplendour, by a metaphor taken from 
cattle, whofe pride it may be reckoned, and when lying, 
down which lay this pride down with them, in the dull or 
on the earth. The art of fpinning and weaving, as Lewi* 
obfervea, was early found out. The wool of flieep was 
ufed principally ; and for eparfer purpofes, efpecially for 
fackcloth 1 in time of diltrefs and mourning they wrought 
the hair of goats, camels and horfe6 : the white goats hair 
wap the moft valuable . and therefore the fackcloth was 
made of black, which is the reafun why the feripture lays 
of the fky when very cloudy, that it is (awed a uith faek~ 
doth and blacknejt . Heb. Antiq. V:l. 1, p. 233. 



16. My face is b 
foul with weeping, 
and on mine eye-lids 
is the fhadow of 
death. 


17. Not for any 
injuftice in mine 
hands : alio my * 
prayer is pure. 
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My inflated cheeks, and Sect. 24. 
disfigured fqualid afpeft, bear /T 
the pitiable ftrong marks of XV1 " 
extraordinary anguifh ; and 
my decayed fight, and blink¬ 
ing almoft blinded eyes, fcarce 
diftinguifh between day and 
night, the plained and the 
moft obfeure objects. 

Not, I ftill aver and main- l 7 
tain it, on account of any 
iniquities and wrongs I have 
ever done any man ; my re¬ 


ligious profeffions, mon*6ver, 
and my judicial fentences 
have been incorrupt and fin- 


b The Hebrew fignifies, clay, mud, JUme , to daub with snor¬ 
ter or bitumen : to be in a turbid jlate like water with mud, 
Schultens t to be red and fwtlen. The plain fenfe is, his face 
was fouled and blubbered with weeping ; and his eye-fight 
decayed to almoft total blindnefs. Cbappelow obferves, that 

the true reading is not rnD'lDH* but VlOTEH* Con - 
firmed not only by the Maforets, but by the Hebrew com* 
mentators, Ab . Ezra, R. Levi, So/. Jarchi. Comp. cb. x. 20, 
The word being doubled is fuppofed to increafe the fenfe, 
as in *ver . i 2. The author of the Vulgate renders it, intu - 
muit, my face /wells with weeping. This agrees with the 
Arabic radix, chamara fermentavit , or ahamara rubuit t 
c The meaning of this word in the original is not only 
to ajk, beg or pray, but to arbitrate , determine or fettle , de¬ 
cide, or compoje by arbitration , to he an advocate, or to adjudge : 
and Job having juft declared, that there was no injuftice in 
his hands , as Cbappelow obferves, might intend by the latte® 
phrafe, to vindicate his proceedings in the adminiftration of juf- 
tice ; and to lay, for my judgment [is or hath been pure.'] I 
have expreifed both fenfes in the paraphrafe ; though the 
real meaning of the original word, in other paflages, feems 
to give the preference to the profeflor's interpretation* 

Vol. I. R cere, 
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f 

Sect. 24 # cere, never once ftained with 
1 TT V ^^the fmifter views of a vile hy- 

Job xvi. . r 

pocrify. 

18 And if added to all my 


l 7 


other fufferings, the lofs of 
my fubftance and the death 
of my children, I am myfelf 
alfo to die, a juft man, under 
the fufpicions and horrid re¬ 
proaches of guilt and wick- 
ednefs - 7 and thus, as it were, 

my 


18. A O earth, co¬ 
ver not thou my 
blood, and let my cry 
have no place. 


d This ftrong and moving apoflrophe is differently ren¬ 
dered. The pious and learned Bifhop Patrick paraphrafes 
if this be true, let my blood be left to the dogs to lick 
when I am dead ; and let neither God nor man regard my 
complaint while I am alive. Which falls vaffly Ihort of 
the fublimity and ffriking pathos of the original. Job , in 
a very affefting manner, had declared his miferv. He 
adds, no crimes had procured it. His main endeavour 
had been always to deferve a virtuous character : and after 
all am I, fays he, to depart this life with a charafter 
darkened — what worfe is it to ffied a man’s blood — 
and, O earth, as thou publifheft murder, and giveff wings 
to the rueful horrible cry of blood — never wilt lie eafy 
upon and hide blood, nor flop its cry — fo do thou vindi¬ 
cate my innocence, never fuffer matters to lie rtill before 
the calumnies are removed : nor the voice of a powerful 
defence to be lilenced, before my right eotftiefs break forth 
as brightnefs , See. There feems a refemblance betwixt 
this paflage and Gen. iv. io, ix. 4, 5. Neither is it im¬ 
probable, that Job had fome traditional knowledge of the 
feripture flory of Cain flaying his brother, and of the pre¬ 
cepts of Noah, kludge fuppofes this place parallel to c,k . xix. 
25, where he fays he has, a vindicator alive ; here, a voitnefs 
in heaven . He is confident God will do him juftice one 
time or other, and wifhes only he could live to fee it here : 
provided he can find no opportunity to fue for juftice to 
God in perfon, he calls boldly on the earth not to cover 
his blood ; that, like Abet s, it might plead aloud for him — 
fometime hence, when himfclf was gone, 



»9- Alfo now, be¬ 
hold, my witnefs is 
in heaven, and my 
record is on high. 


20. * My friends 
fcom me ; bat mine 
eye poureth out tears 
unto God, 
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my innocent blood be (hed : Sect 
yet, O earth, yield thy tefti- ^ 
mony to my innocence, by {g. 
never covering that blood, nor 
ftilling my cries, till injured 
virtue obtain juftice, and it 
appear to all the world, that 
thefe calamities befel me, 
poflibly to crown my inte¬ 
grity, but not to punifli my 
crimes. 

Even now, be it known, I *9 
Hand upon the foot, of an 
honeft and fincere man, in 
the infallible view of divine 
Omnifcience 5 and as fure as 
there are records on high, and 
a fupreme tribunal that will 
/et all matters right, my ac¬ 
counts will bear the telt. 

I cannot but refent the fa- 20 
tyrical and fcornful reflections 
and behaviour of thefe my 
ungenerous faithlefs friends : 
nevertheless, my complaints 
are to a mod righteous God, 
who, for the prefent, fuffers 
fuch undeferved indignities to 


be caft on his fervant 

R 2 


and 

the 


c The above author fuppofes, upon his appealing and 
pointing up to heaven, that his friends gave an infulting 
kind oj jruo'y as if he had little to expeft from that quarter: 
upon which he fays, my friends are jcojfing at me I fee ; but 
Cod, to whom thefe tears are dropping , [for tears you are to 
fuppofe at this unnatural ufage] vji/l fee them and do me 
jujiite* 
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Sect. 24 -the pathetic accent of flovying 

briny tears gives thefe com¬ 
plaints and forrows weight. 

O how I could wifh and 
long to prefent an addrefs 
before his throne of glory, 
and have my open conference ; 
compared with the indelible 
characters that are written in 
his book concerning pier I 
fhould as certainly appear to 
be a juft man and in his fa* 
vour, as the moft prudent; and 
jealous intejrceltor for hiqi 
ever made his injured friend, 
appear, by declaring the whole, 
undifguifed truth, and expof- 
ipg all falfe and exaggerated, 
reports to his disadvantage. 

%z I have nothing more at 
heart, than tfiat my reputation 
might, foon as poGlble, be 
fully cleared to furvive me i 
becaufe I capnot expert long 
to live, and I fhall never re¬ 
turn from the invifible world, 
to defend or refeue it from the 
unjuft eft charges. 


21. O that one 
might plead for a 
man with God, as a 
man pleadeth for hi® 
neighbour. 


22* When a few 
years are come, then 
I ihall go the way 
whence I (hall not re¬ 
turn. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. SEC T- XXV. 

Job, apprehenfive that life with him was near a 
period, urges his friends that, laying afide all 
altercation and caviL they would let the matter 
be brought, by foie dint of argument, to a fair 
ijfue ; which he makes no doubt would be in his 
favour . The welfare of mankind and common 
caufe of virtue he takes to be inter eft ed\ as well 
as his char a bier concerned in fucb decifton : at 
the fame time he feems greatly to queftion, whether 
they had Underftanding, ingenuity, or integrity 
enough to agree to it ; and concludes in mournful 
terms, lamenting his approaching mortality, and , 
as it were, taking leave of the world. Vcf, i* 
to the end. 


J o b xvii. I. 
t Jk ftT Y breath is 

1V1 corrupt, my 
days are extinft, the 
graves are ready for 
me. 


Job xvii. i. 

A ccording to aiisBct.24. 

human probability, and J 
from the fenfible decays a.V° 
well as exquifite pains I feel, 

R 3 the 


f Chappelow renders this, 1 have fuch an opprejjton that I can 
hardly jpeak . The Targum and Schmidius , all my vital powers 
are obflruhled in their operation , Schultens, and by reading 
pyf, inftead of interprets, was amazed, affrighted, 

put out of his wits with the noife of fame one blaming or fold¬ 
ing. J tempefl that diflurbs all things ; or a thunderbolt that 
Jlrikes them down , lays them flat . Cocceius interprets the next 
claufes, allpleafure of life was taken away, and his body as it 
were a living carcafs . The graves, &c. In poetry, Schultens 
obferves, plurals are frequently taken for fingulars. Thus, 
Jephtba was buried beware, in the cities cf Gilead ; that is, 
in one of the cities ; and thus graves for one of them. 
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Sect. 25. the lamp of life will fhortly 

^T V "T" > be extinguilhed \ the number 
Jo xvi,.i. of ^ d a y S are near enc j ec j . 

and the filent grave expelling 
my lifelefs remains very fcon 
to be lodged in it. 

2 To what purpofe then all 
this ftrife and contention ? 
efpecially this continued un¬ 
interrupted infult and derifion 
which lpend my tedious days, 
and are ever before my griev¬ 


2. Are there not * 
mockers with me ? 
and doth not mine 
eye continue in their 
provocation ? 


ing eyes. 

3 Whatever your reproaches 
would fuggeft, or you really 
. think to the contrary, I am 
mod earneftly defirous to ap¬ 
pear before a proper and im¬ 
partial 


3. h Lay down 
now, put me in a 
furety with thee ; 
who is he that will 
flrike hands with 
me ? 


a Mudge underltands this, that if he could be certain to live 
(but that could not be) to fee the iflue of this caufe, depend¬ 
ing between him and his friends, he was fo fure of it, that 
he could even almoft laugh at them, and fit unmoved ever 
fo long [1 had rather, faith he, it were m y eye 

could look fcornfully] at their inveflives : he further adds, 
who will lay a wager with me ? [the ftrains to call up a 
little momentary pleafantry] for to be fure they can never 
have made the leak obfervation upon the affairs of the 
world, and therefore God would never think them proper 
perfons to fit in a tribunal of juftice, [0*)^ carries that idea 
in it, and eh. xiii. 12, he talks of their tribunals as tribu¬ 
nals of dirt before God,] or give fan&ion to their fentence 
pronounced upon him. 

h The feveral images here brought together, as Peters ob- 
ferves, feein borrowed from courts of judicature, as laying 
down a caution , putting in a furety, Jinking bands, are not 
only a beauty in poetry, but fliew the earnellnefs of his 
defire to appear before his judge and take Ills trial, im¬ 
plying his confidence, that whenever it was decided fairly 
and impartially, he (hould certainly be acquitted. 



4. 1 For thou haft 
hid their heart from 
underftanding, there* 
fore fhalt thou not 
exalt them. 


5. He that fpeak- 
cth k flattery to his 
friend s, ev e n th e eye s 
of his children fhall 
fail. 
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partial Judge, and take my Sfi cT. 25. 
final trial. . -v— 

For, O thou aIl-difcerningjobxvii,4. 

Being, thou wilt pronounce 
a mod righteous fentence ; 1 

but thefe my friends are fo 
lubjefted to a fpirit of delu- 
fion and infatuation, that they 
are incapable and utterly un¬ 
worthy of the honour of any 
exalted province, or determin¬ 
ing in an affair where there is 
difficulty. 

It is proverbial, and may $ 
be taken as an uncontefted 
maxim, that he who has no 
R 4 other 


3 Schultens interprets, impreffed as It were a feal on their 
hearts , that they can neither perceive nor produce any thing of 
moment, or that is to the purpofe . Thou wilt make nothing of 
them of any confequence. . 

k pbn fignifies, to fmoOth or folijh metaly and figuratively, 
to fmooth the tongue by way of flattery ; but it more frequently 
denotes, to divide into partSy to deal out in Jhares : to ajflgn 
feveralperfonsfeveral flations ; and this feems to be its mean¬ 
ing here — which literally runs — be fhall reckon friends 
for a port ion y pojjejflon or inheritance, and the eyes of his chil¬ 
dren pall fail ; that is, traitors and deferters in point of 
friendfhip, who make an undue advantage of them ; or 
efpecially who, by infulting the calamities of their diftrefled 
friends, give them up as a fpoil or publick prey, to be 
mangled and abufed by all ; his children’s hopes from 
friends fhall deceive or difappoint them. By this interpre¬ 
tation the paifage is clear and conne&ed, and the next 
verfe conies in with the greateft propriety and force. Mudge 
interprets, he has talked peremptorily of an allotment of 
vengeance dellined for the wicked, but the eyes of Kis fons 
would be glad to fee it : i. e. it will^be long enough be¬ 
fore it comes ; whereas God hath already fet me out, CsV. 
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% 

Sect. 25, other notion of friendfhip than 

as a portion or inheritance, 
^ xvil, *‘and is any time ready, if he 

may reap the leaft benefit by 
it, to facrifice his moft fami¬ 
liar intimate acquaintance to 
the world’s negleCt and con¬ 
tempt : his friends will be 
few in number, and his chil¬ 
dren, aCting by the fame rules, 
may cherilh expectations from 
men, but their hopes fliall 
meet with nothing but delays 
and difappointments. 

6 The Almighty hath been 
pleated to vifit and diftrefs 
me; and my friends take oc^ 
cafion from thence to expofe 
me as a victim to vulgar hate 


and popular derifion ; having 
firft entertained one another, 
at their publick afiemblies, 
with a ludicrous mimickry, 
and exceflive merriment, at 
my circumftances and cha¬ 
racter. 



6. He hath made 
me alfo a 1 by-word 
of the people, and 
aforetime 1 was as a 
tabret. 


1 Or proverb of the vulgar populace, the pfalmifi proba¬ 
bly had this paifage in view, Pfal . lxix. 12 . Tabret or drum , 
nsnv <velut res confpuenda *vel execrobilis. The Perfic tof¬ 
ten % and the Arabic tuffet , or tuff'an, Schultens and Micbae/it 
derive from this radix, alfo the JewiJh tophet . It was a 
term of reproach like raca t or the Englijb fie t fie ; as if its 
objeft defervcd to be fpit on, buffeted or curled. 
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7. m Mine eye alfo Afi the efffedt of tny cala-SECT.25. 
is dim by reafon of mities, my afpeft or appear- ‘ r w zT-* 
forrow, and all my ^ j s indeed enough altered xvu ' 7, 

members are as a * - . R 

(hadow. and disfigured to give occa- 

fion, and in every organ or 
inftrument of my bodily ma¬ 
chine, I retain only the form 
and mere unfubftantial ftiadow 


8. n Upright men 
(hall be a(loni(hed at 
this, and ihe inno¬ 
cent (hall Air up him- 
felf againft the hypo¬ 
crite. 


of a man. 

Neverthelefs, my heart and 8 
mind, my virtue and religion 
are the fame that ever they 
were ; the common intereft 
of thefe is plainly ftruck at : 
and all men, of real wifdom 
and integrity, will be amazed 
and thunderftruck with the 


perverfe reafonings of my 
falfe friends, on my uncom¬ 
fortable difmal fate : as if dif- 


treffes only could prove an in¬ 
nocent perfon to be wicked, 

and 


m Job had before mentioned the dimnefs of his eye*fight 
by reafon of weeping ; and as the eye is fometimes ufed 
to expref9, I here underftand it of the whole afpeft and 
appearance: and the propriety and beauty of the fubfequent 
claufe, in this interpretation, feems to confirm it as the de- 
fign of the author. To reprefent a man’s body in fuch 
circumftancca, by the term Jhadow, is perhaps common to 
all ages and languages, Vid, ApolL Rbod . 1. iv. p. 1280. 
Eurip. An dr cm. p, 745, Adjchin. Eumen . p. 302. 

Some underftand the former paflage of his reafon and un - 
derfland'mg % the latter of his bodily organs and inftruments . 

n kludge explains this as fpoken ironically, as much as to 
fay, fine encouragement this for the good ! they cannot but 
Hand amazed to be fure to fee this publick example of di¬ 
vine juftice ! they will be animated by it in the way of 
virtue ! 
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Sect. 25.and to deferve both the wrath 
t" of God and man ; their ut- 
Jo zea j will be fired againft 

that infincerity or grofs ftupi- 
dity which meafures people’s 
piety and virtue by their ex¬ 
ternal profperity ; and their 
noblefl refolution to defend 
the caufe of truth and inte¬ 
grity, as fupportable by other 
arguments, and in the end to 
obtain a quite different 


9 


10 


pence. 

By this means probity and 
good faith fhall not fail from 
the earth, as from my friends’s 
way of arguing they are in the 
greateft danger of doing. The 
labour and hardfhip a reli¬ 
gious life expofes men to, 
fhall not difcourage, rather 
animate and infpire their vir¬ 
tuous purpofes : and with e- 
very difficulty they fhall find 
their inward ftrength increafe, 
to afTail and vanquifh it. 

And as to you, my profef- 
fed comforters, who deliber¬ 
ate 


9. The righteous 
alfo fhall hold on his 
way, and he that 
hath clean hands 
fhall be ftronger and 
ftronger. 


10. But as for yoa 
all, do you 0 return 

and 


0 Some interpreters reckon this either an ancient form of 
expre/Tion, figniTying to appoint and fummon councils , and in¬ 
fpire them with attention and diligent clcfe application of mind r 
to deliberate of ?natters of importance . Or to tumultuous riotous 
ajfemblieiy which are in perpetual commotion and violent agita¬ 
tion ; as in that pafTage 1/ai. xxi. 12. It Teems to denote 
Job's friends’s perfuafions of him to return from his evil 
courfes, and be again reftored to an earthly profperity*. 



and come now : for 
I cannot find one wife 
man among you. 


11. p My days are 
pall, my purpofes are 
broken off, even the 
thoughts of my heart. 


12.* They change 
the night into day : 

the 
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ate and confult for my refto-SBCT. 25. 
ration to an earthly profperity, VT 
and advife repentance as the J IO- xv11 ' 
way to it: you have no rea- 
fonable foundation for vour 


counfel, and what I now add 
will confute all your argu¬ 
ments, and demonftrate your 
entire ignorance. 

You promife opulence, and 11 
fcenes of temporal pleafure ; 
but to whom do you promife 
them ? Or upon what grounds 
of probability ? Is youth to 
be recovered ? or will paft 
days return? Are fchemesand 
defigns, totally fruftrated, to 
be renewed ? or can the lofies 
of my molt valuable poflef- 
fions, and deareft children, 
ever, in this world, be re¬ 
trieved ? 

This real pofture of af- 12 
fairs fo changes and reverfes 

my 


P This is explained to fignify as much as if he had faid, 
according to the courje of nature 1 am grown an old. man, afflic- 
tions haue Jhortened my days ; and dreadful difafters broken in 
upon, indeed wholly fruftrated all my fecular febemes : there can 
be no foundation for the hopes you would fill me with of better 
fortune . T he vbjeds of my moft fixed thoughts, not only my he - 
reditary pofttftions but my moft defirable enjoyments , [furely his 
dear children] are plucked up by the roots . 

* Some underhand this of Job's nights which afforded 
him no flecp or reft ; Schmidius , of the arguments of his 
friends and their utter abfurdity ; the fame as if they were 
fquaring of circles, or reconciling contradictions. Scbultens 

©bfervM 
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SfccT.25.my opinions of things, that 

I now truly account the night 
12, XV11, d eat h for the day of lift ; 

from difmal and horrid dark¬ 
nefs I derive my only light of 
confolation ; all other co'fn- 
Forts^ that do not fuppOfe rrte 
upon the verge of this earth, 
can have no more fignifica- 
tion, than if you perfuaded 
me that darknefs is light, light 
darknefs. 

13 Whatever hopes you pro- 
pofe to excite, yet 1 am fully 
fatisfied, that if I will ration¬ 
ally expert any thing, it muft 
be this, that the Jheol , or in- 
vifible ftate, (hall very fhortly 
be my habitation ; and all the 
ornaments wherewith I am to 
deck my bed, will be utter 
darknefs. 

14 It cannot be long before I 
muft do it, and I almoft 

reckon 


the light is fliort be- 
caufe of darknefc. 


13.1/" I wait, the 
grave is mine houi'c: 
I have made my bed 
in darknefs. 


14. I have faid to 
corruption, thou art 

my 


obferves a peculiar beauty artd elegance in the words, which 
I have endeavoured to preferve in the paraphrafe ; viz. My 
only light rlfes from obfcuvity , my jubar or fun beam is horrid 
darknefs y my aurora or morning-far the Jhadonv of death. May 
not the fenfe, agreeable to the literal rendering, be, that 
thfe litilatioh of Job's affairs was fuch as to turn the night of 
death and fbrrow into the day of life and confolation : the 
moft defirable light was near from the face of darknefs, or 
Was ready to approach and fliine upon him out of it. Chap- 
felon*) renders night [or as to night] it is changed into day : 
light [or as to light] it comes near to darknefs. And the 
next vfirfe — if I wait for the grave it is mine houfe. I 
ftiairitopport [or fpread] my couch with pomp in darknefs. 
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my father : to the 

worm, thou art mv 
mother and my Af¬ 


ter. 


15. And r where is 
now my hope ? as 
for my hope, who 
ftiall fee it ? 


16. They (hall go 
down to the bars of 
the pit, when our * 
reft together it in the 
dull. 


*4 


reckon myfelf as having now Sect. 25. 
fubmitted my bcJdy to the moft 
difagreeable mortifying cir- -* 0 xvu * 
cumftances, which one day at¬ 
tend all men’s earthly remains. 

My fubftance and family 15 
utterly extirpated, my cha¬ 
racter darkened, and the hour 
of my departure at hand, 
what reafonable hopes can be 
formed as to this world ? And 
what would all men judge by 
the fpeedy contemptible iflue 
of them, fhould I give way to 
fuch flattering, but deceitful 
hopes and profpefts ! 

If I could imagine and 16 
fancy in this extravagant ro- 
rqantick way, yet I, and all 
my vain imaginations, will be 
buried and forgotten in the 
grave, if ever we come, as 
e'er long we inevitably fhall 
do, to that reft under ground. 


r In thefe words is obfervable a fudden and beautiful turn 
of thought : as if he had £aid, infefls and putrefattion are to 
be my only ailociates : buried and forgotten, andi 

where is now my hope ? elegantly redoubled, and my hopt % 
who Jhall think the refult of it worth their notice or obferua- 
tion ? all hopes as to this tyorld go dowp tp, the recodes of 
the grave, fall into the dull, and lie there P 

6 Scbultem reckons this an allufion^o the carnal, which lies 
down and re lb on his fide ; equally perhaps to Other 
ber.il that reds in the fame pollute.. 


CHAP. 



*54 


A Paraphrase on the 


CHAP. XVIII. SECT. XXVI. 


Bildad highly refents Job’* contemptuous ufage and 
treatment of his friends . He infultingly ajks , 
whether his arrogance buoyed him up to that 
degree that he expefted the getteral laws of Pro¬ 
vidence fhould be revoked on his account. And y 
with a plain reference to his particular cafe, in 
Jlriking images reprefents the terrible and remech¬ 
iefs fate of the ungodly and impenitent . Ver. i, 
to the end. 


Job xviii. i, 2. 

JAIL'D AD the Shuhite , with 

— - ... fome impatience and in- 
Jo ^xvui. ac the foregoing dif- 

courfe, anfwers. For what 
length of time do you pro- 
pofe thus to multiply words, 

and 


Job xviii. 1, 2. 

1 rp HEN an- 
X fwered Bil¬ 
dad the Shuhite and 
faid, how long *z all 
it be ere you make an 
end of words 1 mark 
and afterwards we 
will fpeak. 


« Some fuppofe this difcourfe of Bildad's to be addrefled 
to EHpbaz and Zopbar , in order to excite them fpe.edily to 
reply, and interrupt Job without hearing the whole of what 
he talked in fuch a Hrain. Others, that he refers to the 
patient man’s aflbciates, and confidered him as the head of 
a party who difputed the divine juftice ; and looked upon 
all who defended it as little better than brutes, and un¬ 
worthy of human converfation. No one being mentioned 
belides Job,' it may be difficult to find a reafon for fup- 
pofmg more : and there are inffances where the number 
feems not reckoned neceffiiry to be ftriftly regarded, fo long 
as the perfon is preferved. Literally it is, how long xill it 
be e'er you lay afide tbefe captious enjnaring words, Jjeak elo¬ 
quently and [wo 'will anfwer . 



3. Wherefore are 
we counted as u 
beads, and reputed 
vile in your fight ? 


4. * He teareth 
himfelf in his anger: 
fhall the earth be for- 
faken for thee ? and 
fhall the rock be re¬ 
moved out of his 
? 
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and only perplex matters ? Sect. 26. 
If once we could hear any v 
thing from you like ingenu- 2 * V1U * 
ous expreflions and fair rea- 
fonings, we (hould readily de¬ 
clare our fentiments, and the 
debate would be ended. 

But do you think it is in 3 
character, or any way becom¬ 
ing you, to take inch undue 
liberties with our capacities ? 
rather indeed you have treated 
us as a defpicable vulgar herd, 
that have no underftandings 
or capacities at all. 

When.a man’s angry paf- 4 
fions and mod enormous pride 
are predominant, what a fa- 
vage and fury do they make 
of him ? Do you expeft that 
the Almighty fhould abandon 
the government of the world 
to gratify one who leaft of all 

deferves 


u Literally, befit a, or as Schultens , pecus brutum, alluding 
to cb. xvii. 4, thou baji bid their heart from underfiand'mg, 
and vile, polluted, defiled , corrupt — which Scbultens derives 
from DOD. to fiop up, or fill up a pit: from the fame 
root tDlODIO* hermaphrodites , in quo praclufum eft et abficon- 
ditufn mem brum 'virile. 

x Tli is is a ftrong farcafm, Job had obferved, ch . xvi. 9, 
in images taken from the ravages of fierce wild beads, hi 
[God J teareth me in bis wrath : literally, bis wrath teareth m 
Bildad remarks, it is be that teareth bimfelf, and bis own 
violent raping pajfions that dift rail him. Bolducius reckons the 
following to be proverbial expreflions, to fignify either what 
was abfolutely impoflible, or very extraordinary and very 
feldom performed. 
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Sect. 26.deferves it ? or reverfe his 

‘ “r v "7Tr > own laws, founded in un- 

Jo xvm. c jj an gj n g reafon and equity, 

to fuit your perverfe humours 
and wanton caprices ? 

5 You may, if you pleafe, 
indulge fuch idle and extra¬ 
vagant hopes, that the earth's 
firm foundation, or the rock’s 
immoveable {lability fhall be 
unhinged or overturned for 
you ; which is the fame thing 
that men fhall be wicked and 
yet not fuffer : neverthelefs, 
the very reverfe will happen; 
the profperity of an immoral 
profligate man foon end, and 
all his fplendour and greatnefs 
be reduced to nothing. 

6 He will not be able fo ta 
fecure his fubftance* or defend 

his 


5. Yea the y light 
of the wicked fhall 
be put out, and the 
fpark of his fire fhall 
not fhine. 


6 * The light fhall 
be dark in his z 

tabernacle, 


_ y Di quantumvis, nihil ominus, attamen , imo certe : al¬ 
though, neverthelefs, yet, verily . Light and fame difperfing 
rays , in the Arabic ftile, are well known to denote vcorUly 
fr of ferity and dignity : and being put out , extinguijhed, or not 
Jhining , to exprefs reduced circumfances, misfortunes and poverty, 

2 Scbmidius fuppofes this an aJlufion to their moveable tents, 
which, being darkened with their covering, required the 
light of a lamp or candle , which ufed to hang ever their heads 
as they fat in them. The Arabs are fond of this image, as 
appears from many of their idioms. Thus, they fay, bad 
fortune hath extinguifhed my lamf : and concerning a man 
whofe hopes are remarkably blafted — he is like a lamp 
vobofe nour foment is oil, but is immediately exthiguifoed if you 
let it fink into the oiL Vid. Hifi. Tamer I. p. 8. and Gold Dag . 
Hemijlitb, N°. 57. 

The fame figure of fpeech is very obfervable in many 
paflages both of the old and new teftament. 
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tabernacle, and his hi s habitation, but there willSBCT. 26. 

candle fliall be put ^ an j n f e nfib[e wafte in the \ 

out with him. , c r • 1 Job xyhi* 

one, and unforeleen accidents ^ 
and difafters befall the other. 


7. The a rteps of 
his ftrength fhall be 
flraitned, & his own 
counfel fhall call him 
down. 


Unexpected difficulties, and 7 
Frequent fad difappointments 
fhall attend his enterprizes : 
notwithftanding all his wiffies 
and endeavours to guard a- 
gainft adverficy and poverty* 
they fhall come upon him : 
even his policy and utmoft 
fagacity fhall deceive him* 
lead him into grievous errors, 
and haften his deftruftion. 


8. For he is call 
into a b net by his 

own 


In his conflant immoral 9 
habits and practices them- 

felves, 


■ This is another proverbial maimer of exprefEon denoting 
advcrfity. Cbappelow thinks it alludes to the contell in a 
race ; and likewife that of Prov. jv. 12. The allufion, in 
both places, is very evidently to walking or running, but on 
what efpecial occafion is not fo manifeft. For, in the an- 
cient flile, fvvift 0/ joot was the title of a wqrrior as well 
as a racer ; and that quicknefs of difpatch which it is re- 
quifite for, is as properly applicable to many other affairs. 
The meaning feems to be, that his moft vigorous meafures, 
and deliberate counfels, fhall fail of that fuccefs he propofe* 
by them, rather contrive and expedite his ddlrnftion. 

b The fimile from the feet or fleps feems carried on, and the 
hazards and dangers to which they are liable, expreffed by 
nets and fnares, £sV. and worked up with great elegance 
and beauty. He is caft into a net widely fpread for that 
purpofe, and walketh unconcerned and fecurc upon a fnare, 
tVl he be quite involved. The different kinds of nets, 
fnares and ginns, feem fpecified ; and the manner in which 
they are prepared and laid to entice and catch hearts and 
birds : Schultens underftands by nets, thofe of the largert 
kind, whereon birds walked, but which would draw upon 
Vot. 1 . S and 
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Sect. 26. (elves, there are tendencies to 

perplexity and diftrefs : not- 
jo XV,U. ^[jftanding his fecurity and 

unconcernednefs, there is, in 
every ftep, certain hazards; 
and doubtlefs an affronted in¬ 
jured world, as he richly.de- 
ferves, mu ft form premedi¬ 
tated defigns, to embrace the 
firfl opportunity of raking on 
him their vengeful paffions. 

9 There is fo much folly, 
extravagance and danger in 
his vices which grow upon 
him, and the courfes he pro¬ 
ceeds farther and farther in, 
that it is fcarce pofiible he 
ftiould not be mod miferably 
entangled ; and, in one ex- 
curfion or other, fall into hands 
that will (hew him no mercy. 

10 He is both fo infolent to 
divine Providence, and fo 
ielf-fufficient and unguarded, 

and 


the 

own feet, and he 
walketh upona fnare. 


9. The gTin ftiall 
take him by the heel, 
and the c robber ihall 
prevail agamil him. 


10. The fnare Is 
laid for him in the 
ground, and a trap 
for him in the way. 


and deftroy them. Cbappelow , by fnare , fo me thing made 
of net-work that holds fail its prey. By ginn, a fowler s 
vet curioufly wrought and fpread artfully ; or a contrivance 
with a particular found or voice. And a trap, one remark¬ 
ably (Irong made, and twilled together like the locks or curls 
of hair. See Pfal, ix. 15. cxl. 50. 

c R. Levi interprets nr crinitus , and Hittkelman, prof. ad 
A Lor. birfutas grajfator et ho mid da. An Arabic free-boo ter, 
or common plunderer, the terror of whofe afpeft is increafed 
by his long fqualid hair ; from tzammab crinis ; or in the 
Arabic fenfe to finite with a club or flone. But Cbappe/rw 
feems to underlland by the word a different kind of twilled 
net. 



11. d Terrors fttall 
make him afraid on 
every fide, and (hall 

drive him Co his feet. 


12. e His ftrength 
lhall be hunger-bit¬ 
ten, and deftru&ion 
Jhall he ready at his 
fide. 
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and there are fuch a multipIi-SecT. 26. 
city and variety of evil acci- 
dents, almoft every where pe- J IO# x U1 - 
rils and devices to enfnare 
him, that the evil day cannot 
be far off^ neither is there any 
avoiding it. 

As he is in continual jeo- 11; 
pardy from without, within 
he has no fupporc nor wif* 
dom to counfel him : through 
the alarms of fecret guilt, or 
pannicks and horrors of an 
unufual fear, he lhall be full 
of confufioh, and driven to 
a ..precipitate flight, as his 
only, though improbable way 
for refuge and fuccour- 

He cannot make his efcape ia 
from the violent attacks of 
raging hunger, nor long pur- 
S 2 fue 


d LeClet c interprets robbers, for taking whom in their flight 
faarcs are laid. Others think epileptick terrors are alluded 
to. The meaning feems to be, that his natural courage 
fliould fail, and his diftrefs, perplexity, and confufion be fo 
extreme, as to leave him no power to relieve or extricate 
himfelf. 

" As the foregoing verfe alluded to his mind and its fears, 
this to the body and its flarved condition, and ftrength im¬ 
paired to that degree, that the bones are wafted and the 
ribs broken, by famine or fome grievous diflemper. 7 ‘be 
deftruftion ready at his fide : Schultens, from the Arabic , ob- 
ferves may flgnify, coft as infringes , breaking the bones, agree¬ 
able to %/. xxxviii. 3. xxii. 14. Lam. iii, 4. May not the 
meaning be, that the calamity of famine overtakes, ma¬ 
cerates, and fticks clofe to him. His fears make him fly, 
but his miferics keep pace with him ; and want of fotxl and 
ftrength ibon retard and end his courl'e. 
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Sect. 26 # f ue his courfe, with exhaufted 
v— fpirits and devouring pain ac- 
Job xviii. companying him. 

1 3 - The ftrong marks of this 

terrible mefienger of morta¬ 
lity (hall plainly appear in 
his emaciated body and (bri- 
velled (kin ; and all his beauty 
and vigour (hall end in being 
a prey to worms. 

*4 Whatever he relied on of 
his own felf-fufliciency, or the 
power and wealth of others, 
fhall utterly fail and abandon 
him \ he (hall defpair and die, 

and 

1 The Arabs anderftand by Jkin, a man's perfon, life and 
fortune ; and to tear the flirt, in their phrafeology, exp re lies 
the greateft violence that can be offered. The ftrength, 
ban , or fences of his Jkin , probably alluding to that ex- 
preflion of Job' s — thou haji covered me with Jkin and fefb , 
&C. fhould be eaten, confumed , devoured . The ftrjlAorn of 
death , <5 cc. that is, they fhould become a prey to putrefac¬ 
tion and worms, the moll immediate refult or effect of 
death. 

8 The original ftgnifies melons, a fruit the beft of which 
is pleafant and much efteemed in Egypt ; there is an in¬ 
ferior watry fort much ufed, growing in grear plenty, con¬ 
taining an agreeable liquor, very proper for quenching 
third, and which often refreflied the weary thirty lfraelites 
in their fervitude, and would have been exceeding grateful 
in a dry and fcorching defert. Vid. Celf. Hierob , part i, p. 
381, 382. And it denotes likewife to be affured , to rely upon, 
to be fafe , or fecure , without fear or care . Thus we may 
underlland by it, that Job's condition Of pleafure or pntfperitj 
jkould be river fed: whatever he delighted or confded in utterly 
extirpated, — And it Jball bring him ( Be Dieu , by an apof- 
trophe, thou, O God, /halt bring him) to the king of terrors » 
to darknefs. — R. Sal, and Scbtnidius render, even to hell and 
the devil : others, and the fenfc lb cm 3 to be, to a mofi dread* 
ftil death, 

1 r 


13. It fhall devour 
the f ftrength of his 
flein : even the firft- 
born of death fhall 
devour his ftrength. 


14. His 6 confi¬ 
dence (hall be rooted 
out of his tabernacle, 
and it fhall bring him 
to the king of terrors. 



15. ** It fhall dwell 
inhis tahernacle, be- 
caufe it is none of 
his : brimilone fhall 
be fcattered upon liis 
habitation. 


16. 1 His roots 
fhall be dried up 
beneath, and above 
Hull his branch be 
cut off. 
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and thus warn the world to Sect. z 6 , 
avoid the like courfes. 

The fame monitory ven- 
geance fhall defolate his ha* 
bitation \ which, ftriftly and 
properly fpeaking, is not 
his, but the price of juftice, 
or the feat of violence and 
wickednefs: fir^ from heaven 
fhall fo confume and fubvert 
it, that it fhall never more 
be a refidence, unlefs it be for 
venemous reptiles, lizards and 
vipers. 

His fubftance, whether of 16 
feeds and roots covered in the 
earth, or fruit, corn, and cat¬ 
tle upon its furface, fhall fliare 
the like fate of abfolute and 
irreparable deflruftion. 

S 3 Further, 


h Some underftand this of ftrangers enjoying his poflelfions. 
Chappelow, of his confidence, dwelling, fcfc. and renders, 
inltead of none of bis, without him ; fome would refer the 
brimftone to the fulphureous fire of hell ; others, to def- 
truflion by lightning, and Sodom to be alluded to. The 
meaning feems to be, that after his death his habitation 
fhould be defolate and detefted. As if under a folemn ex* 
ecration, or devoted to emptinefs and barrennefs by the 
wrath and curfe of Heaven, no one fhould ever dare to 
dwell there. Probably from an ancient cuftom of fprinlc- 
ling with fait or fulphur places defigned to produce no¬ 
thing, 01 alluding to the irreparable deltru&ion of Sodom , 
&c. by fire from Heaven. 

‘ This feems to refer to the fruits of the earth, feed- 
time and harveft lhould be no more to him ; for his rela¬ 
tions and offspring are mentioned afterwards. The fimilb 
of plants has before occurred. 
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Sect. 26. Further, what fome have 

l rr v ~r appeared greatly anxious a- 
jo^ xvm. j 30UCj t h e j r fcpulchral monu¬ 
ments, and the dear bought 
reverfionof an immortal fame, 
fhall be denied him : all his 
unmerited titles fhall be for¬ 
gotten, and no monumental 
infcription tranfmit his worth- 
lefs name. 

18 His execrable remains fhall 
not have bellowed on them a 
decent funeral ; he fhall be 
hurried from among mankind 
with all tokens of ignominy 
and contempt, and thrown 

under 


* 7. k His remem¬ 
brance fhall perifh 
from the earth, and 
be fhall have no 
name in the flreets. 


r 


18, He fhall be 
dri vcn from light 
into darknefs, and 
chafed out of the 
world. 


k Peterr obferves that this remarkable paflage plainly 
points at the cullom of the ancients, to bury near the high 
roads y or in the moji pub lick and confpicuous places ; and to 
eredl a f il ar or tmnuinent over the dead, to prefer-ue his me¬ 
mory . His remembrance fhall perifh &c. denotes, that he 
fhall have no monument ere cl ed for bint> to prefer*ve his name or 
perpetuate his memory . The Hebrnu is very expreflive, ve lo 
Jhem lo hal fene chutx t and there Jhall not be a name to him upon 
the face of the Jlreet or publick place. And fome of the learned 
have thought, that when Job (chap.xix, 24.) defires that 
his words might be engraven on a rock t he meant it of this 
famous confejfon of his being infer tbed on his fepulchral pillar . 
See Dr. Greys Job. Codurcus t among the critics. Pet . Crit t 
J)ijf. 4 to. p . 244. 

Chappelc'w fuppofes here referred to, a particular fort of 
refort in the ftreet, where the principal men of the city af- 
fembled together for the dil'patch of publick bufinefs ; and 
where the names of virtuous and honourable men were re¬ 
corded. But the former faeins better to agree with the tenour 
of the whole pailage. Driven and chafed . Probably an alluiion 
fo the chafing of wild be^fts, or the purfuit:of their.greatefl 
criminals among the Arabs ; offenders againfl all Jaws of 
fociety, out laws and common enemies of mankind. 
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19, He fha.ll nei¬ 
ther have 1 fon nor 
nephew among his 
people, nor any re¬ 
maining in his dwel- 


ling. 


20. m They that 
come after him lhall 
be aftoniftied at his 
day, as they that 
went before were af¬ 
frighted. 


21. Surely fuch are 
the dwellings of the 
wicked, and this is 
the place of him that 
knoweth not God. 


20 


under ground with entire de- SBC T. 26. 
reflation. 

What many parents and XVUI * 
matters have defired they 
might do, none of his off- 
fpring or dependants (hall 
fucceed him, not a client he 
protected, nor a peafant he 
employed be left, or difpofed 
to pretend to his property, or 
retain a place in his late habi¬ 
tation. 

Future generations, and the 
moll diftant countries, to 
whom the tragical accounts 
of his ruin and its caufe (hall 
reach, will be ftruck with af- 
tonilhment; as they who hap¬ 
pened to be fpedtators of the 
lhocking feenes were filled 
with confternation and horror. 

However, there is not the 21 
lead room to queftion the 
certainty of the event. Thefe 
dreadful circumftances, the 
incorrigibly abandoned, the 
S 4 wholly 


1 The words fon nor nephew feem to.fignify no more than 
no fuccceding family : and nor any remaining , &c. Scbultens 
interprets, no Granger or poor who want protection, and 
may fpcak of his name, or help to maintain his dignity. 

m T he language rifes in this ftrong and full conclufion — 
as if he had laid, the wicked man, and by infinuation Job's 
miferies, will indeed note with a black Jlone for publick 
mourning his accurfed day. And eaft and weft, the pre- 
fen t age, and all future generations, will be ftruck with 
hon or at the cataftrophe. 
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6ect. 26. wholly eftranged from God 
-v— J and virtue, and proud blaf- 
Jobxvin. p[ iemer 0 f his ] aws and pro- 

U ' vidence, may be fully aflured 

of, as his juft punilhment and 
final portion. 


CHAP. XIX. SECT. XXVII. 



ob further highly complains of his friends for exer- 
cifing his patience , efecially for dijlrejfmg his mind 
with their continued abufes and invefltves . Friend - 
Jhip) or even common decency , he apprehends y fhould 
refrain their malignity , or make them defife from 
the perfection \ fence his error remained with him - 
felfe and no man elfe was particularly concerned 
in it. But if they were refolved to perfift in this 
manner of behaviour , once for all he affures them y 
that almighty God had brought upon him thefe ca¬ 
lamities \ and for ends of his providence protracted 
them : which they mighty if they pleafed , tnif - 
conferue *, and, at prefent , he mujl bear their mif- 
conjlrunions : but the confederation whereof ought 
perfectly to felcnce them. Ver 1—13. 


Job xix. 1, 2. 

H AVING heard what 

difmal effe&s followed 
jot? xix. 1 >f r om impenitent and irreclaim- 


pECT.27. 


JOB XIX. I, 2. 

T hen job an- 
fwcred & faid, 
how long will ye tt 

vex 


* Whether we underftand this, with Schu/tens, as in its 
^proper fen ft* denoting, the paip of a foot hurt or wounded, and 
bloody with Jmall jnarp pones in a Jhoe ; or, in its ufual fig" 
fijhcatio:* in other parages, it is expreflive of fuch grief-and 

angnilh 




vex my foul, and 
break me in pieces 
with words. 


3. Thefe 0 ten 
times have ye re¬ 
proached me : you 
are not afhamed that 
you make yourfelvcs 
ftrangc to me. 


4, And be it in¬ 
deed that I have er¬ 
red, mine error p re¬ 
mained! with myfelf. 
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able Iniquity and ungodlinefs,SBCT.*7. 

and plainly underftatlding ac‘ 
whom,inparticular, the (hock- 2 ° ftx * 1 ‘ 
ing reprefentation was direc¬ 
ted, Jolt anfwers : 

How long will you thus, 
with bitter perverfe words, re¬ 
new my forrows, force my ut- 
moft ftrength of mind to the 
feveteft ten, and try every ex¬ 
pedient to extort from me the 
acknowledgement of faults I 
never committed. 

Your repeated declarations 3 
have been full of (lander and 
contumely : and, contrary to 
all laws of truth, decency or 
hofpitality, you decerminately 
perfift in this extremely un¬ 
generous and opprobrious vile 
praflice. 

You Jhould in all reafon 4 
have been able to produce 
fome evidence, or fupport 

fomc 


anguifh as galls and tears the heart; giving it the acuteft 
pain or bittereft forrow. Break me in pieces. The word fig- 
nifics, pounding grain with a peflal in a mortar, which per¬ 
haps was the mod ancient method of grinding and pre¬ 
paring it for ufe. To hr ay , hruife , break, or ctujh into jmall 
pieces ; figuratively, to humble , dijirefs, defray. 

0 A definite number inflead of an indefinite one ; that isj 
many times you have moft unjufly reproached me : and liter- 
all)', are not a framed, will harden yourfehses in impudence ' 9 or 
civill be wonderfully fubhorn and hard-hearted. 

p Schulte ns luppofes this an Arabic elegancy of exp re f- 
fion ; me cum per no Hat error meat; &s that in their idiom is 

- faid 
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Sect. 27. fome faft, to (hew whorfi I 

1 have injured, or what I have 

Jobxix* 4 * c j one that is evil and hypocri¬ 
tical, before you had in thefe 
high terms attacked and re¬ 
viled me : and truly a moft 
egregious offender I muft have 
been, if there are no allow¬ 
ances, and the moft rigorous 
juftice be not fatisfied with 
my fufferings. 

^ If, on this lamentable oc- 
cafion, you are determined to 
give yourfelves the greateft 
affedled airs of infult and tri¬ 
umph ; and edge your argu¬ 
ments, point all your fatire 
with the diftrefits and cala¬ 
mities which have befallen me, 

as 


5. * If indeed you 
will magnify your- 
fefoes again]! me, and 
plead aeainft me my 
reproach. 


faid to be done in the night which was done through furprize , 
and for want of more mature deliberation . In the Alcoran 
( ch . iv. <v. S. p. 107. edit. Marrac.) it is faid — part of them 
[the difobedient] meditate by night, different from that which 
thou [Mahomed) fpeakeji : i. e. they are guilty of miftakes 
for want of due confideration. The radix fignifies, to fay 
all night , to lodge , to continue in a fettled fate. And the 
meaning feems to be, my error, whatever it be, is the fame 
after all : I have neither confe/red, nor have you proved it; 
— you are not injured, and I fuffer ; why am I further 
abufed and infulted ? I have included feveral interpretations 
in the paraphrafe, as what the words will bear. Perhaps 
the plain fenfe may be, what immediate concern is it of 
yours whether I have erred or not ? you do not know that 
I have, nor can prove it, and I lhall not confefs or inform 
you, 

*1 Some render, raifeyourfelf up againf y and inveigh againf 
me as if I was wicked. The paraphrafe, I think, pretty 
exactly reprcfects their real conduct. 



6. Know now that 
God hath r over¬ 
thrown me, and hath 
compafled me with 
his net. 


7. r * Behold, I cry 
out of wrong, but I 
am not heard : I cry 
aloud, but there is no 
judgment. 
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as if they alone were abun ^cT, zy n 
dantly fufficient to vindicate 'TT V T ' 

V , o c Jobxix.7. 

your hardelt cenfures. J ' 

I take the liberty to inform 6 


you better, that they are not: 
what is wickednefs only is re¬ 
proachful ; not what almighty 
God, who has an abfolute au¬ 


thority, hath for wife ends of 
his providence appointed or 
permitted: my difficulties and 
miferies are no real indignU 
ties, becaule they proceed not 
from myfelf, but from a hand 
that, on whomfoever it feizes, 


will be fubmitted to. 


And I have uniformly and 7 
ftedfaftly declared and main¬ 
tained this from the begin¬ 
ning •, you injure me greatly 
when you fuppofe me a wicked 
man ; and yet no vindication 
I can poffibly offer will con¬ 
vince you of this, or perfuade 
you to retraft it. 

Thefe 


T This is fuppofed to allude to the exercife of hunting : 
and the latter phrafe Scbultens interprets, from the Arabic, 
clofely and narrowly guarded : referring to a mountain- 
goat, which, being forced by dogs and darts to have re- 
courfe to a rock for (helter, cannot flee from thence, but 
falls a prey to the hunters. 

a The literal verfion, as Chappelow obferves, gives a pe¬ 
culiar emphafis, confifting of a fudden, paflionate exclama¬ 
tion, viz. I cry out, cbamus> injury , •violence , but it is to no 
effeft, he Ihutteth out my prayer, Lam, iii. 8. 
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Sect. 27. Thefe calimities are ftili 

reckoned 15 unfurmountable 
j° xix. * 0 bj e( ^jQ ns j and indeed I am 

furrounded with them * every 
thing of earthly circu mftance 
refpedting me wears a moft 
gloomy horrid afpe£t : nei¬ 
ther can 1 move a ftep to 
defend myfelf, but thefe ob- 
ftacles are thrown in my way. 

9 As the refuit of them, I 


am diverted of all that influ¬ 
ence and pre-eminence, dignity 
and authority, and even repu¬ 
tation and character, which I 
once enjoyed, and fallen to 
the Ioweft degree of contempt 
and obfcurity. 

It is not in a Angle in- 
ftance, or a few particulars, 
but in every thing that he 
hath attacked and diftrefled 
me ; nothing but defolation 

and 


8. 1 He hath fenc¬ 
ed up my way that I 
cannot pafs, and he 
hath fet darknefs in 
*ny paths. 


9. u He hath flap¬ 
ped me of my glory, 
and taken the crown 
from my head. 


10. He hath * de- 
ftroyed me on every 
fide, and I am gone ; 
and mine hope hath 
he removed like a 
tree. 


* Scbultem interprets this as referring to the divine tribu¬ 
nal, which Job could not approach to in order to vindicate 
his innocence. The terms feem rather to exprefs his pre- 
fent unhappy condition, the afftt&ions that hemm’d him in, 
and clouds of adveriity that he could not fee through : ef- 
pecially thefe, as they dilhbled him from vindicating his 
character. 

0 The above author reckons the noblefi ornaments here in¬ 
tended, fuch as Job mentions, cb. xxx. 14, viz. hiT r:gh - 
teoufne/sy his piety and integrity , which he had been divelted 
of the reputation of by inve&ives and reproaches. 

* As the former phrafe to his integrity, fo this is referred 
to the divine blefling dwelling upon his houfe, and infpiring 
}iis hopes. 



ii. >' He hath alfo 
kindled his wrath a- 
gainlt me, and he 
counteth me unto 
him as one of his e- 
nemies. 


12. * His troops 
come together, and 
raife up their way 
againft me, and en¬ 
camp round about 
my tabernacle. 


II 
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and focal deftrufliem reign all Sect. 27. 
around. As a tree rooted up 
and placed in the ground of Xljc ' 

a differnt proprietor, nothing 
remains of my late fubftance 
and moft large pofiefiions, 

neither have I the lead hope 
of their ever being reftored. 

From all this adverfity, and 
from fome peculiar extreme 
feverities, it almoft appears as 
if I had loft God’s favour ; 
and my friends pofitively in¬ 
fer the dreadful forfeiture : 
that thefe are fufficient marks 
how highly I have provoked 
him, and how inflexible his 
refentment is, how hot his an¬ 
ger burns. 

As committing open and 
avowed hoftilities, invading 
his country, and laying fiege 
to his towns, leave a ruler or 
governor no room to doubt, 

that 


i* 


* Job does not any where, that I know of, exprefsly de¬ 
clare, that the Almighty wa9 really his enemy ; he had dif¬ 
ferent fentiments of him than to think fo : but this was 
concluded by his friends from his misfortunes. Literally it 
is, be bath made his <ivrntb to burn againft me ; and reputed or 
reckoned me , to himfdf as f>is enemies ; which are ufual phrafe9 
in the eaflern ftile, to denote the heavieft calamities. 

z It is fcarce neceflary to intimate, that as enemy was 
mentioned m the lalt verfe, in this is exprefled, in the mili¬ 
tary ftile, his holtile proceedings—*forming of troops, call¬ 
ing up banks, and marking out encampments, &c. which 
beautifully and elegantly reprefent the neccflities and dii- 
tre/fcs to which Job was reduced. 



270 A Paraphrase on the 

Sect. 27. that a neighbouring power 

—* declares war againft him : 

Jo xix. j- uc ^ are rec k one d the ap¬ 
pearances of affairs that con¬ 
cern me, with refped to the 
difpleafure and terrible indig¬ 
nation of the fupreme Ma- 
jefty. 


SECT. XXVIII. 

Job continues the moving defer ip t ion of his adverfitj, 
in the alienation from him of all his acquaintance 
and former friends . He moft tenderly implores 
compaffton . He takes courage , in the unjhaken 
affurance that he had a vindicator , who would 
one day do him jnjlice ; when his character and 
integrity fhould again Jhine forth : and his perfe - 
cutors , if they did not repent , be covered with 
confufion . Ver. 13, to the end. 



Job xix. 13. 

Sect. 28. \ 1 Y afflictions are not 

\ only in my fubftance 
and perfon, body and mind ; 
but 1 fuffer greatly as a mem¬ 
ber of fociety : and from the 
time they happened, an af- 
feCted diftance and ftrangenefs 
was very obfervable in my bre¬ 
thren and correfpondents; and 
multitudes of my acquaint¬ 
ance immediately difperfed on 
account of them. 

M 


Job xix. 13. 

H E hath pat 
my brethren 
far from me, and 
mine acquaintance 
are verily elhanged 
from me. 


My 




Book 

14. My kinsfolk 
hive failed, and my 
familiar friends have 
fcj-gotten me. 


1 y .They that dwell 
m mine houie, and 
mv maids count me 
tor .i Granger : I am 
•n diant in their 


16. I called my 
fervant, and he gave 
me no anfwer : I in- 
treated him with my 
mouth. 


1 7. My breath is 
llrange to my * wife, 
though I intreated 
♦or the children’s fake 
of mine own body. 
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My neared neighbours af-SscT. 28. 
ford me no fuccour or afiift- 
ance j and my intimate friends # XIX * 
forget, do not know, utterly 
negledt me. 

Sojourners, auxiliaries in 15 
my domeftick. bufinefs, and 
even my bond-women, treat 
me as if I belonged not to 
the fame family or country, 
but was diftinguifhed by fome 
feparate mark or foreign 
badge. 

I called, by his name, to 16 
one of the meaneft of my la¬ 
bourers in tilling the ground, 
but he deigned not to anfwer: 
in the humbled and mod ear¬ 
ned manner I befought him, 
but in vain. 

My perfon appears offenfive 17 
and difguftful to my wife ; 
neither was her behaviour at 
all domedick, conjugal, or 
tender; though I conjured her 
to compafllonate my wretch- 
ednefs, by the mod endear¬ 
ing argument of my deceafed 
offspring. 

Contrary 


a Some interpret this of a fecondary wife , or concubine , and 
children, in the next verfe, of a young generation by her. 
As the ulvice of his firft has been generally underflood, it 
nny well enough agree to her : and what argument could 
Ll* more moving than that drawn from the terrible fate of 
his deceafed offspring. 



272 , . A Paraphrabe on the 

Sect. 28. Contrary to all rules of mo- 

defty and decency, only boys 
jg xlXt and little children in compa- 

rifon, treated me, a man in 
years, with irreverence and 
downright rudenefs, I flood 
up in my own vindication, 
and they had the afTurance to 
contraditt and thwart me. 

19 My confidents, of whofe 
entire friendfhip I never doubt¬ 
ed, exprefled fuch difdain and 
abhorrence of me, as if I had 
not only forfeited all right to 
their intimacy, but to com¬ 
mon humanity. And thofe 
unworthy and ungrateful peo¬ 
ple, for whom 1 entertained 
an high efteem, and mod 
tender affeftion, appear my 
zealous adversaries. 

20 As to my afpedland bodily 
conftitution, of late fo healthy 
and vigorous, there never was 

a more 


18. b Yea young 
childrendefpifed me, 
J arofe, and they 
fpake againft me* 


19. All my inward 
friends abhorred me: 
and they whom I 
loved are turned a - 
gainlt me. 


20. My c bone 
cleaveth to my fkin, 
and to my flefh, and 
T am efcaped with 
the fkin of mv teeth, 


b Chappekw explains this of wicked men. SchuUens, of 
poor clients, and dependents on fob's charitv : or of the 
pofterity of domeftick flaves whom he had "brought up. 
The original fignifies /mailchildren, whofe difrepect to, and 
irreverent behaviour before their elders, ali antiquity highly 
condemns. 

c Schultens , whom I have partly followed, renders, the 
bona adhere to , andJlick out of the two different Jiins , viz, the 
«utis and cuticula. And I am efcaped with the jkin, &c.~T hat 
hts teeth were dropt out, and nothing hut the gums remained* 

They feem to have been proverbial expreflions to denote 

a body worn out, or in a great degree of meagernefs or 
leannefs. 



21. d Have pity 
upon me, have pity 
upon me, O ye my 
f iends, for the hand 
of God hath touched 
me. 


22. Why do ye 
perlecutc me as God, 
'and are not fatisfied 
with my flelL. 
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a more miferable and total al-^ECT.za. 
teration : I am juftly become T ¥ T f 
proverbial from an extreme \ 0t 1 
leannefs and meagernefs, my 
bones are ready to flick out 
of my fkin, and where teeth 
once were, only gums re¬ 
main. 

And now, O ye my friends, 21 
if you are really fuch, and 
the greateft diftrefs ever mov¬ 
ed your compaflion, have pity 
upon me ; have pity upon 
me from this conflderation, 
that it is God who hath fmit- 
tenme ; and his afflidting hand 
is fufficient, without your un- 
kindnefs,' to weigh me down. 

Why fhould ye perfecute 22 
me as God, or claim to your- 
felves a prerogative like him, 
to know the fecrets of my 


u There is an extreme pathos and tendernefs in this re¬ 
pented phrafe or reduplicated expreflion. If the following 
lines do not come up to it, yet they are of the like moving 

kind, and may entertain the humane benevolent reader. 

> 

-Have you put oft* 

All fenfe of human nature ? keep a little, 

A little pity, to diftinguifh manhood ! 

I ell other men, though cruel, fhould difclaim you, 
Ard judge you to be number’d with the beads I 
It is the mark of a difhoneft mind 
Not to rommiferate ev’n the molt guilty. 

He who unmov’d beholds the wretch’s pains 
Is fuch a wretch as may deferve our pity. 


VOL. I. 


T 


heart ? 



£74 A Paraphrase oh the 

Sect. 28. heart ? Are thfc miferies you 

fee me fufFer in my flefh too 
. X1<< ^ tc ^ e t0 Satisfy you, that you 
are refolved to pierce my very 
foul with your unjuft re-. 
proaches, 

?3, 24. Hear then, ye rafh accufers 

of my innocence, hear this re* 
folute confcffiori of my faith, 
and prdteftatipn of my inte¬ 
grity, which I am now about 
to make, together with this 
folemn appeal to the general 
judgment for the truth there¬ 
of. And oh ! how earned]y 
could 1 wifh, that my words 
were written in a book, or en¬ 
tered in fome publick regif- 
ter, that recourfe might al¬ 
ways be readily had to them : 
rather, that they were engrav¬ 
en 


23, and 24. Oh 
that my words were 
now e written ! Oh 
that they were print¬ 
ed in a book ! That 
they were 1 graven 
with an iron pen and 
lead, in the rock for¬ 
ever. 


e Sfanhemius obferves, [indeed what other method could 
be thought of to.prcfervc them ?] that decrees, memorable 
fentences, prophecies, fsV. were, of old, written down, or 
registered in books to fecure ana tranfmit them. Perhaps 
be Ihould rather have faid, in Jingle leaves, from whence 
folios which were rolled up. hence the volume or roll of the 
book. As to the black art (as it was (tiled) of printing, it 
can hardly be traced farther back than the middle or be¬ 
ginning of the fifteenth century. 

f Panfamias in Baeotids, {peaks of the books of Hefioct, 
which are entitled F gyeov Jt} tuttpav. as written in plates of 
lead . Which fort of plates, Suetonius, in the life of—Nero, 
Calls ebartam plunibcam, leaden paper . This cuftom is faid 
to be in ufe before the days of Job. And it feems to be 
his \viftl, to have thefe leaden plates fixed in, or placed upon 
rocks or pillars. The iron pen , ot the fiyle, was firft made of 
i'rotti afterwards of bone, to write on waxen tables. 



25. For I know 

that my k Redeemer 
liveth ; and that he 

(hall 
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en upon a fepulchral monu-SECT.28 
ment of the hardeft rock, 
with an imprefiion ftrong and 
deep, fo as to remain upon 
record to all future ages; and 
convince the whole world of 
my uprightnefs, and the in- 
jgftice of your cenfures : at 
leaft, fufpend their fentiments, 
and refer their fentences, to 
the great judgment and final 
confummation of all things. 

From a candid and impar- 25 
tial examination I am fully 
fatisfied, in the intermediate 
T 2 time* 


GoaU y ns Peters obferves, [from whofe literal, 
and very expreflive interpretation, fome part of the para- 
phrafe of this, and feveral other verfes is taken,] fignifies 
equally, a ‘vindicatory avenger, or deliverer ; and is the fame 
that is ufed for the avenger of blood, fo often fpoken of in 
the books of Mojes ; who was fome near kinfman or friend 
o! the* dcccafed, that by the law was allowed to take im¬ 
mediate vengeance on the perfon guilty of the homicide, 
inilcb he lied to a city of refuge. Nor was this peculiar to 
the laws of Mofeiy but feems to have been a cuftom that ob¬ 
tained nniverfally in thofc ancient times. At leaft it obtained 
over all die ancient ilates of Greece , that if any one killed 
another, though by accident, he was forced to fly his 
l iHintry ; otherwife he was in danger of falling a facrificc 
ro the jefentment of the friends and relatives of the deceafed : 
v\’v) are called by Homer upon the occafion, ocoaart Jijps*, 
which might well enough be rendered, avengers of blood , 
for it teems to anlwcr exattly to the Hebrew word 
goel — and we have the cuftom intimated to us, Odyjj: 
4. 1 18. So Achilles calls himfelf the [that is, goel] 

nt Patroculm, when he killed Heflor. Iliad y. 333. So 
Zimrs, i Kings xvi. 11, flew the houfe of Baafha, 

•1 'egoalav, et and all thofe who were concerned to 

avenge his death. 




A Paraphrase on the - 


Sect. 28. time, no fmall numbers of 
YT y ' 7 w mankind would form quite 
i° X1X * different opinions to what are 
? done at prefent. However, I 

am infallibly certain, that the 
unexceptionable and perfect 
Avenger or Vindicator of 
my innocence and reputation, 
which you have thus inhu¬ 
manly attacked, now liveth* 
and fhall live forever : and 
that, in fome grand future 
period, he (hall arife to judge 
the dead. 

26 And though after my fkin, 
which you fee fo miferably af¬ 
fected and mangled, this whole 

frame 


fhall h ftand at the 
latter day upon the 
earth. 


26. And though af¬ 
ter mv fkin worms 
deftroy this body : yet 
in »my flefh fhall I 
fee God. 


h The other word, EDI p*,jakam, rendered by our tranf- 
lators, he Jhall Jland, properly fignifies, he jhall arife from 
his feat, he fhall Jland upon his feet, to give fentence or to 
execute judgment. He Jhall Jland up for to fide with, or 
fupport as a patron, judge or avenger. It can fenree have 
any other meaning ; and I believe this was the poilure in 
which judges ufually delivered their fentence, in all times 
and countries. The phrafe of God’s arifing to judgment 
is very ufual in feripture : Pfal . lxxiv. 22, Jxxxii. 8, and 
a paflage remarkable to the purpofe, is, Job xxxi. 13, 14. 

i Jn my flejh , the prrppofition is ufed to fignify, from, 
after, out of, without, fafe from, at the end of, over and 
above, Sec. 'I here are three words fupplied by our tranf- 
lators to fill up the fenfe, which perhaps would have been 
as clear and perfect (though Peters thinks the firll and laft 
rightly added) without any of them : and literally is, and 
after my fin, my nakednefs, and being ftript and deftitute 
of every thing, they disjoin, difmember, or feparate and 
tear all to pieces : hoe , vel tam hoc quam illud, [point¬ 

ing £0 fomething] both this and that , yet out of my flefh 
fhall I fee God ; I fhall fee, as by a new and frefh light in¬ 
troduced 



\ 


27. Whom I (hall 
fee for myfelf, and 
mine eyes (hall be¬ 
hold, and not k an¬ 
other, 
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framd (hall be.difiblved aridSxc 
turned to duft ; yet I mod 'tt 
firmly believe'that I (hall live {5, 
again hereafter, as truly and 
certainly as I do now : and 
/hall, out of this body, or af¬ 
ter it is wholly eonfumed and 
deftroyed, appear perfonally 
before my Judge. 

Whom I /hall fee for my- 27 
felf, or efpecially in my own 
caufe, and truly prepared to 

T 3 do 


troduced, or by extraordinary communication, Tn the next 
veife the fame word is added, and likewife ftrengthened, I 
fhall fee moft clearly for myfelf and my eyes Jball fix upon, 
with affection and efteem, pleafure and comfort, confidence 
and admiration. They defiroy, or they have defiroyed: Peters 
very juftly obferves is, in the Hebrew idom, the fame with 
this he defi royed, Job xxxiv. 20, Luke xii. 20, and the fame 
form of expreflion ufed by the Perfic . Crit. Dijf. 4 to. p % 206, 
Hvde tranfiat . of the fadder [porta] or chap, 5. 

k By the word another , a firanger , from to prefs y 

to fqneecte, to crujh in order to force out water — or to dr e/s a 
wound or fore . To be forced out of bis native country . Job 
may be luppofed artfully to point at his miftaken friends 
and violent accufers ; who, as he intimates, would be (truck 
with fiiame and remorfe in the day of judgment, and not 
be able to bear the fight of that Judge, whom he hiinfelf 
fhould behold with pleafure. Or by it, as Peters obferves, 
may be meant, one eltranged from God and goodnefs. 
Crit. Di/I' j[(o. p. 209. Mudge remarks, upon the whole it 
is impoHihle, after what is /aid in ch . xiv. that Job could, 
with ablolutc certainty, promife himfelf a reparation in an¬ 
other Ide, it is (till lefs proflible alter ch. iv. ii f 12, and 
xvii. 10—16, that he could expeft it in this life, and, if 
lie could, they would either of them be a full anfwer to all 
his complaints. In this paflage therefore he is only earneftly 
wiihing, [fiung to the foul with the hard ufage of his 

friends J that his j unification of himfelf was to remain upon 

record 



2,7 s 


A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 28.do me juftice: and, confcious 

of my innocence, fliall look 

up 



oxhzr ^though my reins 
be confumed within 


me. 


record to future ages, that the world might fee who had 
juftice on their fide hereafter, when God Ihould appear, 
after his death, to vindicate his character againft his adver- 
faries. Oh ! fays he, that I could fee him before I die, 
though my fkin be ail torn, yet, out of the tattered remains 
of my flefh, I could fee God ; fee him with my own eyes, 
and in my own true perfon ; [I can hardly bear the exceflive 
longing I feeJ, fee P/a/, lxxxiv. 3, cxix. 82, 123.] for you 
would then foon change your note, when you found me 
in the right. The paraphrafe of the laft verfe is, in part, 
taken from the above author. Peters tranflates literally, 
and very juftly, as follows : / know my vindicator living y 
and at the laft over the duft y he /hall arife . And after my 
fkin [tbey~\ have deftroyed this, alfo from my fiejh y 1 (hall fee 
Cod i whom 1 /ball fee for myfelf and mine eyes Jhall behold y 
and not another , or a ft ranger. The Hebrew verb, tranflated 
Jhall behold , is 1 X^ 1 » rau * prxterit, that is, flri&ly, have 
beheld. The change of tenfe is, as he very pertinently 
remarks, very common but not arbitrary — and here pro¬ 
bably owing to the force of the vau converfive, which fome- 
times operates at a diftance, and here turns rau into a fu¬ 
ture, though the nominative come between. Grit. DiJJ‘. 4 to . 
p. 203. And at laft over the duft y &c. A peculiar elegance 
and fignificancy, faith the above author, there is in the ufe 
of the word in this paflage, as it brings to mind the fen- 
tence pafled upon Adam, duft thou art , and to dujl thou 
Jbalt return ; from which fentence the good and juft are 
now to be delivered, and therefore the day of the refurretiion 
is called in fcripture the day of their redemption, Grit. DiJJ\ 
4 to. p. 206. 

This paflage is clearly expreflive of Job's firm perfuafion, 
that fome perfon who would furvive fhould vindicate him ; 
and, if accounts were tranfmitted of his fufFerings, give a 
juft and fair reprefentation of his miftaken cafe. It will 
farther be extremely difficult, both to examine every parti¬ 
cular, and rationally view the whole, and not fuppofe him, 
though more covertly and indiredUy, yet moll certainly in¬ 
timating a future ftate of judgment and impartial retribu¬ 
tion, in which he reckoned himfelf particularly interefted, 



zS. But ye fhould 
fay, why perl’ecute 
we him, feeing the 
root of the matter is 
found in me ? 


29. Be ye affraid 

of the fword : for 
wrath bringetb the 
pmilhments of the 
1 word, that ye may 
know there is a j udg- 
rnent. 


Btok fif J O B. 

up to/him wi^h joy and hope: S&cr 
whilft others* my accufers, 
unable to behold him, (hall 27. 
look down with (hame and 
confufion. I feel my very vi¬ 
tals fail me, and am haftening 
on s^pace towards that death, 
which (hall confign me to this 
future judgment. 

Jn confequence of my fe* 28 
veral declarations, more par¬ 
ticularly of this exprefs folemn 
vindication, you ought in all 
reafon to fay, why do we har¬ 
bour fuch evil opinions of, 
and purfue him with invec¬ 
tives r feeing the force of truth 
and ftrength of the argument 
are with me, and moft evi¬ 
dently on my fide 

You threaten me with, but 29 
have much more occafion 
yourfelves, to be affraid of 
divine indignation : for fuch 
horrid perverfions of juftice, 
truth and friend/hip, as thefe, 
call for the fevered punilh- 
ment9 : and fometime you 
fhall know, there is a righ- 
T 4 ' teous 


and indubitably to be approved and rewarded. What may 
be further implied touching the gracious Founder of chrifti* 
anity, or the final glorious refurreftion of the body, may 
not be fo eafy to aicertain : bat as to his reftoration to an 
earthlv profperity, there does not feem to be the leaft ground 
to interpret it of that, a? Job fo frequently had declared his 
entire defpair as to every thing relative thereto. 



28o 


A Paraphrase oft the 


Sect. 28. teous judgment, in which I 

*Iob tix' diftinguifhed anc * re ~ 

29. 1 ’ warded, you appear in no fmall 

degree guilty. 


CHAP. XX. S E C T. XXIX. 


Zophar the Naamathite expreffes his uneafinefs, and 
peculiar, extreme perturbation of mind at what Job 
had uttered . In whatever light he viewed their 
obfervations , be affures him , they were founded on 
inconteftible faffs : wickednefs was never fuffered 
to prevail and triumph for any long time . He 

gives a fpecimen of its certain conferences , efpe- 
dally with refpeff to the mind and confcience , and 
its terrible effeffs upon them : and appears not 
unwilling that Job fhould believe himfelf to be 
the individual perfon who had been in fome degree 
already , and, in due time, fhould.be more fignally 
marked out, as an example of ; the folly of vice (ind, 
juflice of Providence: Ver. 1—.17. . 


Job xx, 1, 2, ( 

Sect. 29. *7 QPHAR the Naamathite 

— - ■ not improbably; iufpedt- 
jo xx. I > j n g himfell perfonally (truck 

at, or :.at. leait highly con r , 

Cerned, 


J O XX. I , 2. :i 

T hen., an-: 

fwered Zo ■ 
phar the Naama¬ 
thite, & faid : there¬ 
fore my 1 thoughts 

caufe 


] Schrnzdius interprets, his thoughts were n6t in his own 
power, but he was infpired,. qr under a divine impulfe.i 
Gujjet and Scbulletss, becaufe of my inquietude which is in; 
me ; i. e. becauie of the fear you have brought me into-of 
the judgment of God. I cannot but anfwer led God fliould 
condemn me for being,filent refpe&ing your Speeches. 

Comp.. 
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caafe me to anfwer, 
and for this I make 
iialte. 


cerned, in Job' s mention oF a Sect* 29. 
vindicator and the fword * L T T' r ^ J 


fired with refentment- and . in¬ 
dignation, anfwers as follows: 

I have indeed heard you 
out, but not without the ut- 


Job xx. t. 


2, 


moft impatience and uneafi- 
nefs ; my heart is quite full, 
and my thoughts extremely 
painful to me, until I publilh 
them, and, on that very head, 
where you glory make you 
afhamed. 


3. I have heard 
the check of my re • 
proach, and the fpi- 
1 it of my underftand- 
ing caufeth me to 
anlwcr. 


4, and 5. Knoweft 
rhou not this of old, 

fince 


, My ears are grated, to hear 3 
the bold checks you ftrive to 
give, and ftrong remonftances 
you endeavour to make againft 
my true charges, and molt juft 
reproaches of you with hypo- 
crify : for this I am, all that 
is poflible, contradi&ed, pro¬ 
voked, and even menaced 
with divine judgments. This 
is what no man of fpirit and 
underflanding can bear, with¬ 
out immediately confronting 
the unworthy author of it. 

Will you fet afide argu- ^ 
ments founded on ftubborn 

fafts. 


Comp. Ji'ii. xxviii. i6, Rom. ix. 33. Some render the next 
verfe, he [ Job] had fpoken after a detracting reproaching 
manner, biu 7 .ofhar fliould, neverthelefs, declare his inward 
lincm: fentiments, and the dictates of his underflanding. 
Potlibly the meaning may be, Job had openly referred to an¬ 
other world, a judgment to come, and a retribution ; and 
he was quite ready for him on that head. 



3&2 


A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 29.fafts, and univerfal experience 

'and obfervation ? Are you 
Job xx, 4 *p er f e ft]y ftupid and ignorant 

what, in one regular and un¬ 
interrupted courfe, without a 
Angle inftance to the contrary* 
has happened from the time 
chat man was created and 
placed upon earth ? viz . that 
the dignity, pomp, and ex¬ 
ulting pride of the wicked, 
are of very fliort duration \ 
and his expectations and en¬ 
joyments, private fatisfaCtion 
or publick mirth, who ufes 
religion only for a fcreen, and 
difguife are fallacious and mo¬ 
mentary, infincere and un- 
lafting. 

It makes no difference to 
what an height of profperity 

and 


fmce m man was 
placed upon earth. 
That the triumph¬ 
ing of the wicked is 
fliort, and the joy of 
the hypocrite but for 
a moment ? 


6, and 7.* Though 
his excellency mount 

up 


m Peters thinks this a plain undoubted reference to the 
ftory of the firft man, whofe joy was fhort indeed, for he was 
judged and fentenced foon after he had finned : and, con- 
iidered as generally applicable, he fuppofes it denotes, that 
their triumphing is fhort in refpeft of the l'wift deilruttion 
that fometimes befalls them ; but Ihorter Hill, compared 
with that futurity we all expefl : for he feenis to have an 
eye to. both in this fpeech. By nuicked feems meant, the 
profane and abandoned : by hypocrite, a man of pretences to 
piety, but of corrupt morals. 

• This is a figurative manner offpeaking, to denote fame, 
gfory, exaltation , and profperity , equally common to ancient 
writers, both facred and profane. Gen . xi. 4. Senec.Thyeft. 
AS. V. 1, Z, 3. Soph. Oed. Col. ver. 372. HfaxAu* cttiiov 





up to the heavens, 
.ind his head reach 
unto the clouds. Yet 
he (hall perifh for¬ 
ever, like his own 
° dung : they which 
have feen him lhall 
fay, where is he ? 
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and independence he is ar- SBCT -* 9 . 
rived ; his ftation elevated to 
the heavens, and his head^ xx * 9 
reaching to the clouds : the 
dazzling fplendour, the tower¬ 
ing eminence, or the utmoft 
extent of influence and domi¬ 


nion will be no defence or fe- 


curity ; they will only ferve 
to enhance the ignominy and 
mifery of his precipitate down- 
fal, and defpicable total def- 

trudlion. His acquaintance 
and neighbours, with furprize 
at the hafty ruin, lhall en¬ 
quire, what is become of this 
favourite of fortune ? How 
fo fuddenly deferted and ruin¬ 
ed this late flave of his own 


ambition and greatnefs ? 

8. He (hall fly a- He (hall disappear, as the 8 
way as a dream, and 0 bie£ts of men’s minds in 

ih.ill nut he lound : * 1 _ r , 

,.he lhall be p dreams do > as foon as they 

chaied awake: 


2A«t« Horn, 

KAi^ tv PfWOJfiT/y i%&f. Arifiofb . 

It clamor ccclo. Virg m 

Sublinii ieriam fidera vertice. Hor. 

° Th is probably alludes to the raking together, carrying 
away, and tiling for fires dung of different kinds ; particu¬ 
larly in Arabia that of (heep and camels. See Ezek* iv, i z. 

i xiv, to. 

f Cbiiyptlwj renders, from the Arabic , he (hall (lumber in 
1 the midlt of danger; and be fo indolent as to nod and be 

fupinely 
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Sect^ 29. awake : yea, as the phantoms chafed away as a vi* 
Job xx. 8. 


and irregular workings- of the llon m the n| g ht * 
imagination are difregarded 


and exploded ; fo fliall all re¬ 
membrance of him perifh. 

9 9., His ruin is irretrievable; 

nothing remains to challenge 
the profound refpeft that ufed 
to be paid him : he is now 
fio more, nor does his once 
important and tremendous 
name and titles fignify ; not 
fo much as to his dependants 
or dornefticks, his houfes or 
lands. 

10 . From the different pofture 
and neceflityof affairs, or from 
the ftrong convidlion of their 
minds,how injurioufly and cru¬ 
elly their tyrannical parent has 
dealt with them •, his children 
fhall make reflitution, and en- 
x deavour to recommend them- 
felves to the poor and op- 

prefied. 


9. The eye alfo 
which faw him fhall 
fee him no more : nei¬ 
ther [hall his place 
any more behold 
him. 


10.1 His children 
fhall feek to pleafe 
the poor, and his 
hands fhall reftore 
their goods. 


fupinely negligent, even when he is purfned. The defign 
of the paflage feems to be exprefling how fhadowy, preca¬ 
rious, and Ihortlived, are all his fecular advantages. 

s Peters explains this as giving us a very lively defcription 
of the effcds which the confideration of a future judgment 
ufually has upon the minds of wicked men ; how it fills 
them with the greateil horrors in the mid It of their enjoy¬ 
ments. That though it may not always reftrain men from 
oppreflion, yet it makes their children feek to pleafe the 
poor, by reftoring to them what their fathers had unjuftlv 
fpoiled them of: nay, fometijftes the wicked wretch him- 
felf /hall be fo touched in confidence, that his own hands 
lhall rellore what he hath taken. His children, &c. 



li. r His bones 
nre full of the fins 
of his youth, which 
fliall lie down with 
Jiim in the dull. 


$ 
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prefled. And even he him-SECT. zg. 
felf, before he die, (hall be fo 
apprehenfive of fome temporal , 0< xx ' 
danger^ or rather fo touched 
in confcience as to future pun- 
ifhments, that his own hands 
fhall reftore what he had un- 
juftly taken. 

He will be thoroughly fen- 11 
fible how extremely prejudi¬ 
cial his vices have been in all 
refpefts ; but efpecia|ly even 
the mod fecret of them to his 
reflections; and how they itiufl: 
be to his future well-being 

and 


r The above judicious author conliders this as a new proof 
for a future Hate, and as expreflive of the punilhment at¬ 
tending the wicked hereafter :* hi, confirmation of which, 
fenfc, and as a parallel place He quotes Ezek. xxxii. 27, 
Tvi'peciing mighty warriors who were buried with great mi- 
j.v / pomp, and with their fivords laid under their beads, but 
i. acuities Jr: ail be upon their bones , though they were the 
1 . tor .?/ t'r mighty in the land of the living. This feems di¬ 
rectly (faith he) to affert that there is a punilhment attends 
the wicked in a future hate. — His bones are full of the fins of 
his youth, (or, as it may be rendered’, his fecret fins,) which 
jhall he down with him in the dufi . He fuppofes, that had 
this been found in the new teftament, it would have been 
thought parallel to that expreflion in the Revelation , that 
men's works Jo follow them . There is a contrary expreflion 
ufed l»c the prophet Ifaiah, where he describes the happy 
ft ate ot the righteous at the refurredlion in the following 
terms, tl.:•/ their hearts Jhall rejoice , and their bones Jhall 

jicurijh nke an herb , Ifai. lxvi. 14. From whence* probably 
the author ol the book of Ecclefiafitcus borrowed, in chap . 
xlix. 10, and of the twelve prophets let the memorial be blejfed, 
and let their bones fiourijh again out of their place ; may they 

obtain a joyful refurreftion. Pet . CW/, Diff, 4 to. p. 1.87. 
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Sect. 29.and happinefs, after his body 

laid in the 



*4 


*5 


grave. 

He may be inordinately 
fond of, and entirely devoted 
to the gratification of fome 
violent paflion or eager appe¬ 
tite •, and owing to the firong 
temptation or inveterate ha¬ 
bit, he may perpetually^adhere 
to, never relinquifti the fa¬ 
vourite objeft, and palliate, 
or even obftinately defend his 
own folly. 

Neverthelefs, after there is 
no longer any profit or plea- 
lure, his deluded mind can re¬ 
ceive from this darling indul • 
gence, or after he has loft all 
relifh for this pleafing fin ; 
there are ftill remaining in his 
guilty fpirit invifible flings, 
and the moft intolerable pains 
of bitter remorfe, arifing from 
his apprehenfions of a future 
judgment, from which he can 
by no means relieve himfelf. 

The criminal acquifition or 
direction of wealth and power, 
will to that degree opprefs 
and torment his heart and 

confcience, 


i z, and i 3. *Tho’ 
wickedrvfs be fweet 
in h;s mouth, though 
he hide it under his 
tongue ; though he 
fpare it and for fake 
it not, but keep it dill 
within his mouth \ 


14. Yet his meat 
in his bowels is turn¬ 
ed, it is the gall of 
alps within him. 


1;. He hath {"wal¬ 
lowed down riches, 
and he fhall vomit 
them up again : God 
(hall call them out of 
his belly. 


9 This is a figurative, elegant, and very emphatick repre- 
fentation of the infatuated fmner’s exceihve fondnefs for his 
beloved vice, and of its pernicious eftetts upon his wretched 
mind j which many a one has bitterly experienced in this 
world, but which extend much farther, even to that which 
fhall never end. 



16. He (hall iuck 
(he poiion of afps : 
(he viper’s tcngue 
iliall Hay him. 
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confidence, that he Ihall mod Sect. 29. 
fincerely wifh he could empty 
himfetf of, or had never ,° t xx ' 
known them : and his mifery 
will be heightened beyond all 
bounds, when he appears to 
give an account before the 
God and Judge of quick and 
dead. 

There he Ihall doubtlefs be *6 
condemned and moft juftly 
puniftied ; the confequence of 
his abandoning virtue, and 
dying impenitent, Ihall be 
final defpair and everlafting 
deftruftion. 


SECT. 
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SEC TV 



Zophar proceeds to reprefent the calamitous ejfefts 
of vice and mgodtinefs. Efpecially the compunc¬ 
tion and horror they created in the minds of thofe 
who fully believed, that other flate and future 
judgment , referred to by Job in the conclufton of 
his foregoing fpeech. They could not but be tor¬ 

tured and dijlrabled with continual refllefs aprpre- 
henfions of impending vengeance ; and Jhould , in 
all refpefls , experience how evil and bitter a thing 
it was to depart from the living and true God . 
Ver. 17, to the end. * 


Job xx. 17. 

Sect. 30.* T T E ihall not 

— r — t fee rivers, the 

Job xx. floods, 

■ 7 - 



Job xx. 17. 

O wretched an effeft has 
vice upon human nature, 

that 


1 Thefe were, in all likelihood, as Peters obferves, ancient 
proverbial expreflions to denote a rich fertile land, applied 
by Motes to the promifcd Canaan : but thefe things being 
edeemed delicacies among the orientals in the early ages, 
were in ufe probably long before his time. Pindar compares 
his fong to them for fvveetnefs Crit. Diff. <\to. p. 26. 

Scbu/tens remarks here a growing flrength or climax in the 
ffrutture of the words — rivers — foods and moll rapid tor¬ 
rents, And that they intimate the greated plenty of all ex¬ 
ternal good things, rendered mod deferable by being in- 
riched with the divine bldfing : which makes their owners 
truly happy, and them pledges of heavenly favour: a 
wicked perfon cannot fee them in this light : i. e. as Peters 
expreffes it, he fhall not fee them with any pleafure — the 
mod delightful things of this world, and the greated af¬ 
fluence and plenty of them, fhall afford him no true en¬ 
joyment or folid fatisfadlion. Zophar, he adds, docs not 
deferibe the punifhment of the wicked to be jud fuch a date 
as Job then laboured under. — Some ftrokes of this kind 

indeed 



t 
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floods, the brooks of 
honey and butter. 


J 


18. That which 
ho ■ laboured for 

(hall 


l 7 


that thofe objedts of fenfe!, IoSbct 
full of variety and beauty, 
wonder and pleafure, to the J0 
virtuous and well-difpoicd, af¬ 
ford the wicked no entertain¬ 
ment or fatisfa&ion. He 
might as well never behold 
wirh his eves, he has no re- 

4 

lilh for, no enjoyment of flow¬ 
ing rivers, (landing lakes, or 
the greateft abundance of the 
richeft delicacies. 

He (hall be obliged to re- 18 
fund that part of his fortune 

which 


p « 

indeed appear to be mixed with it : but what he chiefly 
labours to defcribe, is a ftate of inward terror and perplexity, 
ariiing from a fenfe of guilt, and the apprehenfion of that 
future judgment, which Job had mentioned in the conclu- 
fion of his fpeech. In Ihort, he takes occafion from the 
mention of it, to let out with all the force of his eloquence, 
upon the anxiety and diftratfion which the thoughts of it 
do lometimes create in the bofom of a wicked man \ and as 
he flill iufpcfkd Job for fuch, he tries by this tragical def¬ 
ection, if it were poflible to fcare him into a confeflion. 
— So that they who imagine Job's friends, in their fol¬ 
lowing fpecches, take no notice of this famous protection 
of Job s, feem quite to have overlooked the plain drift of 
this fpeech of Zophar, which contains a very elegant def- 
cription of the relllefs Hate of wicked men, and their in¬ 
ward horrors and anguifh, ariiing tas he apprehends) from 
thij veiy pcrfuafion of a future judgment. Pet. Cnt. DiJ/i 
p. i 36 . 

u Scbultens interprets this, not of his own irduftry and its 
fruits, but ot the hire of the labourer which the wicked 
man [by infmuation. Job ] had detained ; which he fhould 
, dtore, he Ihould not digeft, hardly tafle. And for that 
fraud and moil odious rapine, he ihould pay the penalty of 
|dl his greate/l wealth j which in one moment, by a lingular 
iudgmen:, ihould be taken from him : he ihould not exult 
Vol. 1 . U and 
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Sect. 30.which he hath obtained by 

defrauding the hireling of his 
18. wages ; according to the fub- 

fiance that has any other way 
been got difhoneftly, there 
lhall a full reftitution be 
rriade : he certainly (hall not 
enjoy, or long pofiefs any 
thing whatever of this accurfed 
fort. 

19 For this very plain reafon, 
becaufe ftimulated by his own 
infariable avarice or boundlefs 
ambition, he hath broken 
through all focial obligations, 
and a&ed the {hocking part 
of a moft inhuman oppreflor 
and ungodly tyrant. The 
poor and afflided in their 
greateft extremities never 
found in him a friend or 
helper. He hath pulled down 
houfes, but never built any, 

he 


the 

* 

fhall he reftore, and 
fhall not fwallow it 
down : according to 
his fubftance fhall the 
reftitution he, and he 
fhall not rejoice there¬ 
in. 


19. Becaufe he 

hath opprtfted, x and 
hath forfaken the 
poor; becaufe he hath 
violently taken away 
an houfe which he 
builded not. 


and glory in what he had fpoiled others of, but lament 
hiinfelf plundered and ruined. What is before mentioned 
by Job' s different meflengers appears too plainly to be re¬ 
ferred to, to need further infilling 011. The word tranflated 
refitutiony Mudge takes to fignify, together with reftitution, 
a certain overplus by way of fatisfaftion, a recompence for 
the injury of detaining wrongfully. 

x Mercerus and Cocccius render this, he hath broken, and 
never defifted from vexing and diftrefling the poor, till he 
left them deftitute of every thing : he hath turned them 
out of their houfes, and rather than let diem live in, fuf- 
fered thofe houfes to fall to ruins. Dalhm tranflated, peer 
fignifies the wafted, exhaufted, and abjeft, as to fubftance or 
flrength, by ficknefs or poverty. 



20. » Surely he 
ihall not feel quiet- 
nefs in his belly, he 
(hall not favc of that 
which he defied. 


21. z There fhall 
none of his meat be 
left; therefore fhafl 
no man look for his 
goods. 


Hook of J 0 fli fyft 

he hath ruined many a Family, Sect. 30. 
but he never railed ©n\ 

1-JiS own tumultuous paf- J 2 o. *** 
iions, and guilty tormenting 
refleftions, will banifo all in¬ 
ternal reft, eafe or peace from 
his troubled breaft : and he 
will be able to preferve no¬ 
thing of thofe external means 
of happinefs, which he has 
been moft anxious about or 
doatingly fond of. 

T here fhall not be left fo *X 
much as his daily bread, of 
common provifion that fhall 
not be carried away in the 
approaching ftorm of terrible 
and quick entire deftru&ion : 
furvivors therefore can expedt 

U 2 no 


v There are various interpretations of this paflage : fome 
underfland it of the wicked man's infatiable defires : others 
01 his endlefs cares ; and infinite inward tortures which, 
alive and dead, Hick to him May it not refer to that ex- 
jpreflion of Job's, <b, iii. 26 ? 1 fwa ■ not at reft , &c. and inti¬ 
mate, that it was impolfible he Jbould be at reft ; preferve ' 
what he defired, or efcape as he could have wifhed. Mudge 
remarks, that in the 19th, 20th, and 21ft verfes, the firfl 
claufe is the crime, the fecond the punifhment analogous to 
ii whereas he opprefled the poor, even to the not leaving 
him a houfe to cover him, as he took away a houfe he fhall 
never build one ; whereas he was always grafping, and 
never knew contentment in his belly, he fhall never bring 
it forth, he fliall never fee it amidft all his treafures ; 
whereas he fpared no one he fhall not he fpared hiinfelf. 

x Chappeic*w renders this, there fhall nothing be left for 
ihis food ; therefore he muft not look for his dainties : but 

uhe phtafe teems rather to refer to thofe who fhould fue¬ 
led him. 
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SECT.30.no advantage, nqr the poor 
< T 7 '' ' any employ, from the flate in 

2° XX * which he leaves his diftrefled 

affairs. 

22 In the height of his prof- 
perity he fhali meet with the 
greateft difficulties •, and, as 
in an inftant, be unawares 
ftripped of all: the injured, 
ftarving, defperate poor fhali 
croud in upon and thoroughly 
plunder him. 

23 At the hour he is in ima¬ 
gined fafety, preparing to fa- 
,tisfy his craving hunger, ven¬ 
geance fhali overtake him : 
as under the peculiar extreme 
difpleafure of an highly pro¬ 
voked 


22. In the fulnefB 
of his a fufficiency he 
fhali be in Hraits *. 
every hand of the 
wicked fhali come 
upon him 


23. When he is a- 
bout to hil his belly, 
Go/Zlhall cart the fury 
of his wrath, and 
fhali rain it upon 
him while he is eat¬ 
ing. 


a The radix fignifies, infoler.tly kicking the ground : giving 
fudden and repeated Jlrokes , expreflive of a violent paifion. 
T0 finite the hands together in token of indignation , or clap 
them by way of exultation, contempt or injuit. Thus it em¬ 
phatically and very properly denotes the height of power, 
and infolence of wealth, the wicked fhould be at when 
judgments commenced. To this purpofe one of the Arabic 
poets. When men are raifed to the fummit of fortune, 
behold they fall and fink very low. Sent . 53. Arab. Lat . 
Qohuu Every hand of the wicked, as Cbappelow obferves, 
may be rendered, all the power of forrow : he further re¬ 
marks upon the abreviation in the next verfc, [?V not being 
in the original] to be fuch as are common to, and the 
fenfe cafily made out in all languages. Thus he fhali rain , 
*. e . he (hall pour down vengeance. Phyjician heal tbyjelf, 
that is, if you are fo delirous to inftruft others, follow 
your own inftru&ions. And if you fhould fay to an Ara¬ 
bian, if I had a leprojy l would not touch it, he would im¬ 
mediately underfland you, as declaring the candour and 
integrity of your mind. See Pfal . xi. 6. lxxviii. 30. Prow, 
Arab, et Lat . Ap . Erpeu. centur, ii. Prow . 55, 



24. b He fhall flee 

from the iron wea¬ 
pon, and the bow of 
fleel thall itrike him 
tli rough. 


25. It is drawn and 
cometh out of the 
body ; yea the glit¬ 
tering {word cometh 
out of his gall ; c 
terrors are upon him. 
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yoked Deity, he (hall be fur-S ect. 30. 
prized with fome mortal dif- 
temper, or fatal judgment, at 
his meals, or in the midft of 
his entertainments. 

As one who in the day of 24 
battle but narrowly efcape9 
his death wound from the 
fword or fpear ; and in that 
elcape is (lain by an arrow : 
fo his fhunning one difficulty, 
or avoiding one danger, only 
throws him into another and 
a greater. 

As in the former wretched 25 
cafe, the enemy purfues, draws 
the winged (haft out of his 
body, and what remains of 
life he perceives, fpeedily puts 
an end to with the glittering 
fword ; transfixing his very 
heart, and hafting on all the 
terrors of death •, fo does he 
meet his fate in one fhape or 
other of irretrievable ruin, and 
U 3 in 


b Th is feems to be a proverbial expreflion, borrowed from 
the ancient armour : like to the latin one, 

Incidit in fry Ham qui njult <vitare charybdin. 

s 

The fame is frequently to be met with in facred writ. See 

Vjai. xviii 34. 

c Stbmtdius interprets this, that after he had received a 
mortal wound, the terrors of a future condemnation feize 
him in dying : fo that he expires in the utmoft tortures of 
pain and dcfpair. 
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Sect, 30. in the utmoft agony defpair 
—and die. 

26. XX There is no poflible re¬ 
source, obfcure retreat to hide 
in. or refuge to fly to from 
divine wrath, and the tortures 


of his own guilty mind : the 
inward fury and Smothered 
vengeance, though invisible, 
will continue to burn, till it 
break out in unquenchable 
flames : if any of his domef- 
ticks do efcape, it Shall be as 

out of the fire, and not with- 

• * 

out confiderable damages. 

Without 


26. All darkrefs 
Jhall be hid in his d 
fecret places : a fire 
not blown fhali con- 
fume him ; it fhali 
go ill with him that 
is left in his taber¬ 
nacle. 


A The radix fignifies to referve , fecret e, or bide as treafure: 
and it may refer only to concealed wealth or precious things; 
which Mudge renders, it lhall be all loft in darknefs, and 
be no more feen ; but Si h midi us and fome others, and it 
feems the proper interpretation, refer it to the thickeft 
darknefs of an infernal hell, and future eternal condemna¬ 
tion. Mudge underftands the Z7 lb and 28*- as only recapi¬ 
tulary of 20, i. e. the Heavens fhali bear teftimony to his 
iuiquity before all mankind, a riz. by the fire unblown, the 
lightning that confumed that part of his fubftance that lay 
abroad ; the earth by rifing up againft him ar.d abforbing his 
fecret treafures ; and hk own houfe or tabernacle, by that 
vifible curfe upon all within it, derived from the wrath of 
God, that dilfipated it by fecret ways unto nothing. This 
appears quite flat and low for thefe unufual and moft ftriking 
expreflions, Zcphar feems really ailed!ng to tlrat heaven and 
earth Job had invoked and appealed to for juftice : that 
riling to jufimerit he had declared his full aflurance of: and 
here plainly intimates, that if he had not already, he fhould 
fometime f nd fufficicnt of judgment and divine indignation 
to rife and be revealed ; to force upon him a full convic¬ 
tion and ready conf’eflion of his manifold offences ; when 
all would prove to be loft, diflipated and deftroyed. 



27. The heaven 

fhall reveal his ini¬ 
quity : and the earth 
/hall rife up againft 
him. 


2S. The increafe 
of his houfe fhall de¬ 
part, and his goods 
fhall (low away in 

the day of his wrath* 


29. This rs the 
portion of a wicked 
man from God, and 
the heritage appoint¬ 
ed unto him by God. 
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28 


Without appealing to, oi-Sect. 30. 
conjuring the one or the 
other, the all-infpefting eye 
of Heaven will difcover and 
avenge his iniquity : and the 
inhabitants of the earth rife 
up to judge and condemn him* 

Nobody will queftion but 
his iniquity was full and ripe, 
when his large profits and 
emoluments have abandoned 
him ; and his entire fubftance 
and fortune are wafted or fa- 
crificed to the juft and terrible 
refentments of incenfed Om¬ 
nipotence. 

According to the laws oF 
Providence, and pofitive ap¬ 
pointment of a molt righteous 
God, thefe are the unavoid¬ 
able confequences of impeni¬ 
tent wickednefs: the only rea¬ 
sonable expectations, and dif- 
tinguilhing punishments of 
every obltmate hardened fin- 
ner. 


2 9 


U 4 
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CHAP. XXI. SECT. XXXI. 

Job, wearied out with the trifling repetitions , and 
prolix enlargements of his cenforious obftinate 
antagoniftsy upon one and the fame argument ; 
after a fhnrt inh oduffion* juft rebuke of their 
method of con' 1 Hence , and demand of their dofe 
attention \ directly attacks that argument , and by 
acknowledged faffs to the contrary , difproves all 
they had hitherto advanced. Mifery y he moft 
clearly fhews^ could never prove him to be an 
ungodly wicked man % becaufe the very reverfe of 
it happened to perfons of the vileft character. 
Vcr. 1 —17, 


Job xxi. 1, 2. 

Sect. 3 i.^f 05 finding his friends, 

notwithllanding all he had 
Jo xxi. unable or unwil¬ 

ling to draw proper conclu- 

fions, 


Job xxi. i, 2. 

B U T Job an- 
fwered Sc faid, 
hear diligently my 
fpeech, and let this 
be your e confola- 


tions. 


e This word in the original fignifieth a change of purpofe 
and aft ion, when we have reafon to diflike them, and turn 
our thoughts another way ; this is to repent ; when grief 
and forrows are abated, or made wholly to ceafe ; this is to 
comfort. Job "s meaning fcems to be, that after they had 
duly attended to what he had to intimate, they would really 
alter their opinions, and pity and comfort him. However, 
lie begs in the next verfe, that they would fuffer him to 
fpcak, and if they were not fatisfied, they might proceed 
jn their vain ridicule and cruel reproaches. In this chap¬ 
ter, as Peters obferves, 7 ob effectually combats the falfe 
principle upon which his friends were fo forward to con¬ 
demn him — by (hewing that many wicked men live long 
and profper, and at laft die in peace, and are buried with 

great 



3 * Suffer me that 
I may fpeak, and 
after that I have 
fpoken, mock on. 


4. As for me is 
:ny complaints f to 

man ? 
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fions, and adminifter adviceSBCT. 31. 
that was fuitable to his cir- r 
cumftances, diredls them as 2° xxul * 
follows. If, as you profefs, 
you really intend to afford 
me any relief and confola- 
tion, I muff requeft your pa¬ 
tient hearing, and particular 
clofe attention to what is the 
only confident, rational man¬ 
ner of adminiftring it, and 
of treating my troubles. 

What you have hitherto 3 
obferved has been impertinent 
and frivolous, peevifh and 
fcornful, or gloomy and me¬ 
lancholy : allow me to give 
you a plain date of the cafe, 
and afterwards, if you fee 
not reafon to forbear them, 
e’en continue your derifion 
and reproaches. 

With regard to myfelf, and 4 
this affli&ed difconfolate con¬ 
dition 


£ient pomp : which /hews that this life is not the proper 
Hate of retribution : but men /hall be judged and recom- 
penfcd hereafter. Crit. DiJJ'. 4 to. p. 188, 189. 

The great qucltion in debate betwixt Job and his friends 
was, w icther this miferably a/flided man were innocent or 
guilty. In the conclufion God himfelf pronounces him in¬ 
nocent. Here then is a decifion made in Job's favour; 
arul moreover, a queftion about providence determined to 
our f ui.i idion : viz. that great fufferings are not always 
an argument 0/ great fins ; but that a very good man may 
be fomeiimcs extremely wretched in this life, 

1 Schultens renders, in the way, or after tbe manner of a 
mar : and Sibmidius, according to mens thought and rea¬ 
fon. 
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Sect. 3i.dition I am in : my expoftula- man ? and if it were 
— tions and heavieft complaints A wh y ^ould not 
Jobxxi.4 . a re not fo direftly addrefied bled?"' b * tr ° U " 

to you, or to any other of 
my fellow-creatures, as to an 
infinitely greater Being, who, 
without fufficient provocation 
that I know of, hath reduced 
me to fuch miferable circum- 
fiances as you take occafion 
From, to cenfure me as the 
moll wicked and abandoned 



finner. But if I had no other 
befides mankind to deal with, 
and confined myfelf wholly 
to the appearances of things, 
and mens prevailing fenti- 
ments, is there any thing ex¬ 
traordinary, unnatural, or un¬ 
reasonable in an objett of the 
utmoft outward diftrefs and 
calamity being inwardly 


grieved ? 

At firft fight, I confefs, 
there is fomething (hocking 



5. 6 Mark me and 
be aftoni/hed, and 

lay 


fon, and not rather according to divine revelation and truth. 
CJjappelowj underllands him as faying, his coinplaint would 
be of no moment, was it made to man only, and not to 
God, who alone was able to relieve him. Therefore with, 
great propriety he adds, and fuppole it were fo, that I did 
complain to man, why fliould not Ipirit, tiktzar, be. trou¬ 
bled? abhre •zirabitur. Quod afilifth (piratiojit bre<vior> ob anguf- 
tiam petior is . Schindler* 

8 Peters obferves, that Job well knew that this account 
of the profperity of wicked men, however neceflary to his 

argument, would have fomething (hocking in it to the ears 

of 



lay your hand upon 
your mouth. 


Boot'if Job, 


m 


in the affair I ant going toSscr. ji, 
represent to you, yet that‘.TjC 
thus it is in fail, is plain, " s ‘ 
But as for you, I am per- 
fuaded, you will never be 
able, upon your principles, 
to account for it. 

I have 


of thofe to whom it was addrefled ; the delicacy with which 
he introduces it is inimitable. Mari me, &c. as if he had 
faid, that thus it is in fail is plain. It is with awe and re¬ 
verence I fpeak it. But as for you, I am perfuaded you 
will never be able, upon your ‘principles, to account for it. 
Crit. Dijf. 4 to* p. 236. 

The defeription which follows of a profperouG eftate, is 
fuch indeed as might juitly create envy, were a wicked 
man, in any eltrtL. to be envied : for we have here the 
chief ingredients of human happinefs, as it refpefls this 
life, brought together, and defcdbed in terms exadlly fuit- 
ing the finiplicity of manners, and the way of living iny^ls 
time and country. Ibid . 

The firll advantage the wicked enjoyed, longlife and great 
wealth and influence — next, a profperous and flourifhing 
ofTspiing — again, fccurity aad fatety to themfelves and fa¬ 
milies, ‘Vi’r 9. - their hcu.es are fafe from iear — of in- 
curitous of robbers [we may fuppofej or the depredations 
of neighbouring clans fo uiual in thofe micient times* and 
of which Job had ft/lf the miichievous effects Next, 
health or a freedom from difeales, called in the language 
of that age, the rod of God, Vid Horn Odyjj ix. p 41 r. 
3 Sam xxvi. 10. 

To this is added, plenty of cattle, the riches of thofb 
rimes, *ver. to. 1 he bull gcndcreth and faileth not, £ffr* 
Next comes a numerous and hopeful offspring; and what 
a rural pifturc has he drawn of them. One fees them 
[methinks ] tripping it upon the green with a flufh of health 
and joy in their look^. Lastly, and to crown all. after a 
profperous and pleufant life, comes an eafy death, a er 13. 
% Thiy ff fid> &c. As every thing in thi.s divine poem is in** 
deed wonderful, there is fcarce any tlwig more to be ad¬ 
mired, than the variety of deferiptions that are given us of 
human life, in its moii exalted profperity on the one handj 
and its deepeft diftre/Tes on the other. 
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Sect. 31. I have long declined, and 

now would not introduce it 
J? x * 1,6, without an extreme delicacy 

and tendernefs : it is truly 
with the utmoft awe and ve¬ 


w 

6. Even when I 
remember I am af- 
fraid, and trembling 
taketh hold on my 
flelh. 


neration that I fpeak upon a 
fubjedl of fo much accuracy 
and nicenefs. 


7 Is it lawful to enquire, or 
may it be known on what 
account, or for what reafon 
and purpofe of the divine go¬ 
vernment, do wicked men 
who are unworthy of it, live 
at all ? why do they enjoy an 
advanced age and a long life ? 
and wherefore have many of 
them great weight and in¬ 
fluence ? 

8 The fame profperous and 
flourifhing condition, and the 
like dominion and power they 
have the pleafure to fee pof- 
fefled in a fecond generation 
by their offspring, who are to 

' furvive 


7. Wherefore do 
the wicked live, be¬ 
come old, yea are 
mighty in power ? 


8. Their h feed is 
eftablifhed in their 
fight with them, and 
their offspring before 
their eyes. 


h It is obvious to remark, that when zaray, rendered 
feed, and tzeetzaitn, offsprings are to be underilood of chil¬ 
dren ; they are ufed figuratively : for in their natural ori¬ 
ginal meaning, the former denotes feed that is fcwti in the 
earth. To produce fruit . To plant a flip or cion. The pro¬ 
duce of herbs . The latter, what goes out , grows up , or fprings 
from , as water from a fountain, plants from a root, or mi¬ 
nerals from their ftrata, or beds within the bowels of the 
earth. To the lafl, fob xxviii. 1. a <vein for filler , i, e. a 
place in the bowels of the earth, where it is produced, 
and from whence it is brought out by human flcill and 

induftry. 



9. Their houfes 
are fafe from fear, 
neither is the rod of 
God upon them. 


10. Their bull 
gendereth and fail- 
eth not, their cow 
calveth and cafteth 
not her calf. 


11. They fend 
forth their little one9 
like a flock, and their 
children dance. 


12. * They take 

the timbrel and harp, 

and 
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furvive their decays and tranf- Sect. 31. 
mit their names. v 

Their houfes and fubftance Jobxxi.g. 
are fafe from fear of incur- 
fions of robbers, or the de¬ 
predations of our neighbour¬ 
ing rapacious clans and as 
to their bodies, they are fa¬ 
voured with the invaluably 
advantage of a freedom from 
all indifpofitions, and the molt 
athletick perfeft health. 

Their flocks and herds re- 10 
gularly increafe, and greatly 
multiply : neither? through 
their plenty of pafturage and 
ftrength of breed, are they 
commonly liable to thofe dif- 
eafes and misfortunes which 
others complain of. 

Upon all occafions of rural 
diverfion and paftime, like 
flocks ifluing from the fold 
and covering the verdant 
mead, they fend forth their 
numerous young branches and 
children’s children, to inter¬ 
mix in aflemblies, and make 
parties at thofe feenes of plea¬ 
sure. 


m 

It 


tivity 


Nothing of gaiety and fef- 
the tuneful voice, or 

the 


12 


1 Schultem interprets, they grow up, and are educated in the 
tnujual arts ; but feems, with good reafon, to prefer Schmt~ 

dins' s 
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Sect. 31.the warbling lyre, is wanting 

to enliven -md reli/K all their 

X1X ‘ delights, or footh the volup¬ 
tuous fenfual appetite. 

13 One circle of joy and prospe¬ 
rity circumfcribes their whole 
lives : and to crown all, at 
laft comes an eafy and fpeedy 
death : without much either 
of bodily pain, or mental re- 
morfeful refledion, they ex¬ 
pire and are laid in the grave. 

14 As to the grand priviledge 
of a rational nature, viz. un¬ 
der Handing religion, being fub- 
jeftto the (fivine authority, and 
obedient to the laws of vir¬ 
tue ; they are too indepen¬ 
dent and felf-fufficient to fhew 
the leaft fenfe of, or concern 
about any fuch matters. 

15 They are truly fo prefump- 
tuous as to put the queftion, 
what are the grounds and rea- 
fons of paying homage and 

fervice 


and rejoice at the 
found of the organ. 


13. They k fpend 
their days in wealth, 
and in a moment go 
down to the grave. 


14.Therefore they 
fay unto God, de¬ 
part from us ; for 
we defire not the 
knowledge of thy 
ways. 


15. What is the 
Almighty that we 
fhould ferve him ? 
& what profit fhould 
we have if we pray 
unto him ? 


Jiut's fenfe of the words : for they more literally denote, 
that they lift up their voices fo a9 to equal if not drown the 
found of a kind of drum or tabor which they beat ; with 
the harp likewile : and doated on, were greatly delighted in, 
ufing lalcivioue geftures at, concerts of mufick, poffibly the 
oaten reed, or rural pipe, &c. 

k Literally, they conjume, wajle their days in good. Arab, 
ever/. in deliciis, in high pleajure , and in a moment . Ah, Ezra, 
without afflictions, go down, fome render, with terror: Others, 
more agreeably to the defign. of the whole paflage, Jleep in 
quiet in the grave. 



i 16. 1 Lo, their 
good is not in their 

hand : 
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fervice to the Almighty ? andSECT* 31. 
where the intereft and ad- 
vantage of acknowledgements 
and fupplications offered; op 
to him ? Human affairs pro¬ 
ceed in their ufual courfe ; 
no evil is hereby prevented 
or good obtained ; therefore 
what end or need can there be 
of this kind of offices and 
ceremonies ? 

Whatever they flatter them- 16 
felves, they are not their own 

. carvers. 


1 Chapptlo'iu propofes to read this interrogatively, •vizi 
lo y is not their good in their own hands ? i, e. is not every 
thing in their power and at their command ? Do they 
not enjoy whatever they defire as their property, and are 
in no danger of lofing it ? See Chappelvw in loc. and Pet . 
CW>. DiJT. 4 to, p . 238. And the latter pfirafe as more em- 
phatical when rendered, the counfel of the wicked! that be 
far from me : agreeable to that of the Arabs t who mention 
what is paft in the fame manner as if it were to come. For 
inllance, they fay, thou art utterly undone: i . e, be thou 
utterly undone. — The curfe of God is upon thee : i. e . may 
the curfe of God be upon thee. 

Peters very ingenioufiy and juftly obferves that, as every 
thing in this divine poem is indeed wonderful, there is 
fcarce any thing more to be admired, than the variety of 
deferiptions that are given us of human life, in its moll ex¬ 
alted profperity on the one hand, and its deepeft diftreffes on 
the other. For this is what their fubjefl led them to en¬ 
large upon on both fides ; with this only difference, that 
the three friends were for limiting proiperity to the good, 
adverfity and milery to the bad ; whereas Job infills upon 
a mixed dillribution of thefe things from the hand of Pro¬ 
vidence. But all of them, in every fpeech almoft, en¬ 
large upon one or other of thefe topics, the variety of 
imagery and colouring in which they paint thefe different 
eftates to us, all drawn from nature, and fuiting the fim- 

plicity 
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Sect. 31.carvers, neither the authors of 



what they poflefs, nor able to 
perpetuate or enfure it: it is 
not long to be within their 


hand: thecounfel of 
the wicked is far 
from me. 


power, or continue their pro¬ 
perty. And as to their pro¬ 
ceedings, and abfurd impious 
principles, they are fo far from 
ever having been mine, that 
I cannot think of them with¬ 


out the utmoft difapprobation 
and entire abhorrence. 


plicity of thofe ancient times, is inexpreflibly amufing and 
entertaining. And then the religious caft thrown over 
them, confidered as the difpenfations of Providence, that 
we can receive neither good nor evil, but from God the 
Judge of all, [which is a point acknowledged on both 
hands] is what renders thefe deferiptions interefting and 
affe&ing to ub in the higheft degree. And the whole, if 
well confidered, affords no contemptible argument of the 
antiquity of the book. Crit. DiJ[* 4 to. 237, 238. 


SECT. 



Book of Job; 


r 

SECT. XXXII. 

Job having elegantly defcribed^ on one hand y the 
profperity of fome wicked min l •, proceeds on the 
other , /<? how y in the courfe of providence , 
0/ have been remarkably dijlinguifhed 
by the mojl dreadful evils and calamities they 
have been expofed to. But left they Jljould in* 
terpret this latter reprefentation as agreeing with 
the account before given by themfelves y and im¬ 
plying a confejjion that Joe was wicked and de¬ 
ferring of what he fuffered y he returns to the 
former fubjett y declaring in what plenty and in¬ 
dependency of wealth and power the worft of 
mankind had lived ; and what honours had been 
paid them after their deceafe . Therefore con - 
eludes that there mujl be a future judgment ; 
and withal advifes them to think of a different 
method from any yet fuggefted , of fuppbrting and 
adminiftring conf olaiion to a righteous man under 
affliction. Ver. 17, to the end. 


Job xxi. 17. 

H O W oft is 

the candle 

of 



Job xxi. 17. 

ROM what I have ob-SEcr 
ferved, grounded on fad ‘ 

and"J ob 

' 7 - 


m Peters remarks — after this elegant defeription of the 
profperity of fome wicked men, Job proceeds on the other 
hand, to confefs what was likewife apparent in the ways of 
providence, that fome of them wfere as remarkably dif- 
tinguilhed by their wretchednefs, being expofed to the moll 
dreadful evils and calamities. This was a tender point, to 
which his adverfaries would be apt enough to give a wrong 
turn, as if he had thereby been pleading the caufc of im- 
Vol. I. X piety, 
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Sect. 32, and experience, concerning 
^. 7 *“ V the profperity of the wicked, 
j XX1 ' I would not have you draw 

any wrong conclufions, as if 
I was pleading the caufe of 
impiety ; or giving the lead 
countenance to a vitious cha¬ 
racter. I am the fartheft from 
defigning it — all their ad¬ 
vantages I know to be only 
by fufferance and fhort-lived ; 
and I utterly deteft their con¬ 
duct 


of the wicked put 
out ? and bow oft 
cometh their deftruc- 
tion upon them ? God 
diftributeth n forrows 
in his anger. 


piety. And therefore he adds an apology for himfelf, 
which is to this purpofe — I would not have you think 
that, becaufe 1 fay the wicked fometimes profper, therefore 
I believe their profperity to be owing to themfelves, or in 
their own power. God forbid, that I fhould give fuch 
countenance to impiety. No, though they may thus pre- 
fumptuoufly imagine with themfelves, I am not of their 
opinion, nor yet of their foeiety ; the counfcl, &c. I know 
that all the happinefs which they can boaft, is merely by 
the will and fufferance of almighty God, and that fometimes 
he is pleafed to make them terrible examples of his juftice. 
He adds — the whole is nothing but a conceflion to his 
adverfaries, that wicked men are fometimes thus feverely 
punifhed, as they in their fpeeches had been fond of repre- 
fenting. But then he had before fhewn, that they were 
fometimes as remarkably profperous ; and this made way 
for a third particular, which is indeed his general aflertion 
all along, and the medium by which he endeavoured to 
convince them of the ralhnefs of their cenfures and fuf- 
picions of him, viz. that things are dealt out here pro- 
jnifcuoufly, and without any itrift regard to merit or de¬ 
merit. Thus the tranfitions are rendered eafy at the 16 th 
and the 2 2 d verfes. Crit. Diff. 4 to. p. 238, 239. 

n R, Levi renders this, calamities and perturbations of 
the mind : the original word frgnihes, a cord, a rope , a 
meafuring li?ie. Toils, nets . or ft ares made of cords. To bind 
ftji with cords . To be /polled, reduced to a ruined fate. To 
be in extreme difnfs , as a woman in child bearing . 



18. They are as 
ftubble before the 
wind, and as chaff 
that the florin car- 
rieth away. 


19. God layeth up 
his iniquity for his 0 

children : 
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duCt and maxims. Not only Sect. 3^ 
fo, but almighty God hath 
abundantly manifefted how' he * 
takes himfelf concerned to 
difcountenance wickednefs by 
making fome of the guilty 
terrible examples of his jus¬ 
tice. For. inftance, their 
fplendour hath been eclipfed, 
adverfity hath furprized, and 
fudden ruin overtaken them : 
in (lead of fmiles of Provi¬ 
dence, by the bitter portion 
of forrows allotted them, they 
have appeared under its fe- 
vereft frowns. 

There is no ftedfaftnefs in, i& 
nor have they any fecurity 
for all their plenty and ver¬ 
dure of earthly happinefs : it 
is light and tranfient — and 
fometimes they are as remark¬ 
ably blafted, and unexpect¬ 
edly perifh, as ever they 
feemed favoured and fuc- 
ceeded. As ftubble before 
the wind they are driven ; 
and as chaff when the raging 
ftorm arifes, they are entirely 
difperfed. 

Though the finner him- 19 
felf only, in ftriftnefs, de- 
X 2 fervea 


0 This notion is not only grounded On faft, and tha 
thing unavoidable in itfelf, that relations fhould be involved^ 

with* 
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Sect. 32 .ferves to fuffer ; yet it is ob- 

fervable, that his family and 
t XXU children are involved with him 
in the like evils and calami¬ 
ties ; and whenever he re- 
fle6h, he cannot but be fen- 
fibly afflifted, deeply concern¬ 
ed for this mod bitter ingre¬ 
dient in his punilhment. He is 
properly recompenfed, and to 
his forrow he fhall know it. 
zo It will be a mod painful 
knowledge, and fhuddering 
horrible fight that fhall be 
prefented to his own eyes, 
even his own wickednefs in its 
fad effects of his com pi eat 
ruin : lingering difeafes, in¬ 
curable torturing maladies, or 
external violences ; which, 

with 


children: he reward¬ 
ed him, and he fhall 
know it. 


20. P His eyes 
fhall fee his deflruc- 
tion, and he fhall 
drink of the wrath 
of the Almighty. 


with, and children fuffer in their fortunes and characters by 
means of wicked parents ; but it prevailed among the 
heathens, as appears in that fort of oracular verfe from 
‘'Jupiter by Theocritus, 

El twfitaV TTOt, sfsajj 7 A Xuia J'vQJijiiV eT y. 

Idyll. 26. 

That is — good things happen to the children of religious 
perfons, not to thofe of the profane or irreligious. The 
prophet Ifaiah likewife fpeaks of it in the like proverbial 
manner as a moral Handing truth. The feed of evil doers 
Jhall not be renowned, ch. xiv. 20, 21, 22. 

P This verfe fhould rather have been rendered, as feveral 
of the critics have obferved, his eyes Jhall jee his fraud ; 
that is, be fenfible of his injuftice, convinced of his own 
treachery, when it is fo ordered and overruled by a mofl 
righteous God as to iffue in liis definition. 



¥ 


2i. q For what 
pleafure he in 
his houfe after him, 
when the number of 
his months is cut off 
in the midit. 


22, Shall any teach 
God knowledge ? 
feeing he judgeth 
thofe that are high. 
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with the greateft calamity 0FSECT.32. 
guilty reflection, are unavoid*'—- v^j 
able and moft deeply tragical* Jobgcci. 

For what pleafure falls to 21. 
his fhare, from one of the 
moft defirable ingredients of 
earthly fatisfaftion and hap- 
pinefs, viz . a growing houfe 
and profperous family ; when, 
through his own irregulari- 
ties, he lives only half the 
age of man, and digs for 
himfeJf an untimely grave. 

You fee then the method 2 * 
of God’s providence, from 
what appears in facft. And 
will you prefume to cenfure 
or correct it ? Will you fay 
he ought to take another me¬ 
thod, and prefcribe laws to the 
great Judge of the world ? 

It is evident to common ob- 
fervation, that good and evil 
are difpenfed by him, for the 
moft part, without any exact 
regard to the good or ill de- 
ferts of perfons ; and this 
during the whole period of 

X 3 human 


s This pad age is reckoned parallel to Pfal, Iv. 23, and 

rendered what bufmefs can be have with his houfe in his Acha- 
ton or when he is in a future invifible ftate — when the num¬ 
ber of his months is divided by fame fudden jlroke of chetx , an 
arrow or dart : which Schuitens refers to a cuftom among 
the Arabs as well as Hebrews of determing lots or portions 
by arrows, F.zeL xxi 21. The paraphrafe of tho 2 - 1 and 
23 d verfe is taken from Peters, 
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Sect. 32.human life, from the cradle 

to the grave. 

For if we take a view of 
men in their lives, or in their 
deachs3 by all that appears to 
human fight there is no fuch 
<Jifiinction made, as you would 
Fain perfuade me of, between 
the righteous and the wicked, 
and as will warrant you to 
judge either of their piety or 
impiety, by what they enjoy 
or what they fuffer. Thus, 
exclufive of his character, one 
Jeaveth the world in the bloom 
and vigour of life, and in the 
undifturbed enjoyment of eafe 
and affluence. 

*4 Not only free from all com¬ 
plaints and infirmities, but 
his bodily conftitution is firm 
and hale, even io its utmoft 
maturity and perfection, as to 
health, ftrength and activity. 

Apart 


23. One dieth in 
his full llrength, be¬ 
ing wholly at eafe 
and quiet. 


24. r His breafts 
are full of milk, and 
his bones are moif- 
tened with marrow. 


r As the former verfe expre/Ted the perfection of bodily 
health and ftrength, Schultes refers this to the rich man's 
plenty of cattle filling full the milk pails : and in the ftyle 
of the orientals his circumftances producing whatever was 
the beft, the tendereft, and moft delicious. See chap. xxxi. 
16. and Jer. xxxi. 14, where God fays, that he will fa- 
tiate the foul of the priefts with fatnefs — Thus it may be 
rendered by a fmall change of the points — Milk filleth his 
pails, and marrow moiftens his bones : but fhould not the 
next verfe then, to preferve the contrail, have been with 
eropt y pails ? 



2$. 8 And another 
dieth in the bitter- 
nefs of his foul, and 
never eateth with 
pleafure. 
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Apart likewife from his Sect. 32, 
pra< 5 Hce and conduft, there is 
the greateft difference with ^ XXl * 
refpedt to another’s receiving 
the laft fummons ; neither^ 


26. They {hall lie 
down alike in the 
duft, and the 1 worms 
fliall cover them. 


zy. Behold I know 
p£ur thoughts, and 
the devices which ye 
wrongfully imagine 
againll me. 


does he quit the ftage before 
he has long ftruggled with 
dire adverfity, languifhed un¬ 
der painful tedious illnefs, 
and far from having pleafure 
or benefit of being, through 
extreme anguilhnaufeated any 
victuals that could be provid¬ 
ed for him. 

But there is no material 26 
difference appears as to their 
infenfible corpfes : the grave 
opens to receive alike the 
lifelefs cold remains both of 
the one and the other. They 
mingle together in one com¬ 
mon fieap of earth and duft 5 
and are overfpread with de¬ 
vouring infe6ts and the mean- 
eft reptiles. 

I am perfectly apprized 27 
what objedion your minds 
fuggeft againft this fentiment, 
and from your former fpeeches 
X 4 have 


* Literally it is, another dieth with a bitter foul or life 7 and 
eateth not good. 

1 Chvppelow obferves, that in the Arabic this fignifies any 
little infect that eateth wood ; or inoth that fretteth a gar¬ 
ment, and likewife corruption or putrefaction of bodies — 
to be clothed or covered as with a garment with ^ny thing, 
is a common fcriptural elegancy of ftile. 
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Sect. 32. have reafon to fufpeft, how 

V—exceeding ready you now are 
Job xxi. tQ gj ve t ^ e p er f ona [ argu- 

ment, though only a mif- 
faken notion, all pofTible ad¬ 
vantage. 

*8 It is as follows : what is 
become of the houfe of Job , 
who lived like a prince ? or 
what in general is the portion 
of the wicked ? does not a 
great and fure deftrudtion o- 
vertake them ? 

*9 Aik the pafiengers or travel- 
lets that go by the high-way, 

or 


28. For ye fay, 
where is the houfe 
of the prince ? and 
where are the u dwel¬ 
ling places of the 
wicked ? 


29. 1 Have ye not 
afked them that go 

by 


u Chappehw remarks, that the tranflation is far from doing 
juftice to the Hebrew, viz. ohelmijhcenoth ; which, rendered 
literally, is the tent of the tabernacles. Ohel is a moveable 
tent, fuch as was erefted by travellers, fhepherds, tsfc. 
Mijhcenoth, are fixed, fettled habitations ; in oppofition to 
jnegurim, places -of hofpitality appropriated to Grangers, 
c/p. xviii. 19—21, and, as containing a peculiar elegancy, 
propofes to repeat the queftion, viz. — where is the move- 
able tent ? and where is the fettled habitation ? 

* The true key to this paflage, Peters obferves, is a cuf- 
tom of the ancients to bury near the high roads, or in the 
iTioft puhlick and confpicuous places : and to ereft a pillar 
or monument over the dead, to preferve his memory. 
Thefe pillars, if they had any infeription at all upon them, 
recorded, no doubt, the name and titles of the perfon ; 
and, perhaps, fomc of the happieft circumftances of his 
life, or what was molt remarkable in his life or death : 
and moreover, thofe inscriptions ufually befpoke the tra¬ 
veller, with a fijle viator , or to that purpofe. Bi/dad 
plainly points at this cuftom, ch. xviii. 17, {peaking of the 
calamities that befall the wicked, he fays, bis remembrance 
fhall perifh from the earth , and he fhall have no name in the 

Jjrcrt, or puhlick place, #. no monument to preferve his 

name 



by the way ? and do 
ye not know their 
tokens ? 


30. That the wick¬ 
ed is referved * to 

the 


Book of Joe, 


3*3 


orconfult the monuments oFsect. 32. 
princes and wicked men, —v-y 
erefted in the moft publick J ot>xxi 

1 2(V 

and confpicuous places, and 
furnilhed with infcriptions 
concerning their names and 
titles, their lives and deaths ; 
from whence you will pre- 
fently receive an anfwer to 
your queftij^wz. that death 
and the grave is the houfe ap¬ 
pointed for all living, for the 
righteous and the wicked, for 
the prince and for the beggar. 

But learn and know, vain 
men, this important leffon, 

that 


Z° 


name or memory. By words engraven on a rock, cb. xix, 

24, Codurcus , Dr. Grey, and other critics, underftand his 
famous confeffion being infcribed on his fepulchral pillars. 

Crit. DiJJ. 4 P» 2 44* 

y Le-jom, the affix is perhaps better rendered for, againfi % 
until [as it denotes Gen. xlix. 27. Deut,xv i. 4. 1 Sam xvi. 7.] 
a day of jult punifhment : and jehafae, from eajbae , —— not 
to pnf’rve or (fare, but to referve, tie uf , or keep in cuftody 9 
to '(hut up as in a prifon, or dungeon, and forbear to deliver* 

By the day of deftruftion, and the day of wrath, can be 
meant no other than the future day of judgment, which, 
to the wicked and ungodly, is every where reprefented in 
feripture as a day of wrath, a day of deftruftion and per¬ 
dition. 2 ThejT. i. 9. 2 Pet . iii. 7. Crit . DiJJ\ \to.p. 242. 

From the fame author, [to whom the reader is obliged 
for the paraphiafe of two or three of thefe verfes, and to 
Bp. Patrick for that of the two laft] as they might obferve 
feveral monuments among the reft erefted for fuch as had 
been notorioufiy wicked in their lives, and yet had run out ' 

a long courfe of years in profperity, and been buried at laft 
with great pomp ; it is with reafon he bids them infer 
from hence, that the punilhment of fuch as thefe was re¬ 
ferved 


8 
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§hct. 32. that this, which is the common 
frrvw luf of all, can never be the 
f* 1, proper puniflimpnt of any — 
that there is a further judg¬ 
ment, which attends the wick¬ 
ed ; and they are only kept 
in the grave, or in Jheol y as 
a prifpn, from whence they 
iball be brought forth at the 
laft day, to receive their fen- 
tence of condemnation : they 
are referved for this purpofe, 
and fhall be brought forth 
to execution. 

And this you might have 
collected from that conftant 
courfe of profperity, which 
fometimes attends thefe wick¬ 
ed 


the day of defhuc* 
tion ; they fhall be 
brought forth to the 
day of wrath. 


31. Who fhall de¬ 
clare his way to his 
face ? and who fhall 
repay him what he 
hath done ? 


ferved for a more folemn feafon, which was the proper 
time of retribution, and not the mixed uncertain ftate of 
this life. Referved in the grave, and in Jheol , as in prifon, 
from whence they fhall be brought forth like criminals to 
receive their fentence, or be drawn to execution — the very 
terms lead us to this fenfe —fo I/ai liii. 7. Lat-tebaehjukai> 
the fame words, he Jhall be brought forth to the faugh ter. 
To ilrengthen this expolition it may be obferved, that the 
tombs, or monuments eredted for the dead, are in Homer, 
the moll aiicient writer next the facred, called, 2n//ct7a, 
■marks or tokens. f^ot yjiv<ti 9 ifc. fays the ghofl: of 

poor Elpenor to Vlyfes , \Od . xi . p. 75.] “ Ereft a tomb for 
* ( me on the fea-lhore, and fet up the oar, with which I 
§t rowed, on the top of it ; that it may be a monument to 
“ poflerity of an unfortunate man.'’ But what confirms, 
fyeyond all exception, this interpretation, is — that fob 
p.uvfues the fame way of reafoning in the following part 
qf his fpeech ; and fhews, that the mighty wicked man is 
fo far from being punifhed in this world, that he does what 
he pleafes, without any to controul him, Ufc. Crit. Dijf* 

4 to, /. 246. 



J2. * Yet fhall he 

be brought to the 
grave, and fhall re¬ 
main in the tomb. 


33, and 34. The 
clods of the valley 
fhall be fweet unto 
him ; and every man 
lhall draw after him, 
as jhere are innu¬ 
merable before him. 
How then comfort 
yc me in vain, fee¬ 
ing in your anfwers 
there remaineth falf- 
hood ? 


took of Job. 31$ 

ed men in their lives and Sect. 32; 
in ;their deaths; for what son- 
firms this fentiment, beyond 
all exception, is, that the 
mighty wicked man is fo far 
from being punilhed in this 
world, that he does what he 
pleafes without any to con- 
troul him, or fo much as to 
open their lips againft him. 

Though he be fo abfolute, 3 z 
that no man dares fo much 
as complain of the evils which 
they fuffer by him ; yet fuch 
a man as this lhall live long, 
and profper all his days, and 
(hall be buried at laft with 
great pomp, and a flately 
monument erected over him, 
with his effigy placed at top, as 
if he ftill lived and breathed. 

There he lies quietly in 33, 34^ 
the earth, and none difturbs 
his allies ; he fuffers nothing 
but what all men lhall do af¬ 
ter him, as innumerable have 
done before him. See the^ 
how ill you difeharge the of¬ 
fice of comforters, whofe an¬ 
fwers have fo little truth in 
them. For you maintain, 
that profpetity is the infepa- 
rable companion of piety ; N 

when 


z The literal tranflatiqn is — even be Jhall he brought to thi 
grave, and over the tomb he Jhall watch. 
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§ect. 32.that this, which is the common 
frrv-r' °f can neve r be the 
W' proper punilliment of any — 
that there is a further judg¬ 
ment, which attends the wick- 

4 

ed ; and they are only kept 
in the grave, or in Jheol % as 
a prifon, from whence they 
lball be brought forth at the 
laft day, to receive their fen- 
tence of condemnation : they 
are referved for this purpofe, 
and ihall be brought forth 
to execution. 

And this you might have 
colle£ted from that conftant 
courfe of profperity, which 
fometimes attends thefe wick¬ 
ed 


the day of deftruc* 
tion ; they ihall be 
brought forth to the 
day of wrath. 


31. Who (hall de¬ 
clare his way to his 
face ? and who (hall 
repay him what he 
hath done ? 


ferved for a more folemn feafon, which was the proper 
time of retribution, and not the mixed uncertain ftate of 
this life. Referved in the grave, and in Jheoi , as in prifon, 
from whence they Ihall be brought forth like criminals to 
receive their fentence, or be drawn to execution — the very 
terms lead us to this fenfe—fo Jfai liii. 7. Lat-tebachjubaJ, 
the fame words, he fall be brought forth to the f aughter . 
To ttrengthen this expofition it may be obferved, that the 
tombs, or monuments ere&ed for the dead, are in Homer, 
the mo ft ancient writer next the facred, called, Sw/zetla, 
marks or tokens. /xo/ X ZVetii f a y s ghoft of 

poor Elpenor to UiyJJes , [ Od . xi. p. 75.] “ Ereft a tomb for 
** me on the fea-lhore, and fet up the oar, with which I 
4( rowed, on the top of it ; that it may be a monument to 
“ p often ty of an unfortunate man.” But what confirms, 
fyeyond all exception, this interpretation, is — that Job 
purfues the fame way of reafoning in the following part 
of his fpecch ; and Ihews, that the mighty wicked man is 
fo fV frojn being punifhed in this world, that he does what 
he pleafes, without any to controul him, Ufc. Crit. Dijf, 
4/0. p m 246. 



32. z Yet fhall he 
be brought to the 
grave, and fhall re¬ 
main in the tomb. 


33, and 3*|. The 
clods of the valley 
fhall be fwcet unto 
him ; and every man 
iliall draw after him, 
as there are innu¬ 
merable before him. 
How then comfort 
ye me in vain, fee¬ 
ing in your anfwers 
there remaineth falf- 
hood i 
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ed men in their lives and Sect. 32. 
in their deaths; for what con- H 
firms this fentiment, beyond 
all exception, is, that the 
mighty wicked man is fo far 
from being punifhed in this 
world, that he does what he 
pleafes without any to con- 
troul him, or fo much as to 
open their lips againft him. 

Though he be fo abfolute, %% 
that no man dares fo much 
as complain of the evils which 
they fuffer by him ; yet fuch 
a man as this (hall live long, 
and profper all his days, and 
fhall be buried at laft with 
great pomp, and a ftately 
monument erected over him, 
with his effigy placed at top, as 
if he ftill lived and breathed. 

There he lies quietly in 33, 34^ 
the earth, and none difturbs 
his alhes ; he fuffers nothing 
but what all men fhall do af¬ 
ter him, as innumerable have 
done before him. See thep 
how ill you difeharge the of¬ 
fice of comforters, whole an¬ 
fwers have fo little truth in 
them. For you maintain, 
that profpefity is the infepa- 
rable companion of piety ; 

when 


z The literal tranflatipn is — even le Jhall be brought to the 
grave, and over the tomb he Jhall vsatib* 
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Gecx, 32. when every body can tell you, 
l TT r T' that none flourifh more than 
aa X *a' r ^ e wicked, and that cala- 

<j 3t* • * I* 

mities are common to all 
mankind. 


CHAP. XXII. SECT. XXXIII. 


From JobV intimations of a judgment and retri - 
bution, Eliphaz ajks him, whether he fuppofed 
mankind had any merit with refpeCl to the Al¬ 
mighty, or demands of right upon his jujlice for 
their fervices. He renews and aggravates , be¬ 

yond all bounds, his charges againji Job. Spe¬ 
cifies particulars of fome of the mojl inhuman and 
detejled crimes, he fully believes he tnuft have com¬ 
mitted ; and entertained the mojl abfurd notions of 
them, if he did not abfolutely deny the divine ex¬ 
igence, perfections, or providence. Ver. 1—15. 


Sect.33 



Job xxii. 1, 2. 

U PON Jcb's account of 

the prefent ftate, and 
efpecially upon his references 
to a future one of judgment 
and retribution, Eiiphaz the 
Temanite remarks to the fol¬ 
lowing purpofe. From your 
reprefentation of affairs, it 
feems as if mankind could 
confer a fort of obligation 

on 


Job xxii. i, 2. 

T hen Eiiphaz 

the Temanite 
anfwered and faid. 
Can a man be •pro¬ 
fitable unto God, as 
he that is wife may 
be profitable unto 
himfelf f 


a The original properly denotes being ufeful or fervice- 
able in the adminiftntion of affairs ; in prefiding over an 
houfe or family, treafure, magazine, or ilorehoufe. Vid. 
Caeca, in verb T3D. 



3* b /»it any plea- 
fure to the Almighty 
that thou art righ¬ 
teous ? or is it gain 
to him that thou mak- 
eft thy ways perfect ? 
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on the Almighty; at lead. Sect. 31: 
that they were fome way of^TT^r 4 
more than ordinary confe- , 
quence to him : pray, does 
frail man’s imperfedt fervice, 
in any refpedt, redound to the 
divine benefit; after the man¬ 
ner that prudent and enter- 
prizing mortals derive advan¬ 
tage to themfelves from their 
ingenuity and induflry ? 

Is the all-perfect Being fuf- $ 
ceptible of any pleafurable im- 
preflions, or additional fatif- 
fadtion from your uniform 0- 
bedience and moft devout ho¬ 
mage ? or has he any private 
intereft in, and certain advan¬ 
tage to be derived from your 
charadter and behaviour, be¬ 
ing regularly conformable to 
his ftridteft laws of univerfal 
righteoufnefs. 

Will 


b The Vulgate renders, quidprodeft Deo fi juftut fueris ? out 
quid ei conferty fi hnmaculata via tua ? And Schultensy ifytm 
as truly as juft and upright a man as you pretend to he ; is 
God therefore obliged to you , and in your debt on that account , 
whom you fo boldly challenge to give his reafons ? The original, 
as Coaetus obferves, fignilies, to determine on an aft ion as 
grateful , to be p leafed and delighted in fome thing* And Hof* 
vi. 6 , it is iranflated, mercy or charily . For l defire dy 
mercy and not facrificey Sec . The fenfe then may be, are 
your piety and virtue acceptable to the Almighty, as a fa¬ 
vour or pre lent to the obliged, or alms to the neceflitous; 
are f-cy gain, or like a finifhed work from the loom, which 
may be fold to the merchant ? 
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Will 


he reafon with and 
or admonilh and 


convince, 

difcipline you from any ap- 
prehenfions he has of danger 
to, and diforder in his go¬ 
vernment from you ? Upon 
any fuch account, will he ap¬ 
point a tribunal to examine 
your particular cafe; and that 
he may not lofe the right of 
judging, vindicate the equity 
of his proceedings to you: 

5 What are his prefent vifible 
judgments, in other words, 
your own condition and fuf- 
ferings, but demonftrations 
that your crimes were of fuch 
a malignant baleful fort, that 
they could not be connived 
at ? and both fo aggravated 
and multiplied as to be 
quite boundlefs, therefore to 
Force down vengeance, even 
exterminating deftruftion. 

6 The proof is npt material, 
for the faft mull neceflarily 

be 


4. Will he t re¬ 
prove thee for fear 
of thee ? will he en¬ 
ter with thee into 
judgment ? 


*.Is not thy wick- 
ednefs great ? and 
thine iniquities infi¬ 
nite ? 


6. For thou haft 
taken a d pledge 

from 


c The Hebrew fignifies, to demonfiraie fa me thing hidden and 
controverted — to convince a per fan of the truth of his error , of 
a faulty —to define or fiate a matter betwixt two parties . Vid. 
Coceei. in 

d Schulte ns remarks, that Eliphaz fuppofes or conjectures 
this mull have been fob's cuftom or manner of proceeding ; 
and that it wa6 in the higheft degree probable, he had been 
duilty in one or other of thefe refpefts. The fenfe feems to 
Be, that for fome trifling favour he had taken a pledge for 

fecurity, even his garment tvho had none befides to cover 

him : 



from thy brother for 
naught, and Gripped 
the naked of their 
cloathing. 


Bobk of J o fi? 

be fuppofed, tnat yoor cft6r-SBCT.33v 
mous avarice has made a fa- 
vage advantage of the necef- 
firies and diftrefles of youf 
own unfortunate kindred: and 
the more reduced and indi¬ 
gent any one was, the more 
inflexible you have been in 
rigour, and wholly diverted of 
mercy or common humanity. 

Owing 


him : or his bed or couch who had not another to lie 
down on. 

Peters very properly obferves, that the praftice of taking 
pledges feems to have been abfolutely neceflary in thofe 
early times, before they had the ufe of money, at leaft in 
any great plenty. The kcjtiab t faid to be given to Job by 
each of his relations and acquaintance that came to vifit 
him, cb. xlii. 11, probably was not an Arabic coin of the 
fame value with the Hebrew gherah , /. e . three half-pence 
Englijb, which would be a very flight prefent, but a young 
flwp, which, from col jode yau> all his acquaintance, alf 
that knew him, would fet him up with a large flock at once. 
Pet . Crit* Dijf. 4 to. p, 33. 

The critics being divided with refpeft to the above text, 
and fome reckoning that Job recovered what he had been 
plundered of, a fuller examination is referved till in due 
courfe it comes to be explained. The following verfe gives 
us a beautiful defcription of ancient times, with the fim- 
plicity, hofpitality, and excellent notions of focial virtue 
which prevailed in them ; for furely they themfelves were 
remarkable for the habitual practice of the contrary, wheft 
they treat inhumanity, injuftice, and unkindnefs, with fuch 
jufldilhke and utter abhorrence. Before publick inns and 
houfes of entertainment were known, the fatigued traveller 
was welcomed and refrefhed from the common ties of na¬ 
ture, by thole who had a fettled habitation: and one of 
Homer s heroes (lands diflinguiihed for an houfe which was 
open tf>; all mankind. In thofe barren defarts, and hot 
buiniif^ fan vis, as the fmall refreihment of a cup of cold 
water was frequently of the laft importance, to refufe it 
was accounted cruel, and in the highefl degree fcandalous. 
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• 33* Will he reafon with and 
“^convince, or admonifh and 
300 * difcipline you from any ap- 
prehenfions he has of danger 
to, and diforder in his go* 
vernment from you ? Upon 
any fuch account, will he ap¬ 
point a tribunal to examine 
your particular cafe •, and that 
he may not lofe the right of 
judging, vindicate the equity 
of his proceedings to you: 

5 What are his prefent vifible 
judgments, in other words, 
your own condition and fuf- 
ferings, but demonftrations 
that your crimes were of fuch 
a malignant baleful fort, that 
they could not be connive'd 
at ? and both fo aggravated 
and multiplied as to be 
quite boundlefs, therefore to 
Force down vengeance, even 
exterminating deftruftion. 

6 The proof is npt material. 
For the fa£t muft necefiarily 

be 


4. Will he * re¬ 
prove thee for fear 
of thee ? will he en¬ 
ter with thee into 
judgment ? 


$.h not thy wick’ 
ednefs great ? and 
thine iniquities infi¬ 
nite ? 


6. For thou haft 
taken a d pledge 

from 


c The Hebrew fignifies, to demonflrate fomething hidden and 
controverted — to convince a perfon of the truth of his error , of 
a faulty — to define or fate a ??iattcr betwixt two parties . Vid, 
Coecei. in 

d Schultens remarks, that EJiphaz fuppofes or conjefturec 
this muft have been Job' s cuftom or manner of proceeding ; 
and that it was in the higheft degree probable, he had been 
jjnilty in one or other of thefe refpe&s. The fenfe feems to 
be, that for fome trifling favour he had taken a pledge for 

fecurity, even his garment tvho had none beftdes to cover 

him ; 



from thy brother for 
naught, and Gripped 
the naked of their 

cloathing. 


BoSk of Job? 

be fuppofed, tnat your eftdr-SncT.^v 
mous avarice has made a fa* 
vage advantage of the necef- 5° 
fities and diftrefles of your 
own unfortunate kindred: and 
the more reduced and indi* 
gent any one was, the more 
inflexible you have been in 
rigour, and wholly diverted of 
mercy or common humanity. 

Owing 


him : or his bed or couch who had not another to He 
down on. 

Peters very properly obferves, that the pra&ice of taking 
pledges feems to have been abfolutely neceflary iq thofe 
early times, before they had the ufe of money, at leaft in 
any great plenty. The kcfitab t faid to be given to Job by 
each of his relations and acquaintance that came to vifit 
him, ch. xlii. 11, probably was not an Arabic coin of the 
fame value with the Hebrew gberah 9 /. e . three half-pence 
Englijb , which would be a very flight prefent, but a young 
/heep y which, from col jode ]}au 9 all his acquaintance, alf 
that knew him, would fet him up with a large flock at once. 
Pet . Crity 4 to. py 33. 

The critics being divided with refpeft to the above text, 
and fome reckoning that Job recovered what he had been 
plundered of, a fuller examination is referved till in due 
courfe it comes to be explained. The following verfe gives 
us a beautiful defeription of ancient times, with the fim- 
plicity, hofpitality, and excellent notions of focial virtue 
which prevailed in them ; for furely they themfelves were 
remarkable for the habitual practice of the contrary, when 
they treat inhumanity, injuftice, and unkindnefs, with fuch 
juft dillikc and utter abhorrence. Before publick inns and 
houfes of entertainment were known, the fatigued traveller 
was welcomed and refreshed from the common ties of na¬ 
ture, by thofe who had a fettled habitation: and one of 
Homers heroes Hands diftinguifhed for an houfe which was 
open to all mankind. In thofe barren defarts, and hot 
burning lands, as the fmall refrefhment of a cup of cold 
water was frequently of the laft importance, to refufe it 
was accounted cruel, and in the higheft degree fcandalous. 
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Sect. 33. Owing to your contracted 

petrified nature, and envious 
jo xxu. wifiies to confine the 

very elements, you muft have 
difclaimed the ordinary offices 
of an univerfal hofpitality, and 
refufed to beftow the cheapefl: 
Favours to fuch as were in the 
greateft want of them : even 
a cup of cold water, or a mor- 
fel of food to thofe whofe life 
feemed to depend upon the 
. inconliderable fmall fupply. 

8 It follows of courfe, chat 
as you had no compaffion for 
the miferable, you was ab- 
jeftly devoted to the will and 
pleafure of the opulent and 
mighty : fond of power and 
influence yourfelf, and moft 
firmly perfuaded that the 
world was made for the rich 
and potent only ; that none 
elle had right to any part of 
it, or the leaft candour and 
civility, truth or equity to be 
Ihewed them. 

5 Difconfolate widows hence 
have implored your afliftance 

and 


7. Thou haft not 
given water to the 
weary, and thou haft 
with-holden bread 
from the hungry. 


8. But as for the 
e mighty man, lie had 
the earth, and the ho¬ 
nourable man dwelt 
in it. 


9. f Thou haftfent 
widows away empty, 

and 


e Literally, but the man of the arm, Jlrength, or power, to 
him the earth ; and the elevated of face or afpefi, he fat, 
dwelled, had his /eat in it: that is, you had wealthy and 
powerful people in the higheft efteem and veneration, was 
abjettly and entirely devoted to them. 

f Literally, as Schul/ens has it — you have di/miffed widtnus 

empty, that is, not redrdfed their grievances, nor fupplied 

their 


J 
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and the arms of the 
fatherlefs have been 
broken. 


ro.Therefore fnares 
are round about thee, 
and fuddenfeartrou. 
blcth thee : 


u. Or darknefs 
that thou canil not 
fee, and abundance 
of waters cover thee. 



10 


and protedlion, but you ne-SecT. 33; 
ver fupporied or countenanced 
them : and helplefs deltitute ^ 
orphans, wherever it could 
be done with impunity, you 
have usually difablcd, plun¬ 
dered, and deftroyed. 

This is the plain account 
of all your calamities ; nei¬ 
ther could you ever expedt, 
with this infamous character, 

Jong to pi ofper : dilire fies na? 
turally attend on fuch tranf- 
grefiions j and when you was 
lead aware, vengeance hath 
fallen, horror and the utmoft 
agony filled your trembling 
guilty mind. 

Lamentable it is to think, 
of the clouds of darknefs and 
adverfity in which you were 
certain to be, and now are, 
enveloped : and deluges of 
forrow that have overwhelmed 
you. 


11 


their neceflities : and the arms of orphans are brokenyfljortened, 
difahled ; that is, he had really taken from them, by fraud 
or violence, what of right belonged to them : never ex¬ 
prefling; any regard or compaflion to the orphans cries or 
widows tears. 

The following are common beautiful figures in the ori¬ 
ental rtile, to exprefs grievous and fudden afflictions and re- 
verfes of fortune. 


* 


VOL. I. 


Y 


How 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 33. 



Job xxii. 





How was it poffible you 
could allow yourfelf in thcfe 
flagitious crimes, efpecially, 
how could you veil them with 
a mod abominable hypocrify ? 
Did you believe there was no 
God ? or imagine him beyond 
the reach, or above taking 
notice of affairs here below. 

You mud have fuggelted 
to yourfelf, that there was 
fome limitation or imperfec¬ 
tion in the divine Omnifci- 
ence : afked by what mediums 
he difcerned at fo great a did 
tance ? or with what pene¬ 
trating eyes he diftinguifhed 
through the darkeft vapours, 
and thickeft intercepting 
clouds ? 

The obfcurity, you did, is 
an impediment and fufficient 
obftrudion from his having a 
clear knowledge of what af¬ 
fairs are tranfading on earth: 
the immenfe fpaces of the 

heavenly 


12. s Is not God 
in the height of the 
heavens ? and behold 

the height of the 

£> 

ftars, how high they 
are l 


1 3. And thou fay¬ 
ed, how doth God 
know ? can he judge 
through the dark 
cloud ? 


14. Thick clouds 
are a covering to him 
that he Teeth not, and 
he walketh in the cir¬ 
cuit of heaven. 


£ Cbappe/oiv renders, is not God exalted in heaven ? 
and beholding the top of the liars, how they are elevated r 
Scbultem reckons Elipbaz here to be opening the heart of 
the hypocrite Job , as he fuppofed him to be, and repre¬ 
senting him as concluding that thele inferior matters are 
not infpe&ed by the exalted Deity : that, as Mercer has it, 
be regulates tbe heavenly bodies and their Motions : or as Decdat . 
be has an agreeable and peaceful poffejfson and enjoy ment of kief 

fednefs — but concerns not himfelf about matters at fo great 
diltance as this earth. \ 
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heavenly orbs are his peculiar Sect. 33, 
dominion, and furnifh out 
compleat fphere and abun* 
dant employ for all his at* 

tributes. 


SECT. XXXIV. 


Eliphaz runs a parallel betwixt Job and the ante• 
deluvian apoftates , who perijhed b\ the flood. 
He fuppofes a peculiar flmilarity both in their 
crimes and their puniflmeHt . He jeems to com¬ 
pare himfelfy and the reft of Job’s friendsto 
Noah and his family , who were remarkably pre - 
fervedy bad occafion to rejoice in their integrity , 
and triumph over the deftrufiion of the wicked, 
He urges him to be fpeedy and fmcere in his re - 
pentance, and gives him hopes of reftoration to his 

former prosperity. Ver. 15, to the end, 

* 


Job xxii. 1 5. 

H ast thou 
marked the 

old 



Job xxu. 15. 

A V E you taken par- Sect. 34, 

ticular notice of what -— 

y 2 is J obxxii - 

*5- 


h Peten interprets this fpcech of the deftrudtion by the 
deluge, and the laft general conflagration. Indeed, as he 
obferves, fome refer the remnant of them the fire con(umeth 9 
or fliall confume, to the judgment of God upon Soeiom and 
Gotnorrab : but it is much more natural to underltand it of 
the lafl general conflagration! For how could the deflroying 
a little city or two be faid, with any propriety, to coniume 
the remnant , that is, the whole remainder of wicked men ; 
when at the fame time Cbaldea, and perhaps the greateft 
part of the world, was over-run with idolatry ? The diflo- 
lution of the world by fire, is what St. Peter , z Pet. iii. 7> 
calls exprefdy, a day of judgment and perdition to ungodly 

men. 
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A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 34. is recorded concerning the de- 

generate courfes, and fhock- 

Tobxxii. P • 1 r • 1 

1- ’ in S principles or impious and 

** immoral men, in the earlieft 

ages of the world ? 

,6 Whole tremendous fate it 
was, long before the years they 
might have numbered were 
finifhed, to be left for an ex¬ 
ample and monument of an 
utter fubverfion and perdition 
by the overwhelming waters 
of a before unheard of uni- 
verfal deluge. 

17 Preparatory to this moft 
tremendous vifitation, the pro¬ 
voking language of their im¬ 
pious hearts and moft dege¬ 
nerate lives, was even unto 
the fupreme Ruler. — With¬ 
draw irom us and our affairs, 
thy prefence and providence, 
the authority of thy govern¬ 
ment, and the reftraints of 
thy laws. And what do they 

defire, 


old way which wick* 
ed men have troden ? 


16. Which were 
cut down out of time, 
whofe foundation 
was overflown with 
a flood. 


17. Which faid 
unto God, depart 
from us : and what 
can the Almighty do 
for them ? 


men. And this St. Jude , vsr. 14, feems to fay was pro- 
phefied of by Enoch before the flood ; and it fo, mult be 
known to Noah and by him (no doubt) tianfmitted to pof- 
terity. And fo might well be known to Job and his friends, 
of whom Eliphaz feems to be the molt learned and knowing. 
The righteous Noah and his family, who were fo miracu- 
loufly preferved, are very poetically introduced, (*ver. 19.) 
as triumphing over that wicked generation, whom they had 
called in vain to repentance ; and who had laid unto God, 
depart from us ; and what can the Almighty do for them ? 
(ver. 17.) defying him, as it were, and contemning both his 
threatcnings and his promiles. Crit. DiJJ'. 407. 



I 


18. Yet he filled 
their houfes with 
good things : but 
the counfel of the 
wicked is far from 
me. 


4 

Book of Job* 

defire, or can they expeft the Sect 

almighty Being to do more rT 
for them than they are able 
to do for themfelves ? 

Yet it was owing to the 18 
kind providence of a moft 
bountiful God, and not to 
themfelves, that they enjoyed 
the greatefl: plenty of all ne- 
cefiarics and conveniences: but 
1 cannot mention their corrupt 
vile maxims, without enter- 


19. 1 The righteous 
fee and the in¬ 
nocent 


ing my proteft againft, and 
exprefling my utmoft abhor¬ 
rence of them. 

The pious and righteous 19 
who were fpe&ators of the 
Y 3 tragical 


1 The righteous fee it [that is, faith Veters , fee the dell ruc¬ 
tion of this wicked race] and are glad ; and tbe innocent man 
[naki, fingsj loughs them to fcorn, whereas our fuhjlance is not 
cut down. — 'There is, as he obferves, fome difficulty in 
this claufc : the Hebrew is, im lo nice chadkwiance , literally, 
annon excifa ejl furrettio nofira ? Is not our riling cut off ? 
Are not we overwhelmed and funk, never to rile more ? 
Or, anncn cxcifa ejl in furrettio no fra ? Is not our infur reflion 
and rebellion agairf C 3 od, [for fo impiety and wickednefs is 
often ftiled in fcripture] juftiy punijbed by this terrible excifon V 
'They feem to be the words of thofe wicked men who nvere 
ait down out of time , ( <ver. i6.) but here put in the mouth 
of the innocent Noah and his family by way of derifion, 
as it is common to repeat the words of another, or to make 
a fpeech for him upon fuch occaiious, aofloc, [Mptunv, [as 
the rhetoricians fpeak] and without naming thofe whofe 
words they are fuppofed to be. This, he adds, gives a 
good fenic to the palTage, which is fcarce intelligible any 
other way. And thus it will be the fame as if it was faid, 
the innocent mock them, J'(tying , are not thefe impious wretches 
juf/y punijbed ? Is not our pride, may they fay, and infurrettion 

againft 



Sjl6 A Paraphrase vn the 

Seict. 54. tragical fcenes, and wonder 

fully preferved, cou’d not hut 

JOO mil, r 1 • r 

ig approve or their fevere pun- 

iliment as richly deferved : 
and the innocent, whom they 
had opprelTed and injured, 


nocent laugh them 
to fcorn. 


triumph in their rurn, and 
greatly rejoice to be totally 
delivered from them. 


$0 At that awful period, and 
in all fucceeding ihftances of 
excifon or deftru&ion, the 
pious and upright are in 
fafety, and may declare : as 
for us, of a quite different 
v character, the foundation of 
our happinefs is folid and un- 
ihaken, neither do we meet 

with 


20. Whereas our 
fubftance is not ent 
down, but the rem¬ 
nant of them the fire 
confumeth. 


again fl our Maker , fdly humbled by this utter extirpation ? It 
rollow?, njc pthrc.m acclak cjh, and the remnant cf them the 
f>e, /ball con fume ; which may be underftood as the words of 


Fdiidoc, - : or, perhaps, as a continuation of the innocent 
man, Xcah. And then it will be as if he had faid, though 
this judgment I'V water, as extenfive as it is, may not fo throughly 
have purged the world, but that wickcdnefs and wicked men 
will again fpring up, fpread widely, and abound ; yet know, 
there jhall come a time hereafter, when the world Jhall be con- 
fumed with fire : and then the whole race and remainder of 
wicked men Jhall be delivered up, once for all , to fuch an ab- 


fo-utc deflrufiicn, as that none JJjall ever fpring from their 
a fees ; nor ft. d/the new world, and :ts inhabitants, know wicked- 


uejs o<- a dsfeRicn from God any more . Thus the learned au¬ 
thor fubjein 4 . or concludes, we fee from this remarkable 


pailhge, triat the doftrine of the future diAblution of the 
world by tic, (lb plainly taught us in the new tef ament ) was 
not unknown in fob's, time, but was probably delivered 
down from Ncib. And from hence (no doubts the notion 
fpread among!! the heathen. Crit. Dijf. 4 to, p. 408. 



21. k Acquaint 
novvthyfelf with him 
and be at peace : 
thereby good fliall 
come unto thee. 
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with fuch deftruftive provi- S£ cT. 34. 
dences. As to vice and wick- \ 7 “' .r* 
ednefs, the world has once xxu ‘ 
been purged from it by wa¬ 
ter ; and what (till remains 
(hall finally be confumed by 
the purifying flames of de¬ 
vouring fire. 

From all which nothing 21 
can be plainer than that the 
only expedient you can take 
is, with the loweft humility, 
to have inftant recourfe to a 
fupreme Being; and preferibe 
reafonable bounds, and a pro¬ 
per direftion to your tumul¬ 
tuous perplexed thoughts : 
the inconceivable benefit 
whereof, as to all temporal 
blefiings, you (hall doubtlefe 
early experience. 

Y 4 From 


k S Jan hi renders, learn to he perfect with him . Chap* 
peloiv , from the Arabic , have recourfe to him for the fake of 
eaje t and he at peace , The Hebrew ftgnifics, attend , wait 
upon him, obferve his commands, Jludy to pieafe him . The fol¬ 
lowing lines may illultrate the pa/iage, while they entertain 
the poebc reader. 

/ Snhnvt thy late to HeavVs indulgent care, 

I 'll n * all Teems ialt, ’tis impious to defpair : 

The tracks of Providence like rivers wi nd, 

Here run before us, there retreat behind ; 

And rho' immers'd in earth from human eyes, 

Again break forth and more confpicuous rife. 

Nudge renders, make J'ali sfail ion to thofe thou haji wronged^ 
thou fall find thy harvef come in large to thee , 




S.ECT. 34* 

Job xxij. 

22 . 




A Paraphrase on the 


From the nature and reafon 
of things, with the univerfal 
Je^ures of divine Providence, 

1 earneflly beg you would re 
Ceive and retain due inftruc- 

v 

* 

tion, underfhnd wha: is true 
wifdom, get cieeply im prefled 
with its maxims, and habi¬ 
tually obferve its moftfalu- 
tary laws. 

If you fincerely return, and 
be converted to the regular 
obedience of the . Almighty, 
notwithftanding the prefent 
defoUre and ruinous fituacion 
of your affairs, you fhall cer¬ 
tainly emerge and be reftored 
to your former happy ftate. 
But previous to this, you are 
fenfible there mud be a tho¬ 
rough reformation, both in 
ypurfelf and likewife in your 
whole houfe and family. 

Upon this immediate and 
effectual amendment, you fhall 

command, 


22. Receive, I pray 
thee, the 1 law from 
his mouth, and lay 
up his words in thine 
heart. 


i 


23. If thon return 
to the Almighty,thou 
fhalt be built up, thou 
fhalt put avvay ini¬ 
quity far from thy 
tabernacle. 


24. m Then fhalt 
thou lay up gold as 

dull. 


1 An author whom I have. often cited obferves, this may 
very pertinently be expreifed, and in all probability was, of 
a law much older than that of MoJes t that mentioned Got. 

xxvi. 5, or fome divine precepts of religion delivered down 
from AJam, or from Noah, to fucceeding generations, Riled 
by fob, the ( n o rets cf ike Holy One , eh. vi. io, and remark¬ 
ably, cb. xx:ii. 12, the words of God's ?nouth, which he ef- 
teenied more than his necdTary food. Pet. Grit. Dijf. 

t> 2 7 

m There are oirFerent interpretations of this verfe. The 
R. Sal. and GuJJet. underitand by bifron, a fortifi¬ 
cation , 
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duft, and the gold of 
Ophir as the ftones 
of the brooks. 


25. Yea, the Al¬ 
mighty {hall be thy 
defence, and n thou 
{halt have plenty of 
filver. 


t 


command, and not over-rate, Sect. 34. 

all defirable earthly advan- rT 

--' ' Jliall 24 . X * U * 


tages : your wealth 
greatly abound, and your 
treafure be immenfe and in- 
exhauftible. 

Which is of ftill more con- 
fequence, the Almighty fliall 
be your protection and entire 
confidence, which (hall never 
fail you : being under the in¬ 
fluences of God’s laws, and 
thereby highly in his favour, 
you (hall doubtlefs abound in 
that wealth and power, gold 

and 


2 5 


cation , plan of defence , or fortified toixer . Scbmidius explains 
this of a promife of the greatert plenty of gold as in the 
days of king Solomon. Cocceius reckons Eltpbaz to be here 
exhorting fob to the contempt of gold, and to throw it 
into the dull, or among the flint ftones of the valley : and 
indeed from what follows, moderation to it is implied, if even 
ncgleding it be not the mod natural fenfe. Opbir was a 
country early remarked on for its abounding with gold ; 
and perhaps called by that name from one of Joktan' s fons. 
it has been reckoned, but probably lay much nearer, to be 
fituated in fome of thofe remote rich countries of India be¬ 
yond the Gauge), and as far as China or Japan ; which laft ftill 
abounds with the fineft gold, and with feveral other com* 
moditics in which Solomon s fleet dealt, as filver, precious 
ftones, ebony, and other valuable forts of wood. Gen. ii. 
10, x. 2<y y avert. et aL defer. Japon.feq. and XJniver. Bift. 
vol. iv. /*. 106. 

The ILbrwv word tranflated lay up , fignifies near the 
fame with DW. to place t to rank , and cb. vii. 17, x. 20, 
regard, com era about , let alone. Jet from me , that is, remove 

thy ho file attacks from me. 

n The 'Lvgum renders, et plus quam argentum fortitudo ex¬ 
ec Ija tun. I mention this as a good, practical, and very 
uftful fenfe, rather than the preciie meaning of the author. 
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Sect. 34-and filver which infinitely lefs 

concern you. 

Having this eafe and af¬ 
fluence, efpecially havingthefe 
refined fentimems and pure 
affeffions, you fhall contem¬ 
plate the divine attributes and 
Providence with the utmoft 
devotion and inexpreflible 
pleafure : far from the leaft 
degree of abjedt fear, or blufh- 
ing fhame, you fhall lift up 
your countenance with good 
hope, even with joy unfpeak- 
able and full of glory. 

In every fcene of this va¬ 
rious life, and under the moll 
prefling neceflities, you fhall 
only alk of God fupport and 
conduft, and fhall infallibly 
receive it : at the fame time 
you will not forget, how the 
happy event affords frefli oc- 

rifinn 


27 


z6. For then (halt 
thou have thy de¬ 
light in the Almigh¬ 
ty, and (halt lift up 
thy face unto God. 


27. Thou ihalt 
make thy prayer un¬ 
to him, and he lhall 
hear thee, and thou 
Ihalt pay thy 0 vows. 


0 Pay thy vovos, Mudge interprets, damnabere votes , i. e« 
thou Jbalt obtain thy prayers or <wijhes. Spencer obferves, on 
the facrificia votiva, that they were more ancient than the 
law of Mofes : fays he, Eiiphaz antiquior Mo/e hujujmodi 
njota tanquam pr&cipua pi Satis antique docume.'.to memorat . 

That kind of vow fignified by cherem y devoting 

to deflritttion, taking an oath to extirpate , or lading a thing or 
pcrfon under an anathema , might probably be later : the 
•m radar y mentioned in the text, or devoting the thing 
vowed, whether men, beajis, money , or any part of a man s 
po/J'eJJion, to the fewice of God, was certainly very ancient. 
This may be learned from Jacob's vowing the tenths of all 
his acquifttions as he went‘to Padan-aram „ Gen, xxviii, 



28, Thou flialt P 
alfo decree a thing, 
and it Hi a II be eita- 
blillied unto thee : 
and the light fhall 
fhine upon thy ways. 


29. q When men 
are cajt down, then 
thou fhalt fay, there 
is lifting up : and he 
fhall fave the hum¬ 
ble pcrlon, 
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cafiori for religious gratitude, Sect, 34. 


nbr negleft the fcrupulous de¬ 
vout performance of all fo- 
lemn engagements. 



Your laudable honeft de- 28 


figns, as to their nature and 
the meafures to effect them, 
(hall be well confidered, and 
generally lucceeded. And the 
path you have to walk in, a 
very plain and even, pleafing 
and profperouS one. 

Even when ungodly wicked 2 9 
men fhall endeavour to hum¬ 


ble and diftrefs you 5 in a firm 
confidence of a fuperior di¬ 
vine guardianfhip, you may 
fay, this is my honour and 

certain 


p The original properly fignifies, to cut, diffett, divide, &c. 
figuratively, to determine a controversy , or decide in an affair . 
.As 5 . bindler has it, quando enim fententlft fertur, omnia 
difeutiuntur, ac velut decidiintur. Or the Latin Poet, 

Quo tnultrc magnteque fecantur iudice Jites. 

Hor . 1. i. ep. 16. 

Mudge interprets, he fliould acquire fuch an authority to all 
his decifions that no one fhould pretend to difpute them, 
whatever he faid or did fhould be enobled with a glory 
round it. 

q Some underlland this of the efficacy of Job' s authority 
and interceihon with God. As if he had faid, when men 
exalt the mfc Ives, and grow arrogant, by means of your 
addrefles to hi in, they fhall be reduced and afflicted : when 
they repent and hnmble themfelves, you fhall pray, and 
they fhall be rellored and exalted. Mudge interprets, that a 
guilty perfon fhould feel the benefit of his meritorious good- 
nefs, as ten righteous ones would have faved Sodom . I have 
given in the paraphrafe what appeared to be the fenfe. 
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Sect. 34»certain exaltation j for the 

VT v '“'T , meek, rcfigned, and obedient, 

JOD XXll. . ° c 

29. are t * le P ecu ‘ iar concern of 

heaven, that they be preferved 
and delivered : the proud (hall 
certainly be abafed, and the 
humble and lowly exalted. 

30 Nay fo high a regard has a 
moft gracious God for the 
well-meaning, faithful and 
humble, that his mercy (hall 
extend on your account to 
others, though not, fir idly 
fpeaking, innocent ; for your 
fake they fhali be fpared, and 
by means of vour unfpotted 
and illuftrious example they 
fhali probably be led to rec¬ 
tify their miflakes, and fo a- 
void the divine difpleafure. 


30. r He (hall de¬ 
liver the ifland of the 
innocent : and it is 
delivered bythe pure* 
nefs of thine hands. 


r The fentiment rifes, and it is intimated that c 4 hers 
{hould reap beneTit by Job" s piety aud counfel, example and 
adminftration of jullice : a cleannefs of palms, i, e. hands 
clear of bribes : rather refering, as Mudge obierves, to his 
impartiality of judgment, and his vharafter for it, that he 
(hould fave a fmall pittance that a poor honed man had, 
from the grnfping encroachments of his powerful neigh¬ 
bour that furrounded it. For Jft, tranflated if. and , fome 
read bominem ; others render for not: i. e. 

by his intercelhons thofe who deferred to be punifhed fhould 
be reprieved and remembered with mercy, is not this a 
reference to .V ralr-m" s interceflion for Sodom and Gomorrah, 
where the whole might have been fpared if ten righteous per- 
fons could have been found in them ? 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIII. SECT. XXXV. 

* t 

Job bitterly laments his prefent grievous affliftiott . 
With the greateft earnejlnefs he wijhes to obtain 
the divine audience , and there declare his inte¬ 
grity : in an unfhaken confidence that he Jhould 
not be overawed but encouraged and firtngthned . 
That he , and every other righteous man , at that 
judgment-feat, ftjould have a fair hearing and a 
full acquittal . He, as it were, looks all around , 

and turns bimfelf this way and that to find his 
Judge, but to no purpofe . He reviews however, 

and fupports bimfelf with this reflettion, that his 
fincerity was perfeftly known to God, and the re - 
gularity of his obedience : Jlill he deplores his ex¬ 
treme misfortune that bis dijlrejfes had fo dark 
and melancholy an afpetl, and were capable of 
fuch finijler perverfe interpretations, that he could 
not render what he was confcious of, evident and 
manifejl to all the world . Ver. i, to the end. 

Job xxiii. I, 2. 

HEN Joban- 

fwered Sc faid, 

9 even to day is my 
complaint bitter: my 
ftroke is heavier than 
my groaning. 



Job xxiii. 1, 2. 

^fO B having, with his ufualSECT. 35. 

calmnefs and fteadinefs, L rT Y "~!^ 
heard Ehpbaz' s difeourfe, (till -J 0 2 * xm< 
grounded on the falfe fup- 
pofition that he was a wicked 

perlon, 


5 J.uchius and Codurcus interpret, as yet my complaint is 
rebellious or contumacious : it does not remit or gi<ve *way as if it 
ivas f vanqufjtd ; but riles Wronger, and is more and more 
irritated i?nd inflamed. And yet jadi, my jlroke t literally, 
my hand , put for the Jlroke given by it, is more heavy and 
bitter than my groaning. 



334 d Pa r a phrase on the 

Sect. 35. perfon, vindicates himfelf to 

the following purpofe. I 
1, hoped l° n g before this, 

my miferies, or at leaft your 
cenfures, would have abated, 
indeed have been entirely 
ended : both, alas ! are con¬ 
tinued : and term it obftinacy 
or what you pleafe, I cannot 
forbear heavily lamenting my 
deplorable ftate ; neither can 
any lamentations equal the 
weight of my afflictions. 

3 With an ordinary fortitude 
I could bear Jofies, want, and 
ficknefs : but it is terrible to 
have them confidered in the 
light of judgments, and guilt 
conftituted the caufe and 
fource of all. O that I knew 
where to find him who will 
do me juftice ! that I might 
appear in my true colours be¬ 
fore his awful tribunal of in¬ 
effable glory and everlafting 
equity ! 

4 Before the fupreme Ma* 
jetty, with an heart which ne¬ 
ver wore difguife, and an ho- 
neft undaunted freedom, 1 
would range my arguments, 
and demonftrate my integrity, 
beyond all contradiction. 

5 And, whatever is fuppofed 
by my friends would be al- 
ledged againtt my unfeigned 

virtue. 


3. O that I knew 
where I might find 
him ! that I might 
come even to his 
feat I 


4. I would order 
my caufe before him, 
and fill iiiv mouth 
with arguments. 


5. I would know 
the words which he 
would anfwer me, 

and underhand what 

he 



he would fay unto 
me. 


6. " Will he plead 
againft me with his 
great power ? no ; 
but he would put 
jirength in me. 
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virtue* I am fully pofitive, JSect 
could invalidate, and on this "TP 

. , , . : job 

important head give entire ^ 
fatisfaCfion. Indeed I (hould 
hear quite different reafons 
afiigned for my diftrelfes, and 
clearly underftand, fo as per¬ 
fectly to acquiefce in the divine 
fupreme pleafure ; but fhould 
never appear to have been a 
wicked perfon. 

An abfolute and matchlefs 6 
power confefledly belongs tQ 
God ; but nothing arbitrary 
or capricious was ever mani- 
feft in the direction of this 
power *, neither would he o- 
verbear or confound me with 
this awful attribute : no! bur, 
as a God, he would infpire 
and ftrengthen, and, as a fa¬ 
ther. 


u Schnhens interprets this pailage — would it pleafe him 
to contend with me according to the multitude of his 
Urength or force ? verily let him do it. J do not decline 
the congrefs, inftead of dumtnodo, or 

tantummodo, fo long as, or if fo be, he does not invade, or 
attack me as an enemy , as he now does. See ch. xix. i i, 12. 
If the original would bear this fenfe, yet it does not appear 
fo natural aud agreeable to the context. There is no word 
in the Hebrew lor Jirength : and that which is tranllated put, 
fignifies to place, fit , or put <wiib defign and the exaflefl care ; 
to atfjujl, difplny, ferioujly to regard and fet the heart on, It is 
ufed of putting a name upon, and a fong in the mouth. 
And ch. xvii. 3, laying down, or putting in a pledge. 
Madge undenlands Job as faying, he doubts not that his 
power, inlltad of confounding him, would only add to 
him, would put weight in the fcalc on the fide of jultice, 
and give him more fpirit to urge it, 
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Sect. 35 .ther, encourage and fupport 

I i ITIC* 

Jo xxiu. p rom a Being of fo much 

juftice, clemency, and mercy, 
a virtuous good man has no¬ 
thing to fear : but every thing 
to hope for ot condefcenfion 
and loving-kindnefs, that is 
confident, or can reafonably 
be defired : the fentence of 
my own honed heart, I am in 
nadoubt, would be confirm¬ 
ed : fo all judgment be at an 
end, refpefting me : more 
particularly, to my great com¬ 
fort, I fhould never more be 
perplexed and injured by fuch 
partial and iniquitous judges, 
as at prefent mod unmerci- 
* fully perfecute me. 

8 There hath not yet been 
manifed a vifible divine in- 

terpofition, 


7* There the righ¬ 
teous might difpute 
with him ; * fo fhould 
I be delivered for¬ 
ever from my judge. 


8. y Behold I go 
forward, but he is 

not 


* Schultens renders, et enjaderem in purum putum a juJice 
meo. And Schmidt us underftends by judge, not the final un¬ 
erring one, but a prepofterous, finifter, unjuit judge, fuch 
as Job' s friends were. It has before been obferved, that 
the prxpofition fignifies by as well as from , and the meaning 
of the whole verfe feems to be, that in the prefence of the om- 
nifeient, juft, and good God, every upright fincere man 
would be able to clear himfelf, or prove has integrity ; and by 
this Judge he fhonld be forever exempted, or entirely freed, 
from all future calumnies and perfecutions. 

y The JewiJb commentators interpret, kedem, fireward to 
th cEaJl, achor, backward to the Wejl: by the left hand and by 
the right, they underfland the North and South. But, as Mer¬ 
cer obferves, Job , in both the verfes, feems to intend nothing 

more than that, let him turn himfelf which way he pleafed, 

whether 



not there: ,and back¬ 
ward, but i cannot 
perceive him : 


g. On the left hand 
where he doth work, 
but I cannot behold 
him : he z hidetli on 
the right hand, chat 
I cannot fee him . 
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terpretation, and open pub-SEcT.35. 
lick vindication of my cha- v 'r£ 
radter, as my friends may be g. 
apt to fugged there ^rould 
have been in behalf of an in¬ 
nocent fufferer, and as I could 
molt earnedly defire, and have 
impatiently, but in vain, ex¬ 
pected. 

Notwithftanding all my 9 
lotrking and wifhing, turning 
inyfelf every way, and, as ic 
were, feeling on all fides af¬ 
ter, to find my juft Judge 
exhibiting himfelf from one 
quarter or other, to favour 
me with an equal fair trial ; 
it is to no purpofe. Though 
I behold the wonderful oper¬ 
ations of his almighty power, 


whether forward or backward, whether to the right hand 
or the left, in no place lhould he find God to difpuie with 
him. 

* Chappelozv obferves, that yataph exprefles fome peculiar 
art and delicacy in hiding t or covering one's felf, as PfaL 
Ixxiii. 6, invo/vunt fe veftimento ini quitatu. Comp, fob xl. 10. 
Array thyfelf with glory and beauty. And, from the Arabic 
•verfion , fuppofes he hideth himjelf\ to be the fame with he 
turns or contrails himfelf—that I cannot fee him . By perceive, 
behold , and fee y he conjeftures, may be intended the feveral 
modes of perception. The firft of which may particularly 
regard the undemanding ; the fecondj beholding as it were 
in a vifion j the third, ocular fight. May not this be one 
argument, amongft many others, of the great antiquity of 
this book : extraordinary appearances being more frequent 
in the earlicll ages ; more rarely, if at all, voachfafed, af¬ 
ter the law was given by Mofes. 


VoL. I. 


z 


which 
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Sect. 35. which are confpicuous *, and 

^7^777* am certain, there are equally 
jo xxin. jj] u ^ r i ous c3ifp]ays of his wif- 

dom and immenfe omnipo¬ 
tence, which lie beyond the 
utmoft reach of my bounded 
view ; yet, hitherto, he hath 
not been pleafed, by any vi- 
fible appearance, to clear my 
reputation, and determine this 
controverted affair in my fa¬ 
vour. 

10 But though I am not thus 
fignally befriended 5 yet, un¬ 
der my greateft infelicities, 
and moft fevere reproaches, I 
comfort myfelf with this pleaf- 
ing refle&ion; that all the ac¬ 
tions and moft fecret difpofi- 
tions of my heart and life, 
with all circumftances that 
concern me, are within his 
certain and unerring view : 
and further, that whatever 
trial of affliftion and adverfity 

he hath done, or (hall appoint 

me. 


10. a But heknow- 
eth the way that I 
take : when he hath 
tried me, I fhall come 
forth as gold. 


a Literally rendered it is, nevcrthelefs, or furely he knvwetb 
the way with me: he hath tried me : 1 Jhall come forth as gold. 

Peters explains this, not improbably, of the hope Job en¬ 
tertained, abfolutely defpairing of temporal deliverance, of 
having his innocence cleared in the day of judgment, and 
cites ch. iii. 4, of the book of IVijdom, as a beautiful illuf- 
tration hereof. ‘Though they be punijbed in the fight of men, 
yet is there hope full of immortality : and having been a litth 
chajlifed t they Jhall be greatly rewarded : J'or God proved them, 
and found them worthy of himfelf Crit, DiJJ\ 4 to, p. 253. 



11. My foot hath 
held his fteps, his 
way have I kept, and 
not declined. 


12. b Neither have 
I gone back from the 
commandment of his 
lips, I have efteemed 
the words of his 
mouth, more than 
my neceflary food. 
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me, fhould it be to the de- Ssct, 35, 
gr“ that gold undergoes 

the furnace, it mall only en- l0t 
hance my real value, and 
prove the fincerity of my 
truth and virtue. 

In ihe whole courfe of my it 
behaviour, it has been my 

conftant folicitous endeavour 

to imitate the divine moral 
perfections, and uniformly ob¬ 
serve all his facred laws: never 
deliberately faultering in th6 
matter of religious virtue, nor 
habitually fwerving from what 
he hath plainly declared to be 
my duty. 

No injunction, that I was 12 
certain had the great God for 
its author, was ever forgotten, 
negleCted, or departed from 
by me. All truly divine doc¬ 
trines I have molt diligently 
ftudied, deeply imprefied on 
my mind, and, in all proper 
Z 2 ways, 


b R. Levi, and Chappelonv , render, as for the commandment 
of his lips, I have not tnade a digrefjion : according to nxibat is 
prejeribed me, I have kept the nvords of his mouth. Schultens 
underAands by .pn, trandated neceJJ'ary , from the Arabic , 
for all thofe things which of right were due to any one, 
whether of oAice, honour, portion, or birth-right. And 
interprets, I have aflerted the words of his mouth above 
any rights belonging to myfelf; and have laid them up in 
a trealury. His rights were always prior to and ancienter 
than mine. The delign of the words feems to be, to exprefs 
his high regard for, and habitual regular practice of piety 
and virtue. 
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Sect. 35.ways, manifefted my utmoft 

and regard tor them. 
\° xxi “’ But the unchangeable and 

almighty Being, who is the 
fupreme Governor, and mu ft 
be fubmitted to, does not fuf- 
fer my integrity or prayers 
to alter the fcheme of his dif- 
penfations ; whatever is his 
high pleaiure, and confident 
with his re&oral wifdom he 
inftandy performs : neither 
ought we, nor indeed can we 
inveltigate the grounds and 
reafons, before he vonchfafe 
to declare and explain them. 

,4 As to my own unhappy Rate, 
and my innocence being ex- 

pofed 


13.® But he is in 
one mind \ and who 
cap turn him ? and 
what his foul defir- 
erti, even that he 
doeth. 


14 . d For he per- 
formeth the thin? 

that 


c Michaelis and Schultens interpret this as an Arabifvu 
they might have faid, an Hebraijm or Cbaldai/m. Vid. Glajf. 
Philo* facr. p. 633, for the fame form of e.xpreflion is ufed 
Judg . xi. 3^, Pjal. liv. 6, cxviii 7, Prov in. 26, and he is 
in one mind, to fignify, he is one, the jubreme Arbiter and Lord 
of all things, omnipotent and independent, having ho equal, 
nor being liable to give reafons for his counicls, or an ac¬ 
count of his procedure. Ferhaps the fenfe may be, and 
his lchemes of univerfal government are laid with fuch uni¬ 
formity and accuracy, that they are not to be altered. And, 
as Cbappelow renders the I a ll claul'e, fo foe as lus foul de- 
fireth./o Jure will he do. Literally it is, and his joui dtfiretb, 

and he afletb, what he hath begun he willperfetl, 

d Schultens interprets this, from the Arabic, lie hath re- 
linquifhed, or given up my right. To illuftrate which, 
there is a pafl'age in Hcxmafa, ch. vii. 3, where, to exprefs 
the zeal of thofe advocates who plead ttrenuoufly in de* 
fence of their clients, it is obferved, la jojlimowna , &c. 
they do not give up their client till the very lhoe is taken 
from his foot. Michaelis underRands it as explicatory of 

the 
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that is appointed for 
me : and many fuch 
things are with him. 


♦ 


15. Therefore am 
I troubled at his pre¬ 
fence : when I con- 
fider I am afraid of 
him. 


pofed to infults and triumphs. Sect. 35. 
becaufe I am diftrefled, as 
l had greatly finned ; it is 
what he hath appointed or 
permitted : and it is what 
hath frequently happened, and 
will happen in thecourfe of his 
adminiftration, to other up¬ 
right and pious men, as well 
as myfelf, to the end of the 
world. 

It is becaufe I am an un- if 
happy example of thefe pro- 
mifcuous and undiftinguifhing 
calamities, and confequently 
of the fevereft cenfures, that 
I am under an abfolute necef- 
fity of fpeaking ; and yet he- 
fitate, fear, and tremble, left 
I fhould fpeak improperly of, 
dive too deep, or pry too cu- 
rioufly into the former, to 
dear myfelf of the latter. 

Z 3 It 


the preceding verfe. And to exprefs, that according to his 
fupreme pleasure, he would consummate or perfeft his de¬ 
crees or defigns refpeiting him. Scbmidius , that the term of 
his life was near expiring Does not Job , after declaring 
the integrity of his obedience, at the 13th verfe, enter 
upon an e.\population : and with fubmiflion to the divine 
plea Cure, intimate how hard his cafe was, that fuch a con¬ 
dition Ihould he allotted and continued to him, by one who 
with infinite cafe could give relief, as expofed him to cen¬ 
tres that fee me d never likely to be removed in this world: 
with the extreme difficulty and einbarrafiment he found in 
him felt' to fpeak freely upon fuch inftances, which had more 
than once happened in the divine adniinillration. 
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Sect. 35. It is hardly to be conceived, 

the difquietude, perplexity, 
Jo xxm. anc j unu [ ua j tendernefs, which 

feizes me, on the occafion 
of a mo ft wife and good 
God’s ordering, or even fuf- 
fering fuch a temporary ftate 
of affairs : and it is Here only 
that my courage gives way, 
and my mind is quite impo¬ 
tent. 

17 Becaufe, though I am a 
perfeft and upright man, yet 

I neither 


i6.ForGodmak’ 
eth my e heart foft» 
and the Almighty 
troubleth me. 


17. f Becaufe I 
was not cut ofF be¬ 
fore 


e To explain this, Schultens mentions an Arabic proverb, 
which he quotes from Jauhartui s lexicon, viz. Jhachmoho 
— abrokka> his fat foon dilfolves : applied to one who gives 
you fomething which is of no fervice ; or who does not 
afiift you in time of need. And that the meaning is, Job 
was given up, forfaken, or deferted in the utmoft neceflity 
and conllernation. 

{ Literally it is, becaufe I <ivas not cut off frotn the face of 
darknefiy and he hath covered from my face the thick darknefs t 
i . e. becaufe I did not die before I was afflicted ; nor can 
yet date the time of my pafTage into the grave and unfeen 
world. 

Mudge obferves on the latter part of this chapter, that 
after fome paufe underftood, before the 13th verfe, and 
God, not revealing himfelf to his earned willies, Job finks 
into a kind of delpair : it is plain, fays he, by his denying 
himfelf, that God i« bent upon giving me my full meafure 
of fuficring ; I am not the only inilance, there are many 
fuch cafes in the world that he can Ihew me : and this is 
enough to bewilder and diltradt a man, and fill him with 
terror ; and my heart, in fadl, is quite melted within me, 
and I am in a Hate of diftradtion to find myfelf exifting, 
and that the folid darknefs, in which God thinks fit to en¬ 
velope himfelf [I point it |"jrO —■ ] has riot lprung 

I A « - 



fore the darknefs, 
neither hath he co¬ 
vered the darknefs 
of my face. 
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xxm. 


l 7 


I neither finifhed a mortal life, Sect. 35, 
previous to this wretchednefs; 
nor, in the utmoft mifery, is ■*° 
it revealed to me, when my 
final change (hall come, and 
all matters that concern me 
appear in a juft point of view. 


CHAP. XXIV. SECT. XXXVI. 

Job makes enquiry , why future periods are not con¬ 
cluded to be appointed by the Almighty to reward 
and punijh \ ftnce it plainly is not done here in 
proportion , and with accuracy of weight and 
meafure. He inftanceth , in various particulars 
of the mojl grievous fufferings , and the mofi pro¬ 
voking inhumanity and wickednefs. Ver. 1—12. 

Job xxiv. 1. 

Would afk my friends, Sect. 36. 
who, in their reafoning, 

Z 4 treat J ob xxiv * 

1. 


s 


Joe xxiv. 1. 

feeing 


times are 
not 


out and wrapped me likewife up in annihilation, [as one 
conceives fire to burn, fo he conceives this darknefs as a 
principle of annihilation,] and he adds, this darknefs ronnd 
God gives an eafy tranfition to the next chapter. The 
reader is to judge for himfelf : this explication of darknefs 
fee ms itfelf very dark. 

t COnj'pfloiv propofes to read a vby ? without any depen- 
dance on what follows : thus, why ? i. e . why is it fo ? 
or, for what reafon are matters thus ordered ? Why ? times 
are not hidden from the Almighty , though they that know him 
do not Jit his days Schul/ens interprets, why are there no' 
certain and fixed times appointed by the Almighty for ex- 
erci ling judgment in-this world? Wherefore is it fcarce 
allowed to the true worlhippers of Deity to difeern any fuch 

notable 
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Sect. 36.treat this world as a retribu- 

i-*T^ 1 tion, inferring that profperity 
jo xxiv. f 0 ]j 0WS virtue, and miferies 

uniformly proceed from 
crimes ; whether it be not 
more agreeable to the real 


not hidden from the 
Almighty, do they 
that know him not 
fee his days. 


ftate of things, to fuppofe re¬ 
wards and punifhments ad¬ 
journed to a future life ? and 
where it appears in fabt at 
prefent, that the righteous in 
general are remarkably fa¬ 
voured, and proportionable 
judgments are inflicted on the 
ungodly. 

t It is very evident how wick- 
nefs prevails •, how little fe- 
cure allowed property is : 
and how frequently, for the 
fake of a fmall increafe of 
land, boundaries of rightful 
pofleflions, and ancient land¬ 
marks are removed : what 
violent depredations, without 
fo much as a pretence to right, 
powerful wicked men make 
on the herds and flocks of 
their peaceable innocent neigh¬ 
bours : and in what tranquil¬ 
lity 


2. Some remove the 
land-marks : they 
violently take away 
flocks, and feedthere¬ 
of- 


I 


notable days of divine vengeance ? Another author explains, 
and it fee ms to be the fenfe of the paflage, how, or why 
has not God referved to himfelf other times to punilh the 
ungodly in, /ince thofe who know him do not obferve that 
he does it in this life ; however, intimations of, or refer¬ 
ences to a future ftate, muft, I apprehend, be implied in 
every reafonabk interprctaiicn that can be given of it, 



3 • They drive a- 
way the afs of the 
fatherlefs: they take 
the widow’s ox for a 
pledge. 


4. h They turn the 
needy out of the 
way : the poor of 
the earth hide them* 
felves together. 
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lity and luxury they live uponSecT. 36. 
this booty and plunder. u r*T' r "7 J 

The more weak and harm- , 

* • 

lefs any one is, the more ob¬ 
noxious to their injuries and 
cruelties : the helplefs orphan, 
in contempt of all equity and 
humanity, they deprive of his 
bead of burden : and, with¬ 
out the lead fcruple or mercy, 
though her land lie unculti¬ 
vated, they detain the widow’s 
ox, as fecurity for fome trifling 
favour. 

And as to their pride and ^ 
arrogance, from an increafe of 
wealth and power, they are 
boundlefs, fo that they aflume 
an abfolute authority over, and 
proudly trample on the fub- 
ordinate and mod ufeful part 
of mankind : the poor in fpi- 
rit, or reduced in circum- 
ftances, are neceflitated to 
herd together as a different 
fpecies, and conceal them- 

felves 


" Th is paflage is differently interpreted, fome underfland 
it of the needy who were not fuffered to alk alms in the 
ftreets : Coiiurcu$> of the iniquity by which they obftrutted 
or lubvcrted the courfe of juftice refpedting the poor: others, 
of the fnares they laid to intercept them in the publick 
roads. And the V. Be/g. molt conformably to the feriea 
and connexion, of the pride, injury, and violence, which 
raged againll the lowly in condition, or meek of the earth, 
to fuch a degree that they were forced to hide in dens and 
in caves. 
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Sect. 36.felves to avoid their rigour, 

brutality and violence. 

Behold, as wild afles in the 
defart frequently become a 
prey to the fierce lion ; fo 
the poor of the earth are feized 
as plunder and made flaves 
of ; when with fear and 
trembling they early rife, and 
so forth to their honeil la- 
bour: they have no other fuf- 
tenance for themfelves, and 
their ftarving children, but 
what is the produce of defo¬ 
late and uninhabited waftes. 
6 With indefatigable pains, in 
the fultry feafon, they reap 

for 


5 * * Behold, as 
wild afles in the de- 
fert, go they forth 
to their work, rifing 
betimes for a prey : 
the wildernefs yield- 
etb food for them, 
and for tbeir chil¬ 
dren. 


6 . k They reap 
every one his corn in 

the 


i Scbultens interprets, the behaviour and cruelty of the 
rich to the poor, as here reprefented by the lion’s hunting 
the wild alTes in the defart: hence wild afles in the defart 
became a proverb to denote poor people expofed to be 
plundered and enflaved by the rich and potent. Comp. 
Ecclef. xiii. 19, as tbe wild afs is tbe lions prey in the wil¬ 
dernefs, fo tbe rich eat up tbe poor. R. Levi comments, be¬ 
hold thefe wicked men are like wild afles in the wildernefs, — 
evil beafls, and they place themfelves there for a prey : by 
opprelling tliofe poor who come thither, he (the wicked) 
procurcth bread for himfelf and children. But the fenfe 
rather feemB to be, that the poor who, in the foregoing 
verfe, had hid themfelves, when they rofe early to feek 
provifion for their families, were watched and feized to be 
enflaved ; and, as in the next verfe, to labour for the rich. 

k There are different fenfes given to this text, Scbultens 
underilands it as a proverbial expreflion, and the image to 
be taken from wild hearts, that rufh through all fences into 
a vineyard, and lay it warte : and the laft claufe to denote 
an extreme violence exercifed in opprefling and tormenting 
tbe poor. Cbappeloiv renders, they go from one field to 

another. 
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the field : and they for One or Other of thefe mer-SHCT.36. 
gather the vintage of cilefs fons of rapine, his har- V TT W ~7 -1 
the wicked. veft. fln( ] notw i t hftanding his ^ XXlVi 

impiety and inhumanity, Pro¬ 
vidence favours him with 


7. They caufe the 
1 naked to lodge 
without cloathing, 
that they have no 
covering in the cold. 


plentiful rich vintages, and 
they are the diftrefied inftru- 
ments to gather theiri. 

How commonly are they 7 
compelled to endure the in¬ 
clemencies of feafons : and 
unflieltered, uncovered, con¬ 
flict with llormy rigors, and 
the extremity of piercing 
cold. 


R. They are wet Defencelefs and almoft na- 8 
with the ihowers of ked, they are expofed to the 
the mountains, and tricrkling dews and pouring 

want of a ihelter. rains . dens of the earth, and 

the ragged cavities of huge 

mifhapen rocks, being their 
only refuge or harbour. 

There 


another, reaping, by plunder, their corn of different forts 
which they mix together, — and they make even the latter 
growth (as well as the firft) the vintage of iniquity. The 
Chaldee Paraphrafe , LXX, and author of the Vulgate , read, 
not helilo, his corn, but belt lo, not his, i. e. they reap that 
which is not their own. Comp. Matt. xxv. 24. To con¬ 
nect them with the context, it is moll natural to underftand 
the expreffions of the poor, who were feized and forced to 
perform for the wicked, his moll fervile and laborious offices 
of reaping li is corn and gathering his vintage. Then what 
follows comes in with the greateft propriety, 

1 Nuked, as Sebmidius obferves, commonly denotes a thin 
and /light, or fordid and ragged apparel : and the cloathing 
here alluded to, was that particular kind of garment or co¬ 
vering, in which the Arabians in ordinary flept ; and which 
defended them from the cold of night, or rigors of winter. 
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Sect* 36* There is nothing cruel or 

deteflible thefe exadors flick 
at : they force the innocent 
and tender infant and orphan 
from the care and embraces 
of its fond parent. And if 
ever they do the lead favour, 
or lend the fmallefl afliftance 
to the ncceflitous, thefe grip¬ 
ing ufuiers require a pledge 
and full fecurity until it is re¬ 
funded. 

10 If it be his only apparel 
they keep it, and abandon 
him to the ignominy and mi- 
fery of entire nakednefs : nei¬ 
ther do their hearts relent to 

¥ 

diveft the hungry and ftarv- 
ing of his fubliftance. 

They 


9. m They pluck 
the fatherlefs from 
the breaft, and take 
a pledge of the poor. 


10. They caufe 
him to go naked 
without cloathing, 
and they take away 
the fheaf from the 
hungry. 


* Mud^e proposes to throw this into a parenthefis, as giv¬ 
ing a reafon for the nakednefs of thofe poor miferables, as 
he ftiles them, viz. becaufe they have been forced in a way 
of pledge, to part with their clothing to their wicked op- 
preflorsj who will not fcruple to take even what covers the 
breaft that fuckles the orphan, infant, After which is 

continued the defcription of thofe opprefled creatures who 
muft go their errand naked, and ferve them in their harveft 
and vintage, without daring to eat or drink of them. It 
mud be confefled hard-hearted to tear from the mother's 
breaft what covered it, but much more cruel to rend away 
and expofe the fucking infant, in order to employ her in 
fome flavifli fervice. And as the images grow, this mod 
probably is the meaning. And as to the poor, what had 
they, or what could they lay in pawn even for a morfel of 
bread, but what was neceflary for them to keep ? 



11 . n Which make 
oil within their walls, 
and tread their wine- 
prefles, and fuffer 
third. 
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They fuffer them to want S£ cT. 36. 
common fuftenance, by whofe \TTXw 
tantalizing labours in the ma- ,,, 
nufafture of their oil and wine, 
they are peculiarly profited. 


SECT. XXXVII. 

Job continues to fet forth the wretched ft ate of mortals 
on this habitable earth ; and numberlefs fcenes of 
moft barbarous wickednefs that were unpuntfhed y 
praflifed in it . Injuries , murders , robberies were 
committed ; but no vifible redrefs before death , 
which feemed only to difpatch them for jujlice and 
retribution to an important hereafter . Ver. 12, 
to the end. 

Job xxiv. 12. 

E N groan 
from out of 

the 




J O B. XXIV. 1 . 2 , 

F the tranfition be made Sect. 37. 
from rural fcenes, to com- n r* ^ 

bined J° b x * iv ’ 


12 


n Scbultcns interprets this paflage of labouring among 
•walls, orderly ranks, or regular difpofitions of olives and 
vines, in the open Iky, and under the fultry beams of a me¬ 
ridian fun : where their Ikin, mull be parched and their 
third violent : and yet they were not allowed to anoint the 
one, nor allay the other. An allufion to the manner in 
which they anciently manufactured their oil and wine. 

Schultens renders mortuos , dead men t which it 
may not improperly fignify : but moft commonly is ufed for 
men in mean low conditions. The fame author refers the 
laft exprcftion to the moft bittei complaints wherewith the 
tyrannically oppreflcd wearied heaven ; and renders 

pone re in nihil , by DWn. ^tcere pro 

nxhiloy ejf.cere ut nihil Jiiit : chat is, connive at, or pay no 
fecming prclent regard to them. It need not be confined 
in a paraphrale to thefe complaints and lamentations, for 

what 
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Sect. 37,bined bodies and larger fo- 

J“r Av ‘“ 7 " J ciecies of mankind in towns 
Jo^ jcxiv, an( j c i t j es> j n w h at better Hate 

are human affairs ? or in what 


the city; and the foul 
of the wounded cri- 
eth out : yet God 
layeth not folly to 
them* 


more populous places does not 
innocent blood cry aloud for 
vengeance ? and the Ihrieks 
of the wounded, or groans of 
the expiring, dun your ears ? 
and yet the thunder fleeps, 
the forked lightning flies not; 
neither do the laws of men, 
nor judgments of God, in¬ 
flict due punifliments. 

13 They habitually a 6 t in di¬ 
rect oppofition to the cleared 
light of their own reafon and 
confcience: they feem entirely 
ignorant of the plain honed 
ways of piety and virtue: they 
never continue to obferve any 
fettled regular courfe, or per- 
fid in rational and manly 

The 



I 3. p They are of 
thofe that rebel a- 
gainfl the light, they 
know not the ways 
thereof, nor abide in 
the paths thereof.^ 


what is neglefting or not attending to them, but not con- 
trouling or punifhing thofe who gave occafion for them ? 

p Schultem interprets this of not being converfant with 
the light of days, not appearing in publick as honell men ; 
but hiding themfelves in night and darknefs, with bats, 
and birds which fhun the light, i. e, they did not afpire 
after honourable ftations and actions in the commonwealth ; 
they were averfe to the royal ways of virtue, piety, and 
religion : neither would they cultivate the leaf! commerce 
with them. 
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14. * The mur¬ 
derer rifing with the 
light, killeth the 
poor and needy, and 
in the night is as a 
thief. 


The cruel and blood-thirfty Sect. 37, 
murderer is timely and eager 
to execute his deliberate exe¬ 
crable purpofe, and facrifice 
the delencelefs and nepefli- 
tous : and when the darknefs 



1 £. r The eye alfo 
of the adulterer wait- 
eth for the twilight, 
faying, no eye fhall 
fee me : £nd he dif- 
guifeth his face. 


16. In the dark 
they dig through 
houfes, which 8 they 

had 


of night comes on, he per- 
fonates, if not afts, the fecret 
thief or clandeftine robber. 

The expedting eye of the 15 
vile adulterer wifhes and longs 
for the lhade and twilight, to 
gratify his unreftrained carnal 
pafllons, and infamoufly defile 
the marriage bed : faying, 
darknefs prevents dilcovery ; 
he moreover veils his face that 
it may be impoflible to dif- 
tinguifh his perfon. 

Again, houfes are no cer- 16 
tain fecurity from injury and 
violence : in the day-time 

robbers. 


4 The above author, and the learned Mercer before him, 
underltand this of the ancient ficarii, rather, perhaps, Ara+ 
hie banditti, who at mid-day involved themfelves in dark¬ 
nefs, and out of thickets, woods, and obfeure retreats, 
fuddenly rufhed upon, robbed, and murdered unwary tra¬ 
vellers. 

r Ab. Ezra and Mudge apply thefe characters as rather 
belonging to the thief or houfe-breaker than the adulterer : 
but the word feems only ufed to fignify adultery , or idolatry, 
Ailed fpiritual fornication or adultery : and moreover, this 
appears to be the natural order of crimes : and dilhonourjng 
the marriage bed properly reckoned next in turpitude and 
malignity to downright murder. 

s Schultens and Chappeltnv , with the LXX, Schindler , and 
Ab, Ezra, inltead of referring this to the houfes marked, 

read 
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•Sect. 37, robbers, unobfervcd, mark 

Jobxxiv^ one or ot her of them to un- 
j6 , * dermine, or force and plun¬ 

der j and in the night per¬ 
form their defperate enter- 
prizes. As unfavourable to 
their defigns and aftions they 
induftriolifly fhun the light. 

>7 The appearing dawn to 
fuch criminals has the greateft 


danger in it, and difperfes 
them with the utmoft pre¬ 
cipitation : death is not ac¬ 
companied with more gloomy 
horrors, than the fight of any 
man living who knows and 
may detect them. 

There is fomething uncon- 
ftant and perpetually fhifting, 

* • f — - 


as 


had marked for 
themfelves in the 
day-time: theyknow 
not the light. 


17. 1 For the morn¬ 
ing is to them as the 
lhadow of death : if 
one know them, they 
are in the terrors of 
the ihadow of death. 


iS. u He is fwift 
as the waters, their 

portion 


1 • * - 

read, iv without any dependence on what goes before, de 
die femet Jigill ant, vel occludunt ; they feal up, they keep them¬ 
felves clofe hi the day-time, fo as not to be feen : they feal up 
the day that they may not be feen in it. Literally it is, in 
the dark he diggeth through houjes : or, interpreting ha tar as 
an imperfonal; in the dark there is a digging, Sec. In the day - 
time they had marked, or fealed, f or themfelves , they 

know not the light. The fenfe is not greatly affected by the 
former interpretation, but the latter feems preferable : and 
the fentiment about fecreting themfelves is exprefled very 
ftrongly. in the following verfe. 

* Cbappelovu interprets, ci jachdav, cum fimul , and reads, 
*wben they ajfemble . together, the morning , &C. 

u Chappelonu propofes to reach inltead of kal ha, he is 
fwift, a verb in the Arabic form — viles funt , they 

are lightly efteemed. And by derec ceramin , inftead of the 
way of the vineyards, to conftrue from the fame Arabic, the 
Way of virtue, honour, nobility, generoiity, oV. Madge 

interprets. 
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2 $3 


pbrtion is curfed in 

the earth : he be. 
holdeth not the way 
of the vineyards. 


as well as vile arid wicked, 1 Sec+. 37. 

in the temper and difpofitiohs 
cc , r 1 * JobXXlV* 

of fucn a one : there appears x 8. 
a kind of curfe upon, fo 
that he does not truly enjoy, 
buf pervert whatever he pof- 
felfe *. and his life is com¬ 
monly fhort, as it is igno¬ 
minious, fo that he furvives 
not many harvefls and tran- 
fient feafons. 


19. 1 Drought and 
heat confume the 
fnow waters : fo doth 
the grave thofe which 
have fmned. 


As an excefs of drought, 
and violent hot weather melt 
and confume the fnow waters, 
fo* do his inordinate purfuit 9 


interprets, lie fliould be uprooted from the earth, and fwim 
down the torrent of time, as a wee!l torn away is carried 
down a flrcam of water : theiT*patrimony, which they fo 
much abufed to the oppreflion of the poor, <ver. 6, &c. 
fliould be curfed, and every thing reverted to him : his 
vineyards, inftead of a rich foliage, dry and barren : the 
hot weather, which, for others, matures the grains and 
juices, to him be made an inundation of melted fnow, or 
violent rains like it, to fvveep off all his harveft : his fin, 
inflead of bringing him pleafure or profit, an immediate 
means of his flipping [KDn has that idea in it] down into 
the region of death, which fliould ftand ready yawning to 
receive him. Some underfland the paifage of flying his 
country and turning pirate : which fecnis too modern an 
interpretation. 

* The learned Schultens feems to underfland this allego¬ 
rically of lewdnefs and debauchery ; and thus applies the 
various phrafes. Vid. p. 688. I leave it as a conjecture whe¬ 
ther the fnow waters, here mentioned, were not fuch as, 
the foregoing winter, they had depofited in vaults under 
ground to ufe in fummer ; as fnow feldom falls to any de¬ 
gree during the latter feafon ; and a cuflom of this fprt has 
prevailed in caftern parts ? 

Vol. I. A a 


and 
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Sect. 37. and irregular paflions fre- 
VT v T" > quently dig for him an un- 
■J? XXIV * timely grave : and difpatch 

him to that invifible ftate 
where they are to be account¬ 
ed for. 

20 So far from being the con¬ 
cern and care of his tender 
parent to lament and grieve 
for him, (he fhall wifh that 
Ihe had never bore or known 
him : he fhall be greedily de¬ 
voured by infe£ls : no memo¬ 
rial of him fhall be preferved : 
and as a tree or branch which 
is fplit, or broken off from 
the roots, or a fhip that is 
fuddenly wrecked, fo he pe- 
rifhes. 

21 Where he could not have 
the leaft pretence for infult 

and 


20. The womb 
fhall forget him, the 
worm fhall feed 
fweetly on him, he 
fhall be no more re¬ 
membered, & wick- 
ednefs fhall be brok¬ 
en as a tree. 


21. He evil in- 
treateth the barren 

that 


y S. Jarchi explains this paflage from a cuftom it was to 
take two wives ; one le-tajhmif ad offcium lefli ; who was 
to drink the cup of barrennefs, /. e. a potion to hinder lo¬ 
tted, from hearing: decking her with the choiccft orna¬ 
ments, and feeding her with the moft delicious banquets. 
The other was kept le-banim, for children : who was clothed 
in widows garments, and made a mean and fordid appear¬ 
ance. Then the fenfe would be — he pampers the barren 
woman that beareth not : /. e. he intends by this means 
fhe fhall not bear : and doth not good to the v/idow : i. e. 
he is churlifh to the other, who mourns like a widow, and 
ferves for no ufe but to increafe his family. This is rather 
talmudical than reafonable and folid. nVT hgnifying to 
feed as well as vex, — Some have interpreted the words of 
abandoning himfelf to criminal converfe with harlots, and 
keeping of miflrefles ; calling his wife widow, and treating 

her 
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that beareth not: Sc 
doeth not good to 
the widow. 


own aF- S£CT *3/* 

his pity ; even in the un¬ 
happy cafe of fterility, he tri¬ 
umphs over the reproach and 
aggravates the misfortune 5 
and (hews no kindnefs or com- 


a j°y fu ; W, 

moved 2t. 


and ill ufage, and her 
fliftion for not being 
mother fhould have 


paflion to the defolate widow, 

22. T He draweth By meer dint of power and 221 

l 1 - 0 Wl * wealth, he forms the ftrongeft 

ms power : he rif- ’. , ,,, & 

eth up and no man connections and alliances to 
is fure of life. fupport and defend himfelf : 

he rifes to pods of authority 
and feats of judgment, and the 
life, neither of rich nor poor, 
is fecure if he can take it away 
with impunity. 

23. a T bough it be And there appears to be an 23 

given him to be in impunity, and a peculiar in- 

fafety, A a 2 dulgence 


her as if he was not her hufbnnd. This ferlfe is more fuit- 
able to modern times : from the beginning and in ancient 
ones it was not fo infamoufly common : and the meaning 
to be only, that he was fo wicked to infult her who was 
defirous of, but whom nature had denied the principal blef- 
fing of the marriage bed, and to opprefs the helplefa 
widow. 

* Th is interpretation feems agreeable to the literal ren¬ 
dering of the original. Ah* Ezra underftands, he draweth, 
i. e . he layeth wait for the thong aitd mighty, lie knows 
when he rites from his bed, that he is fure to die. And 
Cbappelo'iv exprelles it, though his power reacheth even to 
the mighty, yet he is always upon his guard ; for he places 
no confidence in men of wealth and fortunes. 

• Literally it is, det y vel imputet Jibi in fidudam : he may 
give , impute , or make fafety to himfelf ; and he may rely* 
fupport , or lean on us a prop or Jhield: but his eyes upon their 
ways. 
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Sect. 37.diligence and fecurity granted Safety, whereon he 

him, whereupon he depends refteth: yet his eyes 

} ° b xxm and repofes himfelf: fuch per- ^ thcu ways ' 

fons feem full of felf-confi- 
dence and efpecially favour¬ 
ed : neverthelefs, their courfes 
are narrowly obferved, and 
the omnifcient Being is per¬ 
fectly acquainted with their 
true character and all their 


proceedings. 

2 4 Their exaltation indeed is 
of no long continuance, (this 
whole mortal life is but fliort) 
before the fcene changes, their 
glory vanifhes, and they are 
cOmpleatly humbled : in com¬ 
mon with the reft of mankind 


24. They are ex- 
alted for a little 
while, but are gone 
& brought low : they 
are taken out of the 
way as all other , and 
cut off as the tops of 
the ears of corn. 


they are removed out of the 
world by death ; as a kind of 
richer harveft, in the height 
of their glory are cut down, 
droop, and die. 

25 If this be"not the real pro- 
mifeuous ftate of affairs in 
this probationary world; that 
the pious and upright are fre¬ 
quently opprefled and injur¬ 
ed j the wicked and ungodly 
through their whole lives un- 
punifhed and even profpered \ 
lb as plainly to lead all con- 
iiderate per fons to a future 
world for retribution*, let what 
I have advanced be difproved ; 
and all this difeourfe fhewed 


25. And if it be 
not fo now, who will 
make me a liar, and 
make my fpeech no¬ 
thing worth. 


to be nothing to the purpofe. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXV. SECT. XXXVIII, 

■ 

Bildad, in order Jlill to prove that Job was 
wicked and punijhed , and induce him to acknow¬ 
ledge this y reprefents the infinite attributes and 
relit tude of the divine nature and difpenfations ; 
and the comparative imperfection of all men : 
therefore infinuatesy that to own himfelf ungodly 
would be only to confefs that he was an human 
being . Ver. i, to the end. 


Job xxv, i, 2. 


T hen b an- 

fwered Bildad 
the Shuhitc and faid, 
dominion and fear 
are with him, he 

inaketh 


Job xxv. i, 2. 

T O the foregoing doc- SfiCT 

trine, concerning a per- 7^ 
miflive Providence with re- 2 
fpedt to the miferies of the 
A a 3 righteous. 


b Piters obfervcs, that this is Bildad 1 s laft weak effort: 
they all found themfclves quite baffled in their purpofe, 
which was to make Job confefs himfelf guilty of fome enor¬ 
mous crimes, which they rafhly fuppofed to have drawn 
down this heavy judgment upon him ; initead of ingenu- 
oufly owning themfeJvcs in the wrong, which (if one may 
gucis from the ufual iffue of difputcs) is one of the hardeft 
things in the world ; this grave antagonill fatisfies himfelf 
with an evafivc anfwer to this purpofe, viz, that no man, 
ftridlv fpeaking, can be jullified before God ; man being 
at bell a frail and fallible creature, and God a being of in- 
fin ire purity and perfection ; which is an argument that con¬ 
cerned Job no more than themfelves, but mud involve them 
nil, without dillindion, in the fame clafs of fmners. Crit, 

4 to. p. 42b. 

Cocceius interprets this fpcech as feverely fatirical, and as 
intimating that men, defirotis of difputing with God, (hould 
not be admitted into the placid calm abodes of heaven. 
Is not the ancient tradition of the angelic revolt here al¬ 
luded to ? 
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38. righteous, and the profperity 
of the wicked ; and its plain 
reference to a future judg¬ 
ment, Bildad anfwers : — ab- 
folute and univerial domi¬ 
nion, with a confummate and 
moft' tremendous perfection, 
neceflarily appertain to a 
boundlefs Being, an indepen¬ 
dent and immutable Deity : 
he prefides in, and with in¬ 
finite eafe regulates the worlds 
above, fo as to preferve in 
them tfie exadteft order, tran¬ 


quillity, and entire harmony. 

3 Is there any way of reck¬ 
oning his multiplied and a- 
mazingly diverfified charge ? 
Is it poffible to number or 
mufter his immenfe forces ? 
And which of his various and 
univerfal productions do not 
hjs all-feeing eyes behold, and 

his 


maketh peace in his 
high places. 


3. c Is there any 
number of his ar¬ 
mies ? and upon 
whom doth not his 
light arife ? 


e Mudge fcems to differ widely from Peters as to this 
fpeecli : nothing, fays he, can be faid Wronger than this 
ifhort fpeech of Bildad , to take down the preemption of a 
man who would infill upon his righteoufnefs before the tri¬ 
bunal of God. He is furrounded, he fays, with majefty 
and terror, when he is exercihng retribution upon his lofty 
tribunal, fitting on his tribunal of juilice : terror, for who 
can number the powers that lland ready to execute his fen- 
tcnce r and fovereignly awful he is by a light, which, by its 
fuperior Juftre, muft eclipfe every one that Hands before it: 
fee the moon and ftars how they are eclipfed before the 
light of his which the fun difpenfes : and would man, fuch 
rpttennefs as he is, maintain his purity before the all-pene¬ 
trating light of God in perfon ? 



4. How then can 
man bejuftified with 
God ? or how can 
he be clean that is 
bom of a woman ? 


5. Behold even to 
xhe moon, and it d 
fhineth not : yea, 
the ftars are not pure 
in his fight. 


« 


6. e How much 
lefs man that is a 
worm : and the fon 
of man which is ;i 
worm ? 
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his all-quickning beams Ihine Sect. 38. 

upon ? T 7 ^ J 

In what refpedt then is it £ xxv ’ 
to be fuppofed, that frail and 
mortal man ftiould be able to 
affert his own piety and righ- 
teoufnefs ? Or what ground 
of claim can he have to in¬ 
nocence and holinefs, who is 
only the offspring of an un- 
ftable weak woman ? 

Life up your eyes to yon 5 
illuftrious moon, it is fhade 
in comparifon with his glo¬ 
rious per fon and auguft 
throne : and the glittering 
ftars are dim and obfeure, 
nay dark and hidden when he 
beholds them. 

How then fhall fo defec- 6 
tive, frail, and defpicable a 
being as man is, appear to 
vindicate himfelf before his 
auguft tribunal ? or the off- 
fpring of this earth-born crea¬ 
ture dare to think of {landing 
in his prefence ? 


d Inftead of deriving the original word from to 

jhine , praife, or boajl, Schindler propofes to take it as it 
itands, for a tabernacle or moveable tent ; and to render, be* 
hold even to the moon, and it cannot expand or dwell: that is, 
it will rot be :/t its tent which is the firmament. The paf- 
fage fee ms more uniform and beautiful to take it as tranf* 
kited, and Ihiuing of the moon to lead the purity and 
brightnefs of the ftars. 

c To avoid a tautology Chappelow propofes, from the 
Arabic, to render, rimmah , corruption or putrefia fli on , and to/e 
yah, a worm, 

A a 4 CHAP. 
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C H £ XXVI. SECT. XXXIX. 

P 

From the foregoing evajive and general difcourfe of 
Bildad, Job takes occaflon , as was truly given 
him , to triumph. He treats him as having given 
Up the argument \ and , on the fubjett of the di¬ 
vines attributes , which Bildad had briefly hinted 
at , Jhews his own much more adequate and ex ten- 
five knowledge. Ver- i, to the end. 


J o p xxvi. i, 2. 

Sect. 39. ZD I L D A D having con- 

eluded his fhort and fpU 
Job xxvi. r i tec j defeription. Job remarks 

to the following purpofe. 
Pray, in what refpedt does 
your poqnpous reasoning on 
the divine inexpreffible great* 
nefs, afford affiftance to a juft 
man in the lowed degree of 

' r o 

indigence and weaknefs ? or 

O 

how is your parade on man’s 
imperfe&ion and unworrhi- 
nefs, likely to fupport one in¬ 
nocently finking, under the 
weight of afllj&ipn and ad- 


What 



Job xxvi. i f z. 

B U T Job an- 
fwered & faid. 


* how haft thou help¬ 
ed him that is with¬ 
out power ? how fav* 
eft thou the arm that 
hath no flrength ? 


1 Ckappehnu propofes to render, with the Tar gum, why 
doji thou help without penver ? why doji thou gave with a weak 
arm ? '1 his rendering is literal, neither is the fenfe greatly 
altetpd if we follow, as feems moft fuitable to Job's 
CTOftaRCSS, our own tranilation. 
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3. b How haft thou 

COunfelled hbtn that 

ta/£nqwifdom ? and 
how haft thou plen¬ 
tifully declared the 
thing as it is ? 


4. h To whom haft 
thou uttered words ? 
and whofe fpirit came 
from thee* 



What arguments or fenti-SgcT. 39 
merits have you offered to 
convince or inftrudt him, 
whom you fuppofed grofsly 
miftaken, and wholly defti- 
tute of folid juft principles ? 
and whence does it appear, 
as you propofed, that you 
have better ftated the cafe, or 
given a clearer fuller view of 
the matter in debate, with its 
grounds and reafons. 

To whom, that it was at 4 
all fuitable, or could be in the 
leaft degree beneficial, have 
you directed this fpeech ? and 
whofe fpirit and do&rine was 
it, not your own, nor yet, 
perhaps, 4 divine one, that 

broke 


s The above author, conformable likewife to the Targum, 
renders this verfe, why doji thou give counfel without wifdom ? 
and why doji thou di[cover prudence for the fake of contention ? 
In order to fupport this verlion he fuppofes the original to 
be la-rib , ad litem, vel contentionem y not la-rob 7 ad multitude 
ne?n y plentifully . It was true that they had talked in this 
manner ; but the ufual interpretation feems full as agreeable, 
to the defign of this introduction to a very copious enlarger 
ment : befides, fob had fenfibly felt his friends various 
ftrokes of rancorous contention ; but does not appear to 
have had any very high idea of their prudence. 

h Chappelow renders this, with whom kajl thou uttered 
words y and dees tny breath come from thee ? fuppoftng the 
tranferiber by miftakc wrote nijhmalb mi l for nijhmathi, as 
at the third verfe of the next chapter. Job faith nijkmathi f 
my breath is in me. As Bildad plainly repeats part of 
E/iphaz s oracle, may it not be more probable that Job al« 
ludes to this ? and intimates that he had repeated it to very 
little purpofe. 
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Sect. 39. broke from you fo abruptly 

and impertinently ? 

If you was defirous to il- 
luftrate the adoreable great- 
nefs of the fupreme boundlefs 
Deity, you might have done 
this much more agreeably to 
the fubjedt, by fhewing how 
it extends beyond this vifible 
world j and how the ancient 
repbaim , giants, or rebels a- 
gainft God, fhall be brought 
forth again, from under the 
waters with which they were 
overwhelmed at the flood ? 
and their neighbours, thofc 
wicked fouls that have been 
fince gathered to their af- 
fembly. 

6 It is moreover his prero¬ 
gative, to behold and dil'pofe 

of 


5. 1 Dead things 
are formed from un¬ 
der the waters, and 
the inhabitants there¬ 
of. 


6. k Hell is naked 
before him, and de- 

ftruftion 


i Some have interpreted this of beautiful Jbells , pearls, me* 
tab and minerals : others, as Pineda , by giants underftand 
whales , and by their neighbours , a little ffh , called by Pliny 
mufculus. As Petcrsy from whom part of the paraphrafe is 
taken, has obferved, the Chaldee Paraphrafe , LXX y and La¬ 
tin Vulgate , all tranflate repbaim, giants : and cholel properly 
denotes the pains and throws of child-birth. See Pet. Crit . 
Dijf. 4 to. p. 359. 

He adds, (p. 369.) thefe giants in ftrength and ftature, 
as well as impiety that were overwhelmed by the flood, 
were not then called rephaim , but nephilim and gibhorim ; 
perhaps the name was not given them till after their 
death. 

k Mercer underftands by the center and low parts 

of the earth : and he Clcre , Subterraneous places, and there¬ 
fore the grave. Others 1 interpret it of the deepeil places of 

the 



(Iruftion hath no co¬ 
vering. 


7. He ftrctchcth 
out the 1 north over 
the empty place, and 
hangeth the earth 
upon nothing. 
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of men as he thinks fitting Sect. 39. 
in JheoU or the region of dp- 'TT 
parted fouls ; and nothing can ^ 
hinder in the place of tor¬ 
ments, where the impenitent 
and undone are punifhed. 

His power muft be infi- 7 
nice who formed the northern, 
pole, and (tars which revolve 
with it, as it were to over¬ 
look and furvey the earth ; 
or ilretched our hemifphere, 
even the whole Iky, over the 
vaft void : and, without any 
vifible fupports or ligaments, 

fufpended 


the earth, and efpecially of the hell of the damned : and 
in the fame manner of the double deltruftion ; 

one of the body to be confirmed, the other of the foul. 
Then they underftand the fifth verfe of the general refur- 
rettion. And thus dominion and fear •were *with God, in a 
more folemn dreadful fenfe than Bildad feems to have re- 
prefented. The meaning feems to be, that the almighty 
power extends to, his eye beholds, and his wifdom directs 
in the invifible ftate, and even in the place of torments. 

1 Sebuliens dcriveth this word from Signifying to 

look out as from a watch-tower j which agreeth very well 
with the elevation of the northern pole, and the ftars which 
revolve about it, as it were overlooking and furveying the 
earth. And fo the north may denote as exprefled in the 
paraphrafe. Chappelow fuppofes north, not to point out any 
diftind climate, — but every part of the world. And by 
tohu, as Gen. i. 2, underltands vanity and emptinefs. Thus 
it may be argued, that Mofes was acquainted with this book, 
and that his account is the ancient one of the creation. So 
the Latin poet. 

Ponderibus librata fuis- 

Ternc pike fimilis, nullo fulcimine nixus, 

Nec circumfufo pendebat in acre tellus. 

O'X'/V, 

* 
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Jobxxvi. 

8 . 


Sect. 39.fufpended this mafs of earth 

in the yielding air. 

The fame Omnipotence is 
moreover wonderful in wrap¬ 
ping the waters as it were in 
a garment, or binding them 
together with cords, in his 
thick clouds: neither does the 
cloud burft afunder with their 
greateft plenty or immenfe 
weight. 

9 Our profpefts are narrow¬ 
ed, and he placeth beyond the 
utmoft extent of fenfe, hiding 
with intercepting clouds the 
too dazzling view of his own 
fublime manfion, or that glo* 
rious abode where he vouch- 
ftfes ineffable manifeftations 
of his peculiar prefence and 
perfection. 

As 


8. m He bindeth 

up the waters in his 
thick clouds, and the 
cloud is not rent un- 
det him. 


9. n He holdeth 
back the face of his 
throne, and fpread- 
eth his cloud upon it. 


m It is very obfervable how elegant and beautiful, as 
well as philosophical and rational, this account is of the 
generation and dire£tion of clouds : how the water is ex¬ 
haled, how condenfed and rarified, ftrained, purified and 
diltilled with inimitable art, and in all fitting proportion to 
anfwer the moll beneficial purpofcs. 

n R. Lewi comments here, he retaineth and condenfeth 
the air which is upon the face of the firmament of heaven, 
which is called the throne , Ijai. lxvi. 1, PjaL ciii. 19. And 
Chappe/onv, in fie ad of fprcadetb parjhetc^ propofes to read, 
mapre/h tenem expandens. Some underiland this of the fun 
which is placed at a proper diftance, and our atmofphere 
betwixt us and it. Are not the images fublimer, if we 
underhand by throne what is mentioned both in facred 
and profane authors, of a certain peculiar place wherein 
the omniprefent Being gives extraordinary difplays of his 
aftoni filing, perfections ? 



io . 0 He hath com¬ 
pared the waters 
with bounds, until 
the day and night 
come to an end. 
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As of all other pafts ofSECT. 3#: 
this fyftem, he hath cittum* v - 
(bribed within fuch limits, and 
deter tninled by fuch laws, both 
the unruly element in the up^ 
per regions, and that upon 
this terraqueous globe, as fhall 
remain ftedfaft and unaltered 


11. p The pillars 

of heaven tremble, 
and are aftonifticd at 
his rebuke. 


till the final period of time, 
and grand diffolution of alf 
things. 

And howeafy is it for him u. 
who formed the azure Iky at 
firft, to deftroy the whole 
goodly fabrick ? For if he be 
difpleafed and only chide, 
what tremors and convulfions 
do its molt (table parts fuffer ? 
and the lofty roof of heaven, 
when his tempefts rage, his 
lightnings blaze, and thunders 
roll, lhake ; and appear in the 
utmoft agitation, horror and 

confufion, 


0 .Tjhis has been interpreted of the tides increafing and 
decreafing according to the date of moon. Scbultens un- 
derftands it of that immeoie complex or circle of the 
univerfe, Ailed, cb. xxii. 14, the circuit of heaven, or the 
mundane fyltem, the laws whereof are fo eftablifhed that* 
they ihall not be diflolved before the final confummation of 

all things. 

p Some underftand by pillars , &c. the four elements. 
Others, the higheft hills. And Mercer, more reafonably 
interprets it as 4 metaphor taken from edifices and temples, 
which are commonly fupported by pillars, to denote that 
heaven lee ms in commotion, the air fhocked, and nature 
in the molt terrible throws and agitations. 
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S£CT.39.confufion, at the ecchos of his 

alarming voice. 

Jo XXVI. The un j tec j f orce G f f ucce f. 

five waves in a boiling fea, 
his omnipotence eafily and in- 
flantly feparates : and let them 
be ever fo impetuous and 
boifterous, calling on fhore 
fea monfters, fky, earth and 
ocean, intermingling, the leaft 
exertion of his matchlefs abi~ 
lities obftrufts and afluages 
them. 

13 All the fplendour and glory 
of the flarry heavens was form¬ 
ed, 


12. q He divideth 
the Tea with his 
power, and by his 
underftanding he 
fmiteth through the 
proud. 


13. f By his fpirit 
he hath garnilhed the 

heavens ; 


m 

1 As Peters and feveral other critics hare obferved, this 
is rather a description of a tempeft than the deftruciion of 
Pharoah , &c. the word tranflated divide not being the lame 
with that ufed Exod. xiv. but fignifying a violent breaking 
and tolling of the waves, as in a ftorm, — and proud may 
allude to the fwelling waves. From the ufe of the phrafe 
elfewhere, fome ancienter piece of hiftory than that of 
Pharoah is probably alluded $0. Crit. Diff. 4 to. p. 31. 

Some render, he ruffleth the fea, and he fraootheth it — 
others underftand by proud , fea monfters, whales, oV. which 
in violent ftorms are call on the Ihore. 1 /ai . li. 9. 

r There are various fenfes put upon this paflage : fome 
underftand it allegorically of the grand reftoration or re¬ 
novation, when all things ihall become new : the heavens 
Ihine in the utmoft fplendour, and latan, the old ferpent, 
be bound in adamantine chains. Others, of wars in hea¬ 
ven and the fall of the angels ; when thofe exalted ftations 
were cleared of apoftates, and the head of this accurfed 
band triumphed over. As the two foregoing verfes, one of 
them represented the air in commotion, the other, the lea 
iji agitation : perhaps this may only fliew how the former 
is cleared by the winds, the other deafned and made reft 
by bringing on a calm. Then the crooked ferpent, the 

leviathan or crocodile mull be put for the watry element it 

dwells 
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heavens; his hand ed, and is readily reftored by Sect 
hath formed the hj s fpirit, providence, or pow- "" 

crooked ferpcnt. crful winds which difper 4 the J°b 

clouds: and he lays to fleep the 
raging billows of the foaming 


feas, with the mod dreadful 
monfters which inhabit them. 

14. B Lo, thefe are What I haveobferved is only 14 
parts of his ways, a (Tiort fketch, or a few out- 
but how little a p°r- ]j nes 0 f the various wonderful 

tion is heard of him ? . c , r 

but the thunder of operations of the immenfe 
his power who can power of the fupreme intelli- 
underfland ? gence : we hear but whifpers 

and fmall hints, compared to 
the regular feries of his moll 
eloquent and mighty a£ts : as 
his rolling thunder and its 


burftins; cracks fill us with 


filent awe, it would not per¬ 
haps force the higheft admi¬ 
ration, but being too big for 
our finite capacities, fwallow 
up all our thoughts, fhould he 
diicover his heavenly Majefty, 
or reveal the amazing fteps of 
his univerfal providence. 


dwells in. Schmidius interprets, by his fpirit or hand he 
hath adorned heaven, not only as a molt elegant habitation, 
but full of glory and joy for his angels and the blefled : 
aiul on the contrary, hath infli&ed the pain and mifery of 
eternal torments on the devil and his angels. 

3 This conclulion hardly can be interpreted, and its fub- 
limity not apparent. Some interpret, all that we can learn 
or know of God is but like the lowed: whifper in compa- 
rifon of the louded cracks of ecchoing thunder. Mudge 
renders — what a feries of noble a&s is the account that 
we have heard of him, but the height of his majedy who 
can puzzle himfelf to underdand ? 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXVII. SECT. XL. 


Job, in exprtfflons that are fententious and truly 
nervous , prolejieth his. fencer ity : and, though 
the afflictions Providence had fuffered to befall 
him , occajioned his friends to form very unjuft 
judgments of him ; yet, that he would never de¬ 
part from his integrity , nor jujlify their pro¬ 
ceedings. This leads him to defiant upon the vile 
character, and certain wretched fate of an hypo¬ 
crite . Ver. i, to the end. 


Job xxvii. i, 2. 

Sect. 40. &20 B 9 s three friends not in- 

_ _ (erruptinp; him with any 

lob XXVII. r 1 » 1 r 1 

j 2 ' further ammadverhons, he 
9 continues 


Job xxvii. 1, 2. 

M Oreover Job 
continued his 
parable, and faid, 
1 as God liveth who 

hath 


1 The original is a Ilrong afleveration, and extremely beau¬ 
tiful : literally it is — God liveth t he hath taken away my judg¬ 
ment ; and the Almighty he hath embittered my life : neverthelefs, 
all the while animal life in me, and the fpirit of God in my nof- 
trils : if my lips Jhall fpeah voickednefs, or if nr) tongue Jhall utter 
deceit . As to Job' s afleveration it is an Hebre<iv proverb, he 
fweareth not by the life of the king, who doth not love and revere 
him . Schmidius interprets, God liveth, who doth not any more 
treat me with that benign and beneficent judgment that he 
ufed to do, when he beftowed all good things on me. Le 
CUrcy who iuffefs me not to be judged equally with him, that 
I may prove niy innocence. From what follows Job feems 
referring to the judgment of his friends, occafioned by his 
adverfity. Schultem interprets, that with hands lifted up to 
heaven, he moft folemnly binds or confirms it, that he had 
fpoken nothing in the way\Df craftinefs or fubtlety : but that 
earneft defirc he had exprefled of maintaining his integrity, 
proceeded from the pureft confcience, and the mod religious 

veneration towards God; and from the fame fprings he 

ibould 
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hath taken away my continues the difcourfe in theSEfcT. 40/ 
judgment, and the following moft rational andpp' - --* 

. - A, f ? « u ^ 

the eternal and immortal God 
hath life in himfelf and never 



3, and 4. All the 
while my breath is in 
me, and the fpirit of 
God is in my nof- 
rils; mylipslhallnot 
fpeak wicked nefs, 
nor my tongue utter 
deceit. 


can die, who, by his afflidtive 
providences, hath given occa- 
fion to my ill-judging friends, 
at lead they have thence taken 
it, to tarnilh tTiy charadter, 
and torture my very heart 
with their moft virulent re- 1 
proaches ; 

So fure, while I am favour- 3 > 4? 
ed with life, fenfe, and un- 
derftanding to diftinguifh be¬ 
twixt what is true and falfej 
right and wrong ; all my ex- 
preflions, on every account, 
lhall be under the influence of 
the laws of religious virtue : 
when I fay I am an upright 
man, it fhall be what I am 
confcious is true ; and when 
I declare I am not ungodly, 
though greatly afflidted, it lhall 


fhould alfo further difcourfe. Then the third verfe he 
makes a parenthefis, and renders different from our tranf- 
la: ion — etenim pr<ejiantijjima mens animi ; fpiritufque Dei in 
jiafo tneo. For the underjianding of my mind is moji prefent , &c. 
that is, I am compos mentis : my afflictions have not broken 
my fpirics, or diftraCted my mind, but it is yet in its full 
vigour. Tins does not greatly alter, nor perhaps at all 
improve the fenfe, if the words would bear it, therefore 
need not be in lifted on. 



Vql. I. 
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Sect. 40.be whac my inmoft thoughts, 

teftify. 

Jo xxvil Though I am quite cad 

down and miferable as it is 
poflible almoft to be in this 
life, yet God forbid that I 
fhould judify your cenfures of 
me, by owning that I have 
played the hypocrite or been 
fecretly wicked : till the hour 
of death no man (hall ever 
attempt to dived me of what 
is dearer to me than life, even 
my fincerity of virtue, but I 



will defend it. 

No, whatever fhall befall 
me, I know its fupreme worth, 
and am refolved, at all events, 
that 1 will dill maintain, and 
dill hold fad my integrity, 
never in the lead deviating 
from its dictates: no, my heart 
and confcience fhall not re¬ 
proach and condemn me, that 
through the whole courle. 


5. God forbid that 

I fhould juftify you : 
u till I die, 1 will not 
remove my integrity 
from me. 


6. My rightcouf* 
nefs 1 hold fait, and 
will not let it go : 
my heart lliall not 
reproach me fo long 
as I live. 


“ Some refer this to Job's future practice, and inviolable 
refolution; concerning it. — That he would (boner part with 
his life than his innocence ; that he would, whatever mi- 
ferjes were allotted him, carry it to the grave, and appear 
in it before God after he had given up the giiolt. t\ f:;j, 
from whom fome part of the paraphrafe of this pafiuge is 
taken, obferves, that in this and the following veriVs is 
fhewn very plainly,■ that, in Job's opinion, the great dif¬ 
ference betwixt the righteous and the wicked, as to happi- 
nefs or mifery, confuted in their future expectations. CV7. 

DiJ, 4/2?. />. 357. 



7. Let mine enemy 
he as the wicked, & 
he that rifeth up s* 
gainft me, as the un¬ 
righteous. 



8. * For what is 
the hope of the hy¬ 
pocrite, though he 
hath gained, when 
God takethawayhis 
foul. 
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From beginning to the end oFSec*. 40.' 
my days, any part hath been v ——j 

wicked aftd hypocritical. Job xxviit 
If I wifh ill to any one, 7* 
and count him mine enemy, 

I am far from envying his 
external profperity, which has 
nothing to do with his future 
expeftations; — let him, as I 
have fhewed many wicked 
men adtually do, flourifh and 
profper as much as his heart 
can with here. 

His enjoying the greateft 8 
power, wealth and affluence, 
can never afford him, remain¬ 
ing an hypocrite, any ground 
for agreeable profpedts after 
this life : what can he think 
will become of him when 
death hath done its office ? 
or what comfort can fuch art 
B b 2 one 


* As Peters hath remarked, there is a meiofs here, and 
by the hypocrite’s having no hope , may very reafonably be 
underftood, his being filled with the moll threading ap- 
prehenfions and dreadful expectations. This evidently ap¬ 
pears to have been Job's meaning, from the following part 
of the chapter, will God bear , &c. ver, 9. £ f$c. but parti¬ 
cularly from the 20 th , where he deferibes, in a very lively 
manner, the terror and diitra&ion of a wicked man upon a 
death-bed. Terrors take hold on him, Sec. that is, he dies, as 
mod wicked men do, in the utmoft tumult and confufion. 

Crit. Dij/'. 4to. p . 257. 

Gained: the original fignifies to wound, to cut, to breaks 
0'' tear off to h covetous, and wrcfl others property by dilhoneffc 
violent practices : likewife to cut or break off, as a workman 
when he has conipleated his intended work j to perform, etc- 
cotnplijh, finijh . Comp, Matt. XVI, 26, 
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Sect. 40. one entertain in his retrofpeft 
»_—v-won the paft, efpecially in his 
Job xxvii, profpeft of futurity ? 

9 * His expeditions cannot but 

be moft dreadful ; for in his 
greateft extremity, when all 
other refuge fails, will the Al- 
m *ghty, whom he has offend¬ 
ed and mocked, lend a gra- 
cious*ear to his moft eameft 
fupplications ? It cannot be 
fuppofed. 

10 Can he himfelf repofe a 
iirm and unfhaken confidence, 
or take a ready and entire fa- 
tisfadtion in the Almighty, 
whom he never ferved or 
chofe for his portion ? Will 
he find him at all times the 
fame propitious and gracious 
God, whatever have been his 
adtions and deportment ? 

I will 


9. Will God hear 
his cry when trouble 
cometh upon him ? 


10. Will he y de- 

light himfelf in the 
Almighty ? Will he 
always call upon 
God f 


v Scbultens interprets this as very emphatick, and denoting 
a kind of tranfport and exulting joy, borrowed from lovers 
poil'ciring what they hoped for, and often elegantly applied 
to the refined fpiritual pleafures of the righteous and faith¬ 
ful refpeCting the Almighty. PfaL xxxvii. 4, I/ai. lviii. 15. 
Mucige underftajids, from <ier. 8, to the end, as a ftrong 
irony ; for want of undemanding which, he adds, Job has 
been made to fay things diametrically oppofite to his own 
fentiments. He pronounces <ver . 11, with an air of fo- 
femnity, as if he meant to Ihew how God had anfwered 
the expectations he had from him in his dealings with the 
wicked and himfelf, but, contrary to all appearance, he 
turns at once to his friends : you fee before you, in my 
cafe, the real condud of God, and why then would you 
pretend to talk, as you have done, fo contrary to all 
truth l 



1 1. z 1 will teach 
you by the hand of 
God : that which is 
with the Almighty 
will I not conceal. 


Book of Job. 

I will freely Inform you, Sect. 
upon this head of the divine 
dealings with hypocrites, and*,,, 
with wicked men in general ; 
neither will I be at all upon 
the referve as to inftru&ing 
you, what mult neceflarily be 
the unalterable defigns of a 
moft righteous God, in due 
time to be made manifeft. 


touching all people of this 
wretched charafter. 


12. a Behold, all 
ye yourfelves have 
feen it, why then are 
ye thus altogether 
vain 


Only I muft premile, as 12 
what is confefled, and indeed 
obvious matter of your own 
conftant obfervation and ex- 
B b 3 perience. 


x The learned Bocbart paraphrafes, I do not do as hypo¬ 
crites ufe to do, but declare to you what is the ftate of my 
mind with refpedl to the Almighty, under the moll grievous 
calamity : this is too limited an interpretation, and does not 
fo well conned, with the tenour and fcope of the whole 
pafl'age. The fenfe is rather, I will explain the rules of 
Providence with refpefl to hypocrites ; which my friends, 
greatly miftaking, have both offended the Almighty, and 
injured one of his faithful fervants. Or, as Scbultens , I will 
place in a juft light a dodrine which you have badly ex¬ 
plained, and worfe applied. Some render, by the divine 
afliftance and conduft, — but the meaning feems to be, as 
De Dieu obferves, de mami Dei 9 i. e. manum Dei ; ea qua: 
agit, <vel rationem qua manus /jus folet agere, what he does, 
and the ratio of his procedure. With the Almighty > feems 
to refer to his future views and defigns. 

a Juntas and Tremelliits render, you all fee, *viz, how I 
behave mylelf under this calamity, far ctherwife than hy¬ 
pocrites ufe to do. The defign feems to be to guard what 
he was further obferving ; to intimate that it did not con- 
trajfcdf any ofliis former difeourfes ; and was no more than 
what they would long fince have allowed, if they had not 
been blinded and prejudiced, 
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Sect. 4© t pericnce, that fome wicked 
^r v ^ J rnen live in affluence, and 
i2, xxvil ’even die in feeming peace and 

tranquillity ; and on the other 
hand, fome juft ones fpend 
their days in much mifery. 
Both thefe fads are fo evi¬ 


dent, that I cannot but won¬ 
der you Ihould contradid or 
make the leaft queftion of 
either. 


Now it is the fupreme plea* 
fure of almighty God, and 
agreeable to the natural ten¬ 
dency and courfe of things, 
that impious, unjuft, and ty¬ 
rannical men, fhould not al¬ 
ways go unpunifhed. From 
his perfections, and the laws 
of his providence, they have 
the jufteft reafon to expect the 
difmal portion due to, and 
moft miferable effeds pro¬ 
ceeding from their violence 
and opprefflon. And what 
follows, or fomething equally, 
if not more diftrefsful, fhall 
infallibly be the ifiue. 

He who hath provoked the 
higheft refentment of an infi¬ 
nite Being, and of all man¬ 
kind, by repeated grofs in¬ 
dignities and injuries, cannot 
be furprized if vengeance ftop 
pot at himfelf, but purfue his 
offspring ; and his wretched 

defendants 


13. This is the 
portion of a wicked 
man with God, and 
the heritage of op- 
preffors, which they 
fhall receive of the 
Almighty. 


14. If his children 
be multiplied, it is 
for the fvvord : and 
his offspring Hull not 
be fatisfied with 
bread. 



i$. b Thofe that 
remain of him (hall 
be buried in death : 
and his widows fhall 
not weep. 


16. c Though he 
heap up filver as the 

duft. 
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defendants fall by the fword,SECT. 40. 
or perifli of hunger. —rr 1 

So it fhall happen even to\°^ xxvu ‘ 
his lateft pofterity : that if 3 
they be buried at all, it fhall 
be as in fome publick cala¬ 
mity, in the moft private ob- 
fcure manner : neither fhall 
their widows be able, be al¬ 
lowed, or inclined to pay them 
the decent rites and ufual to¬ 
kens of funeral mourning and 
lamentation. 4 

Though his infatiable ava- 16 * 
rice amafs fuch quantities of 
B b 4 filver 


b Cbappelow underftands, his children (hall not long fur- 
vivc their father, but fhall foon follow him to the grave by 
fome fuddcn firoke, as Phineas 's wife did her hufband. And 
as the old veiTion interprets Pfal. lxxviii, 64, there were no 
widows to make lamentation. R. Dav, Kimcht s comment 
on this place is, they [the widows] being feized of a fud- 
den with grief of heart, expired, in the fame manner that 
Phineas' s wife died. Scbultem interprets, and it feems moft 
natural, a difhonourable death, and an abjeft burial, pu- 
trifying above ground, or hidden in fome obfcure corner, 
without any regard, in oppofition to the pride of death and 
pomp of rich funerals and monuments, with lamentation 
and mourning. To this purpofe the celebrated tragedian 
Pfchylus , in F.umcnid. ver. 540, in fine, I charge you, re¬ 
vere the altar of juftice ; neither looking at the gain, and, 
kicking with an impious foot, infult it ; for the penalty 
will be prefent, and the end remain fixed : that is, if you 
do othcnvifc than what is juft and right, judgment will 
commence, and your fate is unavoidable. The ancients, 
and indeed moll ages, have exprefled an extraordinary con¬ 
cern about their obfequies and rites of fepnlture. 

c It appears from various paflages, how early a vice 
avarice or heaping up filver was ; and likewife the vanity 

of 
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6$ct. ^o.filver as there is common 
‘-r— t? duff, and his exceffive vanity 
Jp. X * V11 * provide fuch abundance of 

changes of fumptuous appa¬ 
rel as there is every v/here 
clay. 

17 He may prepare and defign 
them tor his own particular 
ijfe and ornament, but a more 
worthy and righteous perfon 
fhall have all the benefit : 
qnd his riches defcend to be 
enjoyed by thofe who better 
underftand their purpofes, and 
from whom pofiibly he had 
extorted them. 

18 As the moth which cor- 
rodes and deftroys the timber 
or garment it refides in, or as 
3. booth or temporary lodge, 

which 


the 

duft, and prepare 
raiment as the clay ; 


17. He may pre¬ 
pare it, but the juft 
fhall put it on, and 
the innocent fhall di¬ 
vide the filver. 


18. He buildeth 
his houfe asa d moth, 
and as a booth that 
the keeper maketh, 


of apparel and luxury in clothing. See Gen . xlv. 22, Virg, 
JEn . ix. 26. Bochart takes notice, that the latter was laid 
up in their treafuries. Hieroz. par . ii. p. 617. 

d Thefe are two beautiful fimiles to exprefs the tranfitory 
precarious enjoyment a wicked man may reafonably expert 
of whatever he poflefles. The moth’s houfe and its uncer¬ 
tain tenure, Bochart , chiefly from Sol. Jar chi, elegantly il- 
lullrates : tinese domus eft foramen, quod in vefte aut panno 
confecit. Quse domus eft parum firma, cum alteratur in¬ 
dies ilia ipfa tinere tabe, qua primo conftrufta fuerat : do¬ 
nee pannus ipfe, in quo domus eft, in nihilum abeat. Rede 
jgitur Jobus de impio, cujus labores funt vani et irriti. 
Mieroz. p. 2. 1 . 4. c. 2$. 

And as a booth , &c. The Targum renders, keeper of the 
fruits. — SqL Jarchi — of the fig tree and vine, made of 
flight materials : and when the fruits are gathered, taken 
down or negletfed, fo as to fall of itfelf, lfai % i. 8, Zion is, 
compared to fuch a building. 



19- The rich man 
fhall c lie down, bat 
he fhall not he ga¬ 
thered : he openeth 
his eyes, and he is 

not. 


20. f Terrors take 
hold on him as wa¬ 
ters, a temped Iteal- 
eth him away in the 
night. 
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which a keeper ereds to ferveSECT. 

his purpofe for the prefent fea- 
fon, then abandons —fo fruit-,g % ‘ 
lefs and fubverfive of them- 
felves are his fchemes, and fo 
tranfient and ihort-lived what¬ 
ever he poflefies. 

The wicked rich man (hall *9 
die, but fhall not be gathered 
to the affembly of good and 
pious fouls : he openeth his 
eyes in the other world, and 
finds himfelf quite loft and mi- 
ferable. 

Many a wretched creature 2 o 
has departed this life in the 
utmoft tumult and confufion, 
but what images can deferibe 
his future milery and agony : 
as a violent ftorm in the night, 
when there is no feeing any 
way to fhun the deftrudion. 


c Lie down, as Peters obferves, from whom the paraphrafe 
qF this verfe is taken, [jijkeab'] fignifies only to die, or lie 
down in death. Gathered , preferved as ripe fruit, and laid 
up, or conduced to the aflembly of the good and pious 
fouls departed. Or, as Chappelow remarks, from Gen, xv. 
i q, he (hall not enjoy that happinefs in a future ftate, which 
Fume of his anccflors are now in pofleflion of. In hell he 
lifts up or opens his eyes. 

* Perron, the higheji degree of terror, as the Syriac and 
Arabic interpret baiah t As waters, fuddenly , in a moment , 
for iuch is the courfe of rivers. Ab, Ezra, or, as R. Levi, 
— one terror after another without intermifjion , as the waters 
mix together in a flood. Thefe faem to be fome of the 
ftrongcll images in ute by the ancient orientals, to denote 
that inconceivable mifery and deftru&ion hypocrites and 
ungodly tyrants endure in that world which eye hath not feen . 
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Sect. 4o.fo unavoidable and remedilefs 

is his fate. 

Jo xxvii. The pernicious effefts of a 

blafting eaft-wind upon the 
early bloom, and even ripened 
fruit and molt plentiful in- 
creafe : or the inftant mor¬ 
tality and fpreading defolation 
of peftilential fcorching winds, 
or violent hurricanes upon 
man and beaft ; are proper, 
but feint emblems of the ter¬ 



2i. The B eaft- 
wind carr|eth him 
away, and he de- 
parteth : and as a 
ftorm hurleth him 
out of his place. 


rible judgments which fe ize 
and torment him. 

C2 His probation being ended, 

never to be renewed, he feels 

the 


22. h ForCWfhall 
call upon him, and 

not 


% Schindler obferves on the eafb-wind, that, commonly 
producing bad effects, it may be a metaphor for any curfe 
or misfortune. Gen. xli. 2 7, the feven empty ears blaited 
with kadinty the eafl-wind. And Exod, x. 13, ruach bc.k - 
kadim t the eaft-wind brought the locufts. Likewife Ifai. 
xxvii. 8, as a florin hurleth. See. Schultens interprets fayar, 
to flrike with a poifonoUs beaty — and understands by it, that 
infectious burning wind which the Arabs call famous t that 
not only kills him in a moment on whom it blows, but in 
a moft dreadful manner difcolours, turns black, and putre¬ 
fies bodies : for which reafon they reckon it the worlt kind 
of deflruttion. See Thevenof s travels and particular def- 
cription of it. 

h Further ftriking images are prefented of the wicked 
man and hypocrite’s future torments ; and it may be worth 
confidering, whether they are not all of fuch a fort as na. 
turally arife out of and are moft exactly fuited to his for¬ 
mer crimes. In this verfe he feems reprefented by a de. 
feated flying enemy amidft fhowers of darts: and his flight, 
as Schultens expreffes it, eternal . [literally, flying be flies] 
with ignominy, deftruftion, and conflernation. Querent 
mortem net invenient, pialediOto cumulattjjima, et perditio flue 
flue perditura , 



not (pare : he would 
fain flee out of his 
hand. 


23. 1 Men (hall clap 
their hands at him, 
and (hall hifs him out 
of his place. 
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the intolerable weight of eter-SECT. 40 
nal punifhments, and how 
glad foercr he would 6e of £ xxvu> . 
the lead abatement or miti¬ 
gation, may defpair of ever 
finding it : his wretched day 
is come that he can neither 
avoid nor fupporc under. 

What fhall be inflidled will 23 
appear deferved, richly due to 
his enormous wickednefs, and 
inftead of meeting with any 
lenity or mercy, he fhall be 
forever excluded from all hea¬ 
venly happinefs; and his mofi: 
lamentable doleful complaints 
only be aggravated with con¬ 
tempt, infult and triumph. 


1 Chappelonv refers this to a ftorm, and quotes, in favour 
of his interpretation, FJal, xcviii. 8, and Ifau Iv. 12. It is 
rather expreflive, perhaps, of that laft great day when de- 
cilivc fentences fhall be mod folemnly confirmed, and the 
angels and fpirits of juft men approve the hypocrite’s final 
doom, fill then he has been kept the prifoner ofjuftice, and 
often wifhed he could fly from his chains, he is now brought 
forth and expofed to everlafting infamy. 

Mudge feems to have greatly miftaken the fenfe of this 
connected and fublime paffage ; upon the whole, fays he. 
Job has been (arcaftically laying together many circum- 
llances that had befallen himfelf as the portion of the 
wicked man : his children had been deftroyed, thofe who 
remained had hardly bread to eat: he had been rich, but 
it was all gone at once : God had lain at him and fpared 
not, for one melfenger came upon the heels of another; 
his pretended friends were then clapping and hifling at his 
misfortunes ! fee here the portion of the wicked man! 


c H A P. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. SECT. XLI. 

Job gives fpecimens of man's contrivance and fur - 
prizing indujlry . He enquires after wifdom , and 

declares the peculiar invaluable excellence thereof. 
He Jhews what it truly is, and how both within 
human reach , and comprized in a few words , or 
contained in a very narrow compafs . Ver. i, to 
the end. 


Job xxviii. i. 

Sect.4i.TT 7E do not at prefent 

-» YY behold fuch tremen- 

Jobxxviii. ^ ous events as that above def- 

l ' cribed j neither can it be with¬ 
out fome labour of the mind 
that they are conceived of; 
and is it at all wonderful, that 
there are difficulties in com¬ 


prehending moral affairs, fince 
thofe natural objefts and hid¬ 
den metals, which have been 
the bane and ruin of thou- 
fands, are notcompafied with¬ 
out fkill and pains ? There is 

doubtlefs, 


Job xxviii. j. 

S URE there is a 
vein for the k fil- 
ver, and a place for 
gold njuhere they fine 
it. 


k Silver is chiefly in mines under ground : gold is alio 
found in the fand and mud of rivers and torrents, particu¬ 
larly in Guinea. Glaubers fays, there is a fort of gold fcarce 
found any where but in the drains of the mountains of 
Chili, which they feperatefrom the earth by walliing : hence 
the places where it is found or feparated are called lavaderos . 
Inllead of vein fome render the word lanjacrum , and un- 
deritand tho paflage of the manner of extracting the metal 

from the ore. 



z. Iron is taken 
out of the earth, and 
1 brafs is molten out 
of the Hone. 


5. m He fetteth an 
end to darknefs, and 

fearcheth 
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doubtlefs, which by arduous Sect. 41. 
labour has been often digged 'rT v *T^ 
to. a filver vein, rich with |° bxxviu ‘ 

precious ore, within the bowels 

of the earth ; and a certain 
place likewife, where the en- 
terprizing and indefatigable 
refine gold from earth and all 
impure mixtures. 

Of a more compaft and * 
hard nature and quality, and 
more general ufe, is iron or 
fteel, which originally is ex¬ 
tracted from earthy fubllances: 
and brafs and copper, which 
is found in quarries, and pu¬ 
rified to ferve various pur- 
pofes. 

And though the great Cre- 3 
ator hath fet a boundary be¬ 
twixt 


1 Copper is well known to be the original metal, and,- 
fufed with lapis calamtnaris , receives the hardnefs and yel¬ 
low nefs of brafs. It is found in glebes, or Hones of va¬ 
rious forms and colours, which are firft beaten fmall and 
wafhed, to feparate them from the earthy parts wherewith 
they are mixed ; after wafliing it is fmelted, and the melted 
matter run into a kind of molds, to form large blocks, by 
fome called falmons, by others cakes of copper.—- To ren¬ 
der it more pore and beautiful they melt it again once or 
twice. Vid. PUn. 1 . xxxiii. xxxiv. 

m The Hebrew, as Peters obferves, is, ketz fam le-chojhec 
u-h-col tacklitb — that is, be both fet an end [or an end is 
fet] to darknefs , and an extremity to All , or to the univerfe, fo 

be that formed all , that is, the univerfe, Prov. 

xxvi. 10, ■>»<* r\vv> the Maker of the univerfe, Ifai . 

xliv. 24. — It follows, hu choker eben opbel <zte tzalma'vetb. 
— Hu, with nn emphafis, be [meaning man, that audacious 

creature] 
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Sect. 41. twixt light and darknefs, di- 

viding the two hemifpheres 
Jo XXVJ U’f rom each other as by a line 

or circle ; yet the induftry or 
avarice ,of man is without 
bounds. He fearcheth into 


fearcheth out all per* 
feftion : the ftones 
of darknefs and the 
lhadow of death. 


the land of darknefs, and, 
as it were, digs into the other 
world for the hidden treafure 


of gold and precious Hones. 

As another inftance, and 
further proof of the daring 

fpirit 


4. u The flood 
breaketh out from 

the 


creature] fearcheth out the ft one of darknefs , and of the fljach-j; 
of death ,— he digs into another world, as it were, for 
gold and precious (tones, Mudge renders for tin and lead, 
tacklithy as well as ketz , fignifies the end, the border, or 
extremity of any thing. And the extremity of darknefs, 
and the extremity of all, or the umvcrfe, he apprehends to 
mean the fame horizontal circle which divides the light and 
darknefs from each other. For what is above the horizon 
is in eftett the univerfe to us, — at leaft it was fo to the 


ancients, who confidered all below it, as to them, a region 
of perpetual darknefs. It was this upper vifible hemifphere 
they called the world, 1 Sam. ii. 8, Job xviii. i 8, xxvi 10. 
He adds, the thought is very noble and fublimc. It is as 
if we fhould fay, in the language of Horace, requicquasn 
Deus abfeidit , &c, He further ingenioufly and very juflly 
remarks, that as the author of the book of job was, per¬ 
haps, the moll concife writer that ever appeared in the 
world, 2nd his language tfye moll concife ; he juil gives 
you a glimpfe of things, and leaves the red to be fupplied 
by the imagination of the reader. Ilis thoughts are like 
the gold and jewels he fpeaks of, precious in themfelves : 
but we mull fometimes labour hard, and go deep for them, 
n As the above judicious and learned author obferves, the 
words may be literally tranflated thus, — paratz nachal 


meyim ger ■— the food interrupts , or feparates from, <uifh 
the ft ranger, [or me-yam ger y from the ilranger people, a 
popuk hofpite j as jy'y > a burhetro, Pjal. xiv. 1 • 

The 



the inhabitants: even 
the waters forgotten 
of the foot: they are 
dried up, they are 
gone away from 
men. 
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fpirit and ingenuity of man- Sect. 41. 
kind: it appears how 
crofs the broad rivers and|° xxvm * 
arms of the fea for com¬ 
merce ; 


The Hebrew will bear either rendering ; for it is the point¬ 
ing only makes the difference.] It follows, bau-niflcacbim 
minus regely dallu me-enojh na]}u, forgotten of the foot, they 
appear lefs than men, they are tofled. The ftrong and 
lively images here fet before us, he remarks, would be ad¬ 
mired, if we were to fee fuch a paflage in Pindar ; and that 
there are but two places in the book of Job where there is 
any allufion to navigation, and both fhew it in its infancy. 
One is ch . ix. 26, where Job compares the courfe of human 
life, and the rapidity with which it pafles, to the /wifi 
flips y flips of dejire y or flips of cane, or the papyrus ; that is, 
fuch light veflels as they ufed in pafling the river Nile , and 
other great rivers and arms of the fea. Lucan mentions 
thefe veffels, lib. 4. 

— Sic cum tenet omnia Nilus, 

Conferitur bibula Mempbitis cymba papyro* 

This, no doubt, was the firft eflay made by mankind to¬ 
wards navigation ; and perhaps the fartheft that their Jkill 
had readied in Job's time. The other paflage is this beau¬ 
tiful one before us, where the fea is not fo much as men¬ 
tioned, but bn)> naebaly a torrent or flood — fome arm of 
the fea, perhaps, a few leagues over, &c. One would 
think that Job had the boat and mariners in his eye, when 
he deferibes them fo poetically in thefe remarkable parti¬ 
culars. — That they ar z forgotten of the fooi y that is, their 
feet forget them, and are no longer ferviceable to them, in 
this very different way of travelling. — That they leffen to 
the fight , dallu me-enofl y extenuantur per homine, .— they look 
like crows inftead of men, as they go oft* farther and far¬ 
ther from the fhores. —.And laftly, nayu agitantur, are tof- 
Jed up and down upon the billows . The word feems to de¬ 
note an involuntary and irregular motion ; as in PfaL evii. 
27, and in Jotbams .apologue or fable, Judg . ix. where 
the Hebrew word tranflated promoted \ fignifies moved to and 
fro , or tofled upon the trees, — a lively image of the hazards . 

and 
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Sect. 41 .merce; where there is no path 
rt'for the foot of man, where 
Jo xxvlu *jf 1C y lefTen to the fight, and 

are tolled upon the waves. 

As to this earth which we 
inhabit, by due cultivation 
and hufbandry, it produces 
on its furface the important 
blelling of bread—corn : and 
ftill deeper are turned up and 
laid open the ftrataj or beds 
of various minerals, fulphur, 
naphtha, bitumen, and other 
combuftibles. 

6 Its mountainous rocky parts 
how are they lined, and fre¬ 


quently productive of the la¬ 
tent treafure of jewels and va¬ 
luable ftones : loofe ore and 
gold dull is like wife found in 
it to employ the artift’s fkill 
and talents. 

Notwithftanding their fur- 
prizing inftinfts and lagacity 
in other refpedts; yet this pro¬ 
perty of difcovering nature’s 
fecret repofitories is utterly 
unknown, and never has been 
attempted by birds of prey •, 
not even by the quick-fighted 
hawk, or greedy vulture. 

Young 


5. As for the earth 
Out of it cometh 
bread : and under it 
is turned up as it 
were fire. 


6. The ftones of 
it are the place of 

fapphires, and it hath 
dull of gold. 


7. There is a path 
which no fowl know- 
cth, and which the 
vulture's eye hath 
not fcen. 


and the cares of government ? Pet, Crit. DiJ\ 4 to. p. 442-5. 
Schultem interprets the paflage, of people digging under 
ground, and becoming, as it were, manes or lhades, and 
quotes Plin. /. xxxiii. 4, Senec, nat, ijV. <v. 15. 
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8.Tha lions whelps 
have not trodden it, 
nor the fierce lion 
pafled by it. 


Young lions, however fa-SficT.41; 
vage and ravenous, have never^T 
gone in fearch of thefe deepg° 
recedes : nor the ,fierceft and 


xxviii* 


mod: majeftick lion thirfted 
for what was contained in 


9. He putteth forth 
his hand apon the 
rock ; he overturn - 
eth the mountains by 
the roots. 


lo.Hecutteth out 
rivers among the 
rocks, and his eye 
feeth every precious 
thing. 


11.'He bindcththe 
floods from 0 over¬ 
flowing, 


them as prey. 

Subftances which are feettl- 9 
ingly obdurate, and as the 
flinty done impenetrable, 
man by arts or unwearied 
pains can make impreflions 
on ; and feparate their mod: 
folid parts and clofed union : 
notwithdanding the drength 
and firmnefs of very large and 
mountainous bodies, he has 
found means to fliake their 
foundation, or force them from 
their bafis. 

He overcomes unnumbered 10 

extreme difficulties in provid¬ 
ing fountains of water in the 
dry places where they are 
wanted, cut out of the hard 
rock ; and he difcovers and 
makes advantage of whatever 
he finds concealed that is 
fcarce and valuable. 

He raifeth banks, and con- ti 
fineth the rapid dreams within 

their 


0 Literally, from weeping, in a beautiful poetical manner 
by tears, which rife in the eye and flow down the cheeks, 
Vol. I. C c to 
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Sect. 41.their proper channels, to'pre- 
, ^ r T v “ ? ^‘vent the mifchiefs of their 

jo xxvmi. over fl ow . an ^ w j iac was re _ 

mote from human fight, 
hidden in fubterraneous ca¬ 
verns, he produces to render 
fome way ierviceable or or¬ 
namental. 

In all thefe refpe&s man af- 
fails and furmounts the great- 
eft difficulties * but there is 
another affair of inexpreffibly 
more importance, where his 

rational powers feem to fail 
him j or rather, where he does 
not employ and exert them ; 
and that is to fearch out the 
reafon and nature of moral 
things, and thoroughly to un- 
derftand the nobleft wifdom 
of piety and virtue. 

There is no equivalent that 
man can weigh againft, to 
form a juft eftimate of this 
invaluable quality : neither is 
any tiling to be found, though 
it every where teems with life 
and being, upon the whole 
furface of this earth to balance 
it. 

14 It is of fo noble an origi¬ 
nal and divine a nature, that 

the 


12 


13 


flowing, and the thing 
that is hid, brirtgeth 
he forth to light. 


12. But where (hall 
wifdom be found ? 
and where is the place 
of undemanding ? 


13. Man knoweth 
not the price thereof, 
neither is it found in 
the land of the liv¬ 
ing. 


14. The depth 
faith, it is not in me : 

and 


to fet forth waters that fwell above their channels, and ran 
over their banks. 
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and the fea faith, 1/ the JflWeft CayerftS, .tbft ^Or^pT.^iJ 
" not with rnc. found abyfs, ^nd.even cent* f X^?. 

of this earth, ppujd they pe-7^7 * 

netrate and rattfaqk it,, would 
anfwer their mpft qunous and 
diligent enquiries; it is.not in 
my power, though I contain' 
gold and filver, to exhibit what 
is of equal worth to wifdom : 

,pnd the fea, — all my richeft 
treafures and pearls fall greatly 
fhort of its inherent real va¬ 
lue. 


15. It cannot be 
gotten for p gold, 
neither /hall filver be 
weighed for the price 
thereof. 


It cannot be bartered for 1$ 
with the greateft plenty of the 
moll folid and pure gold : 
and its rate is too high tor any 
pofilble weight of lilver to 
countervail it. 


16. It cannot be 
valued with the gold 

of 


No fpecies of the mod va- 1 3 
luable metal, not the (hining 
C c 2 produce 


p For the different terms by which gold is exprefled, 
according to its kinds, country, refinement and ufes. See 
yerom. comment . Ifai. x. 9, and Chappel . in Joe. Some ren¬ 
der, it cannot be laid on the ground, for gold, in allufion to 
an ancient cuftom of exchanging commodities by their 
bulk, and for that purpofe laying them on the ground in 
feparate heaps. — Weighed, before the art of coining was 
invented this appears to have been the method Of trafEclc 
and barter. As to the onyx , fapphire, thryjial , or gold niefieh 
fet with chryflal, choral, &c. there is room for the learned 
conjettures of the ingenious lapidary, but, as Mercer ob¬ 
serves, not much certainty of knowledge to be obtained, 
further than that there were early cabinets of the curious ; 
and that Job was not unacquainted with thofe rare and 
fcarce things upon which an high value has been generally 
fixed i and yet reckoned them as trifles in comparifon with 
wifdoin and virtue. 
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Sect. 41. produce of golden Ophir bears 

any proportion ; nor the rareft 
jo xxvm# co il e( 5 tion of precious ftones 

any comparifon. 

17 Gold in its utmoft perfec¬ 
tion, and the pellucid chryftal 
in its higheft polifh and bril¬ 
liancy, are not worthy to con¬ 
trail it ; nor ornaments, jew¬ 
els, or embofied veflels of the 
richeft gold, to be given in ex¬ 
change for it. 

18 I cannot admit coral and 
pearls to come in competi¬ 
tion, nor put them on the lift, 
as foils to fet off* heaven-born 
wifdom ; which has more 
attra&ive charms, is better 
worth, and draws more in 
weight and value, than the 
richeft fixings of glittering 
rubies. 

19 The Topaz of Cujh , or the 
precious ftone of Arabia , is 
not of equal eftimation : it 

fhall 


the 

of Ophir, with the 
precious onyx, or the 
fapphire. 


17. The gold and 
the chryftal cannot 
equal it: and the ex¬ 
change of it Jhall not 
be for jewels of fine 
gold. 


18. No mention 
fhall be made of co¬ 
ral, or of pearls: for 
the price of wifdom 
is above rubies. 


19. The ** topaz of 
Ethiopia (hall not e- 
qual it: neither fhall 
it be valued withpure 
gold. 


q The Arabians are reprefenttd as neighbours of the 
Qu/biansy 2 Cbron , xxi. 16, not of the Ethiopians, neither 
has any author fpoken of the precious ftones of Ethiopia, 
— whereas frequent mention is made of the Topazes of 
Arabia , and Job doubtlefs here fpeaks of them, or of the 
Topazes of Cujb. EJj, Ne>iu Tranjl . Bib. 145. Pit ft. Nat . Hiji. 
/.v. c. 9. Soliti. /. XXXV. Strab. 1. xvii. JoJ. Beil. Jud. L v. 

f. t. 

Bocbart hath fhewcd cujk to be Arabia Cbufitis, and the 
topaz to be the produce of the ifland Chitis , belonging to 
that country, 



20. Whence then 
cometh wifdom ? Sc 
where is the place of 
underftanding ? 


21. Seeing it is hid 
from the eyes of r 
all living, and kept 
ciofe from the fowls 
of the air. 
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fhall not be appraifed bySECT. 41. 
means of the greateft quan- 
tity, or moil excellent fpecies m XXTU * 
of manufaftured gold. 

From what climate or quar- 20 
ter of this habitable earth, 
as its natural produce, is reli¬ 
gious moral wifdom brought ? 
or, in what diftridt or pro¬ 
vince, as its peculiar genuine 
growth, is found intelligence, 
truth and virtue ? 

In as much as it is abfo~ 21 
lutely in the dark, to the bru¬ 
tal creation, and utterly un¬ 
known to the winged tribes : 
their quickeft inftinftand mod 
furprizing fagacity, truly pro¬ 
per and moft ufeful for their 
ftate of being, are but low 
groveling accomplilhments 
confidered with it. 

C c 3 We 


r Cbappeloiv and others interpret, by any living creature 
on earth, or even by thofe miniflring fpirits, the angels of 
heaven. Butin what fenfe can this he true, underftanding 
by wifdom religious morals, which men may, and the blef- 
fed fpirits doubtlefs do underftand ? But the paflage has a 
very natural and fublime meaning, when underftood of 
conllituting virtue, morals, and religion, as the point of dif- 
tinftion, and true eminence of man above the fowls of 
the air and beads of the field. They have a refemblance 
in mod other refpetts j here is a certain difference : they 
are not capable of moral government, nor ever Ihewed the 
lead token of religious virtue. 
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Sect, 41, ,Wc haver had foifietbing 

indeed relating tb this quef- 
;J^T mf *tion about wifdom delivered 

down to uS by tradition fVorri 
our forefathers ? the genera¬ 
tions of men, who have lived 
before us, and are now gone 
to the regions of the dead. 

*3 A nIOngtt others, thefe im¬ 
portant particulars, that wif- 
dcrm in all its various parts 
and branches, trtuft be per- 
Feiftly underftood by an am- 
nifcient God. 

£4 - For* his knowledge alike 
extends to, arid with perfect 
Accuracy fUYveys, all things 
and pfacdsj to the extremity 
of the: earth, dnd under the 
whble Canopy of heaven. 

ej And that with a wifdom fo 
infallible, and a power fo ab- 
foliite and uncontrollable, as 
to give a certain and deter¬ 
minate weight and meafure, 
to things the moft uncertain 
and inconftant with refpeft 
to iis, everl the winds and the 

waters. 

We 


the 

2 2. 8 Deftruflion 
and death fay, we 
have heard the fame 
thereofwith our ears. 


23. God under- 
ftandeth the way 
thereof. Sc he know- 
eth the place thereof. 


24. For be looketh 
to the ends of the 
earth, and feeth un¬ 
der the whole hea¬ 
ven. 


25. To make the 
weight for the winds, 
and he weigheth the 
waters by meafure. 


4 • ■ » • 

8 DrfiruRicn and deaths by an elegant figure of fpeech are 
introduced as perfons and fpeakers. See the next note for 
their further explication. Schultens interprets thefe of the 
diflolution of the body, and its putrefadlion in the grave, 
with the honors of eternal death, as declaring God’s tre¬ 
mendous majefiy, and inculcating on all a religious fear. 
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26, 27, and 28. 
When he made a 
decree for the rain, 
and a way for the 
lightning of thethun- 
der. Then did he 
fee it, and declare 
it, he prepared' it, 
yea, and fearched it 
out. And unto 1 man 

he 


We have had it moreoverSBCT, 4^' 

- 

delivered down to us in the' ■ 
fame traditional way; that this 
infinitely wife and glorious 
Being, when he made the 
world, not only difplayed his 
own wifdom in the admirable 
contrivance of it j but at the 

C c 4 fame 


t Peters fuppofes, not improbably, as the Hebrew is, <va~ 
jomer la Adam, which mjght be rendered as a proper name : 
that the firft man Adam and no other can be meant; and that 
we have here a record of fomething fpoken by God Id 
him, not to be met with in the book of Genejis. But whe¬ 
ther fpoken to him before, or after his fall, is not fo eafy to 
determine. If after the fall, the words carry with them 3 
eproof, as well as an inftruftion highly reafonable and fuit? 
able to the circumftances of our unhappy progenitor. As 
if God had faid to him ,you> who in defiance of the prohibition I 
had given you> have been Jeeking after another fort of •<wifdom and 
knowledge than vuas proper for you ; go, learn from fure ex¬ 
perience , that your truejl wifdom is to fear me, and pay an ab~ 
flute obedience to my commands . He adds,— how aptly defrac¬ 
tion and death are made the conveyers of this great truth 
from Adam, down through his pofterity ; fince it was the 
diiobedience of our firft parents that brought* death into thp 
world ; and every inftance of mortality therefore would na¬ 
turally recall to the minds of them, and their defendants, 
the hiftory of the fall, and read them a new leflon of obe¬ 
dience.— If the opinion, he further obferves, of learned men 
be well grounded, that there was neither rain nor thunder 
before the fin and fall of our firfl: parents ; then here is an¬ 
other particular, which feems to {hew that this admonition 
to Adam mull be given after the fall : for God is faid to 
give it, when he made a decree for the rain, and a way for 
the lightning of the thunder , And if he was pleafed at the 
fame time to accompany it with a difplay of his thunder in 
all its terrors, and this was the firfl time that Adam heard 
thofe awful founds ; what an impreflion muft it make on 
his heart ? And how could he chufe but remember it him- 
felf, and tranfmit it with care to his pofterity ? And we have 

fome 
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Sect. 41. fame time declared, in the 

diftinft, clear, and full 

z6 27 V z 8 . manner t0 man * a ^ as ! t0 ° 

apt to feek for another wif- 
dom and knowledge, what 
was the knowledge proper to 
him as man, the beft and 
trueft wifdom he could ever 
attain unto; which was to ac¬ 
knowledge and adore his Ma¬ 


he faid, behold, the 
fear of the Lord, 
that is wifdom, and 
to depart from evil 
is underftanding. 


ker, guard againft difpleafing 
him, and pay all due obedi¬ 
ence to his laws. 


t 

fome reafon to believe that this might be the cafe, as the 
law was afterwards delivered from mount Sinai with the 
fame folemnity. And though this admonition be here ex- 
prefled in very general terms, there is reafon to believe that 
Cod did Jet it , and declared it ; he prepared it, yea , and fearched 
it out , numbered, eftabliflied, and defined it, or gave him 
a dillintt account of the particulars of his duty : a full and 
elaborate fyflem of religion and morality. Crit. DijJ'. 4 to, 

b 457 - 

May not this refer to that original law of nature, which 
is, and ever will remain, perfeft and moil accurate, as God 
hath enatted, eftablitbed, and promulgated it in the nature 
and reafon of things ; but is hardly poflible, in all its parts 
and branches, to be committed to writing ; nor even the 
invaluable bleflings of the moll perfedl of extraordinary re- 
velations to contain more than abflradts from, or references 
to It. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIX. SECT. XLII. 

' • t 

i 

Job, by a very natural tranfition from the fubjeft 
of the foregoing chapters , proceeds to give a nar¬ 
rative of his former dignity and fhining projpe - 
rity : and how he had a£led y and exprefjed his 
fentiments of the fupreme worth of wifdom y by 
the jlrifleft piety and an inviolable integrity , in a 
condition where he had abundant opportunities , 
and the Jlrongejl temptations to deviate from them . 
Ver. i, to the end. 


Job xxix. i, 2. 

M Oreover Job 
continued his 
u parable, and faid, 

Oh 


Job xxix. i, 2 . 

friends railing no Sect. 42; 
J objeftions to the foregoing r —> 

inftrudlive and incomparable J°hxxix 

difcourfe, 


1. 2. 


u Mefialim , Solomon ufes to fignify a powerful command¬ 
ing fentence or fpeech. In PfaL xliv. 1 it denotes a 
taunting domineering exprefllon or by-word : thou haft made 
us a by -word among the heathen . For the fame reafon of 
the original idea — a fong of vi&ory, or a triumphal fpeech 
in a good caufe ; as lfai. xiv. 4. By Job' s continuing his 
parable therefore, as Peters obferves, feems meant, that he 
went on in a triumphant way of fpeech ; like one who had 
got the better of the argument, as he certainly had. Crit, 
DiJJ. 4S0. P . 46, 

Nothing, the fame author remarks, could be more un¬ 
toward than the conduft of Job's friends ; to bring a charge 
againft him which they coujd not prove, and from which 
his well-known virtue, and the integrity of his life ought 
to have fcreened him. But though Job very plainly Ihews 
them the injuftice and inhumanity of this procedure, nay, 
though he confutes thejti fo far that they had nothing fur¬ 
ther to reply ; yet, like our modern difputants, they flood 
out to the laft ; and had not the grace to own their miflake, 
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Sect. 42.difcourfe, he purfues it in the 

following important and tri- 

tnannerthey are, 
alas ! now paft and gone, but 
I qza review with ple^fure 
my former cirqumftances, ef- 

pecially 


Oh that I were as in 
months pail, as in the 
days when pod pre¬ 
ferred me : 



till Gpd himfelf was pleafed to thunder it in their ears. — 
Hpne. thep we have a lively inftance of the force of preju¬ 
dice and prepofteflion. The character of Job, on the other 
hand, affords us fuch a fpe&a^Ie, as Seneca [alluding to the 
fhews of gladiators fo common among the Romam\ fays, 
was worthy of the Deity himfelf to look upon, 'viz. that of a 
pious good man combating adverfity. Fir fort is cum mala 
fortuna compofitus: and amongft other miferies of an ex¬ 
traordinary kind, vexed with the unjuft fufpicions and the 
peevifh accufations of his miftakeh friends : and here we 
find hint ufing every argument that could be thought of — 
appealing to the general courfe of Providence — direfting 
them to inftances within their own knowledge — putting 
them in mind of a future judgment — and when all this 
would not do, but they ftill difbelieve and perfecute him, 
he is driven to the laft argument which a modeft man would 
make ufe of, and appeals to his own publkk and private 
behaviour in the whole courfe of his life : and upon this 
occaiion, after an introdudion the moft beautiful and art¬ 
ful, [for the art is quite concealed} that ever was penned 
in the preceeding chapter, difplays fuch a let of admirable 
virtues, fhews the piety, the prudence, the humanity of his 
conduft, in fo amiable a light, with fuch a noble freedom, 
and at the fame'time fnch an air of truth, that I qucftion 
whether there be any thing more beautiful or inftru&ive 
in all antiquity : and perhaps a finer picture of a wife and 
good man was never drawn. How prudent and up¬ 
right in his decrfions as a magiftrate or judge ! how juft 
and benevolent in his domeftick charafter, as a father of a 
family ! how untraftable to all the allurements of pleafure in 
the height of profperity ! and how fenfible to the com¬ 
plaints and miferies of others f and above all, how re¬ 
markably pious in his principles, how careful to build his 
virtue updn its only folid b^fls, religion, or the fear of 
God ! ' 



3- When his can¬ 
dle Jjiined upon my 

head^ and when by 

his light I walked 
through darknefs; 


4. As I was in the 
days of my youth, 
when the fecret of 
God was upon my 
tabernacle. 


5. * When the Al¬ 
mighty was yet with 

me, 
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penally my behaviour in thenhSEc-r. 42 
Which improves with refiec- 
fion : even thofe halcydn blef- y 2 X * 1 *' 
ltd days, oh ! that it was pof- 
fible to recall them, when 
none queftioned, but the A]L 
mighty favoured and'pCculfw 
ariy protefted me. 

When a kind Provident^ 3 
efiftinguifhed me with an un- 
interiipted happy flow of fuel 
cefi and profperity : and ei¬ 
ther fuffered nothing to dif- 
tuifb and perplex me; or early 
retfioved and diverted all my 
fears arid cares. 

As I was in the days of my 4 
youth, maturity and vigour, 
when that auguft afiembly, 
where God’s counfels and de¬ 
crees are pafied, was held, as 
it were, over my habitation • 
and it feemed to be his peculiar 
care to concert meafures for 
our welfare, and in every re* 
fpeft to profper me and my 
family. 

Before the Almighty, as s 
my friends have reprefented it, 

had 


* Peten y from whom the paraphrafe is partly taken, very 
juftly obferves, that fid Eloah , and fid Jehovah, fignify, 
either the counfels and decrees of God’s providence, which 
are fccrct with refpeft to us, any farther than he is, pfeafed 
to reveal them ; or. elfe the aflembly where thefe confulta- 
tions [fpcaking after the manner of men] are held, and his 

decrees 
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Sect. 42. had departed from me, and 
\ '^ 7 v fufpended the influences of his 

Job xxix. r ■ . 1 1 . n 

^ more indulgent gracious rro- 

vidence, when I had the moft 

M 

delightful of all earthly prof- 
pefts, my dear children to fur- 
round me. 


me, when my chil¬ 
dren were about me. 




Before I knew adverfity and 
hard cenfure on account of it; 
when I enjoyed the greateft 
plenty of rural delicacies : and 
both the verdant meads, and 
even barren rocks, freely con¬ 
tributed to my happinefs ; 
graced my fteps, cheered my 
countenance, and rejoiced my 
Jieart. . 

I was not only confiderable 
Sn a more private capacity, as 
a man of wealth and power, 
and head of a numerous and 
regular family j but diftin- 

guilhed 


6. When I wafhed 
my Heps with butter, 
and the rock poured 
me out rivers of oil. 

9 


s 

7, and 8. When I 
went out to the gate 
thro’ the city, uuben 
I prepared my feat in 
the ftreet. The young 
men faw me and hid 

them- 


decrees pafled. The LXX come very near the fenfe, but 
feem not to have bit the height of the image which rifes to 
our view, and which is exceedingly grand and fublime. Crit « 
Dijf. 4/0. p. 28. 

S t Ja?ebi underltands it, when devout men aflembled with 
me to treat of religious matters, .And the next verfe, when 
my fervants or minifters were placed round about me to af- 
fjft in facred affairs. 

Scbultens , from the Arabic, interprets the foregoing verfe, 
Aays of my autumn , when the ripe fruit is gathered. That, 
and feveral other phrafes, feem elegant figurative expref- 
fions taken from rural life, to denote profperity, Thu9 but¬ 
ter and oil, as well as milk and honey, were ferved up at 
their higheft entertainments* Judg . v. 25. Dent* xxxii. 13. 
PfaL civ. 15.: , 


I 
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themfelves : and the 
aged arofe and flood 



9. The princes re¬ 
frained talking, and 
laid their hand on 
their mouth. 


10. y The nobles 
held their peace, and 
their tongue cleaved 
to the roof of their 
mouth. 


11. When the ear 
heard me t then it blef- 
fed me ; and when 
the eye faw me, it 
gave witnefs to me. 


guilhed as a magi ft rate : toSECT. 42. 
that degree, that whenever 
aflumed a publick charaftej*, g^ 1 *’ 
and took my feat in the moft 
confpicuous place for admi- 
niftration of juftice ; as foon 
as their balhful youth faw me, 
ftruck with my prefence, they 
immediately withdrew and hid 
themfelves : and the aged, in > 
the moft refpeftful and duti¬ 
ful manner, rofe from their 
feats and paid me reverence. 

Perfons of authority and 9 
exalted dignity, when they 
underftood that I was pre¬ 
paring to fpeak, broke off in 
the midft of their difeourfes, 
and impofed upon themfelves 
profound filence. 

Not only men of rank and 10 
quality, but orators and the 
moft eloquent fpeakers, as 
foon as they heard my com¬ 
manding voice, were filent, 
full of expe&ation, and all 
attention. 

A vifible general expec- M 
tancy, raifed to the higheft 
pitch, appeared moreover gra¬ 
tified i 


y Chappe/onv derives negidim t rendered nobles y rather than 
from tieged, ante y from higged expofuit in array it ; called fo 
from tlveir being chief and excellent fpeakers . fw. viii. 6. 

Schu/tens interprets, men of fuperior authority and wifdom 
compreiTed or reftrained their voice, as overawed and bore- 
dowa. 
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ii. 


; and my difcourfe to 

, , give an entire fatisfadtion : 
jo xxix. morc0 y er ^ j t g a i ne( j f re fh a p- 

plaufe, and the ftrongeft tef- 
timonies of efteem and ve¬ 
neration. 

13 So long as people’s com¬ 
mon underftanding, and na¬ 
tural fenfe of the obvious dif¬ 
ference betwixt right and 
wrong remained, a reputation 
For the higheft true merit was 
unavoidable *, becaufe all my 
proceedings were founded in 
jUftice and the itri&efl: equity. 
•I never failed to relcue the 
complaining humble poor, 
from the moft powerful hands 
of his proud oppreflbr. I pro- 
tefted and defended the in¬ 
jured helplefs orphan ; and 
relieved the man, whoever he 
was, that I found had been 
dealt treacheroufly with, or 
happening to be deftitute and 
Friendlefs, was diftrefled. 

13 I received his moft grateful 
acknowledgments and accla¬ 
mations of praife, who was 
reduced to th<? laft extremity, 
for readily interpofing between 
him and deftruction : and the 
defolate widow’s mournful 
•heart I enlarged, and filled 
with confolation, gladnefsand 
.tranfport. 


1 2. Becaufe I de¬ 
livered the poor that 
cried, and the father- 
lefs, and him that had 
none to help him. 


1 3.The blefling of 
him that was ready 
to periih came upon 
me : and I caufed 
’ the widow’s heart to 
fing for joy. 


I honour- 
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i+.’Iputonrigh- I honourably diftinguirhedS bct.^. 
teoufnefs, & it cloth- t h e important office of mi- V ," ■7.^ 

ed me: my judgment gittraCy, with the moft film- ,, 

diadem. ing ornaments of sta unbiafifed 

integrity, and confcientious 
difcharge of duty : the rec¬ 
titude of my judgment and 
fentences, according to the 
certain merit of cafes, and 
without the leaft refpedt of 
perfons, were my peculiar en- 
ligns, gorgeous robe, and rby- 
al diadem. 

15. I was eyes to As the juftnefs of a man’s 
the blind, and feet caufe was argument fufficient 
rwus I to the lame, with me, to efpoufe his in- 

tereft, and fee right done 
him ; fo was the mifery of 
any one’s condition a title and 
undifputed claim to my cha¬ 
rity : 

* Th is is equally beautiful in the manner of expreffion, 
as it was excellent in the character. Others might value 
themfelves, and be admired in the world, for their fplendid 
attire, the diftinguifhed veft, and the brilliant diadem, vitta 
or tiara : what he appeared in was juftice and judgment, 
according to original fimplicity, and the exafteft rules of 
wifdom and integrity. The author of the following lines 
feems to have had in view this excellent paffage. 

*-I long have known your bounty. 

[My very being yours.] Let it extend 
In doing ails of charity, compaflion. 

And universal love. Open the gates 
Of liberty to wretches, loft:in dungeons ; 

Relieve the oppitfled, aflert the orphan’s right. 

And teach the widow’s heart to fing for joy : 

With bounty guide the partial hand 6f fortune, 

And make the virtuous happy. 
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Sect. 42. rity : to the melancholy be- 

> rr v T" ; wildered ftate of blindnefs and 
Jo xxix. c j ar j cne f Sj 1 ad min iff red all the 

guidance, comfort, and cheer¬ 
ing light in my power : and 
to the unfortunate one of in¬ 
firmity and crippled lamenefs, 
I gave proper fupport and 
afiiftance. 

16 I was truly the poor, af- 
fiifted, and necefiitous man’s 
friend and father, for protec¬ 
tion and all the offices of an 
adtive charity, and chearful 
ready hofpitaiity : let him be 
who he would, whether my 
own countryman or a foreign¬ 
er that was aggrieved, he had 
ealy accefs to me: and where 
affairs were in themfelves in¬ 
tricate and perplexed, or ma¬ 
terial circumftances were in- 
duftrioufiy concealed, I ac¬ 
quainted myfelf thoroughly 
with them, before I came to a 
final determination. 

17 However opulent or mighty 
the perfon, I never fuffered 
his injuftice and violence to 
pafs with impunity : I fuc- 
coured and fpeedily delivered 

the 


16. I was a father 
to the poor : and the 
caufe which I knew 
not, I fearched out. 


t 


17 • 1 -^nd I brake 
the jaws of the wick¬ 
ed, and pluckt the 
fpoilout of his teeth. 


a This image feems plainly to be taken from rural life ; 
and the conduit of herdfmen or fhepherds, refpefting fome 
wild beaft that had feized, and was carrying away a kid or 
Iamb. In fuch danger from lawlefs power and rapine were 
fome whom Job relieved, 



t S. Then I faid, I 
lhall die in my neft : 
and I (hall multiply 
my daysasthe b fand. 


19. My root was 
fpread out by the wa¬ 
ters : and the dew 
lay all night upon 
jtiv branch. 

9 


H 
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the innocent, and ufed the ri-SECT.42. 

gour of the Jaw upon the bold —\r — J 
aggrefior. Job xxia<l 

Thus exalted, beloved, re- 
vered, I concluded, that I 
lhould one day, without tu¬ 
mult, forrow, lofs, or difeafe, 
leave the world in my own 
comfortable habitation, with 
all my relatives and friends 
about me. And, previous to 
this, I pleafed myfelf with the 
agreeable profpedt of many 
future feafons, a venerable old 
age, or a long and happy 
life. 

As a tree commonly flou- T 3 
rifhes, whofe roots are plen¬ 
tifully moiftened from refrefh- 
ing fprings or currents, and 
on whofe fpreading branches 
the evening dews (bed their 


b The Vulg . Lat, renders, ca-chol Jlcut palma , Some 
underftand it of the eagle 9 and others of the ph&nix : 
which is fabuloufly reported to live 500 years, and to ex¬ 
pire in a funeral pile, of its own preparing, with frank* 
incenfe, myrrh, and other aromatics ; from which arifes 
another pbcenix. But fome interpret the ftory of this Ara¬ 
bian bird to be emblematick, and to contain a prophecy of 
the final conflagration, with the new heavens and new 
earth to fpring from the ruins. Mudge remarks, that by 
his neft ne probably intends thofe of his neji y his fons and 
family : and adds, perhaps by the multiplication of days 
as the fand, as it here comes after his death, and it feem9 
too much for the life of one man, he means the long con¬ 
tinuance of his family after him. 


D d 


VOL. I. 


kindeft 
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kiiuitfi infiutncrt ; To did all 
Vr~ definable cii'ci:mflanc«:s con- 

lob XXIX. , r 

\ (u cur to n ; icier my per Ion, ia- 

mily, iin-i brumes, profper- 

ous and improving to the ut- 
nioft bl my wifhes. 


;-o I vvas eltubhfhed and inde¬ 
pendent as to earthly poflef- 
lions : and as to lecular dig¬ 
nity, fo far from any vifible 
declenfion, I was rifing to, 
indeed flood at the head of 
the community : and my in¬ 
fluence and authority abfolute 
jind uncontrolable. 
ei In matters of the greateft 

Confequence I was always con¬ 
sulted : nothing could be de¬ 
termined before I declared my 
Sentiments, wherein all parties 
entirely acquiefced, without 
ever-pretending to difpute or 
con trad i ft them. 

$2 That argument which I 

had handled was reckoned to 

be 


20. My glory wa6 
frelh in me, and my 
c bow was renewed 
in my hand. 


2i. Unto me men 
gave ear, and waited 
and kept filence at 
my counfel. 


22. After my words 
til ey fpake not agai n, 

and 


c By the ft ate of the weapons men commonly ufed, is 
exprefl'ed in the oriental idiom, the condition as to ftrength 
or weakneh, prolperity or adveriity of the perlon who 
oled them. Thus Jacob, concerning his ion Jojepb, Gen. 
xlix. 23, 24. And the Arabs fay, bis fpe#r is bard , i. e. he 
i? honourable : his jpear is jiaccid or limber , i. e. he is ig¬ 
noble : bis bow A 'lucll-firungy i, e. he is in authority, or 
he is a man of courage, and will ftand his ground : bis 
bow is unbent or broken , i. e. he is out of pOWCT — deftitute 
ct courage, or reduced to poverty. 
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and my fpeechMrop- be thoroughlyexhaufted *, noneSECT. 42* 
ped upon them. attempted to refume or fur- 

ther enlarge on it : they ap- \ 2 
peared fully informed, and 
perfectly fatisfied with my dif- 
courfe •, as the tender herb is 
refrefhed with the trickling 
dew, or the mowed grafs with 
the defcending gentle rain. 


23. And they wait¬ 
ed for 111c as for the 
rain, and they open¬ 
ed their mouth wide 
as for the latter rain. 


24. r If I laughed 

on them, they believ¬ 
ed 


They were intent and eager 23 
for my fentences : in real vi- 
fible pain, and with open 
mouths, they liftened till I 
had pronounced them. The 
careful hufbandman in a 
droughty feafon, never looked 
up to heaven with more long¬ 
ing eyes to fee the clouds 
thicken, and the plenteous 
lhowers fall on his parched 
foil, or fickly corn. 

In my feafons, and expref- 24 
fions of greater familiarity 

and 


d A fimilar paflage occurs Deut. xxxii. 2, agreeable to 
which, Scbult chs oblerves, is the Arabic idiom, l was de- 
fir ous of being watered by Jhowers and dew, i. e. of being 
well inftrufted : how plenteous is thy Jhower ! i. e. how does 
thy eloquence flow I And John vii. 38, he that believelh on 
me .— out of his belly Jhall fiow rivers of living water . 

The former rain, which the Hebrews flile joreh , or moreh % 
is fuppol'ed to fall in autumn, after feed time, when the 
grain was jufl lodged in the ground. —The latter, which 
they called malkoJh t in fpring time, a little before harveft, 
to feed and ripen it to maturity for harveft. Vid. Michmlis 
in loc. 

e Bochart underftands, thofe things which we efpecially wifb 
Jor f when they cow to pafs y for joy we can fcaret believe are 

come 
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Sect. 4*.and unreferved freedom, they 

believed fomething to be al- 

jo ««. wa y S 0 f grave in- 

ftrudlion and real folidity : 
and never, for my condefcen- 
fions and innocent pleafantries, 
at all remitted or abated of 
their duty, obedience, and 
profound reverence. 

Being thus veiled with a 
plenary authority, I prefcribed 
laws for regulating their man- 


2 5 


ners, interefts, and proper¬ 
ties : as guards do their prince, 
or an army their general, they 
acknowledged me as theirchief 


ed it not : and the 
light of my counte¬ 
nance they call not 
down. 


. 75 - f I chofe out 

their wav, and fat 

« 9 

chief; and dwelt as 
a king in the army, 
as one that comfort- 
cth the mourners 


and leader. From me as the 
fountain of right and equity, 
grievances of all kinds were in 
due courfe redrefled : the in¬ 
jured, opprefied, and difeon- 
folate, were relieved from their 
wrongs, burdens, and forrows. 


come to pafs . Hieroz. i. 148. And Mudge — as 

ch. xxxix. 24, viz. that of funding frm on their legs. Xhey 
would not know what to do with themfelves ; and the joy 
which they received from the fmiles of iny countenance, they 
would keep I know not how long. 

f Sc hu/ten s interprets, avevt before them as a light to head 
them to virtue , piety , and all religion : and fuppofes fob to 
have been a divine inftruttor, and prophet. Cbappelonv , a 
monarch or king. And Mudge — Jhould I chufe to go abroad 
<witb them , I Ihould pitch my >tent, a^ an Arab chief or 
king, amidft a party of hujfars and plunderers, when he is 
leading them to walle or plunder the fruitful plains. 


The End- of the Firft Volume . 



